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mSTOMCAL INTKODUCTION, 



Among the various means available by the Christian 
Church for the promotion of truth and righteousness is 
that of epistolary commxmication. The blessing to man- 
kind in having such a means of communication cannot 
be too highly valued, and, under the guidance of heavenly 
wisdom, it is calculated powerfully to promote the 
hastening of that day when " The knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the sea." 

At a very early period of our reUgious Society, epis- 
tolary exhortations were addressed to its members. Nor 
was the Society singular in this respect ; other non- 
conforming bodies of that remarkable period in English 
history adopted a similar practice. Although Epistles 
had been issued from the Yearly Meeting of Friends 
held in the North of England, and occasionally from 
General Meetings held in other parts of the kingdom, 
it was not until the estabUshment of the Yearly Meeting in 
London that these documents partook more particularly 
of the character of General Epistles to the body at large, 
whether at home or abroad. 

These communications of the exercises and travail of 
the Church in its collective capacity, for the spiritual 
welfare of its members wherever situated, adapted to the 
particular state of the body at the time they were respec- 
tively given forth, contain, in the aggregate, a large amount 
of deeply instructive matter, the reading of which, we 
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IV HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION. 

cannot doubt, will be edifying to our members generally. 
Under this feeling, the present reprint, containing Epistles 
issued during the past two centuries of our history, has 
been undertaken. 

In thus introducing these documents to our members, it 
may not be uninteresting briefly to notice the rise of our 
Society and the gradual organisation of our present 
system of church government. The rise of the Society 
may be dated from the year 1644, and is thus alluded 
to by George Fox : — " The truth sprang up first to us, 
so as to be a people to the Lord, in Leicestershire in 
1644, in Warwickshire in 1645, in Nottinghamshire in 
1646, in Derbyshire in 1647, and in the adjacent coimties 
in 1648, 1649, and 1650, and in Yorkshire in 1651.''* The 
year 1652 was marked by a very considerable enlargement 
of the new association, more particularly in the North of 
England, and many individuals, remarkable for their zeal 
and piety, were raised up to preach to their fellow-men 
the doctrines of the gospel of Christ. At this date the 
Society numbered about twenty-five ministers, by whom, 
says George Fox, "miiltitudes were convinced.'' The 
ministry of these gospel messengers during 1652 and 
1653, was, for the most part, confined to the northern and 
midland districts of England ; in the following year, 
however, we find Friends travelling as ministers in nearly 
all the counties of England and Wales, and in parts of 
Scotland and Ireland, whilst the establishment of regular 
meetings for worship had taken place in most parts of the 
nation. At the latter date, there were engaged in the 
work of the ministry no fewer than sixty individuals,f 
whose labours were fbUowed with signal success ; a con- 
vincing power attending their ministrations which awakened 
the slumbering consciences of their audience to an earnest 

* Journal of George Fox, Leeds Ed., vol ii. p. 465. f Sewel's History. 



HISTORICAL INTBODUCTION. V 

solicitude for the salvation of their souls ; " Their preach- 
ing/' says one of our historians, '' was in the demonstration 
of the Spirit and with power ; multitudes flocked to hear 
them, and many embraced their doctrines/'* 

Our Early Friends were deeply sensible of the import- 
ance of the views they had embraced, and convinced of 
their entire accordance with the doctrines and precepts of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles, and their hearts 
being warmed in gospel love to their fellow-men, they 
longed for their universal reception. The Lord did indeed 
largely pour forth of the gifts of his Holy Spirit upon 
these devoted men. He gave them a sight and a sense of 
the corruptions of professing Christendom, and of its wide 
departure from the primitive purity and simpUcity of the 
rehgion of Christ, and having themselves felt the efficacy 
of his free teaching, they were drawn with great fervency 
of spirit, to invite others to the same blessed experience. 
A call from a dependence upon -man in things spiritual to 
a single dependence on the Lord,— from resting in outward 
ceremonies and observances in religion to an experience 
of its present glorious realities of which those things were 
but typical, and from the shadows to the substance of 
heavenly things, was pre-eminently their gospel message 
to the people. 

The new association consisted of pious individuals who 
had forsaken the lifeless forms and ceremonies of the dav, 
and all dependence upon man in the great work of salvation, 
and who found, in the gospel, truths^ preached by George 
Pox and his associates, that rest and peace which their 
souls desired. As a gathered church they acknowledged ' 
Christ alone as its living and ever-present Head. He was 
felt to be " their all in all /' " their Teacher to instruct 
them, their Coimsellor to direct them, their Shepherd to 

* Cough's HiBtory, vol. i. p. 143. 



vi HISTOBICAL INTRODUCTION. 

feed them, their Bishop to oversee them, and their 
Prophet to open divine mysteries unto them f* and re- 
markably was it their blessed experience to know the 
Chief Shepherd to be " in the midst of them,^' refreshing 
and comforting their souls, and cementing them in holy 
fellowship and love — ^in " the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.^ 

In the very early period of the Society's history there 
does not appear to have been any systematic organization 
introduced ; but their numbers rapidly incre^ing, aad 
possessing, as many of them did, a fervent and active zeal, 
it was soon found that there existed a necessity for that 
"Christian care one over another, which we recognise by the 
term Discipline ; and it became equally obvious that this 
discipline should be regulated and maintained under the 
authority of frequent periodical meetings. The first meeting 
of this description appears to have been a Monthly Meeting. 
It was estabUshed in the county of Durham, in the year 
1653. During the same year, another Monthly Meeting 
was set up at Swarthmore, in Lancashire, at the house of 
Judge Fell, and, probably, others also in some other parts 
of the north of England, as George Fox mentions that 
** some meetings for this end were settled in the north of 
England in the year 1663/'t Of the establishment of the 
Monthly Meeting in the county of Durham, an interesting 
record is still preserved, setting forth the object of its 
establishment. It is thus endorsed in the hand- writing of 
George Fox : " The setting up the men^s meeting in 
Bishoprick, 1653." The document is as follows : — 

'' Dear IViends, in the measure of the light of Christ, we being 
brought to feel and see the estate and condition of the Church in 
these parts, and the danger that many lie in because of the oppressors, 
and [that] thereby the enemy of the soul may come to have advantage 

* Jounwd of G«orge Pox. f Jbid, vol. ii. p. 229. 
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over us, therefore in the fear of the Lord, being moved thereunto bj 
the Lord, and being subject henceforth everyone to bear his burden, 
the strong with the weak, that the weak be not oppressed above his 
strength, but all drawing on hand in hand, that the weak and the 
tired may be re&eshed, and so all become a joint witness to the 
eferlasting truth, in word and conversation; our lives and minds 
being set £ree from that, that doily may tempt or trouble in the 
particular. Therefore, dear Mends, we, who are met together, do 
think it convenient that some of every several meeting do meet 
together evexy first Seventh-day of every month, beginning upon the 
first Seventh-day of the Third month, and to declare what necessities 
or wants are seen in their several meetings, and there to be con- 
Bidered on by IViends, and as necessity is seen so to minister. And, 
seeing at present there is a great need for a collection by reason of 
some great sums of money that have been laid out, and more is to be 
laid out, we recommend it to your several meetings, to do herein every- 
one according to your freedom in the present necessity, and to give 
notice the next First-day, that it may be collected for the poor, the 
Pirst-day following, and to be paid over to John Laitgstapte ; and a 
note of the sum subscribed by some !Friends from every meeting, 

** Chbistophbb Eyok. ANTHOirr FEijtsoiir. 

John HioanrToir. Bobebt Selbye. 

Chbistopheb Eiohmoni). Eiohabd Wilsok. 

Feteb YoTJira. "WiliiIam Tbewhitt. 

WniLiAM Goteswobth. Jo. Langstaeee. 

Mabtdst EiOHHOirn. Biohabd Ewbanokb. 

James Whtth. Andbew Bawe. 

John Hoppeb. Thomas Shaw." 

Quarterly Meetings constituted of representatives from 
the several meetings in a county, were estabKshed in some 
parts a few years later ; their office in the body being at 
that time similar to that which Monthly Meetings now 
exercise.* The estabKshment of Monthly Meetings did 
not generally take place throughout Great Britain until 
about fifteen years after the date of those already men- 
tioned. This was accompKshed mainly through the 
zealous labours of George Fox about the year 1668, when 

* Journal of Q«orge Fox, voL'ii. p. 101. 
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Quarterly and Monthly Meetings were settled very much 
on the present plan. 

At a very early period of the Society's progress, 
meetings of a more general description, and partaking 
much of the character of our present Yearly Meetings, 
were also held. One such was convened at Swanni^gton 
in Leicestershire as early as 1654.* Others were held in 
the year 1656, at Edgehill, on the borders of the same 
coimty ; at Balby, near Doncaster, and also at a place 
near Skipton, both in Yorkshire. From that held at 
Balby, a number of directions and advices were issued in 
the form of an Epistle, addressed " To the Brethren in 
the North.'' There is reason to believe that it was 
addressed to Friends of the General Meeting, held during 
the same year near Skipton, and where for several 
years after a meeting of this description continued to 
be held. 

In the year 1658, a memorable Greneral Meeting was 
convened at John Crook's House, at Luton, in Bedfordshire. 
It lasted three days, and, as George Fox remarks, was 
attended by Friends "from most parts of the nation," 
and " many thousand persons were at it." No record, 
however, of the proceedings of this great meeting have 
come down to us. Another General Meeting was held in 
the same year at Scalehouse, near Skipton. From this 
meeting an address was issued, its object being to recom- 
mend a subscription among Friends in aid of the expenses 
of those who were travelling in the work of the ministry 
in foreign countries, and which, in feict, was the first 
institution of the " National Stock " of the Society.t 

During the year 1658, a General Meeting was also held 
at Cambridge for Friends in the eastern counties of 

• SeweVs History of Friends. 

f The appeal thus made to the Society was liberally responded to, and considering 
the relative value of money at that period a large amount was realised for the object 
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England.* In the year 1659, a similar one was held at 
Horsham in Sussex for the four southern counties of Kent, 



in view. The following is an account of one of these early collections found among 
the Swarthmore MSS. 



AOOOMFTS OF MONIES BBOEIVED FOB 
THB SBBVIOB OF TBUTH. 

£ 8, d, 

Yorkshire 30 

Berkshire 46 11 

l^sex 48 10 

Buckinghamshire 9 

Kingston *. 2 15 

Wellingborough 6 13 

Kent 14 1 

Sussex 24 16 

Cambridge and Huntingdon 19 12 9 

Cheshire 19 5 

Shrewsbury 1 14 

Durham 21 

Guildford 1 19 17 9 

Lincolnshire 12 

Norfolk 38 

Worcestershire 10 13 

Newport 6 8 

Tibbalds 4 6 6 

Leicestershire 4 18 6 

Southampton 8 18 8 

Cornwall 14 

Radnorshire 2 9 

Suffolk 30 4 11 

DorsetsMre 3 12 6 

Bedfordshire 2 7 

Jacob-street 4 4 

Rutlandshire 4 16 

Oxford 3 

Gloucestershire 2 2 

Somersetshire 17 11 

Banbury 10 13 



4 
5 
4 



4 



4 





1 
8 




4 


8 
4 



d. 



9 
2 










The total, £443 8 5 



MONDES DIBBUBSED FOB THB SBBVIOB 
OF TBUTH. 

£ 8. 
For Friends diet returning 

from New England 12 

John Stubbs, to Holland 4 13 

For clothes and other things 5 7 

To take with him 8 10 

Paid in Holland for him, and 

other Friends there 19 18 

William Caton, to Holland ... 2 10 
Qeoige Bayley, to France ... 4 5 

William Shaw, a suit 2 4 

Books to France and Jersey... 4 10 

To New Evolavd. 
For provision for their voyage 29 10 
Paid to the master for part of 

his freight 30 

For bedding and other things 12 8 

And in money 35 4 

More to William Brend 1 10 

Do. M. Weatherhead ... 2 

Do. Sarah Gibbons 4 10 

To Tubkbt. 
For passage, to Cpt. Marshall 25 

Fortheirdiet 10 

For bedding, and other neces- 
saries 7 16 

Paid in money to them.... 46 19 11 

Paid by bill of Exchange for 

themin Turkey 60 

Again, by bill for John Perrot 

in Turkey 20 

Again for their use in money 

and other things 7 

For George Bofe, to Holland 2 
For Ann Austin's passage back 
from Barbadoes 8 





4 
8 
















9 
10 



8 




6 



Over £362 3 6 



* Letter of A. Parker, Fifth Month, 1668, iu Swarthmore MSS. 
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Sussex, Surrey and Hants;* one at Chippenham in 
Wiltshire for that county and "parts adjacent ;''t one 
at the Bull and Mouth in London^ and another at or 
near Skipton, being the third General Meeting held at 
that place. From the meeting held at Horsham were 
issued a number of regulations and advices, remarkably 
accordant "with those from the North of a previous date ; 
and the one at Skipton issued an epistle recommending 
another subscription to assist Friends travelling in the 
ministry, for the maintenance of the poor, and for the dis- 
tribution of works illustrative of our Christian principles. 



Brought over, £443 3 5 






The total sum, £490 13 5 



* Hampshire Register Book. t Ancient Register Book for Cirencester Meeting. 
t Letter of A. Parker. 





£ t. d. 


£ 


«. 


d. 


Brought over 


443 8 5 

f 


Brought over, 362 
For paiii of M. Fishet^s pas- 


8 


6 


j 




sage back from Barbadoes... 2 


4 


« 


j 




For letters out of France 17 





j 




To Hester Biddle 1 


10 





j 




To Geo. Bayley, in France ... 6 








1 




For Books to Virsrinia 2 


5 





/ 




John HaH to Holland 10 


12 


8 


/ 


For two Friends that returned 




1 




from HambursT 1 10 









For necessaries for John Hall 4 15 11 






ToSam. Ksher 12 


4 


6 


1 




More to Sam. Fisher 1 


7 


6 


/ 


For the Friends that went to 








Venice 47 


1 









For one Friend to Jamaica, 






1 




for her passage 6 








j 




For necessaries 8 


5 


6 


j 




To the other Friends that went 






j 




toJamaica 12 


4 


8 


1 




More for Friends beyond sea 1 












To Hen. Fell, clothes aud ne- 






1 




cessaries 4 





8 




For clothes for Ann Austin, 


^^ 


j 




when she went to keep 






j 




Sam. Fisher^s house 3 


1 





j 




To John Harwood, when he 






1 




came out of France 4 


10 
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Agreeably to the conclusion mentioned in the Epistle 
issued from the General Meeting held at Skipton in the 
Fourth Months 1659, another was held there in the Eighth 
Month of the same year. To this meeting an epistle of 
considerable length was addressed by Friends ^'from 
several meetings in and adjoining to the county of 
Durham/' a copy of which hsa been preserred. The 
records of the General Meeting itself are but few, and are 
embodied in the form of an Epistle. 

The inducement to hold General Meetings, other than 
the one at Skipton, may have been matter of local con- 
venience, and they appear for the most part to have been 
distinct meetings. It will have been noticed that after the 
Goneral Meeting at John Crook's^ in Bedfordshire, another 
occurred at Skipton, both in the year 1658 ; and that 
the one held there in 1 659 was preceded by a meeting in, 
or adjoining, the county of DurhauL In 1660, the 
General Meeting, which was again held at Skipton, was 
preceded by one at Balby, in the south of Yorkshire, as 
had been the case also in the year 1656. These meetings 
appear to have transmitted information to the one at 
Skipton ; and as George Fox mentions that the elders 
were there ^'ordered from all parts" we discover evidence 
of pre-arrangement, not unlike the subsequent appoint- 
ment of representatives. 

It is observed by one of the biographers of George Fox, 
"that the original Yearly Meeting, of which that now 
held in London is a continuation,'' was " estabUshed at 
Skipton."* George Fox himself, late in hfe, records some 
of his recollections of the various General Meetings held 
about the period now under review, and observes that 
"the Yearly Meeting was kept at Balby, 'in 1660, where 
were many thousands of people;" and Ukewise at Skipton 

• H. Tuke's Life of G. Fox, p. 168. 
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the same year.* A second meeting at Skipton was ap- 
pointed or held in 1660, probably the one referred to by 
G. Fox, no record of which has been foimd. George Fox 
further observes that it was concluded to hold the 
General Meeting afterwards in London, " as being looked 
upon a more convenient pla<;e/' 

In the year 1661, however, a meeting apparently 
similar in character was held at Kendal. We infer, 
therefore, that Friends in the North saw occasion to 
continue the care which had been previously exercised ; 
and that the intention to hold the General Meeting in 
London was not as yet accomplished ; it is doubtful indeed 
whether any such meetings were regularly convened at 
this greatly distracted period of our history, arising from 
the extreme persecution to which Friends were subjected 
by the imposition of the oath of allegiance to Charles II., 
whose restoration took place in 1660 ; and under the 
severities of the Act of 1661, passed to prohibit the 
meeting of Nonconformists, in which " Quakers ^' were 
specially alluded to. The penalties under which this Act 
was to be enforced were such, to use the language of its 
promoters, "as might be profitable to work upon the 
humours of such fanatics,"t and " to cure the distempers 
of these people.^'} The torrent of persecution which swept 
over the Society in consequence of the enactment in question, 
and the noble stand which Friends were strengthened to 
make against it, forms one of the most remarkable circum- 
stances in the ecclesiastical history of this country. Very 
soon after the passing of this cruel law, there was not a 
county gaol in England which did not number among its 
prisoners Friends who had been committed under its 
provisions, whilst some of the prisons were literally 

• Letters of Early Friends, p. 818. 

t Commons Journal, in Kennett, p. 448. 

+ Journal of the Lords, May 28th, 1661. 
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crammed with them. In Newgate alone hundreds were 
thus incarcerated ; and so loathsome and unhealthy were 
the places of their confinement, that during 1662 and the 
two subsequent years, no fewer than fifty-two Friends died 
from disease contracted there. Edward Burrough, who 
waa one of these martyrs, thus writes from Newgate not 
long before his death : — 

" Many have given up their lives in faithfulness, in this place ; and 
their Mthfcilness ia keeping meetings, and in patiently enduring 
many tribulations and cruel exercises, is a crown upon Friends in this 
city. Here are now near 250 of us prisonersf in Newgate, Bridewell, 
Southwark, and the New Prison. In Newgate, we are extremely 
thronged, that if the mercy of the Lord had not preserved us, we 
could not have endured ; there is near an hundred in one room on the 
common side amongst the felons, and their sufferings are great ; but 
the Lord supports.** 

But, cruel as were the provisions of the Act of 1661, 
it failed in its intended purpose of crushing the then 
rapidly rising Society of Friends. This was not, however, 
a period in EngUsh history when sectarian intolerance and 
bigotry could be easily satiated. It was a time of great 
corruption in the Court; and in the nation generally, 
vice and immoraUty ran down like a mighty stream. 
Like some former periods in the history of the Christian 
church, this age of moral dissipation abounded in ad- 
vocates for reUgious persecution; and in 1664, was 
passed the notorious Conventicle Act, than which there 
has rarely been a greater invasion of the rights of con- 
science, or a greater disgrace to the statute books of this 
realm. This was the Act to which Judge Turner referred 
when he told Francis Howgil on his trial — " Well, you 
wiU meet in great numbers, and do increase ; but there is 
a new statute which will make you fewer." Under this 
Act a large number of Friends received sentence of 
banishment from the kingdom in 1665 ; one hundred and 
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twenty were in Newgate alone under this inhnTna,n 
sentence ; and their numbers would, doubtless, have in- 
creased, had it not been for the breaking out of the great 
plague of London in the smmner of tibat year. 

These occurrences sufficiently explain the absence of 
any trace of Yearly Meetings having been held in London 
after the cessation of those held in the North of England. 

Persecution having been m some measure checked in 
London by the visitation of the great plague, we find 
that in the early part of 1666, Friends, from different 
parts of the nation, met in that city, from which meeting 
an epistle of considerable length was issued. 

Towards the close of the year 1666, the great fire of 
London broke out. This terrible conflagration is quite 
sufficient to account for the omission of a Yearly Meeting 
in 1667. In the Second Month of 1668, there was a 
meeting in London, of Friends in the ministry; and towards 
the latter end of 1668, a meeting of ministers from various 
parts of the nation was again held, from which two docu- 
ments were issued. One of these has the following re- 
ference to the time of holding the Yearly Meeting, which 
is signed by— 

«G. Fox. 
''Leovabd Fell. Alexavdbb Pabkbb. 

Stephen Cbisf. John Stubbs. 

John Stobt. Thomas Bbioqs. 

QsoBOS Whitehead. John Wbitehad. 

"^Londofh thsX^thqfike EUveiUh MatUk, lOeS." 

^Dexr FsixirPB, 

** This i§ to let 70a understand, [that] at the last meeting of 
Friandf in the ministry which met in London, and who came out of 
most counties in Enghmd and Wales, at the time called ChriBtmas 
last, (when we had several glorious meetings in the life and power 
of Ood,)"— we did conclude among ourselyes to settle a meeting, to 
see one another's faces, and open our hearts one to another in the 
Truth of Gk)d, once a year, as formerly it used to be ; and once in 
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two years for Friends in the ministry, that go in all parts beyond 
the seas, to come up and meet with us at London. 

** GThe next meeting will be about the time called Easter, in the year 
1670, at London; when [we] shall desire to see your faces, — ^that we 

may see in all meetings that the [word doubtful] be supplied^ 

and that nothing be lacking; then all is well : and that all walk as 
become the order of the gospel, which is the comely order in the 
power of G-od, which all uncomeliness is out of/ 

" This is to be sent to C. Holder [and others named;] — ^and if there 
be any other that labour in the work of Ood, let them haye notice, 
and copies of this ; — and into all the plantations beyond sea, from 
one to another ; and also to Holland, Scotland, Lreland and IVales.*' 

In the foregoing epistle reference is made to the next 
meeting intended to be held in the early part of 1670. 
No account of the holding of a Yearly Meeting in that 
year has been met with, and the probabihty is that none 
was held. There are, however, circumstances which suf- 
ficiently account for this. About a month before the 
intended Yearly Meeting of 1670, a renewal of the Act 
against conventicles came into force with great rigour, and, 
whether with the express object of attending the Yearly 
Meeting or otherwise, we find that there were then in 
London, several Friends in the ministry from distant parts 
of the coimtry. Under the provisions of the Act in 
question, the meetings of Friends were broken up, and 
many of those who attended them, especially those who 
preached in them, were seized and forthwith imprisoned. 
George Fox was taken from a meeting at Gracechurch 
Street, and on the same day John Burnyeat of Cumberland, 
from one at Devonshire House, and John Songhurst of 
Sussex, from one at Westminister. Three days after 
Alexander Parker, with George Whitehead and John 
Boulton, were taken from Devonshire House. This state of 
things continued for months, and with increased severity, 
until at last Friends were taken by scores at a time from 
their meetings in London. From the Peel Meeting, near 
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Smithfield, at one time no less than one hundred were com- 
mitted, and on another occasion about eighty. It was during 
this storm of persecution that RatcliflF and Horsleydown 
meeting houses were pulled down by a company of soldiers 
acting under military orders for this purpose.* But none 
of these things daunted the Christian boldness of Friends, 
and, in the almost certain prospect of imprisonment, they 
kept up their meetings for the worship of Almighty God, 
At Ratcliff, they met on the ruins of their demolished 
building. Neal, the historian of the Puritans, referring to 
this extraordinary attempt of the legislature to suppress 
nonconformists, and the various contrivances which some 
of them adopted to evade its provisions, has left this tes- 
timony respecting the conduct of Friends during this trial 
of their faith : — 

'' The behaviour of the Quakers was very extraordinary, and had 
something in it that looked like the spirit of martyrdom. They met 
at the same place and hour as in times of liberty ; and when the 
officers came to seize them, none of them would stir ; they went all 
together to prison ; they stayed there till they were dismissed, for 
they would not petition to be set at liberty, nor pay the fines set 
upon them, nor so much as the prison fees. When they were dis- 
charged, they went to their meeting house again as before ; and when 
^he doors were shut by order, they assembled in great numbers in the 
street before the doors; saying, they would not be ashamed, nor 
afraid, to own their meeting together in a peaceable manner to 
worship God ; but, in imitation of the prophet Daniel, they would do 
it the more publicly, because they were forbid. Some called this 
obstinacy, others firmness; but by it they carried their point, the 
Government being weary of contending against so much resolution." 
—History of the FwritanSy vol. ii. p. 673-676. 

In 1671, a General Meeting appears to have been held 
in London, and the following documentf was issued by this 
meeting : — 

* Besse, voL L p. 428. 

i* Thia document is found in the Register book for Longford Monthly Meeting. 
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<< At the Geksbal Meetik^ ik Loin)OK, the 13th or the 

roTJBTH Month, 1671. 

" 1. If any collection be seen meet for the service of Truth, the 
same to be ordered by the General Meeting. 

" 2. That John Elson, at the Peel in John Street, carpenter, Arthur 
Cooke of BatclifTe, currier, Gilbert Latej in the Strand, tailor, and 
Edward Man of Bishopsgate, London, hosier, do receive the collec- 
tions from the several counties, and they to keep books of accounts of 
the particular receipts and disbursement of the same, and to give an 
account every General Meeting, how the money was disbursed. 

'' 3. If any legacies be given by Friends, that the Quarterly Meeting 
do take care to enter it in a book what is given, and that it be kept as 
a stock, and the interest of it disposed of towards the bringing up and 
putting forth to apprentices Eriends' children that are poor, and 
towards the helping them to set up when their times are out. And 
if any are made overseers and executors to any deceased to give an 
account to the Quarterly Meeting of the trust reposed in them, and 
to enter it in a book, and the meeting to see the trust performed 
according to the will of the deceased. 

'' That Friends in every meeting do take care to collect an account 
of such as have laboured and spent their days in the service 
of Truth, and at last finished their testimony by death, to write 
the places where their service was, that so they may be kept upon 
record." 

The Conventicle Act was made null and void by the 
** Declaration of Indulgence" of Charles II., pubUshed in 
the First Month, 1672; and, in a few months after, 
Friends who were in prison under the provisions of the 
said Act, were all discharged, under a pardon of the king 
granted for this especial purpose.* 

From the year 1672, we find that minutes of the trans- 
actions of the Yearly Meeting were regularly kept. 
Collections for the general purposes of the Society, which, 
during the storm of persecution referred to, had been dis- 
continued, were now revived, and arrangements were made 

* The pardon, oonsisting of eleven sheets of velliim, is still preserved in the 
archives of the Society in London. A few other nonconformists were liberated from 
prison by this instrument, among whom was John Bimyan, author of ** The Pilgrim's 
Progress." 

b 
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with each Quarterly Meeting for the more systematic 
distribution of works explanatory of our principles ; and 
it was further concluded, that in future, each Quarterly 
Meeting should send representatives to the Yearly Meeting. 
In the following year, another step was taken towards 
the more complete organization of the body by the 
institution of the Morning Meeting of Ministers ; and, two 
years later, by that of the Meeting for Sufferings. A 
large amount of service soon devolved on these two 
bodies : the former had reference principally to the 
examination of works written by Friends for pubUcation 
in furtherance of the Truth, and the latter (as its name 
indicates) to the sufferings of Friends on account of their 
Christian profession. 

The record of the proceedings of the Yearly Meeting 
of 1672 commences thus : — 

" At a Genebal Mbbthj a or Fbibitds, fob the nation, held at 
Devokshibe House, LoirDoif, 29th or Thibd Month, 1672. 

"It is concluded, agreed, and assented unto, by Friends then 
present, that for tbe better ordering, managing, and regulating of the 
public affairs of Friends relating to the Truth and the service thereof, 
there be a General Meeting of Friends held at London, once a year, 
in the week called Whitsun-week, to consist of six Friends for the 
city of London, three for the city of Bristol, two for the town of 
Colchester, and one or two for each and every of the counties of 
England and Wales respectively. That the Quarterly Meetings in 
London, Bristol, Colchester, and all and every the counties of England 
and "Wales respectively, at their Quarterly Meetings immediately pre- 
ceding the said week called Whitsun-week in every year, do take care to 
nominate and appoint the number of Friends aforesaid, to be present at 
the General Meeting aforesaid ; there to advise about the managing of 
the public affairs of Friends throughout the nation. That the Friends 
80 to be chosen for the purpose aforesaid, be desired to be at London 
by the Second-day night of the Whitsun-week, so called, in every 
year at furthest. And upon their arrival there, the six Friends for 
the city of London, together with a competent number of the other 
Friends of the country, may then examine and appoint the time and 
place for the then meeting of the said General Meeting, sometime in 
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ihe said week, called Whitsun-week, in eveiy year accordinglj, until 
further order be taken therein. That as many Friends that labour in 
the Truth, as have freedom thereunto, may be present at the said 
General Meeting: that all others, except such as are nominated| 
appointed, and chosen, be desired to forbear to come to the said 
General Meeting, except such Eriends as they, when met together, 
shall see meet to admit. 

^ That copies hereof be sent to the respective Quarterly Meetings 
throughout England and Wales, for their better regulation in the 
matter." 

Two Epistles were issued from this body, one relating to 
a collection, and the other addressed more particularly to 
ministers and those fiUing the responsible station of over- 
seers of the flock. 

In the year 1673, at a " General Meeting at London, the 
20th and 21st day of the Third Month,'' the following 
conclusions were recorded :— 

'' Agreed, that the General Meeting, consisting of two Eriends from 
each Quarterly Meeting, about public business, appointed the 29th 
day of the Third Month, 1672, till further order, be discontinued, till 
Eriends, in God's wisdom, shall see a further occasion. 

" That the General Meeting of Friends who labour in the work of 
the ministry, do continue as formerly appointed." 

From this body, who met a few days after, an epistle 
was also issued. 

In 1674, the Yearly Meeting was held about the usual 
time, but it does not appear that any epistle or circular 
letter was issued on the occasion. The minutes for this 
year, which were but few, are headed, " At a Meeting, the 
16th day of the Fourth Month, 1674,*' and simply relate 
to arrangements for the distribution in the colonies, and in 
foreign parts, of works illustrative of our Christian prin- 
ciples, and to the printing of a statement of the sufferings 
of Friends. 

In 1675, the records are more numerous. They 
commence with an epistle embodying a number of re- 

b 2 
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gulations ; and then follows another epistle or circular 
letter beginning thus : — 

"At a GhEiTBBAL Yejlbly Mbeth^o at Devokshibe-House, 
LoKDOir, THE 4th or Foubth Mokth, 1675. 

" To Friends and Brethren belonging to the Quarterly Meet- 
ings throughout England and Wales, greeting. 

" These are to signify, that at two sundry meetings in London, 
one being on the 27th, and the . other on the 81st day of the Third 
Month, 1675, many public Friends and brethren of the nation being 
present, these things were considered, and concluded to be intimated 
to Friends and brethren in the counties throughout the nation, about 
the sufferings of Friends." 

The first of the conclusions thus intimated, was, that a 
meeting should be held in London, the 8th of the " Eighth 
Month,'' then next ensuing, at which those who might be 
present, should, it was proposed, "consider and advise 
together, for the help, ease, and rehef of Friends in suf- 
fering ;'' and then occur some recommendations as to the 
stating and recording of the proceedings against members 
of the Society, on account of their religious principles ; 
with advice, importing how far it might be proper to have 
recourse to legal remedies, where the rigour of the law 
was exceeded. 

It has the following brief conclusion : — 

" So in true love to all you our faithful Friends and brethren, to 
whom the care of these things is committed, written and subscribed, 
on behalf of the meeting aforesaid, by your dear Friends and 
brethren." The signatures are, " Gt, Whitehead, Alexander Parker, 
Jasper Batt, John Whitehead, Thomas Salthouse, Eichard Finder." 

The meeting convened as above, took place accordingly 
in the Eighth Month, 1675, and the result was, the esta- 
bUshment of a Meeting for Suflferings, to be held in 
London four times in the year, for rendering assistance, by 
counsel and advice, to Friends under sufiering throughout 
the nation.**^ This meeting, the urgency of whose business 

* About this time Bichard Davies, a Friend, of Wales, proved singularly instru- 
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occasioned it to be held frequently, (generally once a week) 
still subsists under the same designation ; but it may now 
be considered as a standing committee of the Yearly 
Meeting, for the general concerns of the Society, in the 
intervals of its occurrence. 

We proceed to 1676. The minutes of this year, 
bearing date "the 17th and 18th of the Third Month,'* 
appear to have been sent down into the country without 
any epistolary introduction, and simply with this con- 
clusion : " signed in the name and on the behalf of the 
said Yearly Meeting, Thomas Taylor, Ambrose Rigge, 
Jasper Batt, John Blaikhn, William Penn," and ten other 
Friends. The minutes chiefly relate to the keeping of 
records, with advice on the subject of tithes, and of the 
line of conduct to be observed in seeking relief under 
suffering. A circular letter was also issued relative to a 
collection. 

In the records of this year, there also occurs, as having 
been read in the meeting, an epistle of considerable length 
from George Fox, dated ''the 28th of Second Month, 
1676.'' 

The minutes of the next year, 1677, were, it seems, 
in like manner circulated without any introductory 
salutation. They begin, ''At the Yearly Meeting held 
the 5th of the Fourth Month, 1677, at the Bull and 
Mouth, London : Then agreed," &c. ; and close with the 
signature, on behalf of the meeting, of Ellis Hookes. 
They are four in number. The three last relate to suf- 
ferings and to disposing of books, and need not be further 
noticed. The first is important, as shewing the revival 

mental to the release of George Fox from prison, by calling attention to the illegality 
of imprisonment upon premunire, which had been considered to attach for life to that 
sentence, and which had been cruelly exacted. This, with numerous other cases, 
may have induced a concentrated effort by Friends on the subject of sufferings 
generally, in order that they might be the better enabled to give more pointed 
attention to illegal proceedings, and to the means of exciting an interest with 
those in power in favour of Friends under sufferings. — Vide Davie/ Life, Fifth 
Ed,, p. 124. 
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(after the discontinuance in 1673) of a General Yearly 
Meeting for the affairs of the Society, on the basis of re- 
presentation. It is as follows :— 

" Then agreed, that the Yearly Meeting of one or two from each 
county (as formerly agreed upon at a General Meeting in London, upon 
the 29th of the Third Month, 1672, appointed yearly to meet about the 
public affairs of Friends, some time in the week called Whitsun week, 
until further order; and afterwards agreed to be discontinued 
from the 2l8t day of the Third Month, 1673, till Friends in God's 
wisdom should see a further occasion for it) be again revived, and 
begin this time twelvemonth ; and then Friends to advise about the 
continuance thereof, as they in God's counsel shall see occasion. And 
accordingly this meeting offers it as their advice to the Quarterly 
Meetings in the respective counties throughout England and Wales, 
according to the former agreement of the said General Meeting, held, 
as abovesaid, the 29th of the Third Month, 1672, which was for a 
General Meeting of Friends to be held at London once a year, in the 
week called Whitsun week ; to consist of six Friends for the city of 
London, three for the city of Bristol, two for the town of Colchester, 
and one or two irom each and every of the counties of England and 
Wales respectively ; and that the preceding Quarterly Meetings take 
care to nominate and appoint the Friends to be present at the 
General Meeting aforesaid; and that the Friends so chosen, be 
desired to be at London by the Second-day at night, at furthest, 
in the Whitsun week so called ; and that a competent number of 
country Friends meet with the six Friends of the city, to appoint the 
time and place for the assembling of the said General Meeting, to be 
holden in the said week for the service of Truth. And it is desired, 
that the Friends who shall come up out of the several counties, be 
such as understand the sufferings and affairs of their respective 
counties." 

In the same year, 1677, we meet with a remarkable 
epistle, on the subject of a division or separation, which, 
as is well known to those who are conversant with the 
annals of the Society, had its rise about this time,* from 
an opposition in the minds of some to the establishment of 
that order or discipline, which has since been generally 

* See Sewel's History of the People called Quakers, second edition, p. 561 ; 
Oough's ditto, voL iii. p. 9, kc 
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acknowledged to have been greatly conducive to its 
welfare. 

In 1678, we find the Yearly Meeting Paper, (the name 
which seems about this time to have obtained in speaking 
of the <5ommuiiications from that meeting to the subor- 
dinate meetings,) consisting of minutes, with an epistolary 
introduction and close. It begins as foUows : — 

" In the ancient pure and precious Truth, (which will outlast all 
envy and opposition, and shall prevail,) is the very endeared saluta- 
tion of our tender faithfUl love to you all, in which is the blessed 
fellowship of life felt, enjoyed, and maintained, which is well pleasing 
to the Lord, and is matter of holy confidence and heavenly refresh- 
ment to us his people ; and oh ! blessed be his eternal arm of power, 
that hath made us sensible of this unity, and gathered us out of this 
world's spirit (from under the power of the prince and god of it,) 
into this sweet, pure, and peaceable society, which is of great price 
with all them that keep their first love and abide in their integrity to 
the Lord. Well may we say, and that in righteousness, G^od is good 
to Israel, and to all that are of an upright heart. Dear Friends, his 
dew descendeth, his rain falleth, and the light of his heavenly counte- 
nance is lifted up, and shineth upon us ; our hearts are affected, our 
souls are overcome, he hath filled us vnth his blessing, and caused our 
cups to overflow ; he hath spoken such peace to his people as the 
world can neither give nor take away, and therefore they dare not 
return to folly. — ^Ah ! blessed are they that keep in the daily living 
sense of the Lord's power. They shall always be green, and thrive, 
and prosper in the heavenly work of God ; and we testify for the Lord 
God of our precious concord, they shall run, and never be weary, they 
shall walk, and not faint ; yea, it shall be their meat and drink to do 
the will of the Lord. Dear friends and brethren, being met together 
in the fear and counsel of the Lord, and several things of weight 
relating to the church being proposed, considered, and agreed upon 
amongst us, we thought fit to recommend the same to you, as 
followeth : In the first place, to give you the endeared salutation of 
our tender love, and to acquaint you of our general assembly in 
the heavenly power and unity, and next, to recommend you these 
particulars following." 

Then are placed the minutes of the meeting, held the 
22nd of the Third Month, 1678,'' at the " Meeting-place 
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at Horsleydovm/' the 23rd at "the Savoy," and the 24th at 
" the Bull and Mouth." They are almost entirely on the 
subject of sufferings, one kind of which, not much noticed, 
as we recollect, by the historians of the Society, appears 
to have been then frequent : namely, " the often suffering of 
Friends, by being impressed into the King's ships of war." 

The concluding exhortation, with a postscript, is in 
these words : — 

" Aod, dear friends and brethren, keep in the pure and peaceable 
wisdom of Jesus, that you may be in all things ordered to the Lord's 
glory, and your mutual peace and refreshment. Priends, though the 
enemy be near to betray with fair pretences, the Lord is nearer to 
preserve his heritage and water his plants ; therefore let none wax cold, 
let none murmur ; watch against all vain jealousies and evil surmises, 
and that spirit that worketh in a mystery against the blessed unity, 
exalting itself under the words and profession of the ancient Truth, 
against the life and power thereof, and the brethren that abide therein. 
And be noble and valiant for the Truth on earth, look to the Lord 
God of your life, and keep your eye stedfastly to him, and be of an 
universal spirit, and by how much the more it is a day of trial, and an 
hour of temptation, forsake ye not the assembling of yourselves to- 
gether, but by so much the more be zealous and diligent in keeping 
all your meetings, both public meetings and your men's and women's 
meetings, in the Lord's everlasting power by which they were set up ; 
and as you are found diligent and stedfast in the work of the Lord, 
the Q-od of peace will suddenly tread down Satan under your feet, 
and plentifully reward into all your bosoms your patience and per- 
severance, with the durable blessings, peace, and joy of that kingdom, 
which was before the world began, and that never shall have end." 

PosTSOEiPT— ^"from the travelling brethren in another meeting." 

" And, all dear friends, who have been gathered by the powerful 
Word of life, and united by the one Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to be one blessed family and flock to him, and his over all for ever ; — 
keep your blessed concord, and dwell and abide in that love that first 
visited you, which time can never wear out, nor many waters quench. 
It is at this time as a fresh living fountain in our hearts, opened by 
the God of all pure love, life, and mercies, who hath now been with 
us, as of old, and his overcoming precious presence is felt as in ancient 
times, in the deep and weighty sense of which our souls reach to you 
our beloved Mends and brethren, beseeching you not to be weary of 
well-doing, but through patience and well-doiqg, to wait for that glory, 
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honour, and eternal life, which are the everlasting recompense of the 
righteous. 

"And because that the subtle working of an evil spirit, which 
seeketh to make a breach upon our heavenly fellowship, may have in 
measure overtaken and beguiled some that were tender, &om their 
first simplicity, by suggesting, as if the ends of our general meetings 
were not really the service of our Lord Jesus Christ, in his light, 
power, and Spirit, nor the good of his heritage, in all faithful labour 
of love, but to seek, and to set up ourselves, and to erect and ad- 
minister another government in the church of G-od, than that which 
ariseth from the power and Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ ; which 
old slanderous spirit we abhor ; and blessed be the Lord, the way of 
this spirit is much hedged up, and it daily withers. And we do hereby 
further declare unto you, in the faith and testimony of Jesus, that 
we disown and utterly reject all power, authority, and government in 
the church of Christ, that comes not from Christ, and that is not 
exercised in the holy power and free Spirit of the Lord. Yet we are 
fully persuaded, according to the apostles, and our elder brethren in 
former generations, that they that are of G-od will hear us, in his 
blessed Spirit, in that which tends to the Lord's glory and honour ; 
and by that which Eriends have received from the Lord in themselves, 
they will be led to receive and embrace that which cometh from the 
gifb and Spirit of God, by and through us his servants, and yours for 
his glory's sake, in unity, which we have sought above all, and our 
reward is with him. So, committing you to the Lord, and his in- 
grafted Word, which is able to save you to the uttermost, (by which 
the righteous live, and not by bread alone,) and desiring you may 
keep your possessions, in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath all power in heaven and earth committed to him, and in it take 
care of his glory ; we remain your travailing Friends and brethren 
for Sion*s prosperity, and the peace of Jerusalem." 
" Signed on behalf of the meeting, by 

"Ellis Hookeb." 

"London, 24th of Thiid Month, 1678." 

The meeting in the next year, 1679, was held at 
"Devonshire House,^^ on the 10th and 11th of the then 
Fourth Month. Its minutes transmitted to the " Quarterly 
Meeting of Friends in England and Wales," are thus 
prefaced : — 

" DeAB EbIENDS AITD BuETHJEtEN, 

" After the tender salutation of our very dear love in our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto you all, with aU the faithful and upright in heart 
throughout the nation, truly wishing everlasting unity, peace, and 
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prosperity among you in the living sense and enjoyment of Ckxl's 
refreshing presence, glorious power, and blessed unity, wherewith he 
hath as evidently blessed this our Yearly Meeting as ever ; to our 
great refreshment and consolation in Christ Jesus. These are to re- 
commend to your tender and Christian care those things which were 
agreed upon and concluded in this Yearly Meeting, which concern 
the respective Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, for the general ser- 
vice of the blessed Truth, and Church of Christ." 

The minutes relate to the meeting's stock, to the printing of books, 
and to sufferings. With respect to the first of these matters, a fresh 
collection was recommended and the objects of it stated ; amongst 
which IS mentioned the relief of Eriends of Dantzic and Embden, 
who for four years, as the minute expresses, had had " little respite 
from cruel imprisonments, banishments, and spoiling of goods.'' 

The subscription is — " Signed, on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, 
by your dear friends and brethren intrusted to represent unto you 
the things herein contained, 

G-EOBGB Whitehead. Thomas Ellwood. 

Alexaitdeb Fabeeb. Ambbose Bigqe. 

Jasfeb Batt. Thp: Budyabd. 

William Gibsoit. Bichabd Sitead. 

Stepheis^ Cbibp. Ellis Hookes. 

Bobebt Lodge. Johit Banes. 

JoHK Whitehead. Wm: Fallowpield. 

Chables Mabshall. John Bouldbos^." 

A postscript is added relating to the proposed col- 
lection : — 

'' FosTSOBiPT. — Dear Friends, It is upon us frirther to acquaint 
you, that when the before mentioned collection was propounded, and 
the several services and ends thereof opened, the meeting was not 
without a tender consideration and sense of the low condition, poverty, 
and sufferings of Friends in divers places and parts of this nation, 
especially where their burdens and sufferings have greatly abounded, 
and upon many of them are still continued, insomuch that in some 
places they are made so far incapable of affording assistance in the 
case above mentioned, that they have more need of help themselves, 
and therefore we desire the Lord may so much the more tender and 
open the hearts and bowels of those Friends (in this matter) whom 
he hath blessed with outward substance and estates, and in the enjoy- 
ment of their liberty more thfin others, which are all in his hands ; 
as not knowing how soon more general sufferings and trials may come. 



HISTOEICAL INTEODUCTION. XXvii 

So liaYing eliewn you the necessity, and singly leaving it to the Lord 

to incline and enlarge your hearts who are capable in this matter, in 

true love to his Truth, and charity to your suffering brethren ; and 

as not willing to lay any burden on any, but in yoiu* Christian freedom 

according to the ability that G-od hath given you, so to do in this 

matter.'* 

We rest your brethren, 

Geobge Whitehead. Alexander Fabkeb. 

William Gibsok. Johit Bottldbon. 

Stephek Cbisf. Johit Whitehead. 

Jaspeb Batt. Chables Mabshall. 

Ambbose Eigge. Thos: Ettdtabd." 

In 1680, the minutes, which are much on the same 
subjects as in preceding years, have the following salutation 
prefixed :- 

" At a G^itebal Teablt Meeting, held at Devonshibb House, 
London, the 1st [and 2nd, and at Hobsletdown the 3bd] 
DAT or the Fotjbth Month, 1680. 

" Deably beloved Bbethben, 

" To whom is our dear love in the Truth. God hy his good provi- 
dence having brought us together in this Yearly Meeting, hath also 
been in the midst of us, as he hath constantly been on the like occasion 
to our great re&eshment, knitting our hearts together in love, in which 
our unity and concord is preserved, glory to his holy name for the 
same, and for all his tender mercies, for he is worthy. We being met 
together as aforesaid, had under our weighty consideration the suffer- 
ings of Friends in divers respects, and some other necessary things 
relating to Truth, and the aforesaid meeting hath unanimously agreed 
to communicate to you the particulars following ; all which is left for 
you to make use of and practise as in the wisdom and counsel of God 
you may see occasion." 

After the minutes, follows an aflfectionate conclusion in 
these words : — 

" Deab Pbibnds, 

" Our brotherly love in the precious unchangeable Truth doth 
dearly salute you, in which the God of all Truth hath made us near 
and dear one to another ; in which we seek his glory, &om whose 
bountiful hand we receive all our mercies and blessings, to whom all 
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glory, honour, praise, and pure obedience belong for ever ; and be it 
given unto him for evermore. Amen. 

" Oh, Friends ! he hath sought and gathered us out of the crooked 
and bj-paths of unrighteousness, into which we were gone in the 
night of darkness and ignorance, which had spread over us in the days 
that are past ; and we have just cause to say, that he hath sought us 
out as a shepherd seeks his sheep, after the cloudy and dark day. 
In long suffering and patience he hath watched over us for our 
eternal good, and hath given us just cause to say that he loved us 
first, and who, in his tender love, through the working of his 
glorious power in our inward man, hath caused us to love him, 
in which we are led to obey him, which obedience is a proof of the 
reality of our love, and in the same we do in reality love one another, 
in which we watch over one another for good, and therein labour and 
travail, for the good, one of another, in the many trials and deep 
exercises that we meet with, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
and the testimony which he hath given us to bear. The faithful 
apostle said. It is not only given us on the behalf of Christ to believe, 
but also to suffer for his name, and he said. We are conquerors, and 
more than conquerors, through Him that hath loved us ; and another 
apostle said, G-reater is he that is in us, than he that is in the world, by 
whom we overcome. These things are experienced by the faithM in 
this age, to their great confirmation and establishment, the sense of 
which melts and keeps their hearts tender, in which tender state they 
are tender to and careful of the well-being of one another, in which 
they are one another's joy and comfort in the Lord, and unto Gqd a 
sweet savour of Christ in them that are saved, and in them that perish. 
The light of such shineth before men a<3cording to Christ's command, 
that they may see their e:ood works, and glorify their Father which is 
in heaven. L this the God of all ^ur mfrcieT and blessings confirm 
and establish his people daily more and more. 

" Signed on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

"Ellis Hookes." 

*'To the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends, 
in England and Wales.*' 

The next year, 1681, is that with which the regular 
series of Epistles begins. It will be seen, that several of 
those issued previously to 1692, are accompanied by 
Epistles from George Fox. They are added, having been 
originally printed and circulated in connexion with those 
of the meeting. 
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At a meeting of Feiends out or the Nobtheew Counties or 
ToBK, Lincoln, Lanoastee, Chestee, N^ottingham, Debet, 
Westmobeland, Cumbeeland, Dueham, and Noethumbeb- 

LAND, AT SOALEHOUSE, THE 24tH OF THE POUETH MONTH, 

1658. 

Havin g heard of great things done by the mighty power of God, in 
many nations beyond the seas, whither He hath called forth many of 
our dear brethren and sisters, to preach the everlasting Gospel ; by 
whom he hath revealed the mystery of His Truth, which hath been 
hid from ages and generations, who are now in strange lands, in great 
straits and hardships, and in the daily hazard of their lives ;— our 
bowels yearn towards them, and our hearts are filled with tender love 
to those precious ones of God, who so freely have given up for the Seed's 
sake, their friends, their near relations, their country and worldly 
estates, yea, and their own lives also ; and in the feeling we are [have] 
of their trials, necessities and sufferings, we do therefore in the unity 
of the Spirit and bond of Truth, cheerfully agree, in the Lord's name 
and power, to move and stir up the hearts of Eriends in these 
counties, (whom God hath called and gathered out of the world,) 
with one consent, freely and liberally, to offer up unto God of their 
earthly substance, according as God hath blessed every one, — to be 
speedily sent up to London, as a free-will offering for the Seed's sake ; 
that the hands of those that are beyond the seas in the Lord's work, 
may be strengthened, and their bowels refreshed, from the love of 
their brethren. And we commit it to the care of our dear brethren 
of London, Amos Stoddardt, Gerrard Eoberts, John Boulton, Thomas 
Hart and Eichard Davis, to order and dispose of what shall be from 
us sent unto them, for the supply of such as are already gone forth, 
or such as shall be moved of the Lord to go forth, into any other 
nation ; of whose care and faithfulness we are well assured. 

And such Priends as are here present, are to be diligent in their 
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several counties and places ; that tbe work may be hastened with all 
convenient speed. 

Signed bj many Eriends ; amongst them are 



Thomas Aldam, 
JoHir Kellam, 
Thomas Bewlet, 
Thomas Taylob, 
Fbakois Smithsok, 

JOH : FaLLOWPIBLD, 

Tho : Peabson, 
Will: Gakdt, 
Joseph Ekdon, 
Thomas Thomsoit, 
Tho : Stubbs, 
Phill : Swale, 
John BAnoLirr, 
BiCH : Fletoheb, 
James Teknant, 
John Eobbikson, 
Pbteb Cbosbt, 
Hugh Tickill, 
Tho : Faenewobth, 

AlTTHO : PaTBIOKSON, 

Tho : Samson, 



Andbew Eaw, 
Mabmaduke Stobb, 
John Bichmond, 
William Smith, 
John Bobinson, 
John Bobinson, 
John Hodgson, 
Gbegoby Milneb, 
Gama : Milneb, 
bobt : q-oslingb, 

BOBT : BULOOCKE, 

Tho : Atkinson, 
Oliveb Athebton, 
BiCH : Hunteb, 
BicH : Wallne, 
BoGEB EIabfeb, 
Geo . Tatleb, 
Sam : Watson, 
Antho : Peabson, 
Tho : Killam, 
Tho : Bbooksofp. 



The 29th qfihe Fourth Month, 1659. 

We, who are met together at Skipton, in the name and fear of 
the Lord G-od, out of the several counties of York, Chester, Lancaster, 
Bishoprick, Northumberland, Cumberland and Westmorland, do see 
it fit and convenient, that a collection be made in every particidar 
meeting in each county, for the supply of the churches' several neces- 
sities ; (thus) for all that are in the gaols, that are not able to main- 
tain themselves, whether for tithes or otherwise ; and for the supply of 
those that go forth into the ministry into Scotland, Ireland, or other 
places ; and being so coUected, to be sent to one place to Kendal, and 
be from thence distributed for the service above mentioned, and not 
for any other uses. And that for books^ and the poor in every meet- 
ing, care be taken at the Monthly Meetings, for those things, and 
not out of the general collection, excepting for books into other 
nations. And that at the Monthly Meetings of Yorkshire, Bishoprick 
and Cheshire, they advise what money to keep at York, Newcastle, 
and Chester, and send the rest to Kendal, with a note of what is so 
(as a kind of first-fruits to the glory of his name,) unto whom He 
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collected in every meeting, and likewise of the sum sent, and to take 
a receipt for the same under the hand of G-eorge Taylor ; and that he, 
before the stock be exhausted, send forth notice to the several counties ; 
and that those of the Monthly Meetings take care that a record be 
kept in every meeting of all the births, marriages, and burials. And 
that of this general collection, the treasurer for these counties, and 
all those that receive or disburse any of this collection,' give a particular 
account of the same when required. 

The next General Meeting to be the 5th day of the next Eighth 
Month, at Skipton. 



John Killam. 

CheIST : MOOBE. 
Jo: RaWSON. 

Jo: Hogg. 
Hek: Diokiitson. 
Math: Postee. 
Peteb Habdoastle. 
"Will: Hobkeb. 

ThO : WiGLESWOBTH. 

"Will: Haibst. 
"Will: Watkinsow. 
Chables Walmslet. 
Geo : EoBnrsoN. 
Jo: Baldwin. 
Tho : Atkinson. 
Bob : Bitlloook. 
Tho: Gbeene. 
Geo: Ellis. 
Lanc. Wabdell. 



Mabmaduee Beokwith. 
Will: Eobinson. 
Tho . Eobinson. 
Tho : Sawlet. 
Will: Setle. 
Stmon Wilkinson. 
John Moobe. 
Jo : Falloweield. 
Tho : Bewly. 
Jo : Tiffin. 
Edwabd Alloock. 
EioH: Smithe. 
Jo : Camplin. 
Tho : Peabson. 
Jo: HoppEB. 
Anthony Eobinson. 
EoB : Maofoebth. 
Will: Sawley. 
Geo : Taylob. 



EbOM EbIENDS met TOOETHEB at DrBHAM, FBOM SEVEBAL 
meetings in and adjoining TO THE COUNTY OF DUBHAM, THE 
1st day OF THE ElGHTH MoNTH, 1669 : TO EbIENDS WHO SHALL 

meet togetheb out of the beyebal nobthebn cornties, at 
Skipton, the 6th of the Eighth Month, 1659. 

Bbethben and Fbiends, 

It having pleased God, in his marvellous love, in these latter days 
to reveal the mystery of his gospel, which hath been hid from ages 
and generations, and to make manifest his glorious Truth, which hath 
been loDg lost in the dark night of apostacy, since the days of the 
Apostles, — and chosen England before all the nations of the world, 
as the land of his delight, and to bring forth many thousands therein. 
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hath given to see those days that many righteous souls long waited 
for and thirsted after ; — let us all, in the simplicity of Truth, (which 
at the first was made manifest to us,) abide and dwell, and in the 
liberty Christ Jesus hath made us free, stand fast ,- that we be not 
again led back into the errors of those that went before us, who left 
the power, and got into the form, who brought in that darkness which 
hath so long covered the face of the earth, that no footsteps may be 
left for those that shall come after, or to walk by example : but that 
all they may be directed [by] and left to the Truth, in it to live and walk, 
and by it to be guided : that none may look back at us, nor have an 
eye behind them ; but that all may look forward, waiting in the Spirit 
for the revelation of those glorious things, which are to be made 
manifest to them. 

It is needful that we call to mind, how long, and in what manner, 
the world has been distracted and divided, about those things which 
the Apostles practised ; and what sad calamity (besides the loss and 
departure from the Truth) has come upon many nations, about forms 
and ways of discipline and government of the church (so called) ; 
some saying the Apostles made bishops, and gave them power, and 
they ordained Elders ; others saying, nay, it was by the laying on the 
hands of the presbytery ; and others, pleading it was the election 
and choice of the churches. And how have men gathered themselves 
into forms and sects, according to their divers persuasions ; and how 
are others setting up committees to approve and send forth preachers, 
and give them maintenance, seeing into the errors of the former : but 
all being ignorant of the life, or of the true power. And thus have 
men usurped one over another, and intruded into those things they 
understood not ; and by human policy and invention, set up a carnal, 
worldly religion and worship, which has for many hundred years over- 
spread the whole face of the earth. 

Wherefore, in love and tenderness, and in the fear of the Lord, we 
exhort, that we may all, in the unity of the Spirit, dwell in the pure 
wisdom, which is from above ; which comprehend* that which would 
lead out to the setting up persons or things : that the power of the 
Godhead may be known in the body, in that perfect freedom which 
every member hath in Christ Jesus ; that none may exercise lordship 
^ or dominion over another, nor the person of any be set apart, but as 
they continue in the power of Truth. And that none exercise any 
authority, but such to whom it is freely given in the Lord for the 
good of the body : that all the world's images and ways, aiid forms 
and sects, may be condemned and confounded ; and the glory of 
Christ's body made manifest, in that wisdom and in that power, which 
the world cannot comprehend ; that Truth itself in the body may 
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reign, not persons nor forms : and that all such may be honoured, as 
stand in the life of the Truth ; wherein is the power, not over, but 
in, the body ; that our path may be as the way of a ship in the sea, 
which no deceit can follow or imitate. 

That for the better ordering of the outward estate of Friends, in 
all relations in and to the world and to one another, in wisdom and 
as becomes the Truth, and for making collections for the needs of the 
church,— [let] as many particular meetings, or some Friends from 
each of them that are near, and can conyeniently, meet together once 
a month, or as occasion shall require : and as many of such Monthly 
Meetings, or some Friends from each of them in the northern parts 
of England, as can conveniently come together in a General Meeting 
twice or thrice in a year, or as occasion requires, be joined and united: 
and that we may not tie up ourselves to the world's limits of counties 
and places ; but join together as may conduce to the union and fellow- 
ship of the church, and to the mutual help of one another in the 
Lord : and we wish the like may be settled in all parts, and one 
General Meeting of [or for] England. 

That for the supplying the needs of the church, and relieving 
such as are in want, it may be laid upon Friends in every meeting to 
take care of their own poor ; to supply such as are aged and infirm 
in body ; to provide employment for such as want work, or cannot 
follow their former callings by reason of the evil therein ; and to help 
such parents for the education of their children, as have more than . 
they can maintain : that there may not be a beggar amongst us, nor 
any whose soul need be oppressed with care for food or raiment. 
And where Friends of one meeting are overburthened, and under a 
greater charge than they can bear, that Friends at each Monthly 
Meeting take care to contribute to their assistance. 

That Friends at each Monthly Meeting do take care to provide 
supply for such as are in the ministry amongst them, where there is 
need ; as also for the relief of Friends in prison, or any other, 
suffering for the Truth's sake, according to their several wants ; and 
to make collections from time to time for the same. And where 
Friends of any Monthly Meeting are under a greater charge and 
burden than they can well bear, the General Meeting of Friends in 
the North to take care to contribute to them ; that we may all 
bear one another's burdens, and walk in love as becomes brethren. 

That all collections made by any particular meeting, be paid to 
such hands, and disposed to such ends, as Friends of that meeting 
shall appoint : and the same likewise to be observed by each Monthly 
Meeting with their collections ; and the like also by Friends of the 
North, at their General Meetings : that the true power of the whole 
body, and of every part thereof, may be preserved ; that every member 
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may act in its own freedom, and every meeting in its own authority, 
as part of that body which Christ Jesus hath set free. And none to 
usurp over another ; but let him that would be greatest, be servant 
unto all : that as Friends according to their freedom do contribute, 
they may be also satisfied it is laid out by the power and in the wisdom 
of the body to whom they commit it. 

That all collections made by Friends at their Monthly Meetings, 
as also at their General Meetings, be for the needs of the churches 
in general, and not limited for those only that are in the ministry ; 
who will be as much grieved, as others offended, to have a maintenance 
or hire raised on purpose for them. 

That for the more clearness oi^ Truth, and satisfaction of Friends, 
two or more persons be still appointed in all trusts about mon^s, 
and be privy to all receipts and disbursements ; that the innocency of 
the upright may be known, and all deceit be prevented. 

That all Friends that receive any collections, do from time to time 
make account to Friends of the particular meeting, Monthly Meeting 
or General Meeting, by whom they were entrusted; and in order 
thereunto, that a note under two or more hands be sent out of every 
county, with such collections as are appointed by the General 
Meeting, to be produced, together with an account how it hath been 
disbursed [at] the next General Meeting, together with an account 
how such are entrusted therewith ; and that particular notes from 
every meeting under two or more hands be sent with their coUections 
to such persons as are appointed by the Monthly Meeting to receive 
the same, to be produced, together with the account how it hath been 
discharged, at the next Monthly Meeting after. 

Dear Friends, these things being agreed and settled, in clearness 
of Truth, which hitherto have taken up much time at the General 
Meetings, to the loss of many precious opportunities, — you will see 
greater things before you, which more chiefly concern the state of 
the church, and will be of greater service to the Truth ; as our Friends 
who bring this from us may lay before you, as there is freedom and 
opportunity. 

THOlffAS TUBNEB. GeoBQE WiLSOK. 

Eich: WiLsoir, GEOBas Hall. 

Chbibto: BicHHOi^D. Lano : "Wabdell. 

CXTTH : HOFPEB. AlfTHO : 'WtLKlSBOTSC. 

Balfe Hodgsok. Bob : Dt7Blei)at. 

JoHw Jebtkgs. Hugh HrTCHiKsoir. 

JoHir Gbikwell. Hekbt Laxe. 

JoHK Lai^gstape. Balfe PATEsdir. 

Aktho : Peabsok. Andbew Baw". 

Jahes Hall. William Emebsok. 
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Feom toxjb deae eeiends aitd beetheen both of the nobtheen 

AND SOXJTHEEN PAETS, AT THE GeNEEAL MeETIN& AT SkIPTOK, 

THE 25th DAT OE Seoond Month, 1660. 

Deae Eeiends and Beetheek, 

We haying certam information from some Friends of Londoni of 
tiie great work and service of the Lord beyond the seas, in several 
j^arts and regions^ as Germany, America, Virginia, and many other 
places, as Elorence, Mantua, Falatme, Tuscany, Italy, Bome^ 
Turkey, Jerusalem, Erance, Geneva, Norway, Barbadoes, Bermuda, 
Antigua, Jamaica, Surinam, Newfoundland ; through all which, 
Friends have passed in the service of the Lord, and divers other 
places, countries, islands and nations; and ovei* and among many 
nations of the Lidians, in which they have had ^rvice for the Lord, 
who through great travails have published His name, and declared 
the everlasting gospel of peace unto them that have been afar off, 
that they might be brought nigh unto God, and be made partakers 
also of the same common salvation, through the riches of his love 
and grace which have abounded unto usward, that we might shew 
forth his goodness, and faithftdness, and salvation unto the ends of 
the earth ; and for this end and purpose hath the Lord moved many 
to deny their country, and to leave their families and estates, that 
they might fulfil the will of the invisible God ; which hath been 
effected and done by divers who have been moved thereunto, whereby 
the Truth hath been published, and the work of God greatly prospered 
lA maasy p^^s, places, countries, nations and islands, which, in the 
hearts of many, is a sweet savour, which causes the faithful to rejoice ; 
and as for helping of them beyond the seas, there have been two con- 
k^ibutions, which are out ; which have been very serviceable in the 
semce of Truth to them that had not much of their own (thotigh 
ffyme have gone at their own charges), so, whosoever of the Lord are 
moved (that have of the creatures of the Lord that they may not be 
bound in them nor stick in them), [but] do offer them to the service of 
the Lord, as they are moved, and live over them, and do good and 
honour the Lord with their substance, and live in that by which all 
things were cresrtied, then they will feel for their fellow-brethren and 
servants [who are] abroad in the work and service of the Lord, and be 
one with them, though to the utmost parts of the earth ; so, if any 
be moved to the contributing and for helping them beyond seas, 
eheeffuUy do it ) and every one to the ministry yourselves, which is 
[unto] the seed Christ ; for England is as a family of prophets, which 
must spread over all nations, as a garden of plants, and the place where 
the peai^l is found which must enrich all nations with the heavenly 
Measure, out of which shall the waters of life flow, and water all the 

c2 
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thirsty ground, and out of which nation and dominion must go the 
spirituaUj weaponed and armed men, to fight and conquer all nations, 
and bring them to the nation of God, that the Lord may be known to 
be the living G-od of nations, and his Son to reign, and his people {to 
be] one. 

So we, your dear friends and brethren, being sensible of the work 
of the Lord, do recommend these things unto you; that every 
particular meeting in every county may do herein as they are moved 
thereunto by the Lord ; and let it be sent, as formerly, to London, 
for the service and use aforesaid. 

Thomas Bewley. Eich: HABaBEAYES. 

Hugh Tiokill. Johk Gbime. 

Geobge Watkjnsoit. Eobt: Botjltok. 

Mabmaduee Stobb. Gebbabd Eobebts. 

Chbistopheb Htjttok. "William Gaitdt. 

BOBT: POBBETT. JOHN BaWCBOPT. 

EiGH: Davis. Egbebt "Whabtgn. 

Gegbge Egbinsgit. Samitel "Watsgit. 

Thomas Aldam. Mabtin EioHMOiirD. 

Eobt : Bitlcgok. Amgb Stgddabt. 



FbGM GtTB MeETIKG AT KbITDAL APPOINTED PGB THE PtBLIO 
SbBVIOE op THE TbTJTH, THE IST DAT GP THE NiNTH MONTH, 1661. 

Forasmuch as the Lord of life and glory hath called and chosen 
us to be his people, and hath separated us from the world and the 
pollution thereof, and gathered us together and joined us together in 
his blessed covenant of life, whereby we have union with Him that is 
true, who hath revealed, in this his acceptable day, his gracious and 
glorious truth in our hearts, by which we are made fi:ee from the 
great pollutions of the world, and become the servants of righteous- 
ness through the effectual working of the blessed power thereof in 
our hearts, (the price of which transcends all visible things) ; and being 
sensible of the worth thereof, we are engaged in our hearts to promote 
and exalt that from whence we have received life and peace, and do 
reckon ourselves as debtors[ unto all, having received of the riches and 
kindness of the Lord, which endures for ever, desiring that all might 
be partakers thereof. And for that end we do look upon it as our 
duty to do what service we can in our generation for the furtherance 
of Truth, and the spreading it abroad in our day, that they that are 
yet afar off may come to hear the joyful sound thereof. And seeing 
the Lord hath prospered his work, and his servants abroad in other 
regions where the way of Truth has been published, though through 
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much opposition, and travail, and suffering, and necessity, — a neces- 
sity is upon us to do something while we have time and opportunity 
for the furtherance of the Lord's work, and being certainly informed 
firom our brethren at London, that all the money which was gathered 
among our friends and brethren in this nation is out, concerning the 
affairs of Truth beyond the seas, and that there is an absolute necessity 
for some present supply, seeing that many are out of the land, and 
[are] gone into remote regions and foreign parts, even as lambs 
amongst wolves, from whom little can be reaped or expected till they 
be changed, and know another nature ; and besides the cruel suffering 
of our Friends in !N'ew England, and daily spoils, calls for our assis- 
tance and help. 

Therefore, taking these things into consideration, as we have done 
these divers years in the like cause, which we are as ready to do at 
this time as at the beginning ; we do judge it meet and necessary, 
that a collection be made speedily ia these northern counties, to 
wit, Yorkshire, Bishoprick, Cumberland, "Westmorland, Cheshire, and 
Lancashire ; and that every particular meeting do collect what the 
Lord shall move any to give, and then to be brought together to 
every county's collection ; and so by Friends of every county when so 
collected, be sent up to London with speed to Gerard Eoberts and 
others that are entrusted, who hath been, and we believe will be, 
faithful in the business ; and we hope the like mind will be amongst 
the rest of our brethren in every county in this nation, who are made 
partakers of the like precious faith. And this we commend unto 
them, not as enjoining any, but leaving every one to the wisdom of 
Gt)d to be guided in this and all things, only we are free and willing 
to let them know our minds in this particular, and that they may see 
our example, and know the present necessity of which we are informed, 
and also do believe ; and we hope our endeavours in this cause will 
willingly be received, and the end thereof answered by all. 

And so we rest your loving brethren in the unity of the Spirit. 

Westmorland — Henet Waed. Bishoprich — Johk Lai^gstapfe. 

Mtles Batemait. Henbt Dbafeb. 

John Q-eeg&. Lancashire — Thomas Atkinsoit. 

Thomas Peaeson. Eobeet Widdees. 

Yorkshire — Geoege "Watkinson. James Tatloe. 

Feanois Smith soit. Cheshire — ^William Gandt. 
JoHir KiLLAM. Thomas Jajhistry. 

"William "Watkinsob". 
Oumberland—MAn^iADTiKE Stoeb. 

Thomas Bewlt. 
Hugh Tioesill. 
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Concerning the seryice of the Lord whioh we have undertake]]^ 
and are engaged unto from the beginning, we are still ready to th^ 
jsame, and do recommend it to all the brethren who have obtained th^ 
like precious faith, to do as they are moved in this case, whereof w^ 
have done as an example unto you — not by commandment ; and w^ 
hope that you all will be like-minded concerning the servipe and work 
of the Lord, which necessity requires thereunto, with all expedition. 

We rest your dear Friends and brethren in the fellowship of the 
Gospel of Christ Jesus, as above written. 



A TeSTIHOITT FBOM the BBXTHBEir WHO WSBIS HET T0€^ETH£9 AT 

London ik the Thibd Month, 1666, to be oommxtnioatep tq 

7AITHETTL EbIENDS AlO) ElDEBS IN THE COUNTIES, BX THEM TO 
BE BEAD IN THEIB SEYEBAL MEETINGS, ANB KEPT AS A TESTI* 
MONY AMONGST THEM. 

We, your friends and brethren, whom G-od hath called to dab<Mir 
and watch for the eternal good of your souls, being at the time afore- 
said, through the Lord's good hand which hath preserved us ab 
liberty, met together in his name and fear, were by the operation of 
the Spirit of Truth brought into a serious consideration of the present 
state of the church of God ; which in this day of her return out of the 
wilderness, hath not only many open but some covered enemies to 
contest against ; who are not afraid to speak evil of dignities, and 
despise government ; without which, we are sensible our safety and 
fellowship cannot be kept holy and inviolable. Therefore, as God 
hath put it into our hearts, we do communicate these things 
following imto you, who are turned from darkness to light, and 
profess fellowship with us in the glorious gospel, throughout nations 
and countries where we have travelled; which unto us is very 
precious, as we believe it is also unto you, who in love have received 
it, and understood the principles, and felt the virtue and operation of 
it ; in which our spirits breathe, that we all may be preserved, until 
we have well finished our course and testimony, to the honour and 
glory of the Lord God, who is over all, blessed for ever. 

Pirst.^ — ^We having a true discerning of the working of that spirit, 
which, under a profession of Truth, leads into a division from, or 
exaltation above, the body of Friends, who never revolted nor degene- 
rated from their principles ; and into marks of separation from the 
constant practice of good ancient Friends, who are sound in the faith 
which was once delivered unto us ; and also into a slight esteem of 
their declaration or preaching, (who have and do approve themselves 
as the ministers of Christ,) and of the meetings of the Lord's people, 
whereby and wherein Friends are, and often have been, preciously 
revived and refreshed: and imder pretence of crying dovm men 
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and forma, do crj down the ministry and meetings, or encourage 
those which do the same. — ^We say, the Lord having given us to see, 
not only the working of that spirit, and of those that are joined to it, 
who bring forth those ungrateful fruits, but also the evil consequences 
and sad effects of the same, which are of no less importance than 
absolutely tending to destroy the work of God, and lay waste his 
heritage:* — ^we do unanimously, (being encouraged thereto by the 
Lord, whose presence is with us,) declare and testify, that neither 
that spirit, nor such as are joined to it, ought to have any dominion, 
office, or rule in the church of Christ Jesus, whereof the Holy Spirit, 
that was poured forth upon us, hath made us members and overseers : 
neither ought they to act or order the affairs of the same ; but are 
rather to be kept under with the power of God, till they have an ear 
open to instruction, and come into subjection to the witness of God ; — 
of the increase of whose kingdom and government there shall be no end. 

Secondly. — We do declare and testify, that the spirit of those that 
are joined to it, who stand not in unity with the ministry and body 
of Eriends, who are stedfast and constant to the Lord and his 
unchangeable Truth, (which we have received and are witnesses and 
ambassadors of,) have not any true spiritual right nor gospel authority 
to be judges in the Church, and of the ministry of the gospel of Christ, 
80 as to condemn them and their ministry: neither ought their 
judgment to be any more regarded by Friends, than the judgment of 
other opposers, which are without; for of right the elders and 
members of the church, which keep their habitation in the Truth, 
ought to judge matters and things which differ ; and their judgment 
which is given therein, to stand good and valid amongst Priends, 
though it be kicked against, and disapproved by them who have 
degenerated, as aforesaid. And we do further declare and testify, 
that it is abominable pride that goes before destruction, that so puffs 
up the mind of any particular [individual], that he will not admit of 
any judgment to take place against him ; for he that is not justified 
by the witness of God in Friends, is condemned by it in himself; 
though, being hardened, he may boast over it in a false confidence. 

Thirdly. — If any difference arise in the church, or amongst them 
that profess to be members thereof, we do declare and testify, that the 
church, with the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ, have power, without 
the assent of such as dissent from their doctrines and practices, to 
iiear and determine the same. And if any pretend to be of us, and in 

* The spirit of disaffection and separation preyalent at this period through the 
influence of John Perrot is here doubtless in view. Several addresses were issued by 
fedthfiil Friends to warn and exhort the flock against this deceitful and wasting snare 
of the enemy : amongst them might be mentioned an Epistle of Stephen Crisp, as 
-very instructive yiz., Aft Epittle to Friends, amceming the present and suceeedinff 
tunes, &c, 1666. 
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case of controversy will not admit to be tried by the cburch of Christ 
JesTis, nor submit to the judgment given by the Spirit of Truth in the 
elders and members of the same ; but kick against their judgment as 
only the judgment of man, — it being given and manifested according 
to Truth, and consistent with the doctrine of such good ancient 
Friends as have been and are sound in the faith, and agreeable to 
the witness of God in his people ; when we testify in the name of the 
Lord, that if judgment so given be risen against and denied by the 
party condemned, then he or she, or such as so far partake of their 
sin as to countenance and encourage them therein, ought to be 
rejected, as having erred from the Truth. 

Fourthly. — That the ministry may not be justly blamed, we declare 
that if any go abroad hereafter, pretending to that weighty work and 
service, who either in life or doctrine grieve good Friends that are 
stedfast in the Truth and sound in the faith, so that they are not 
manifest in their consciences, but disapproved by the witness of God 
in them : then ought they, whatever have been their gifts, to leave 
them before the altar, and forbear going abroad, until they are 
reconciled to the church, and have the approbation of the elders and 
members of the same. And if any that have been so approved of by 
the church do afterwards degenerate from the Truth, and do that 
which tends to division, and countenance wickedness and faction, as 
some have done, then the church hath a true spiritual right and 
authority to call them to examination ; and if they find sufficient 
cause for it by good testimony, they may judge them unfit for the 
work of the ministry, whereof they have rendered themselves unworthy; 
and so put a stop to their proceedings therein : and if they submit 
not to the judgment of the Spirit of Christ in his people, then ought 
they publicly to be declared against, and warning given to the flock 
of Christ in their several meetings to beware of them, and to have no 
fellowship with them, that they may be ashamed ; and the lambs and 
babes in Christ Jesus preserved. 

Fifthly. — And if any man or woman who are out of unity with the 
body of Friends, print, or cause to be printed, or published in writing, 
anything which is not of service for the Truth, but tends to the 
reproach or scandal of faithful Friends, or to beget or uphold division 
or faction; then we do warn and charge all Friends that love the 
Truth, as they desire it may prosper and be kept clear, to beware and 
take heed of having any hand in printing, publishing, or spreading 
such books or writings ; and if at any time such books be sent to any 
of you that sell books in the country, after ye (with the advice of 
good and judicious Friends,) have tried and find them faulty, send 
them back from whence they came. And, we further desire that, 
from time to time, faithful and sound Friends and brethren may have 
the view of su^h things as are printed upon Truth's account, as 
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formerly it has used to be, before tbey go to the press ; that nothing 
but what is sound and savory, that will answer the witness of God in all 
people, (even in our adversaries,) may be exposed by us to public view. 

Sixthly. — We do advise and counsel, that such as are made overseers 
of the flock of God by the Holy Spirit, and do watch for the good of 
the church, (meeting together in their respective places, to set and 
keep the affairs of it in good order,) to beware of admitting or 
encouragiQg such as are of weak and of little faith, to take such trust 
upon them ; for by hearing things disputed that are doubtful, such 
may be hurt themselves, and hurt the Truth ; not being grown into 
a good understanding to judge ol things. Therefore we exhort that 
.you, who have received a true sense of things, be diligent in the 
Lord's business, and keep your meetings as to Him ; that all may be 
kept pure and clean, according to that of God which is just and equal. 
"We also advise that not any be admitted to order public business of 
the church, but such as are felt in a measure of the universal Spirit of 
Truth, which seeks the destruction of none, but the general good of all, 
and especially of those that love it, who are of the household of faith. 

So dear friends and brethren, believing that your souls will be 

refreshed in the sense of our spirits and integrity towards God, at the 

reading of these things, as we were, whilst we sat together at the 

opening of them ; and that ye will be one with us in your testimony 

on the behalf of the Lord and his precious Truth, against those who 

would limit the Lord to speak without instruments, or by what 

instruments they list, — and who reject the counsel of the wise men, 

and testimony of the prophets, whom God sanctified and sent among 

you in the day of his love, when ye were gathered, — and would not 

allow Him liberty in and by his servants, to appoint a place wherein 

to meet together, to wait upon and worship Him, (according as He 

requires) in spirit, but call this formal, and the meetings of man ; — 

we say, believing that ye will have fellowship with us herein, as we 

have with you in the Truth, we commit you unto God, and to the 

word of life, that hath been preached unto you from the beginning ; 

which is neither limited to time, nor place, nor persons, but hath 

power to limit us to each, as pleaseth Him : — that ye with us, and we 

with you, may be built up in the most holy faith, and be preserved to 

partake of the inheritance, which is heavenly, amongst all those that 

are sanctifled. 

EiCHABD Faekewoeth. Stephek Ceisp. 

Alexandee Paekee. Thomas Geeeb*. 

Geoegb "Whitehead. John Mooit. 

Thomas Lob, Thomas Beiggs. 

JosiAH Cole. James Paekb. 

John Whitehead. 
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Epistle tbom Fbisitds oe the Genebal Meetustg held us 
liONDOiir, THE 31sT OF Thibd Month, 1672. 
Deab EBiEin)8 AND Bbethbex, 

From that universal love and care which the Lord our God hath 
begotten in us towards one another, his church, and people, these 
things following are opened in us hj his Holj Spirit, to present both 
unto you, who are called forth in a measure of the heavenly gift to 
labour and travel abroad to minister unto others, and unto you who are 
more resident in ihe several counties and meetings, who have a care 
and oversight committed to you by the Lord, in your respective places, 
counties, and meetings, for the good order and comfort of the Church. 

First. — To those that are called forth with a testimony for God, 
and those that are endued with an heavenly gift for that end, — our 
tender advice and counsel in the Spirit of life and true love is, that 
you all wait and dwell in the heavenly life and spirit of the gospel, 
wherein both true judgment and mercy is ; that thereby you all may 
be made manifest in men's consciences, and be a good sa,vour to God, 
both in life and doctrine : that your conversations, as well as your 
words, may preach Truth, and shine in your sobriety and holy 
examples ; and so be instrumental in His hands for the conversion, 
salvation, comfort, and establishment of others. And our earnest 
desire is, that you all may be so preserved, in dilignece and subjection 
to the power of an endless life, as that none may run on too hastily 
or forwardly in any exaltation of spirit, away from the sense of the 
arising of the pure life and testimony : nor yet any to quench its 
arising, motions, or testimony, through fear, negligence, doubtings, 
secret dispute, or backwardness : but that every one may dwell in 
that living sense, willingness and diligence, as tends to your enlarge- 
ment and growth, and to the increase of your gifts and measures in 
the life. And that every one who ministers may be kept in th^ 
lowness, in subjection and tenderness of spirit to the Lord and his 
counsel ; so that a clear and heavenly understanding may be opened 
and increased in them, and so in true meekness and huipility retained, 
as that^in the spirit of the gospel, they may be enabled gradually to 
demonstrate the Truth, to the opening the understandings, and for 
the conviction of the consciences of the hearers ; before either they 
pass positive judgment upon Truth's adversaries, or their principles. 
Also, that the first principles of the true light, repentance, and 
remission of sins through the name and power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, be kept to, held forth, and preached to the world, for the pre- 
paring their hearts for God : and none suddenly to rush into, or strive 
out of God's counsel to speak of, the high mysteries of the gospel, 
nor cast pearls before swine. Neither hastily, or at first entrance, 
out of their own measures and attainments, to assert the highest 
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doctrines^ as th^t of perfection, or height of attaimneortsy before 
people's minds are prepared by the secret power of Grod for the first 
principles or beginnings ; that thej may not be stumbled, nor their 
pinds biassed against Truth, by any hasty or untimely asseirtiug 
matters beyond their measures and capacities, — that is without 4b 
.deliberate progress in the work and travail of the gospel : and that 
^Christ, his death, blood, and resurrection, be rererently spoken of^ 
according to Scripture expressions;^ 

That none be forward or hasty in traversing the ways ;and {Krin- 
f iples of professors j to propose objections^ nor to make or raise more 
in preaching than they clearly answer by the plain evidence of th^ 
^Spirit ; lest any lose their matter, entangle themselves, and leave th^ 
jbearers more dark and doubtful than they found them. And w^ 
warn and charge all concerned, both in England, Scotland^ and elser 
where, in the presence of the living Q-od, to take heed of coming tp9 
•pear the disobedient hypocritical spirit of contentious professors, tp 
gratify them with unsound words and nice distinctions ; whiph tend 
io darken knowledge, and vail the simplicity of the gospel, and to 
|)ervert the holy Truth. 

Again, when any one la speaking comes to feel li>ofth str^igth of 
life and matter of ministry to be wanting, we advise such not tp 
jgtrive ,to bring forth and enforce words ; but then to be still, and wait 
itill life arise to bring forth its own testimony : for that is the way to 
(be enlarged, and to be further accomplished in the work. And no( 
•to run over or beyond the living sense of the heavenly life, nor into 
vain rerpetitions, either in preaching or praying, through striving or 
•eagerness of mind ; but to keep low and tender, in the true sense and 
feeling of the holy seed and divine power, which gives life and strength. 

We desire and exhort aU such as are young, ai^d not thoroughly 
experienced in the service and work of the gospel, to keep in their 
pwn proper gifts, measures, and orders of the life : and out of aU 
striving or straining beyond their line, to be heard or ,seen pf n^n; 
and so to be, kept clear, in the true sense and exercise of their own 
proper gifbs, out of all mere imitations and formed ^abits, whiph .^e 
not to edification. 

And every on* bo keep in the peacea^e wisdom , and. life in jor^ 
•travails, out of all extremes and whirlings, which tend to d^aw ouj; 
,^d unsettle people's minds. And avoid all imagined, unseasonably 
and untimely prophesyings ; which tend not only to pt\r up persequ- 
-tion, but also to the begetting airy and uncertain expectations, and 
io the amusing and affrighting simple people firom receiving th^ 
Tnith: for ;this' practice, (Jod's wisdo^i neither leads to, nor justices. 
Aiid t^ke heed of aggravating reflections .and forward clashing pii 
ipei^SQAS qr .people, with unseasonably and rashly using .namep a£ 
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distinctions ; which will be resented as reproachful to them, and not 
only stamble and prepossess their minds with prejudice, but also 
hinder their conyincement : whereas our endeavours have been and 
are, to open men's understandings, and to convince their consciences, 
that they may repent. 

Be careful and labour in the peaceable gospel, to settle, stay, and 
establish people's minds in the holy principle of life and light ; that 
they may not be puffed up, nor run into hurryings, or confusion in 
their own wills ; but that the living praises of G-od may naturally 
break forth in his own Ufe ; [that they run not into] any singularity 
to admire or wander ailer any particular man or persons ; for this tends 
to the hurt, both of themselves, and [of] some that labour amongst 
them, and hath been hurtful. Our labour and travail hath been and 
still is, to preach Christ, as servants for his sake, and to gather to Him, 
and not to ourselves ; nor to seek popularity, applause, or praise of 
men, nor any self-interest ; for if any do, they'll fall, and the power 
of God will work them under, and without repentance cast them out. 

And speak not evil one of another, to the lessening one another's 
reputation, or testimonies for Truth ; but be tender of one another's 
testimony, not to weaken it, — we exhort you in the name and power 
of G-od. As also to let no strife, hard thoughts, nor jealousies, lodge 
in any of your minds one against another ; but in brotherly love and 
tenderness, speak privately and gently one to another, to remove all 
offences, jealousies, and aggravations whatsoever. And be sure do 
not judge, nor reflect publicly, to the weakening or hindering the 
least gift or testimony that is in any one for God and his Truth ; but 
where there is a sincerity and a tenderness, and the least budding or 
breaking forth of life, or heavenly gift, let it be nourished and 
encouraged, and those that are young watched over and holpen, in 
the tender love of God. Let there be no harshness nor severity 
exercised, to the hurt or prejudice of any ; but feel the life and spirit 
of the Lamb through and over all. 

Secondly. — ^And you, our Priends and brethren, who have a care 
and oversight committed to you in your several places and meetings, 
being set as pillars in the house of our God, — if any of you shall at 
any time come to see any weakness, want of wisdom, or miscarriage, 
either in doctrine or practice, by any who come abroad to labour or 
minister among you, — ^we tenderly request, and earnestly desire, that 
you would, in brotherly love and tenderness, speak privately to them 
for their good and preservation ; that they, and the testimony they 
have for the Truth, may be preserved, and rightly improved ; that 
none who have a call from God may be discouraged, nor any gift of 
God quenched. And so, all forbear public judgings and reflections 
upon such as have a gift given them, and a sincerity in their intentions ; 
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though for a time there may be a want of wisdom in some, in the 
management thereof, yet do not discourage and wholly crush them 
under, but help them in the love and counsel of God. And as much 
as in you is, stop all false, depraving, and hurtful reports, whisperings, 
tattles and backbitings ; and set true judgment over all sowers of 
strife and discord, we beseech you, for the Truth's sake. 

And we desire you would be exemplary in your families, and care- 
ful in the education of your children in the holy nurture and fear of 
the Lord ; that thereby it may appear unto the world, that you are of 
the true seed of Abraham ; of whom God testified, that He knew that 
he would command his children and household, that they should keep 
the way of the Lord. 

And we beseech you for the Truth's sake, with the power of God, 
stop all busy, discontented spirits, (if any appear among you,) from 
reflecting upon and meddling with the powers, or those in outward 
dominion, — and aU fruitless discourses of that tendency and nature ; 
which, with that old discontented professor's spirit, (which is neither 
yaliant in times of suffering, nor contented in times of liberty,) are 
to be shunned, rejected and reproved, whenever met withal : that 
all among us walk innocently and peaceably with a good conscience 
before all the world ; — ^for that gives true boldness and confidence. 

And aU of us seriously to eye and mind the supreme Power and 
over-ruling Hand, which commands the seas, and stops the floods, 
and stills the winds and storms ; and can restrain the remainder of 
men's wrath, and turn them like waters, as seemeth good in the sight 
of Him, the Lord our God : — to whose love, oversight, care and pro- 
tection, we commit you all, with his whole family ; desiring that his 
peace and unity may remain and increase in and among you, and the 
multiplying of all spiritual blessings and refreshments of life unto you 
all, who are of the same mind and spirit with us in that eternal truth, 
love and life ; — wherein we dearly salute you all. 

Our desire is, that copies of this be communicated to Friends and 
brethren herein concerned. 

Tour faithful brethren in the Lord, 

Geobge "Whitehead. Johk Ceook. 

Alexakdeb Pabkeb. William Gibson. 

John Stobt. Stephen Cbisp. 

Thomas Salthouse. William Smith, 

John Whitehead. James Habbison. 

John Gbayes. Thomas Geeen. 

Eobebt Hodgson. Thomas Cubtis. 

James Pabej:. William Bbend. 

Jaspeb Batt. Samuel Thobnton. 

Thomas Eosebtson. William Yabdley. 
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Epistle fbom Eblends met in Londok, the 26th o:f Thibd 

Month, 1673. 

Deab Fbiekds and Bbethben, 

The Lord our Qod hayings by his eternal power, raised up and 
preserved many £uthful and living witnesses of his blessed Truth 
until this day, both for the conversion of many from darkness to light, 
knd for their building up, establishment, and comfort therein, bj his 
6wn living eternal word of life and reconciliation ; and having also 
signally blessed this precious opportunity of our assembling together 
with His glorious presence, power and mi^esty manifest among us, 
which many were and are eye-witnesses of; and in the unspeakable 
sense thereof many have been as melted, and their hearts exceedingly 
broken, and their souls overtaken, and deeply affected with God's 
linspeakable goodness and power, love and life, so plentifully shed 
abroad among us and in our hearts : — in the sense whereof our hearts 
are open and aflbcted towards you all, even in the same dear and 
tender love and life that is abundantly shed forth unto us; and from 
which our salutation is to all our deur ^Friends, brethren, and sisters, 
in this and other nations. 

Having the general state of the churches and people of Gt)d 
opened unto us, with a tender care upon our hearts, and breathing of 
our souls, that they all may grow, prosper, and be preserved, in unity, 
grace, and good order : that divine life and virtue may reign, and 
abundantly flow over and through all, to your replenishment and un- 
speakable comfort ; that you may keep out the enemy in all his appear- 
ances, that would make dividons and disturbances in the churches : — 
for at this time the enemy is busy, and secretly at work for that end, 
to make rents ; endeavouring thereby to bring the open opposers tod 
adversaries of Truth over us. It is, that strife and divisions may be 
stirred up among ourselves, that they desire and watch for; and 
therefore, where any are instammehts thereof they seirve not the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but the enemy : they that make divisions and cause 
offences contrary to the gospel, and that seek to sow discord among 
brethren, are not only to be marked, but the Lord will make them 
manifest ; and his power will bring them under, and debase them, as 
it hath done and will do that spirit, which is guilty of jealousies, evil 
surmisings, whisperings, and hard speeches against the brethren, and 
faithful labourers in the Lord's work. It is the accuser of the brethren 
that strikes at their testimony, and seeks to undermine and to beget 
a disesteem and slight of them in it ; which adversary must be watched 
against, and for ever cast down and out. And we are assured from 
the Lord, that all sowers of discord, accusers of the faithful brethren, 
slighters and undervaluers of their testimony and gifts, self-seekers, 
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whisperers, backbiters, and all self-willed and self-exalted spirits, 
God will debase ; His eternal power will work them under, and all 
that which offends shall be removed. God's pure power is at work — 
refining, thoroughly purging his floor and sanctifying his church and 
people ; that there may be no rfent or schism, but that the Lord may 
be one, and his name one, among us : and blessed are you that keep 
to your first love, and retain your integrity to the end. 

O ! dear Eriends and brethren. Watch in the light against all Ih© 
enemy's wiles ; and pray for the peace of Jerusalem, that she may be 
tfeen in her beauty and splendour, as a city without breaches ; that 
peace may remain in her walls, and prosperity within her palaces. 1 
let it be the general care of all our brethren, to whom the Lord hath 
committed an oversight in the churches, to keep things quiet and in 
good order, by the power and wisdom of God ; who is not the author 
of confusion, but of peace : — and that the public affairs of Truth be 
managed and carried on in the^ame power and wisdom, which is pure 
and serviceable ; that all in humility may submit to Christ's rule and 
government, in the spirit of meekness and condescension. Keep oiit 
all roughness and harshness one towards another, and 2^1 self-rule 
and dominion, that is not of the life, but in the will of the fiesh ; and 
let all that be kept down for ever, — and that no strange fire be 
kindled among you, nor in your meetings. And elders and overseers 
must not be self-willed, nor soon angry, nor given to haste or passion, 
nor [to] any shortness or brittleness ; for such keep riot in a sound 
mind, nor in the discerning either of true judgment or mercy,— which 
are both to be exercised among you, as the spirit of life opens to you 
the conditions and states to which they properly belong. For as all 
looseness, disorderly walking, and scandalous conversation and prac- 
tices, iriust be severely reproved and judged Out, especially among 
them thit are convinced of the precious Truth, — and the guilty to 
bear their judgment arid biu'then ; so likewise mercy and forgiveness 
must be extended to such as, having been overtaken with a &ultj 
come to feel a true tenderness in their hearts through judgment — and 
to receive counsel, that they may be preserved in fear and watchfiil- 
riess. And let not judgments and testimonies against mi^toiages 
and offences be made more public than the miscarriage^ ar^, — ^^to 
harden those that miscarry, and give the adversaries of Truth advantage 
to throw dirt upon Eriends : but be careful and tender for the Truth 
and Eriends in that riiatter : and endeavour to save the souls even of 
those that are tempted and drawn aside. As also, that private diffe- 
tencoB which riiay happen among any Eriends or brethren, be ended 
by some Eriend, in the wisdom and counsel of God, with as much 
privacy as may be, — without troubling or disturbing the public meet- 
ings or churches with them, and without public reflections upon 
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persons, where the difference or offence on either hand is not so 
notorious or publicly manifest, but best to be ended privately ; — both 
for the preservation of them who are concerned therein, and the pre- 
vention of such occasions as may either stumble the weak, cause con- 
fusion, or give the world occasion to reproach Friends and Truth. 
And Friends, we desire that all differences may be ended in the several 
counties where they do arise ; and that the honour of God, and peace 
of the Church, may be minded, both by those whose case is to be 
determined, and those who are to determine : and that none join with 
such a singular spirit as would lead him to be sole judge in his own 
cause, but, in the restoring and healing spirit of Christ, both the 
offended and the offender may for the Truth's sake submit to the 
power of God in his people, in those cities, places, or counties, with 
such Friends as they with the parties concerned shall call to their 
assistance ; for they do and will judge for God. And if any will not 
give up his matter to the judgment of Truth in his people, he doth 
but render himself and his cause suspicious, and that he wants the 
sense of the fellowship of the body : and as Friends keep in wisdom 
and patience concerning such, it will come over him, and be his bur- 
then ; for the universal spirit of Truth, by which we are called and 
made a people, leads not into any such practice. 

Dear Friends, let the authority of God's power, heavenly and 
peaceable wisdom, be eyed in all your assemblies ; that the govern- 
ment of Truth and righteousness may be exalted over all, that true 
judgment and mercy may have their place. And though a general 
care be not laid upon every member, touching the good order and 
government in the church's affairs, nor have many travailed therein, 
yet the Lord hath laid it more upon some, in whom he hath opened 
counsel for that end, — and particularly in our dear brother and God's 
faithful labourer, George Fox,— for the help of many : and God hatb, 
in his wisdom, afforded those helps and governments in the churches, 
which are not to be despised ; being in subjection to Christ the one 
head and lawgiver, answering his witness in all. And so all necessary 
counsel, admonitions or testimonies, that have been given forth and 
received in the universal spirit of life and unity, have their service 
for God, in subjection to his light and [in] subserviency thereto, and 
in order to answer the great rule and law of the Spirit of life, as pro- 
ceeding from it. And they that are spiritual will acknowledge those 
things spoken or written from this spirit, and for this end, to be the 
requirings of the Lord. Many in divers places have received help and 
encouragement from Him, through those helps and governments that 
He hath afforded in the church— the true and living body, which we 
are members of; in which as all keep their habitations, there is a 
sweetness and harmony of life, unity and subjection one to another, 
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and a preserving one another in the Lord : yet every man in his own 
proper order, — for every member of the body is not an eye ; and yet 
each member hath its proper place and service, and all in subjection 
to the one life, power, and head, which is Christ. And it hath been 
observed by us, that that spirit which despiseth governments and 
dominion, and speaks evil of dignities, is either a singular, or a eelf- 
righteous, self-separating spirit, that would itself bear rule, and be 
judge over all, — ^which also seeks to stumble and darken the simple ; 
or a loose, disobedient, careless spirit, that would not be reformed; 
but live at ease in the flesh and fleshly liberty ; which the power of. 
God will rebuke. But though he hath given us dominion over that 
spirit and its perverse ways, which oppose His power, and would work 
division, and lead into a corrupt liberty ; yet it is no dominion over 
your faith that we seek ; — but that we may be helpers of your joy in 
the Lord, and you as diligent co-workers together in the faith and 
love of God ; wherein we all may be a mutual comfort, joy, and crown 
of rejoicing, one to another, — as having one Master, and we all brethren 
in Him, who is the Lord of the household, and God of glory, whose 
glorious presence is with us. And it is a wrong spirit, that would' 
surmise or insinuate jealousies, or beget prejudice against the faithful- 
labourers in the gospel, and helpers in government : — to misrepresent- 
such, as aiming at any other ends and interests than Christ's interest- 
and government over all; which God is our record, we are clear^ 
from seeking or aiming at any other. And in His authority and 
power, we stand witnesses against that spirit for ever, both in our 
open and secret enemies, which either smites at our heavenly society, 
or would break our unity. 

To the Prince of Peace, who is our head and lawgiver, — unto whom 
thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers are subject, — be glory 
for evermore ! unto whose power and government we commit you all, 
and, in true endeared love, rest 

Tour dear brethren, 

Thomas Geeen. Samuel Watson. 

Alex: Paekee. John Lang staff. 

William Beend. Aethue Ismead. ' 

William Gibson. James Adamson. 

MoEGAN Watkins. John Cox. 

John Geaves. James Meeeick. 

Samuel Thoenton. John Bouldeon. 

John Whitehead. John Eaunoe. 

Jasfee Batt. Geoege Whitehead. 

John Andeedon. Stephen Ceisp. 

Thomas Salthouse. William Penn. 
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Thoicab Bbiogs. Geoboe CoAIiE. 

Jows Moome. EoBSBT Babolat. 

Chables Mabshaxl. Edwabb Bqvbke. 

LlTEE HOWABD. JaICES ClAYPOOLE, 

Sahuel Cateb. Blchabb Almokd. 

Chables Llotik William Ealloweielb. 

* 

Jakes Hall. Bobebt Cabt. 

* We desire that true copies hereof may be conmnmicated to and! 
read in tbe sevmral Quarterly, MoutUy, and other meetings of Erie&da 
and brethren^ throughout England and elsewhere. 



At a soLEior Gekebal MEETiira of mant faithtttl Fbieitds 

AISTD BbETHBEN, OONCEBiaEn IN THE PUBLIC LABGUE OF THE 

Gospel abtd sebtice of the Chttbch of Chbist, fbom the 

MOQT PABT of the NATION. 

Bbloted Fbiends attd BbethbeNj 
upon weighty consideration had of the affairs relating to the 
Church of Christ in our day, in the counsel, wisdom, and orderings 
of Ood*8 Holy Spirit, whose glorious, bright, and refreshing presence 
was plentifully manifested among us ; we do with one consent agree 
to, and conclude upon,, these following particulars, seriously recom-^ 
mending them to the care and diligence of all Friends and brethren 
in the Truth, in their respective places and services, and whether in 
these or other parts of the world, where thi&i may come ; hoping that, 
upon reading hereof, they will have some sense of that heavenly 
power, presence, and wisdom of God that filled our hearts, and gave 
us heavenly unity, both in receiving and giving forth this our advice 
and counsel : and that through a sensible fellowship in the same power 
and wisdom of God in themselves, they may be stirred up to put the 
same in practice in their several places, to the exalting of that blessed 
name in which we have found salvation ; and to the debasing and 
bringing under whatever hath lifted up itself against that most holy 
name, and led from the unity of the faith and good order that stands 
therein. 

[2%« above is UUraductory^ to several disoipUnar^ regulations^ most 
of which occur in our *' Uules of Disciplined The epistle ends with 
this subscription :-^ 

Your brethren, in the love and labour of the gospel, and Priends 
present at the said meeting, 

A. Pabe3:b. S. Cbisp. J. Bttbkteat. 

T. Salthottse* G. Whitehead. W. PEmf. 
[And Seventy-five other Friends.] 

Ltmdon, the 2*!th day qf ike Third Mawth, 1675. 
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Subjoined to the above is a postscript, which we give at length : — 

PosTsoBiPT. — There is yet a weight and necessity laid upon us from 
the Lord God, in the bowels of Jesus Christ, to beseech and warn aU 
Friends who are or may be concerned in these weighty matters, from 
the aforesaid meeting, and about the affairs of the church, that yotL 
all walk unblameably in these things, and be examples and encouragers 
of heavenly and gospel order to the flock of Qt)d, that your authority 
in the Truth, and interest with his witness in men's consciences for 
their convincement, may be preserved in the name and power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and therein eye and seek the salvation and etemid 
good of souls, which he that winneth is wise ; and none of you to 
manage things in strife, or vain glory, or in a zeal without true know- 
ledge or gospel order, as to the manner of your proceedings, as well 
as the matter intended, that no real occasion or advantage may bd 
given to such as have offended, fallen short, or been weak in anything; 
for it is known to the Lord our G-od, that we have a care upon our 
hearts, and travail in our souls, that our testimony for Him in these 
matters may not be injured, lessened, or made invalid, through im- 
prudence on any hand as to the managing thereof, our care being fot 
souls, and having a general eye unto the Truth, and the church's 
peace in these things before mentioned. Wherefore, let the peaceable 
wisdom that comes from above, and is gentle and easy to be entreated, 
be eyed, followed, and justified by you, and amongst you all, and not 
that which is from beneath. And, in that Divine light, power, and 
Spirit, which hath judgment, mercy, and forgiveness in it, to minister 
in their season, you will feel our life, and have unity with us, and a 
sense of our care for the church's peace and prosperity, and the salva- 
tion of souls, which is of great value. Blessed are the peace-makers^ 
for they shall be called the children of God. 
Your faithful brethren, 

G. "Whitehead. Jaspeb Batt. 

Alexandee Fabees. Wm: Penit. 

John "Whitehead. James Pabej:. 

Thos: Salthouse. "Wm: Gibson." 



FbOM a MEETIira HELD AT ElLIS HoOKES HIS OHAHBEA, VSf 
LONDOK, THE 12tH 01" THE FoTTBTH MoWTH, 1677. 

OUB DEAB PbIENDS AND BbETHBEN, 

The Lord, who is the Ancient of Days, the unchangeable, and 
Holy One of Israel, that was, and is, and is to come, our Bock and 
Str^igth for ever, hath graciously brought us together by his own 
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power, and is with us, yea, and hath covered us with his love and 
Spirit, and filled our hearts with his undeclarable kindness ; the sense 
of his mercies hath exceedingly overcome us, and the remembrance of 
his ancient goodness has even melted and cemented us together ; and 
blessed, and sweet, and very precious to our souls is the heavenly 
unity of life among us, wherein at this meeting the Lord our God 
hath crowned us with glory, dominion, and peace : blessed for ever be 
Jiis pure name ! 

Oh 1 how good it is for all to keep in the living sense of God and 
his Truth ; where plenteous redemption and preservation are known, 
where the murmurer and repiner can never come : therefore all that 
are in the uttering, dissatisfied, and jealous nature, full of doubts, 
reasonings, and objectings, go from their pure eye, and out of Truth's 
habitation in themselves, and so come to sufier loss. Dear brethren, 
at this time, as on the like occasion hath been frequent with us, the 
care of the peace and welfare of the chiu*ches of Christ came upon 
us, and, blessed be the Lord, things are generally well and flourishing, 
and Truth grows famous, though sufferings abound in several places ; 
yet it is well with Friends, and the Lord's power reigns, and great 
has been the concern of Friends about the sufferings of our brethren, 
and other things, and blessed meetings have we had, wherein things 
have been clearly opened, sweetly and tenderly treated on, and in 
much love and brotherly kindness concluded ; for which blessed be 
the name of the Lord, whose living, ancient, fresh power and presence 
was with us. But truly with bowed spirits and grief of heart have 
we perceived the obstinacy and obdurateness of some that have gone 
into the self-will, casting tender love and entreating behind their 
backs ; setting up, continuing in, and promoting false and pernicious 
jealousies and secret smitings, whereby they are darkened in their 
understanding, and so have, through the power of the enemy of the 
King of Eighteousness his peace, set up a kind of standard of 
separation from the blessed fellowship and communion that the 
churches of Christ sweetly possessed together ; to the dishonour of 
God, his Truth, and people : more especially John Story and John 
"Wilkinson, notwithstanding the many visitations and admonitions of 
love and life, even in the deepest travails, and that from time to time, 
and year to year, particularly the sense and admonitions of the last 
Yearly Meeting, written in great love, that they might return and be 
reconciled before they offer their gift, which they have rejected. 

And forasmuch as it appears to us that they will not come at us 
nor near us, in the peaceable Truth which we have frequently truly 
desired for their good, but that they go on in their opposition and 
evil smiting against the faithful brethren and practice of the church 
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of Christ, refusing to dissolve their separate company in the North, 
or clear their hands of them by a faithful testimony against them, or 
so much as blot their names out of their paper of separation ; and 
l)ecause we are sensible they have made an ill use of our forbearance, 
even to strengthen themselves in their separation, and cover their 
evil designs the more among some simple-hearted Friends persevering 
therein by word, "writing, and practice, we are constrained after this 
continued waiting and exhortation thus slighted by them, for the 
glory of the name of the JJord, the sake of the peace of the churches 
of Christ, and that we may stand clear in the power of God, of the 
blood of all in the great and notable day of account, more publicly to 
reprove and judge them in these things. And we do hereby reprove 
and judge that jealous, rending, and separating spirit, and them 
and their separate company, as being in that spirit of separation ; and 
that by the power and Spirit of our God, and we do warn all to whom 
this comes, to beware of the said J. S. and J. W., whose way at 
present is not the way of peace and Christian concord, for if it 
were they would not offer their gift till reconciled to their brethren. 
Therefore brethren, everywhere, stand up in the power and wisdom of 
God, for the testimony of Truth against that wrong, jealous, mur- 
muring and dividing spirit ; and where they come, warn them in the 
name of the Lord to go home and be reconciled to their brethren, and 
not go thus up and down to offer up their gift (which in this state is 
not a peace but a division offering) contrary to the precept of Christ 
Jesus our Lord, of being first reconciled, whateverv their pretences be ; 
and therein will you acquit yourselves in God*s sight, and shew true 
love and friendship unto them, and those that may be hurt by them ; 
which our friends most earnestly desire, yea, that it may be truly well 
with them both here and for ever ; and from the Lord we say, had 
they loved the prosperity of Zion and the peace of Jerusalem more 
than their own self-will and self-separation, and had they sought the 
unity that is in the Truth, and sweet communion of brethren, which 
stands in that love that thinks no evil, and that wisdom that is 
gentle, and very easy to be entreated by the brethren, sweet and very 
precious had our fellowship been together at this day. 

And it is our exhortation to you. Friends and brethren of 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, that you watch in the light and 
power of God, against this separating spirit that smites at the blessed 
fellowship of the churches of Christ, and where it enters any, in 
God's love to admonish, exhort, and warn such to take heed of that 
ravenous spirit, and to keep the unity and peace of the family of the 
Lord, the household of Christ ; and if, notwithstanding your tender 
Christian dealing and forbearance, such persons persevere and go on in 
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their Beparate spirit and practice, let God's Truth be clear of them; 
snd Truth set over their heads, according to the blessed order of the 
gospel of Christ settled amongst you ; and, dear brethren, be caieM 
not to suffer your meetings, which were gathered, not by the will of 
man, but by the power and wisdom of the Lord God, to be disturbed, 
overruled, and spoiled by heady, obstinate, and contentious persona, 
that disturb the peace of the church of Christ ; neither fear man, but 
eye the Lord, and wait in his power and wisdom to be guided and 
ordered, and so go on to your work in the name of the Lord ; for th« 
teed of life, and not the wisdom that is from below, Biiist rule and 
have the dominion for ever. But forasmuch as the way of ihe working 
of this subtle enemy has been to suggest that it is the design of some 
to make themselves lords over God's heritage, and to set up a worldly 
and arbitrary power in the church of Christ ; and then to run out 
into severe exclamations against imposition, crying up liberty of 
>^ conscience, thereby casting a mist before the eyes of the simple, and 
a stumbling-block in the way of the weak; this we feel ourselves 
constrained in the love of the Lord, for the good of all to declare, and 
the Lord that gathered us and preserved us to this day by his Spirit, 
is our record, that we deny and abhor any such thing ; for we have 
one Lord, Judge, King, and Lawgiver in the church, and that is 
Christ Jesus; unto whose light, power, and Spirit we have been 
turned, and in that have worshipped "him, and had Ibllowship together 
to this very day, and are your servants for his 'sake. And we are 
assured in the Lord that those that keep in the light, and life, and 
power of Jesus, will have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship 
is with the Eather and the Son ; and though it is far from us to bruise 
or hurt the poorest or least member in the church of Christ, who may 
not have that clearness of sight or strength of faith which the Lord 
has brought us to, but that they may be cherished ; yet by that salt 
which we have in ourselves from the Lord are we enabled to savour 
between the transformations of the enemy and the scruples of the 
innocent, and, as to be tender of the one, so to give judgment against 
the other ; and our day and age hath lamentably shewn us the effects 
of that spirit that, under the pretence of crying down imposition) 
and pleading for liberty, and doing nothing but what it is free, 
endeavours to lay waste the blessed unity of brethren, and so 
overrun the heritage of the Lord, that Uved together as an orderly 
family under the law of life and living order of the gospel, with a 
loose and unsubject conversation, which would bring confusion in the 
church. And to the end that those very persons concerned in this 
separation may appear to be no true lovers of Christian liberty and 
gospel privileges, as they pretend, let their own paper, which is a 



1677. J EARLY EPISTLES. \v 

declaratioii of the reasons of tbeir so separating, be read and weighed 
in tbe universal love and life of Christ Jesus, and therein we well 
suppose will be found the true nature of imposition, in that none 
of their own county are allowed to be of the Monthly or Quarterly 
Meetings, but such as are appointed and chosen by the particular 
meetings ; next, that none of other counties, though public labourers 
of the gospel, are to be admitted to be at their meetings, unless it be 
to tell their message and immediately to depart : and these with such 
like things eighty-seven subscribed as the reasons of their separation, 
and foundation of a new government among themselves, which is a 
plain independency from the life and practice of the churcb of Christ 
throughout the world. 

Oh Friends ! watch in the power of God against this spirit that 
would make them twain that God hath made one, and separate what 
God hath joined together, and you that have any interest in them, 
and to whom their regard is. Oh ! have a care that you give them no 
strength in their manifest separation, but stand upon your watch- 
tower, dear Priends, in God's love, and touch not with that spirit, the 
enemy of Zion's glory, and their peace ; give not your strength to 
them, but deal faithfully with them, and seek them in God's way and 
wisdom, that whatever becomes of them in the end, you may be clear 
of their blood in the sight of the Lord, and they may not say but 
that they have had a day of love and visitation. And truly that which 
has encouraged us in this epistle is that good success God hath blessed 
our like endeavours in his power with ; for many deceived by them 
and confederated with them, having seen their snare, in tenderness of 
spirit have honestly confessed their fault, and are come from them, 
and have testified both against the separate company and themselves 
for having been of it ; and now live in unity with their brethren, and 
feel the joy and quiet habitation that in the communion of saints and 
fellowship of the churches of Jesu^ are enjoyed : Praises to the Lord 
for ever. And as we desire, so we hope, that more will be brought to 
the same blessed sense. 

So be zealous for the Lord, dear brethren, and stand up in his 
Spirit and power for the peace of his church, and in his precious 
peaceable life dwell, that keeps in soundness of mind ; then will you 
shew mercy to that to which mercy is due, and judgment to that 
to which judgment is due, without respect to persons, and herein 
our pure true love is shewn to them and all mankind, and the 
God of our heavenly love, peace, and precious fellowship be with us 
all, and bless us, and keep us, to the glory of his eternal name, who 
over all spirits, angels and men, thrones, dignities and dominions, 
reigns, and is worthy and blessed for ever. 
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"We are, unanimously, your dear and faithful brethren, in the 
labour, travail, tribulation, patience, hope, and rejoicing of the 
kingdom of Jesus our Lord, 

Thomas Tatlob. Wm : Edmtjitdson. 

Thos: Bbiggs. Ambbose Eigge 

James Habbisok. James H 

John Botjbitb. Thos : Eobebtson. 



Jaspeb Batt. 
John Bubnteat. 

JnO : WlLSFOBD. 
JnO : ElSON. 



CUTHBEBT HaTHUEST. WiLLIAM GoSNELL. JnO ; DeW. 

Henbt Jackson. Benjn: Antbobtjs. Sam: Cateb. 

Giles Baenabdiston. Samuel Jennings. J. Yattghton. 

John Moon. Eiohabd Pindeb. 

MoBGAN "Watkins. Phinbas Bell. 

Thos: Atkins. James Fletoheb. 

Wm: Gibson. Tho: Zachabt. 

Chbistopheb Bacon. Tho: Bbeisley. 

Eogeb Longwobth. John Ttsoe. 

Chbistopheb Tatlob. John Watson. 



EiCHABD Datis. 
John "Whitehead. 
Nicholas Gates. 
Leonabd Fell. 
John Abbaham. 
Stephen Smith. 
Bbat Dotlet. 
Thos: Holmes. 



Tho : BtTBB. 



ezekiel woollet. 
Ebas: Eincheb. 
Jno: Kilbobne. 
Wm : Whalet. 
Tho : Ellwood. 
Sam: Ectllbeck. 
John Higgins. 
Thos: Labimobe. 



Wm: Ealloweield. John Hill. 
JoNATH : Johnson. Anth : Tompkins. 



EiGHD : ViCKBIS. 

James Clatpoole. 
Oliveb Sansom. 
Luke Howabd. 
EiCH: Snead. 



John Boy. 
Chables Mabshall. 
John Blaiklin. 
Wm: Penn. 

EeAS : MOOBE. 
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EPISTLE, 1681. 

Deab, Friends and Brethren, 

We dearly salute you in our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our 
prince of peace, our head, our life, and lawgiver ; being truly 
comforted and refreshed in his continued presence and blessing 
with us, and with our meetings and christian care in the affairs 
and concerns of truth and churches of Christ ; truly rejoicing 
in the living sense and accounts we have at this meeting of 
truth's prosperity, and of the love, unity, peace, good order, 
and godly care among Friends and Brethren in most counties 
throughout England and Wales, and also in other nations and 
foreign parts. Blessed be our God for ever I In whose con- 
tinued love, and on the behalf of this our Yearly Meeting, and 
as the sense and agreement thereof, these following particulars 
are recommended unto you : — 

At a General Meeting held at Devonshire House, 

London, 

The 24th day of the Third Month, 1681. 

I. It is the advice and desire of this meeting. That the 
Quarterly Meetings in each county appoint one, two, or more 
Friends to attend at every assizes and quarter sessions in their 

B 
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respective counties^ there to make inquiry of the clerks of the 
assizes and quarter sessions^ what Friends are there presented or 
prosecuted for recusancy, or such like ; and to take copies of aU 
such presentments, prosecutions, and convictions as they find 
against any Friends ; that they may thereby be the better able 
to take off, prevent, or avoid such prosecutions, as the truth 
may permit and direct. 

II. It is also desired, That when Friends send up their cases 
of sufferings in general, or any particular case, in order to have 
Friends here in London to endeavour any redress thereupon, by 
application to the king, parliament, or other magistrates, that 
the same be written down (as weU with respect to the loss sus- 
tained, goods distrained, severe or illegal treatment or usage by 
justices, or other persons) plain, pertinent, and distinct, as to 
matter of fact only ; without any reflection upon the magistrates 
or persons by whom Friends have suffered, or against whom any 
complaint is made. And that such sufferings as are returned 
to be recorded here, be first perused by the Quarterly Meeting, 
or such persons as they shall appoint ; and the same to be signed 
by the said persons so appointed. 

III. That an account be yearly sent up, of all such Friends 
as are in prison, or prisoners ; that we may know who are de- 
tained prisoners, and who are discharged since the Yearly 
Meeting before; and when discharged: Also to signify the 
time of their commitment, by whom prosecuted, and for what 
cause. 

IV. That always care be taken to bring distinct accounts of 
all such Friends as have died in prison, or prisoners, for their 
testimony to the truth, since the foregoing Yearly Meeting; 
with their names, age, dwelling-place, education, callings, time 
of convincement, and the places of their travail and service, and 
time of sufferings and death. It is also desired, that where any 
accounts of such Friends are already sent up, which are wanting 
in any of these particulars, care may be taken that they may be 
completed accordingly. 

V. It is again the desire of this meeting, that every Quarterly 
Meeting enter this, and all other such papers and epistles as 
they may have had from the Yearly Meetings, in their book, to 
be read every Quarterly Meeting ; that Friends be reminded of 
the services therein desired. 
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VI. Agreed, That there be the like General Yearly Meeting 
this time twelve months, as the Lord gives liberty : and that in 
each county Friends be reminded to send up persons from their 
respective counties to the next Yearly Meeting. 

Finally, dear Friends and Brethren, we commit you to the 
Lord God, to be ordered by his divine wisdom and counsel ; and 
therein continue your love and tender care one for another, and 
for Truth^s prosperity. All dwell in the love of God, in unity 
and peace in Christ Jesus, the prince of life and peace ; and 
therein go on in his service, and keep your habitations over all 
that which is contrary, or would hinder you therein, or disturb 
your peaceable societies. 

So the God of Peace be with you, bless and prosper you, 
in his love, heavenly union, and peace in Christ Jesus. 
Farewell. 

Signed on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting by 

Ellis Hookes, 



EPISTLE, 1682. 

Deak Friends and Bbethben, 

We salute you in the Lord ; and recommend unto your godly 
care and discretion these following particulars, to make use of 
and practise, as in the counsel of the Lord you see cause ; being 
agreed on and advised in this our Yearly Meeting, for your 
help and service of one another in true and brotherly love, 
whereunto ye are called. 

At a Yearly Meeting fob, Sufferings, 

Begun and held in London, the 5th of the Fourth Month, 1682. 

It is the agreement and advice of this meeting, That Friends 
take care, in all counties and places where they suflFer by dis- 
tress of their goods, or imprisonment of their persons, whether 
by warrant from the justices of the peace, by indictments at the 
assizes or sessions, or process sent down to the sheriflP^s office, 
that they procure and send up with their sufferings exact copies 
of all warrants for distress, and such like; which they may 

B 2 
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generally procure from the constables^ tithing-men^ or head- 
boroughs ; and the copies of all mittimusses granted or made by 
justices of the peace ; which they may have from the gaoler, and 
which the gaoler is bound to deliver by law, on demand, to the 
prisoner, according to the late Habeas Corpus Act, 31 Car. II., 
intituled " An Act for the better securing the Liberty of the 
subject :"* and likewise to procure copies at large of all indict- 
ments at assizes or sessions ; which they may have from the 
clerks of the peace and clerks of the assize : and copies of all 
writs and process issuing out of any of the courts at West- 
minster, which are directed to the sheriflFs; which they may 
have from the under-sheriflTs office : which may not only demon- 
strate their sufferings more exactly, but be a better means and 
proof here to endeavour for their redress. 

It is also advised and agreed. That what was the last Yearly 
Meeting agreed on, relating to the account and testimonies of 
the first spreaders of truth who are deceased, be again recom- 
mended to the respective Quarterly Meetings to make inquiry 
into^ and send them up to London. 

At the said Meeting, 

The 6th of the Fourth Month, 1682. 

Upon consideration of the general suffering of Friends in 
many counties, ic is the desire and advice of this meeting. 
That in such counties where there are any severe and immediate 
sufferings, they, out of their respective Monthly Meetings, 
appoint some honest and knowing Friends to be as a Meeting for 
Sufferings for that county, who may take care, with all possible 
exactness, to state and draw up the cases of sufferings : that 
they lay the same before the respective justices, (which is also 
as the statute plainly directs, f) and magistrates of their own 
counties, for redress; and before the judges of assize, and 
bishops, where concerned against Friends; and that such 
account as they send up to the Meeting for Sufferings here, 
may be the same as they give to their own magistrates, duly 

♦ Also the sheriff, gaoler, &c., shall permit and sufibr the prisoners to 
send out for beer, victuals, and other necessaries, where they please ; as 
is required by a penal statute, 22 & 23 Car. II. cap. 20, § 10, 13, " For the 
Eelief of distressed Prisoners.** 

t 4 Hen. VII. cap. 12. 
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stated^ and well witnessed : and where necessity requires that 
accounts of sufiFerings be sent np with such speed that they 
cannot stay to a Monthly or Quarterly Meeting, that such 
accounts be viewed and approved under the hands of three or 
four Friends at least, to prevent mistakes, and loose uncertain 
accounts of things complained of : and that before any accounts 
be entered in the Quarterly Meeting books, the same be plainly 
and orderly drawn up by some knowing Friends in sach 
concerns. 

And it is further agreed. That when accounts of sufferings 
are sent up to London by Friends, they also send up account 
that they have laid the case before the justices and magistrates^ 
for redress, who have not relieved them : and that the Friends 
coming up from the several counties to the Yearly Meeting 
bring up the account of their sufferings from their respective 
Quarterly Meetings, not in loose papers, but fairly entered in a 
book, under distinct heads and causes. And further, that in 
their own Quarterly Meeting books they enter, and send up here 
also, true accounts of the release or relief of Friends by name, 
by justices, magistrates, or others ; and by what means, and by 
whom, and the time when also, released or relieved. 

And it is further agreed and advised by this meeting. That all 
judgments of God upon persecutors, informers, and others (not 
only what has of late years befallen them, but from the first 
breaking forth of truth,) be drawn up in writing, and entered 
in every Monthly Meeting book where it came to pass, exactly 
in all circumstances of time and place, and attested under the 
hands of witnesses : that thence it be sent and entered in their 
Quarterly Meeting books, and thence transmitted yearly to this 
General Meeting, in order to be here recorded and published in 
print, or laid before authority, as a service may be seen to be 
therein. 

Upon consideration of the general sufferings of Friends for 
recusancy, by prosecution for twenty pounds a month, on the 
statute of 28 Eliz., and seizure of two-thirds of estates, it is 
again the advice of this meeting unto all Friends, in the re- 
spective counties of England and Wales : — 

I. That some Friend attend every assizes and sessions ; and 
inquire whether any Friends are presented by the constable, 
churchwardens, &c. 
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II. If any, or who, are indicted thereon ? That if they have 
any acquaintance or interest with the grand jury or justices, 
they improve the same, to prevent the grand jury^s present- 
ment. 

III. That they have the printed sheet of the case of recusancy 
sent down, that was presented to the parliament, and all Monthly 
Meetings furnished therewith; and to deliver them to the 
grand jury and moderate justices, at or before the assizes and 
sessions, to inform their judgments in that case, that those laws, 
by which we are prosecuted, were intentionally made against 
papists, and not against protestants. 

IV. That if any writs of seizures be issued out against them. 
Friends attend the same. ' If they have any mortgage or incum- 
brance on their estates, that they plead the same to the jury of 
inquiry, to prevent such seizure. 

V. But where such seizure cannot be prevented, then Friends 
to use their interest with the jury not to over-rate their lands. 

VI. That persons under such prosecution endeavour, before 
conviction and distresses taken, to clear their accounts; and 
secure, or satisfy for, their debts which they owe to all persons ; 
and suffer for their testimony with no other estate but their 
own. 

Upon discourse of the case of Friends* sufferings on prosecu- 
tion in the Exchequer for tithes ; and consideration as to 
appearance and not-appearance, and answering and not-answer- 
ing, to process and bills exhibited against them. Friends are 
left to their liberty and freedom in the truth, in their respective 
cases. And also, that as Friends have freedom, and will tender 
or give in their answers in person, without oath, to the barons 
of the Exchequer, Friends have unity therewith ; believing it 
may be of good service and testimony for the truth against 
swearing, and against the severity of the court^s prosecution of 
Friends to contempts, rebellion, and sequestration, upon their 
not accepting their answer without oath. 

At the said Meeting, 

The 7th of the Fourth Month, 1682. 

Upon consideration of Friends' books, and the disposing 
thereof for the general service of Truth, it is agreed and desired. 
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That every Quarterly Meeting in each county take care weightily 
to consider and advise amongst themselves such way, method, 
place and places, as [are] fit to sell, publish, and dispose of 
books given forth for the service of truth ; and the numbers 
they would receive ; and give advice thereof to their respective 
correspondents here for the Meeting for SuflFerings in London, 
to whose care and ordering these concerns are referred. 

At the said Meeting, 
The 8tli of the Fourth Month, 1682. 

Upon consideration of sufferings in general, it is the advice 
of this meeting, That in cases of difficulty, and where Friends 
who are sufferers, stand in need of advice in any particular case, 
they send up their respective cases to the Meeting for Sufferings 
in London. And it is also left to the freedom of Friends of the 
Quarterly Meeting, for their better and more easy understanding 
when they are prosecuted, and suffer in person and estate, con- 
trary to law, to buy or provide the '^ Statute-Book at Large ;^^ 
to which, on all occasions, they may have recourse, and thereby 
may in many cases be made capable to know when and how 
they are injured, and to whom to apply for redress. 

It being queried, ^^ Whether any person can be prosecuted 
in the ecclesiastical court, and there censured; and indicted 
and prosecuted at common law, or the temporal court, for one 
and the dame offence ?" — Upon consideration thereof, it is 
apprehended by several, that in case it be such offence against 
any statute, where the statute ascertaining the punishment makes 
provision that the offence punished by virtue of that statute, 
shall not be otherwise punished (as in the statute of 1 Eliz. 
cap. 2, § 24, and that against conventicles, 22 Car. II. cap. 1, 
§ 14), in such cases of offence they cannot for one and the same 
offence be censured in the ecclesiastical court, and prosecuted 
in the temporal court. But in case they be, the remedy may 
be thus ; viz. ^' If prosecuted first in the ecclesiastical court, and 
after in the temporal court, he may plead the former prosecution 
to the latter. — If prosecuted first in the temporal court, and 
after in the ecclesiastical, he may plead also the former procedure 
to the latter. If the ecclesiastical court accept not of such:^leti 
in bar, and stay not procedure thereon, the person may, in any 
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of the courts at Westminster, suggest the whole matter, and 
have a prohibition thereon to stay the procedure in the ecclesi- 
astical court ;" as it is the judgment of some knowing in those 
matters. 

A case being here proposed about public meeting-chouses, 
and what (the sense of Friends is) shall be done by those in 
whose name or names such house is purchased, it is agreed, and is 
the sense of this meeting, that such as have given up their 
names, and undertaken the trust of any public meeting-place, 
do own and stand by the same in time of trial and persecution ; 
lest they give opportunity and occasion for our adversaries to 
seize our meeting-houses, as some have been done to, for want 
of one to own the houses. And, further, if any persons having 
such trust at this day, have not strength to stand by their trust, 
and therefore are willing and desirous to give it up, that they 
surrender the same. And that such as will take up these trusts 
be good and upright Friends, who take them up in faith, and 
will acknowledge themselves to be owners of such houses in 
time of trial or necessity, or prosecution by the act against con- 
venticles, or otherwise. 

A proposition being made to this meeting on prosecution for 
twenty pounds a month, by informers on Qui tarn writs at 
common law ;* it was queried, ^' Whether it was advisable to 
appear, or not appear, to such suit, but to go to prison upon 
the first writ for not appearing ?'' — Upon consideration of some 
knowing in this case — 

1. That any Friend, appearing when first arrested, may, at 
small cost of the informer, be prosecuted to a judgment and 
execution ; — 

2. That not appearing, the prosecutor cannot proceed upon 
his suit to any declaration, nor to judgment or execution, until 
the person arrested, at the informer's cost, be brought to the bar 
of one of the courts at Westminster ; — 

3. This cost being five or ten pounds, or sometimes more, to 
bring the person from the country gaol to Westminster>hall, 
which an informer seldom can or will lay out ; — * 

4. Such appearance being in general not only to ease the 
prosecutor in his charge in prosecution, but also forwarding him 
in his suit ; — 

* 23 Eliz. cap. 1. 35 £li2. cap. 1 § 10. 
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It is plain, (in the sense of divers) that not appearing is the 
greatest disappointment to the informer. 

Howbeit, it is the sense of this meeting, That Friends be left 
to the guidance of the power of God in themselves, and as they 
have freedom therein. 

It is desired and advised by this meeting, That it be recom- 
mended to the several Quarterly Meetings to send up one or 
two faithful Friends, who are knowing in the affairs of the 
church, and the state of Friends there, to attend the next General 
Yearly Meeting, if the Lord give liberty, and make way for the 
same. 

At the said Meeting, 

The 9th of the Fourth Month, 1682. 

These questions following were proposed to the Friends who 
appeared for the respective Quarterly Meetings, to give answers 
to: — 

I. What Friends in the ministry, in their respective counties, 
departed this life since last Yearly Meeting ? 

II. What Friends, imprisoned for their testimony, have died 
in prison since the last Yearly Meeting ? 

III. How the truth has prospered amongst them since the 
last Yearly Meeting? and how Friends are in peace and unity ? 
To which the Friends of the counties gave their respective 
answers to the meeting^s satisfaction and comfort, in relation 
to the truth's prosperity, and peace and unity among Friends. 

Finally, dear Friends, we have great cause to magnify the 
name of the Lord our God, for this blessed opportunity, and 
affording us his wonted presence and peculiar providence in our 
preservation, beyond the expectations of many ; being greatly 
comforted and refreshed in the many good accounts and lively 
testimonies given by the Friends out of their respective counties 
of England and Wales, and also out of Ireland, Scotland, Hol- 
land, and Germany, of the general prosperity and spreading of 
truth, and of the love, peace, and unity among Friends; as 
also of a new meeting, even among the captives in Algiers, 
where one Friend has a public testimony among them; and 
intimation given by letters out of America, that things are 
generally well with Friends in those parts. All which being 
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considered^ we have great cause to prize the Lord's power and 
goodness^ and to pray for the continuance of his love, and in- 
crease of his wisdom, government, and peace among you, of 
which there shall be no end. 

Signed on the behalf of the said meeting, by 

EicHARD Richardson. 

Dated London, the ISth of the 
Fourth Month, 1682. 

By whom also printed (with the advice of some Friends) 
for expedition hence to the Quarterly Meetings, and 
thence also only to the Monthly Meetings ; by them only 
to be communicated, as they shall see a service. 



An Epistle from George Fox. 

Subjoined to the preceding. 
Friends, 

All be faithful in your testimony against tithes, and all those 
things that have come up in this night of apostasy from the 
light, life, and power of Christ and God ; and against all loose- 
ness whatsoever, that the heavenly camp of God may be kept 
clean and pure. 

And all Friends, look at the Lord above all your suflTerings ; 
and trust in him, who, by his eternal power, has preserved you 
to this day. 

The Lord, in his glorious power, was with us in all our 
assemblies at this Yearly Meeting. He over all hath the domi- 
nion, and over all evil spirits gave dominion to his people. 
Glory to his name for ever. — ^Amen. 

And therefore let your eye be in the Gospel, the power of 
God, which has brought life and immortality to light in you, 
which is farther than the law to be looked at. 

G. P. 

A Postscript to explain some of the foregoing Advice, viz : — 

Draw up your sufferings fair in a book, and not too close. 
All tithes by themselves : so for swearing ; so for conventicle 
acts ; so for capiasses ; so for twenty pounds a month ; each 
by themselves. Then take the number of all that remain in 



1683.] YEARLY MEETING. 11 

prison^ both old and new^ and the number of them that died in 
prison ; and so keep a number of them all along that are put 
into prison, and that go out of prison ; keep a yearly number 
who goes in and who goes out ; and bring them up yearly to the 
Yearly Meeting. And let these that are sent down to be re- 
viewed be recorded in a book (if not already recorded), and be 
brought up again the next Yearly Meeting. 

G. R 



EPISTLE, 1683. 
From the Yearly Meeting in London. 

Held the 28th, 29tli, and 30th of the Third Month, 1683. 

To the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in England and Wales ; 

to be read among them. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

Whom the Lord Jesus Christ hath quickened and made 
alive, that you might serve the living God in his new and living 
way, and worship him in his Spirit and truth. 

Now, dear Friends, all keep in the unity of God'*s Holy 
Spirit, which is the bond of peace. And in the same Spirit 
of God be all of one mind and one judgment. And in 
the same Spirit feel the love of God shed in your hearts, 
which bears and endures all things ; which love, nothing below 
is able to separate you from. And in this love of God, the 
body of Christ (which he is the head of) is edified. 

And now, dear Friends, the wonderful mercy, and goodness, 
and power, and blessed presence of the eternal immortal God 
hath been manifest this year in all our meetings, and Friends 
wonderfully preserved by his special divine providence in this 
difficult and suflFering time. The Lord our God is worthy to 
have all the praise, glory, and honour, for his presence and 
power was manifest beyond words I — Blessed be his name for 
ever. And therefore that all may walk worthy of his blessings 
and mercies! — And that all may keep and walk in Christ 
Jesus, the Sanctuary ! For in Him is peace and safety, who 
destroys the destroyer, the enmity, and adversary. For Christ 
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is your sanctuary in this day of storm and tempest, in whom 
you have rest and peace. And, therefore, whatever storms and 
tempests do or should arise within or without, Christ your sanc- 
tuary is over them all, who has all power in heaven and earth 
given unto Him ; and none is able to pluck his lambs and sheep 
out of his Father^s or his hand, who is the true shepherd ; neither 
are any able to hurt the hair of your head, except it be per- 
mitted by his power for your trial. — And therefore rejoice in 
his power, the Lamb of God, who hath the victory over all, both 
within and without. He by whom all things were made, 
and is over all ; the first and the last ; the Amen ; and the 
faithful and true witness in all his, males and females ; the 
heavenly rock and foundation for all the believers in the 
light and children of the day to build upon, to stand sure. 
' And we do understand that in several counties are many in 
prison, and several under great sufi'erings by spoil made on 
their goods ; but the Lord doth greatly support them by his 
eternal arm of power. 

And we are glad to hear in several counties tliat they have 
set up a meeting to look into suflFerings, by which they may 
collect them all true, and so to lay them before the justices of 
sessions and judges of assizes, according to former advice. 

And seeing the Lord^s power hath supported faithful Friends 
in all their suflFerings, we again remind you that your suflFerings 
from time to time be carefully collected and truly stated, meet 
also to be laid before the supreme authority, and published in 
print, as there shall be occasion. Inasmuch as the frequent 
printing of the most grievous suflFerings hath been divers times 
proposed, there is a necessity of the greater care and exactness 
in this case. 

And it was matter of comfort and refreshment to us to hear 
the testimonies of Friends of the general prosperity of truth, 
and unity and peace among Friends in the most counties in 
England and Wales. Divers tender epistles from Friends 
in prison were read ; and this meeting was sensible of the 
Lord's power and tender care in supporting of them in their 
suflFerings and deep trials. And also an epistle from Friends of 
the Quarterly Meeting at Amsterdam was read ; intimating 
their Christian care, love, and unity, and the prosperity of 
truth both in Holland and Germany. 
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The accounts relating to the redemption of captives, and 
Friends in sufferings, &c., were inspected ; and all things found 
very plain and clear to satisfaction, and no need of a further 
supply at present. 

And where in any county any Friends have had advantage 
by entering appeals against informers, &c., that they keep a 
record thereof, attested by the clerk of the peace, or some other 
person of note ; and that they send a true copy thereof to the 
Meeting for Sufferings here. 

Here were some tender Friends from Dantzic, Friesland, 
Holland, Norway, Scotland, Ireland, and from America. And 
we understand that Friends keep up their meeting in Algiers in 
Turkey. And some Friends are going to the Yearly Meeting 
in Holland, and there is another Yearly Meeting settled at 
Dantzic ; by which we understand that they are in unity, and 
the Lord's blessed presence is among them, and his truth spreads 
and prospers. 

So with our dear love, and salutation in our Lord Jesus 
Christ (who is our and your life) unto all the faithful 
everywhere, we rest 

Your dear Friends and Brethren. 
Signed on the behalf of the said meeting, by 

ElCHARD ElCHAJRDSON. 

The Epistle* annealed to the foregoing, 

London, the Snd of the Fourth Month, 1683. 

Dear Friends and Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
your only sanctuary in this day of storm and persecution, 
spoiling of goods, and imprisonments, (and therefore let every 
one's eye be unto him who has all power in heaven and earth 
given unto him), so that none can touch a hair of your head, 
nor you, nor anything you have, except it be permitted or 
;suffered by his power in this day to try his people, whether 
their minds be with the Lord, or in the outward things. 

And now, dear Friends, that all your offerings may be free 
and of your own that hath cost you something ; so that you 
may not offer of that which is another man's, or that which you 

* [Supposed to be written by George Fox.] 
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are intrusted withal and not your own^ or fatherless and widows' 
estates; but all such things you may settle and establish in 
their places. 

For you may remember many years ago, in the time of great 
persecution, there were divers Friends who were traders and 
shop-keepers, and others which had the concerns of widows and 
fatherless and other people's estates in their hands, that, when 
a great suflFering, persecution, and spoiling of goods came upon 
Friends, there was a special care taken that all that Friends 
did suffer, and what they did offer up to the Lord in their 
sufferings, it might be really their own, and not any other's 
estates or goods which they had in their hands, and were not 
really their own ; so that they might not offer up another body's, 
but that which was really their own, and they had bought 
and paid for, or were able to pay for. 

And therefore, after several letters came out of the country 
to the meeting at London, Friends that had goods from the 
shop-keepers here at London upon credit which they had not 
paid for, they wrote back again to the creditors that they had 
the goods of, entreating of them to take their goods again. 

And some came to London, and treated with them to let 
them understand how their conditions were, that they lay liable 
to have all that ever they had, taken from them, and that they 
would not have any man to suffer by them ; neither would they 
suffer, or offer up anything but what was really their own, or 
what they were able to pay for. Upon which several took 
their goods back again that they had sent down. Which 
wrought a very good savour in the hearts of many people, to see 
that there was such a righteous, just, and honest principle in 
Friends, that would not make any to suffer for their testimony 
of Jesus, but what they did suffer it should be really and truly 
their own, not other people's. And so in this they owed nothing 
to any but love. 

So in this every man and woman stands in the free offering 
— a free people (whether it be spiritual or temporal), which is 
their own, and in that they wrong no man neither inwardly 
nor outwardly. " Oman said unto David, I will give thee 
the threshing-floor, &c., and oxen for burnt-offerings, and 
the threshing-instruments for wood, and wheat for the meat- 
offeriug, I give it thee all. And king David said Unto Oman, 
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Nay, but I will verily buy it for the full price ; for I will not 
take that which is thine for the Lord, nor oflFer burnt offerings 
without cost.^^ 1 Chron. xx. 22 — ^24. So it should be his own 
and every man's that offers. 

So that you may see here that David would not accept of 
another man's gift for an offering to the Lord : he would not 
offer up that which cost him nothing, but it should be really 
his own. ^^ A good man will guide his affairs with discretion/^ 
Psalm cxii. 5. 

Signed on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Richard Eichaudson. 

Let this be read in your Monthly and Quarterly 
Men's and Women's Meetings. 



EPISTLE, 1684. 
From the Yearly Meeting of Friends held in London, 

The 19th and 20th of the Third Month, 1684. 

To be communicated only to the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
in England and Wales, and read among them. 

Dear and Faithful Friends, 

After the salutation of our tender and constant love in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our life and salvation, these 
things following are recommended to you and your Christian 
care from our said meeting. 

Dear Friends, 

We being sensible of the great sufferings and heavy pressures 
which Friends in many parts of this land have long lain under, 
and are still continued upon them, and in some parts increased, 
great industry and endeavours have been from time to time 
used, and many applications made for relief. And, of late, 
some Friends of London, meeting with some stop in making 
application for suffering Friends throughout the nation; and 
being advised by authority that it would be more proper for the 
sufferers themselves to make their own complaints, &c., on this 
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consideration^ it is thought most proper and convenient^ that all 
particular accounts of any great or extreme suflFerings, which 
require speedy application or complaint to the king, &c., after 
[being] carefully drawn up and signed by the respective suflFerers, 
and the truth thereof (if possible) certified by some other faithful 
Friends of the same county or neighbourhood known here, that 
then they be brought up by one or two understanding sound 
Friends, that may be capable to present the said sufferings and 
grievances, as aforesaid, if need require ; having knowledge of 
the particular cases thereof, that they may be the better able to 
give account of the most material circumstances ; Friends here 
of our Meeting for Sufferings being willing to assist them in all 
extreme cases. 

It is also desired, that all accounts of sufferings which require 
application either to the king or council, or particular ministers 
or persons of quality here, may be true, and signed before sent 
up, and recommended as aforesaid, and that none be sent up 
unsigned. 

A general application to the king in behalf of suffering 
Friends throughout the nation (comprehending their cases on 
which their sufferings depend), was ordered and proposed to this 
meeting for Friends' concurrence, to be presented, if they see 
meet to follow it, with particular complaints and applications, 
either now or hereafter ; which being approved, it was left to 
Friends to consider of till the next day, with desire then to know 
their minds concerning the same. Which being again made 
mention of the next day, and Friends not being ready at present 
to follow it with fresh complaints, it was advised that they might 
report the same to their respective Quarterly Meetings for 
Sufferings in the counties; that, as you see cause, upon any 
extreme or severe suffering, you may prepare account thereof, to 
be presented as before directed. 

. Two letters sent from Friends of Dantzic, dated the 20th of 
the Second Month, 1684, were read, signifjdng their strait con- 
finement, being prisoners in the house of correction there, under 
extreme hard usage and cruelty, forced to lie upon straw in 
this late extreme sharp winter. They have been shackled or 
chained together, two and two, by their hands; and by the 
magistrates (the senate of that place) sentenced to be kept and 
fed with bread and water only for their sustenance. Also an 
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epistle from the Quarterly Meeting at Amsterdam^ dated the 
3rd of the Second Month, 1684, was read, recommending the 
distressed case of the said prisoners at Dantzic to this our 
meeting. And Friends of Holland having done much for them, 
&c., in their suffering necessities, manifold imprisonments, and 
banishments, this meeting could do no less than concur with our 
said Friends of Holland ; and, in Christian bowels and tender- 
ness, order something towards the relief of the said suffering 
Friends in Dantzic, as formerly, to be sent by Friends of 
Holland. And we were moved, in the love of God, by epistles 
to encourage and strengthen these our extreme suffering 
brethren in their Christian and faithful testimony. 

An account being given by a meeting here, ordered to 
inspect the accounts for Friends that are captives in Algiers, 
&c., intimating that what was charitably contributed formerly 
towards their redemption, and left for that service, is, in a great 
part, expended for the redemption of many, and the rest thereof 
is well-nigh engaged for the redemption of several Friends more 
that have long remained captives; some whereof have been 
under extreme hardships, as violent beating and other cruelties, 
by their patroons. 

These things tenderly considered, a collection for their 
redemption was proposed, and unanimously agreed upon by 
this meeting, that the same should be, and is hereby, tenderly 
recommended to the Quarterly Meetings of Friends in their 
respective counties throughout England and Wales ; and that 
the same likewise be, and is hereby, recommended to Friends 
in Ireland, Scotland, Barbadoes, and Jamaica, to afford their 
Christian and friendly assistance in contributing to the same 
service. And what shall be contributed for this service, to be 
returned to William Shewen, John Dew, William Chandler, 
Charles Bathurst, Theodore Ecclestone, and John Edge, or any 
of them, in London. 

And although, dear friends, we are not insensible that many 
families of faithful Friends in this nation are greatly oppressed, 
and exposed to suffering and spoil at this time, for truth's holy 
testimony and the name of Jesus, and thereby disabled to help 
others in distress ; yet, considering that the suffering at present 
falls not so heavy upon many others, whom the Lord has re- 
plenished with outward substance, which he has made them 
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stewards of, we hope the Lord will open their hearts to consider 
the calamities and extremity of the said captives and sufferers. 

Mention being made by some Friends before they went hence, 
of the want of the printers sending books into their country as 
formerly ; and we, understanding that there is the like omission 
in some other counties, we recommend and leave it to Friends 
in their respective Quarterly and Monthly Meetings to consider 
of, and to order and settle that, business in their own respective 
counties, and to correspond with the printers here for books of 
truth, and take care for the spreading of serviceable books and 
papers, as heretofore, in truth's service, that there be no further 
neglect in that case. 

Many serious and living accounts and testimonies were given 
by Friends, from their respective counties, of the prosperity of 
the work of the Lord, the spreading of truth, and of the love, 
unity, and peace that is generally among Friends, and the increase 
thereof in several counties, and the sense of the presence of the 
Lord God among all faithful Friends ; though, in some places, 
much suffering and persecution, yet in other places, more free, 
and meetings quiet. And though the enemy has entered, and doth 
work in some places to make rents and divisions, yet the strength 
of that spirit is much weakened, and its work of opposition 
against the power of God and unity of his people much withered 
and blasted ; and many that were for a time hurt and captivated 
thereby, are restored and come back to their first love and unity 
with faithful Friends ; and a great love is raised in many that 
stood at a distance. Although others, who have wilfully per- 
sisted in their opposition against the counsel of truth and 
faithful Friends, are scattered and gone back again into the 
world and the loose and corrupt ways thereof, and some even to 
the worships that are therein. And still, where the enemy yet 
works to trouble Friends, they who live in the faith that gives 
the victory, do hope to see things better shortly. 

Account is also given, by letters from Ireland, Scotland, 
Barbadoes, Bermudas, Carolina, New England, Jamaica, and 
other plantations in America, that things are pretty well there, 
and truth spreads and increases, and that Friends generally are 
in love and unity. 

Lastly, it was unanimously agreed, That the Yearly Meeting 
for Sufferings should continue, as the Lord makes way for 
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Friends concerned to have recourse thereto. Only on tender 
consideration of the present difficulties and straits^ and the 
great care upon Friends here, with respect to country Friends, 
to preserve their liberties as much as in us lay (which beyond 
expectation was answered through the goodness and providence 
of God, as many were sensible) ; on these considerations it was 
proposed and thought meet, that if sufferings do continue till 
the next year, one Friend only of each county may be sufficient 
to come up to this meeting at the usual time, the same Friend 
being one that is approved and entrusted by the Quarterly 
Meeting, as capable to give account of Friends* sufferings and 
the affairs of truth in that county ; and to make application to 
authority here, as before directed, if need shall require. 

So committing you to the Divine power and wisdom of the 
Lord our God for your safety and peace, and thereby 
to be ordered in these and all other affairs of the 
blessed truth, and the concerns of the Church of 
Christ, with our supplication and prayers to Almighty 
God, that Zion may be filled with judgment, righteous- 
ness, and peace ; that it may appear more and more, 
that the Lord who dwelleth on high, is exalted over all 
in his church and people, we remain 

Your faithful friends and brethren of the 
aforesaid meeting. 
Signed by Richaed Richaedson. 



The Epistle from George Fox. 

Dear Friends and Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
reigns over all, and has all power in heaven and earth given 
nnto him ; by whose eternal power our meetings this year have 
been preserved unto his great glory and honour, and his living 
presence has livingly been amongst us ; for which his people do 
give him the honour, glory, thanks, and praise, who is Lord 
over all, and worthy of all, blessed for ever and ever. 

And therefore we desire and entreat all our friends and 

brethren everywhere, who are of the seed of the promise and 

the children of the kingdom of God, and of the new covenant 

of light and life, to walk in the same, and worthy of the same, 

to the glory of God. 

c2 
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And you that do profess the primitiye, pure^ and undefiled 
religion (which is above all the religions in the world)^ shew it 
forth in life and practice. 

And you that profess the worship of God in spirit and truth, 
which Christ hath set up (which is above the Jews' worship, 
and all the worships that the men of the world have set up), be 
stedfast in the same. For aU worships out of God*s Spirit and 
his truth are idolatry. 

And now, dear friends and brethren, who profess and possess 
that which is above all religions, ways, and worships in the 
world, our desire is, that you may always outstrip and exceed the 
world in virtue, in purity, in chastity, in godliness, and in 
holiness ; and in modesty, civility, and in righteousness, and in 
love. With that you may overcome the evil, and with the good 
overcome the bad, so that your moderation and sober life may 
appear to all, and answer that of Ood in all. That so the 
fruits of the Spirit of God may shew themselves forth in meek- 
ness, and kindness, and humility, from the holy understanding, 
and the pure heavenly wisdom, and the word of life and 
patience by which all things were made. In that you will be 
able to bear all things, and endure all things, through him that 
strengthens you. 

And whatsoever things are lovely, decent, or comely, and 
honest and of a good report, that answers the truth in all, that 
mind and practise, that God Almighty may be glorified in his 
seed that serves him. In which seed all nations are blessed, 
which bruiseth the head of the serpent that brought the curse. 
In which seed no enmity nor strife can come. In which seed 
Christ Jesus, your heavenly unity and fellowship, is preserved. 

And whatsoever storms or tempests should arise in the world, 
keep in the seed Christ Jesus, your sanctuary, who was before 
the world was, who is your Saviour that destroys the destroyer, 
in whom you have all life, peace, rest, safety, and salvation. 

In him who is the Amen, the First and the Last, in him 
Farewell; and from him the blessings of the Lord 
rest upon you. 

G. F. 
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EPISTLE, 1685. 

To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends in 
England and Wales, and elsewhere. 

From the Yearly Meeting for the Service of Truth and Friends 

in Sufferings, S^c., held in London, 

The 8th and 9th of the Fourth Month, 1685. 

Salutation in Christ Jesus, with endeared and tender love in 
the blessed communion of his Holy Spirit and unchangeable 
light and Ufe, to all faithful friends and brethren, both in 
present sufferings and out of sufferings, praying to God the 
Father of all our mercies, that grace, mercy, and peace, with 
sincere love and brotherly affection, may be daily increased in 
and among you, through the lively operation of the same Holy 
Spirit ; and that effectual deliverance for his afflicted remnant 
he may in due time bring to pass, to his own glory and his 
people's comfort and joy. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

The brethren entrusted by this meeting, do recommend unto 
you the following accoimt, viz : — 

I. That the Lord hath, according to his wonted goodness, 
accompanied this meeting with his living refreshing presence 
and divine counsel ; and, by his power, hath eminently preserved 
and kept us, and given Friends this blessed opportunity, in 
peace and quietness, to open their hearts one unto another, in 
the universal love of God, concerning the weighty affairs of the 
blessed truth and churches of Christ, and the present state 
thereof, to their general and great satisfaction and comfort in 
the Lord. 

II. And, to our great satisfaction, accounts were livingly and 
weightily given by Friends of the several counties, of their 
present state and conditions, relating to the faith and patience 
of Friends in sufferings, and the Lord supporting them in their 
faithful testimony for his name and truth's sake ; as also of the 
general love, concord, peace, good order, and Christian care 
among them, and the dominion the Lord hath given them over 
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the spirit of opposition and division wbere it hath appeared^ and 
how he hath borne them up in their manifold tribulations. 

III. And that though, in some counties, the sufferings con- 
tinue great and heavy upon many Friends, both in their persons 
and estates ; yet in some other counties the sufferings are of 
late abated. Blessed be the Lord ! 

IV. Also divers seasonable and lively accounts, by epistles, 
were given from, foreign parts, as from Ireland, Holland, 
Barbadoes, Pennsylvania, &c., of the love, unity, and peace 
among Friends, and trutVs prosperity in those parts; parti- 
cularly that from Holland, signifying that Friends at Dantzic, 
and in other eastern parts beyond the seven provinces, are at 
present in the enjoyment of more quietness and- liberty than 
formerly. The Lord has been pleased to influence the king of 
Poland and the magistrates of Dantzic, moderately to resent the 
applications made to them in behalf of the said suffering 
friends and brethren, although most of them, by means of 
their former great sufferings, were reduced to so low a condition 
in the world, that they are not yet able to support themselves 
and families without assistance from Friends at Amsterdam ; 
upon whom the burden having long lain. Friends of this 
meeting agreed to communicate something of their Christian 
charity towards the assisting and encouraging them in the 
said good work. 

V. And, concerning our Friends that were captives in Algiers, 
the care and diligence of Friends here entrusted in that affair 
hath been such, that several Friends have been redeemed and 
come safe home since the last Yearly Meeting, and have very 
honestly, tenderly, and thankfully acknowledged Friends' care 
and kindness towards them. And, as to those that yet remain 
captives. Friends are taking the same care for their redemption 
also, which it is hoped will shortly be accomplished. And 
Friends here being sensible how the Lord hath supported them 
in their faithful testimony for his name, and under their deep 
afflictions that they have suffered in that dark place of captivity 
in Algiers, are greatly comforted and satisfied in their Christian 
care and charity on their behalf. 

VI. That the Friends of this meeting, to whom the inspection 
of accounts was referred, do make their report. That having 
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perused the books^ and those accounts relating to Friends' 
suflFering, and their relief, they find them very clear and plain, 
and no occasion for a further contribution this year : Friends of 
most counties in this nation having been very free and cheerful 
in their charitable contribution towards the redemption of 
Friends in captivity ; as also Friends in Ireland, Barbadoes, and 
Jamaica, to their great commendation, have manifested their 
readiness and Christian assistance in the same good work, thereby 
shewing their tender and charitable sympathising with their 
friends and brethren in sufferings, and shall not in anywise lose 
their reward from the Lord. 

VII. And we also give you notice, that the London Friends 
entrusted this year with the affairs of the captives and suffering 
Friends, in disposal of Friends^ charity for their relief (as, 
according to former appointment, they shall be directed), are 
Charles Bathurst, Theodore Ecclestone, John Edge, Francis 
Camfield, Philip Ford, and John Staplo ; to whom, or any of 
them, as occasion requires in those concerns, you may apply for 
advice. 

And, lastly, we remind you, according to former and frequent 
advice, that you keep exact and distinct accounts of your suffer- 
ings on record, to have in readiness on all occasions ; and to 
bring up yearly a true copy, or sufficient summary abbreviation 
thereof. And, at the conclusion of every yearly account for each 
county respectively, be sure to insert the whole number of 
prisoners imprisoned that year, and of prisoners that died the 
same year, and of those remaining in prison; as also the 
value of distresses and goods levied the same year, distinctly, 
viz. : — 

1. On the Conventicle Act. 

2. For twenty pounds a month. 

3. On Qui tarn writs. 

4. Twelve-pence a Sunday. 

5. For tithes. 

With all other sufferings for truth ; and thereto add the total 
sum; to the end that they may be presented to the king, &c,, 

for relief. 

And it was desired, that the Yearly Meeting for Sufferings 
might continue as your last directed, for one faithful Friend of 
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each county, who knows the sufferings thereof^ to have recourse 
thereunto^ as the Lord shall make way. 

To whose divine power and wisdom we recommend you, for 
safety, peace, and prosperity. And, in the blessed unity 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, we remain 

Your faithful brethren and servants in Christ Jesus. 

Signed in behalf of the said meeting, by 

RiCHABD BiCHABDSON. 



The Epistle peom Geokge Fox. 

Dear Fbiends and Brethren, 

Whom the Lord hath called and chosen in Christ Jesus, your 
life and salvation, in whom you have all rest and peace with 
God : The Lord God by his mighty power, which is over all, 
hath preserved you and supported you to this day, to be a 
peculiar holy people to himself; so that by his Eternal Spirit 
and power ye might be all preserved and kept out of the world, 
for in the world is the trouble. And now, in this great day of 
the Lord God Almighty, he is shaking the heavens and the 
earth of outward professions ; and their elements are in a heat, 
and their sun and moon are darkened, and the stars falling, and 
the mountains and hills shaking and tottering, as it was among 
the Jews in the day of Christ's appearing. And therefore all, 
dear friends and brethren, dwell in the seed Christ Jesus, who 
is the rock and foundation that cannot be shaken ; and that ye 
may see, with the light and Spirit of Christ, that you are the fixed 
stars in the firmament of God's power. And in this his power 
and light you will see over all the wandering stars, and clouds 
without water, and trees without fruit (and that which may be 
shaken will be shaken), which are wandered from the firmament 
of God's power. 

Now, dear friends and brethren, you that are redeemed from 
the death and fall of Adam, by Christ, the second Adam, in him 
ye have life, rest, and peace. — For Christ saith, "In me ye shall 
have peace ; but in the world trouble." And the Apostle saith. 
They that believe are entered into their rest ;" namely, Christ, 
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who hath overcome the world, who bruiseth the serpent's head, 
and destroys the devil and his works, and fulfils the types, 
figures, and shadows of the Old Testament and the prophets ; 
in whom the promises are yea and amen, who is the first and 
last, beginning and ending, yea and amen, who is the eternal 
rest. So keep and walk in Christ your rest, every one that have 
received him your eternal rest. 

And now, dear friends and brethren, whatever bustlings and 
trouble, or tumults or outrages, quarrels and strife, should rise 
or be in the world, keep out of them all, and concern not your- 
selves with them ; but keep in the Lord's power and peaceable 
truth, that is over all and over all such things, in which power 
you seek the peace and good of all men. And live in the love 
which God hath shed abroad in your hearts through Christ 
Jesus ; in which love nothing is able to separate you from God 
and Christ ; neither outward sufierings, persecutions, nor any 
outward thing that is below and without; nor to hinder or 
break your heavenly fellowship in the light and gospel and 
spirit of Christ ; nor your holy communion in the Holy Ghost, 
that proceeds from the Father and the Son, which leads you 
into all truth. And, in this Holy Ghost (in which is your holy 
communion), that proceeds from the Father and the Son, you 
have fellowship with the Father and the Son, and communion 
and fellowship one with another. And, this is it which links and 
joins Christ's church or body together, to him the heavenly 
and spiritual head, and in unity in his spirit, which is the bond 
of peace of all his church and living members ; in whom they 
have eternal and everlasting rest and peace in Christ, and with 
God everlasting, who is to be blessed and praised for ever. — 
Amen. 

G.'F. 

Now, dear Friends, forsake not the assembling of yourselves 
together, who are gathered in the name of Jesus, who is your 
prophet, that God has raised up in the New Testament, to be 
heard in all things, who opens to you and no man can shut, 
and shuts and no man can open ; who is your priest, made 
higher than the heavens by the power of an endless life. By 
him you are made a royal priesthood, to offer up to God spiritual 
sacrifice ; who is the bishop of your souls, to oversee you that you 
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do not go astray from God ; who is the good shepherd that hath 
laid down his life for his sheep^ and they hear his voice and 
follow him^ and he gives to them eternal life. 

And now^ dear friends and brethren^ abide in Christ the 
vine, that you may bring forth fruit to the glory of God. And, 
as every one has received Christ, so walk in Him, who is not of 
the world that lies in wickedness, so that you may be preserved 
out of the vain fashions and customs of the world, which satisfy 
the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, 
which is not of the Father, but is of the world that passes 
away. And who joins to that which is not of the Father, or 
encourages it, draws the minds from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And therefore let Christ rule in your 
hearts, that your minds, souls, and spirits may be kept and pre- 
served out of the vanities of the world, both in their words, ways, 
and actions, so that you may be a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, serving the Lord God through Jesus Christ, (in 
whom is life), and be a peculiar people to the praise and glory 
of God. And by the word of his grace your words may be 
gracious, and in your lives and conversations you may shew forth 
righteousness, holiness, and godliness. That so God Almighty 
may be glorified in you all, and through you all, who is above 
all, blessed and praised for ever. Amen. 

G. F. 

London, the 11th of the Fourth Month, 1685. 



EPISTLE, 1686. 



To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends in 
England and Wales, and elsewhere. 

From the Yearly Meeting for the Service of Truth and Friends in 

Sufferings, ^c, held in London, 

The 24th and 25th of the Third Month, 1686. 

Salutation in Christ Jesus, with endeared and tender love 
in the blessed communion of his Holy Spirit and unchangeable 
light and life, to all our faithful friends and brethren in and 
out of sufferings ; praying to God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, that from him grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied 
in and among you, with sincere love and brotherly aflFection, 
through the lively operation of the same Holy Spirit ; and that 
the effectual deliverance for his aflSicted remnant, which he 
hath already begun to bring to pass, may, in his own due time, 
be perfected, to his own glory, and his people's refreshment, 
comfort and joy. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

We did judge it convenient to recommend unto you this 
following account of such things as were necessary for you to 
understand : — 

I. To let you know the Lord hath wonderfully appeared for 
us and with us in our several living and refreshing meetings, in 
which his Divine presence hath made glad our souls, and hath 
given his people living openness in the blessed fellowship of the 
everlasting gospel, and many blessed and heavenly testimonies 
were given to the same, to the refreshment of his heritage ; also 
signifying the love, concord, and unity, and also the care and 
diligence of Friends in their several countries, for the promoting 
and exalting the truth of God. 

II. Also divers good epistles were read from divers meetings 
on this side and beyond the seas, signifying the prosperous state 
of truth and Friends in several parts of the world. 

III. To let you know that the Friends desired to inspect the 
accounts of Friends' sufferings, and the charitable relief which 
some years since was cheerfully contributed to their assistance, 
do give an account that they find the books and the accounts 
thereof well and duly kept ; and also that, by reason of the 
great sufferings that have of late been upon Friends, which 
have occasioned great charges and expense, the said money is all 
laid out, and much more. And therefore, it was unanimously 
agreed, that there be a free contribution recommended to all 
the meetings of our friends and brethren in England and Wales, 
for the reimbursing Friends here, that have laid out much money 
for the service aforesaid ; and also for the further relief of our 
poor Friends, that are or may hereafter be in sufferings for their 
faithful testimony to the truth ; and that you make it known 
from your Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, to the particular 
meetings in each county, and recommend this good and Christian 
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work to their consideration, in the unity and sympathising 
spirit of truth. 

And. whereas divers friends and brethren do now^ through 
the good hand of God, enjoy their liberty, and more freedom 
than formerly, we hope the Lord will open their hearts to ex- 
tend their charitable help and assistance to their fellow-members 
in Christ Jesus, who still remain in suffering for the testimony 
of a good and upright conscience towards God. 

Also we let you know, that the Friends entrusted by this 
meeting this year, for the work and service aforesaid, are Francis 
Camfield, Philip Ford, John Staplo, George Barr, John Hall, and 
William Parker, to whom, or any of them, you may return the 
free contribution of Friends : and for the more ease to the six 
Friends aforesaid in this matter, some counties may return the 
monies, so collected, to William Mead, William Crouch, William 
Ingram, Benjamin Antrobus, George Watts, or John Edridge, 
or any of them, to be by them forthwith delivered to the Friends 
in trust, as aforesaid. 

And, as concerning Friends that were captives in Algiers, we 
let you know, they are all redeemed except one, who we hope 
shortly will also be here. But several Friends are now captive 
in Sallee ; for whose redemption Friends are also taking care, 
and hope in time to effect it. 

And it was desired, that you might be put in mind, and advised 
as formerly, that you keep a distinct account of sufferings; 
that is to say, upon what statute, or by what ways or means, 
your sufferings are brought upon you, and with the values 
demanded, and the values distrained, and by whom. 

Also it was agreed, that the Yearly Meeting for Sufferings 
should continue as the Lord makes way for it : and that Friends 
in every county do desire a faithful Friend or two of their 
county, who understand the state of suffering Friends, and of 
the meetings in their counties, to attend that service the next 
year ; by whom you are desired to send an account of how much 
money was collected in your respective counties for the work 
aforesaid, and to whom it was remitted. 

And so we commend you all to the Lord, and to the Word of 
his power, which is able to support you in aU conditions. 
Signed in behalf of the said meeting, by 

Richard Bigha&dson. 
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The Epistle prom George Fox. 
Dear Friends, 

My love is to you all in the holy seed Christ Jesus, (that bruises 
the serpent^s head, and destroys the devil and his works,) who 
hath all power in heaven and earth given to him. Let every 
one^s faith stand in him, and his power, who is the author and 
finisher of your faith. And now you who have been partakers 
of his power, and sensible of it in this day of his power that is 
over all, (whose day and power is over darkness and its power ; 
and by his power the hearts of the king and rulers have been 
opened, by which your outward prison-doors have been set open 
for your liberty ;) and therefore my desires are, that all may be 
preserved in humility and thankfulness in the sense of the 
mercies of the Lord ; and live in the peaceable truth, that is 
over all, that you may answer God^s grace and his light and 
spirit in all, in a righteous godly life and conversation. And 
let none be lifted up by their outward liberty, nor let none be 
cast down by sufiering for Christ^s sake ; but all live in the seed 
or wheat, which is not shaken nor blown away by the winds and 
storms, as the chaflF is. Which seed of life none below can make 
higher or lower ; for the children of the seed are the children of 
the everlasting unchangeable kingdom of Christ and God. 

So in Christ Jesus, whom God hath given you for a sanctuary, 
G©d Almighty keep you ! In whom you have life everlasting, 
and wisdom which is from above ; pure, peaceable, gentle, and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits. And that 
you all now may be exercised in, and practise this wisdom, in 
your godly, holy lives and conversations ; so that this wisdom 
may be justified of all her children, — and they, I say, exercised 
and preserved in it, in this day of the power of Christ ; in which 
all his people are made a willing people, to serve and worship 
God in righteousness and holiness, and in the spirit and truth. 

So that none may abuse the power of the Lord, nor grieve 
his Spirit, by which you are sealed and kept to the day of sal- 
vation and redemption ; but always exercise yourselves to have a 
good conscience, void of ofi^ence towards God, and towards all 
men ; being exercised in holiness, godliness, and righteousness, 
and in the truth, and in the love of it ; that you may all study 
to be approved unto God, in innocency, virtue, simplicity, and 
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faithfulness ; and so labouring and studying to be quiet^ in the 
will of God, in all conditions. And whatsoever ye do in word 
or deed, do all in the name of the LOrd Jesus ; giving thanks to 
God the Father by Him ; that He may have the praise, who 
is over all^ for all his mercies and blessings ; with which he doth 
and hath refreshed his people^ and^ by his eternal arm and power^ 
hath kept and preserved his people to this day. Glory to his 
name over all for ever. Amen. 

For Christ hath called you by his grace into one body, to him 
the holy head. And therefore live in charity, and the love of 
God, which is the bond of perfectness in his body. Which love 
edifies the body of Christ. Which body and all his members 
are knit together, and increased with the increase of God, from 
whom they receive nourishment. For, by one Spirit we are all 
baptized into one body, and have been made all to drink into 
one Spirit; in which Spirit, the body, and all his members, 
have fellowship with Christ the head, and one with another. 
And so the unity of this Holy Spirit is the bond of peace of all 
the living members of Christ Jesus, of which he is their spiritual 
head, rock, and foundation. And, in the midst of his church 
of living members Christ exercises his spiritual prophetical 
office, to open to them the mysteries of his kingdom. And is a 
spiritual bishop to oversee them, that they do not go astray from 
the living God that made them ; and a shepherd that feeds them 
with bread and water of life from heaven, and none is able to 
pluck his sheep out of his hands. Aud he is a priest that died 
for them, and sanctifieth them, and presents them to God, who 
ruleth in their hearts by the Divine faith which he is the author 
and finisher of. And his living members do praise God through 
Jesus Christ, in whom they have life and salvation, who recon- 
ciles them to God, &c., that they can say they have peace with 
God through Jesus Christ ; and so praise God through him that 
was dead and is alive again, and reigns over all, and liveth for 
evermore, blessed for ever. Hallelujah. Amen. 

Greet one another with a holy kiss of charity. And this 
kiss of charity is above all the kisses of the world. For love 
and charity beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, and endures all things : it envieth not : and charity 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, nor doth it behave itself 
unseemly ; it rejoices not in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth 
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and charity is not easily provoked, and thinks no evil, but 
suffereth long, and is kind; and charity never faileth, I say, 
greet one another with this holy kiss of charity ; and peace be 
with you all that are in Christ Jesus, your life and salvation. 
Amen. 

G. F. 



EPISTLE, 1687. 

To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends, in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From the Yearly Meeting held in London, 
The 16th, 17th, and 19th of the Third Month, 1687. 

Dear and tender salutation in our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
our life, and in whom we have fellowship, to all our true friends 
and brethren everywhere. 

Having great cause to bless and praise Almighty God for his 
continued goodness and renewed favours unto us, a deep and 
weighty sense whereof lives upon our spirits, and hath been 
upon this meeting, to the opening and tendering the hearts of 
many in renewed love and thanksgiving to the God of our 
mercies, and brotherly kindness and tender affection one towards 
another, and towards all the whole family and heritage of our 
God, who are truly made partakers of his goodness in the land 
of the living ; finding ourselves greatly engaged to return sincere 
and hearty thanksgiving to the Lord for the present enjoyment 
of peace and liberty openly to worship and serve him, and 
mutually to edify one another, in the congregations of his 
people j we pray God, that, by the operation of the same Spirit 
of love and life, all Friends may be like-minded with us to im- 
prove so great and eminent a mercy, with tender, humble, and 
thankful hearts ; and that, by the assistance of his grace, they 
may walk worthy of the same, to his glory, and the renown of 
his Name, who is worthy for ever and ever. 

Dear and tenderly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We hereby give you to understand, that, at this our meeting, 
we have received and read many good epistles and letters from 
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our friends and brethren of divers meetings and countries on 
this side^ and beyond the seas^ giving us an account of the pro- 
sperity of truth, and the Lord's work, and Friends' love and 
unity therein, and of their peaceable meetings and increase : — 
as from Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Holland, Nevis, Barbadoes, 
Maryland, Rhode-Island, West and East Jersey, and Pennsyl- 
vania ; and [we] were truly comforted, to understand thereby 
the concord, unity, and godly care and zeal for the name of 
our Lord, that lives, and is continued, amongst his people in the 
parts and places aforesaid. 

Also we thought meet hereby to acquaint you, that all our 
Friends (except Roger Udy) that were late captives at Algiers, 
are redeemed and set at liberty, to their great relief, and com- 
fort of them and their relations and distressed families ; wherein 
Friends' care has greatly tended to the strength and establish- 
ment of the sufferers in the truth, engaging their hearts to 
return thanks to God, and tender acknowledgments to Friends, 
for their love and care concerning them. But, as concerning the 
Friends who are captives at Mequinez (taken by the Sallee 
men), although a great concern and care hath been, and is, 
upon Friends here about them, and great endeavours used for 
their redemption, yet no way is found open at present for the 
accomplishment thereof; only Friends here have found out 
means to convey some relief to them in their necessities, which 
they are careful of. 

The number of the captive Friends in Mequinez is now ten ; 
that is to say, Joseph Wasey, John Bealing, and Joseph Harbin, 
who being taken and carried captives thither, found two English 
captives there, who were convinced of Truth in their captivity, 
before the said three Friends came thither. And five more 
English captives are convinced since, and they live in great love 
and unity one with another. The said two Friends have wrote 
over to Friends here a large, tender, and sensible letter, testifying 
their fellowship and unity with Friends, and acknowledging their 
love and charity to them in their bonds and necessities. We 
understand that the people they suffer under, are more barbarous 
than the Turks in Algiers : from whose great oppression and 
cruel hands we pray God in mercy deliver them, if it be his 
blessed will. 

Also we let you know, that the Friends appointed to inspect 
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the accounts relating to the late charitable relief sent up by 
Friends since the last year, do find all things well placed to the 
account, by the Friends therewith entrusted; and that the 
debt contracted the last year, in the cases of suffering Friends, 
is discharged ; and there remains a sufl&cient supply at present 
for further service, if need requires : and the remainder of what 
was charitably contributed for the relief of captives, doth remain 
in readiness for that purpose, so soon at it pleases God to make 
way for it. 

Also we let you know, that the Friends of this city, entrusted 
by this meeting this year for the work and service aforesaid, 
are George Barr, John Hall, William Parker, John Edridge^ 
Benjamin Antrobus, and Thomas Barker, 

And seeing God hath been graciously pleased to incline the 
heart of the king to extend favour and kindness towards Friends 
and others, for their liberties from prison and spoil, and to grant 
and declare liberty of conscience for the free exercise of religion ; 
it was, at the desire of many country Friends, and on serious con- 
sideration, concluded by this meeting, that a paper of Christian 
and thankful acknowledgment should be prepared to be pre- 
sented to the king, according as our friends and brethren of 
the city of London had already done. Which accordingly was 
prepared, and thrice read over deliberately to the meeting; 
whereunto the meeting unanimously agreed, being generally 
satisfied therewith; and some Friends of the country were 
desired to attend the king, who, accordingly, were willing to 
present the same. 

And, dear Friends, we do further, in the love of God and his 
blessed truth, and testimony of Christ Jesus, recommend it to 
your tender and Christian care, that Friends in the several 
counties do sincerely keep to their ancient and Christian testi- 
mony against that old and great oppression of tithes ; for which 
many faithful Friends and servants of Christ have deeply suffered 
(some till death in gaols,) and several still suffer ; whereby it 
appears, that the priests, as they were the first, so they are like 
to be the last persecutors for conscience sake. And also we 
request it of you carefully to collect and make return of all 
Friends' sufferings • for tithes (as well as other sufferings,) 
whether by imprisonments or by taking away goods (as com, 
cattle, or other goods,) either by, or without, law ; both which 

b 
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are sufferings, and ought to be so accounted of, and entered 
upon record in behalf of all faithful Friends, who therein stand 
clear in their testimony for truth. 

And dear Friends, as our friends and brethren, who were 
entrusted to attend the service of this Yearly Meeting out of 
their several respective counties and cities, have given us very 
plain and lively accounts of the progress and prosperity of 
truth and the work of the Lord, and of the great love and unity 
among Friends, and the great openness of heart, among many 
people in divers parts, to receive the blessed truth, (which we 
are truly comforted to hear of, and so well to understand ;) so 
it is desired, that Friends, in their respective counties, continue 
their care in regard to our next Yearly Meeting (intended, if 
the Lord will, to be kept as usually), that such faithful Friends 
(one or two of a county) be desired to attend it, as are most 
capable and fit for the service thereof. 

So, commending you all to the God of our mercies, for 
your preservation, instruction, and comfort, and for the 
increase of love and unity among you, heartily desiring I 

that all Friends may walk wisely and inoffensively in 
their lives and conversations, in the peaceable Spirit and 
life of our Lord Jesus Christ, towards the civil govern- 
ment, and towards all men ; and truly and thankfully to 
prize and improve this present great additional mercy 
and favour of the liberty we enjoy, with aU other his 
tender mercies and favours we partake of, to his honour, 
and the benefit and comfort of one another. 

Signed on the behalf of our said meeting, by 

Richard Eichardson. 



The Epistle from George Fox. 

Dear Friends and Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

The Lord, by his eternal arm and power, having supported 
you in all your sufferings, great spoiling of goods, and tedious 
imprisonments, only for serving and worshipping the living God 
that made you, who gave up wife and children, and goods, and 
suffered the spoil of them, and imprisonment, for his truth and 
name^s sake ; and now the Lord, by his infinite power and mercy, 
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having been pleased to open the king^s heart towards you, by 
which you are set at liberty from the gaols, and the spoilers of 
your goods are stopped, whereby you may follow your callings 
and husbandry, and confess Christ Jesus, and call him Lord by 
the Holy Ghost in your assemblies and meetings, without being 
cast into gaols, or having your goods spoiled : and now, dear 
brethren, a great concern lies upon me from the Lord to write 
unto you, that none may abuse this liberty, nor the mercies of 
the Lord, but prize them. For there is great danger, in time of 
liberty, of getting up, and getting into ease and looseness, and 
false liberty. And now, seeing that you have not the outward 
persecutors to war withal in sufferings, with the spiritual weapons 
keep down that which would not be subject to Christ, that he 
the Holy One may reign in your hearts ; so that your lives, con- 
versations, and words may preach righteousness and truth, that 
you may all shew forth good examples of true believers in 
Christ, in virtue and holiness, answering that which may be 
known of God in all people, that you are the sons and daughters 
of God, standing fast in that righteous holy liberty in Christ, . 
that just and Holy One, that has made you free over the loose 
or false, shunning the occasions of vain disputes, and foolish 
questions of men of corrupt minds. For the serpent was the 
first questioner of Eve, who drew her and Adam out of the truth. 
Therefore, as you have received Christ, all live and walk in 
Him that bruises the serpent^s head, who is your safe sanctuary, 
in whom you have election, reconciliation, and peace with God. 
And therefoi*e live in the peace which you have from Christ, 
which is not of this world ; and be at peace one with another, 
and seek the peace of all men in Christ Jesus, for blessed are 
the peace-makers. And labour to exercise a good conscience 
towards God, in obedience to Him in what he requires, and in 
doing to all men the thing that is just and honest, in your con- 
versations and words giving no offence to Jew nor Gentile, nor 
the church of God : so that you may be as a city set on God's 
Zion hill, which cannot be hid, and be lights to the dark world, 
that they may see your good fruits, and works righteous and 
holy, and so to glorify your Father which is in heaven. For he 
is glorified in your bringing forth good fruits, as you abide in 
Christ the vine, in this his day of life, power, and light, that 
shines over all. And therefore, all you that believe in the light 
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walk in the lights as children of the lights and of Christ^s ever- 
lasting day ; that in the light you may have fellowship with the 
Father and the Son, and one with another; keeping in the 
unity of his Holy Spirit, in the bond of his holy peace, in his 
church, that He is head of. — Amen. 

G. P. 
And my desire is, that God^s wisdom everywhere may be 
justified of her children; and that it may be shewed 
forth in meekness and the fear of the Lord, in this his 
day. 



EPISTLE, 1688. 

To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, 

The 4th, 6th, and 6th of the Fourth Month, 1688. 

Dearly Beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We salnte you in the dear and tender love of God, rejoicing 
in the communion and holy fellowship of the Spirit of life, by 
which we are quickened together in Christ Jesus, that we may 
walk together in Him acceptably to God the Father ; to whom 
be glory and praise, throughout all the churches of Christ every- 
where, world without end. Amen. 

Dear Friends, 

We give you to understand, that according to the wonted 
kindness of our tender and merciful God, we have had a very 
living and refreshing assembling together, and the glory of the 
divine power and presence of God hath shined upon us from 
day to day, to our great consolation; and a sweet harmony, 
love and concord hath appeared amongst us ; and many living 
testimonies were brought forth, through the springings of life 
in many, both in respect to the ancient universal doctrine of 
the light and grace of God, and also in particulars, relating to 
the holy and harmless conversation of those who have believed, 
exhorting all to walk as becomes the gospel of Christ, that the 
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profession thereof may shine forth more and more, and the 
beauty of holiness may be seen upon you, and upon your 
families. 

I. And in the first place, we do earnestly desire you all, in 
your several Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, to stir up and 
exhort Friends to diligence in their meetings on the week-days, 
as well as on the First-day ; and to wait upon the Lord for his 
divine wisdom and strength, to guide them, and preserve them 
out of evil ; knowing assuredly that the diligent waiters upon 
the Lord shall be filled with good things ; though the careless 
and lukewarm remain in weakness, and are often overcome by 
the enemy. 

II. And also, that Friends everywhere be put in mind to keep 
under the leadings and guidance of the Spirit of truth in their 
outward habits, and fashions thereof; not suffering the spirit of 
the world to get over them, in a lust to be like unto them in 
things useless and superfluous ; lest it prevail upon them (by 
giving a little way to it) till it leads them from the simplicity 
and plainness that become the gospel; and so from one vain 
liberty to another, till they come to lose the blessed liberty that 
is in Christ, into which they were in measure redeemed, and fall 
back into the bondage of the world^s spirit, and grow up into 
the liberty of the flesh, with the lust and concupiscence thereof, 
and so lose both their name and place in the truth, as too many 
have done. 

III. And, for the prevention of these things, we do intreat 
and desire all you our dear friends, brethren, and sisters, that 
are parents and governors of families, that ye diligently lay to 
heart your work and calling in your generation for the Lord, 
and the charge committed to you ; not only in becoming good 
examples unto the younger sort, but also to use your power in 
your own families, in the educating your children and servants 
in modesty, sobriety, and in the fear of God ; curbing the ex- 
travagant humour in the young ones, when it doth appear, and 
not to indulge it, and allow of it. For you are set in your 
families as judges for God, and it is you that must give an 
account of the power committed to you. And when you see a 
libertine wanton spirit appear in your children or servants, that 
lusteth after the vain customs and fashions of the world, either 
in dressings, habits, or outward adornings, and craves your 



88 EPISTLES FROM THE . [1688. 

assistance and allowance, without which it cannot get forward, 
while they are under your goyemment ; O then look to your- 
selves, and discharge your trust for God, and for the good of 
their souls, exhorting in meekness, and commanding in wisdom ; 
that so you may minister and reach to the Witness, and help 
them over their temptations, in the authority of God's power. 
And when they feel themselves helped and delivered, their souU 
will bless God for you, and you will reap the comfort of your 
labour. 

lY. And, dear Friends, as it hath pleased God to bring forth 
a day of liberty and freedom to serve him, in which he hath 
stopped the mouths of the devourers, in a great measure, for his 
name^s sake ; O therefore let every one have a care so to use 
this liberty, as the name of Gt)d may be honoured by it ; and 
not an occasion taken by any, because of the present freedom, 
to launch forth into trading and worldly business beyond what 
they can manage honourably, and with reputation among the 
sons of men, and so that they may keep their word with all 
men, and that their yea may prove yea indeed, and their nay 
may be nay indeed ; for whatsoever is otherwise cometh of the 
evil one. And such who make themselves guilty by thus dis- 
honouring God, and the holy profession of his name and truth, 
such are for judgment by the truth ; and the judgment of truth 
ought to be set over them, that the truth, and those that abide 
and walk in it, may be clear of their iniquities. 

y. And, dear friends, as concerning those who, through 
letting in the enemy of their souls, have lost their part of this 
our heavenly unity, and sought to break the sweet harmony of 
the church and churches of Christ in some few places, (but 
which is impossible,) we let you know the power of the Lord in 
righteous judgment is come over their evil works, and they 
cannot proceed. But divers, who were for a time beguiled and 
darkened by them, have received mercy from God, and light to 
see whither they were going, and are returned to the Shepherd's 
fold, to the comfort of their souls, and the praise of God. And, 
concerning them that remain still under the influence of that 
evil separating spirit in any measure, (being betrayed at un- 
awares,) we desire they may be gained upon in a Christian 
tenderness of spirit, and that bowels of compassion may be 
exercised towards them, for their recovery (if possible) out of 
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the snare, into which, by the high swelling words of others, they 
are fallen ; that so ye may, as the apostle saith, put a diflFerence ; 
saving some by fear, plucking them as brands out of the fire. 
And where any real simplicity or true tenderness doth remain, 
it will answer your tenderness, and be won upon by it, and turn 
from the wandering stars that have misled them, and from the 
wells that have not the water of life in them, (to nourish and 
refresh their souls, and feed upon,) and trees without fruit. 

VI. Farther we give you to understand, that several, good 
epistles from divers parts of the world were read amongst us ; 
as from Holland, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Barbadoes, Virginia, 
Maryland, Jamaica, Long-Island, Rhode-Island, and from 
sundry parts of this nation, signifying the prosperity of truth, 
and the increase of Friends, and their great concord and unity 
in the blessed truth, to our great comfort and joy in the Lord. 

VII. And that the Friends appointed to inspect the accounts 
did report to us, that they found the accounts well and fairly 
kept, and the balance thereof not much diflferent from what it 
was last year ; so that there was no need of any further col- 
lection this year. And that the Friends that are captives in 
Mequinez cannot yet be gotten at liberty, though much industry 
hath been used about it ; but Friends are still in hopes to pro- 
cure their liberty in some time, of which you may hear further 
when it is eflfected. 

VIII. And we give you to know, that the six Friends of this 
city, that are entrusted for this year vrith the accounts, are 
John Edridge, Benjamin Antrobus, Thomas Barker, Thomas 
Cox, Thomas Hudson, siD,A John West. 

IX. And it is the desire of Friends generally, that you all be 
careful, in your Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, in collecting 
the sufferings of Friends by priests and impropriators for their 
testimony against tithes, and what goods are taken away from 
them upon that account, with the value thereof; as also about 
repairs of steeple-houses, or about not swearing, and all other 
sufferings on truth^s account ; and let them be carefully recorded 
and witnessed, and copies sent up to London, from your Quar- 
terly Meetings to your correspondents ; that the sufferings of 
Friends for their testimonies may not be lost. 

X. It was agreed by Friends with one consent, that this 
meeting be continued the next year, at the usual time, as the 
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Lord shall please to make way for it ; and that^ in order there- 
unto, two sound faithful Friends in every county, may be desired 
to come up, that know the state of Friends, and their sufferings, 
in their respective counties; to whom we leave it to give a 
farther account of this meeting, and of the glorious presence of 
the Lord manifested with us here. 

XI. Finally, dear Friends, we tenderly, in the love of our 
God, recommend you all to the word of his grace and wisdom, 
to govern and order you in peace, patience, union and concord, 
and to shun all occasion of discord and contention that is out 
of truth ; that all your affairs may be managed in true love, in 
the peaceable Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. And we tenderly 
desire and advise, that all Friends everywhere keep peaceable 
and quiet in their spirits, and inoffensive in their conversations 
and discourses, that none let in, entertain, or mix with that 
jealous evil-surmising spirit, that is at work in some sorts of 
ungrateful prejudiced persons, who will not see the present 
providence of God, and mercy we enjoy under the king and his 
government ; eyeing their own interests more than the public 
good, or peace of the church of Christ. 

God Almighty preserve you, and be with you and us all in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Si^ed in behalf of oar said meeting, by 

Richard Richardson. 



The Epistle from George Fox. 

All you believers in the light, and that are become children 
of the light, walk as children of the light, and of the day of 
Christ ; and as a city set on a hill that cannot be hid : and so 
let your light shine, that people may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. For a good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit, and therefore be ye trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord ; having fruits unto holiness ; and then 
your end will be everlasting life. And such are the wells and 
cisterns that hold the living water of life, which springs up in 
them to eternal life. So you may all drink water out of your 
own cisterns, and running water out of your own wells ; and eat 
every one of his own fig-tree, and of his own vine ; having salt 
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every one in yourselves to season every one^s sacrifice, accept- 
able to God by Jesus Christ ; and like unto the wise virgins, 
that have oil in their lamps, and follow the Lamb, and enter in 
with the bridegroom. And now is the time to labour while it 
is day, (yea, the day of Christ ;) and to stir up every one'*s pure 
mind, and the gift of God that is in them ; and to improve your 
talents that Christ hath given you, that you may profit ; and to 
walk every one according to the measure that Christ hath given 
you. For the manifestation of the Spirit of God is given to 
every one to profit withal. 

Now consider what you have profited in spiritual and heavenly 
things with the heavenly Spirit of God. And be not like the 
wicked and slothful, that hid his talent; from whom it was 
taken, and he cast into utter darkness. And a dwarf, or one 
that had any blemish, was not to come nigh to offer upon God^s 
altar. And therefore mind the word of wisdom, to keep you 
out of that which will corrupt you and blemish you ; and that 
you may grow in grace, and in faith, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And feeding upon the milk of the 
word, grow by it, that you may not be dwarfs ; and so to offer 
your spiritual sacrifice upon God's holy altar. For the field 
or vineyard of the slothful grows over with thorns and nettles, 
and his walls go down. Such are they that are not diligent 
in the Spirit of God, and the power, which is the wall, a sure 
fence. And the Spirit of God will weed out all, both thorns 
and thistles and nettles, out of the vineyard of the heart. 
And you that are keepers of others' vineyards, see that you 
keep your own vineyards clean, with the Spirit and power of 
Christ. And sanctify yourselves, and sanctify the Lord in your 
hearts, that you may be a holy people to the Lord, who saith, 
^' Be ye holy, for I am holy,'' that ye may be holy members of 
the church of Christ, that is clothed with the sun, and the 
moon is under her feet; the changeable world, with all her 
changeable worships, religions, churches, and teachers. And 
be ye new and heavenly Jerusalem's children ; for new and 
heavenly Jerusalem's children (that is above, and is the mother 
of all the children of the light, and that are born of the Spirit,) 
these be they that have been persecuted and have suffered by 
the false church. Mystery Babylon, the mother of harlots. 

And now all heavenly Jerusalem's and Zion's children that 
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lure from above, labour in the gospel, the power of God, and the 
seed in which all nations, and all the families of the earth, are 
blessed. Which seed (Christ) bruises the serpent^s head, and 
destroys the devil and his works, and overcomes the whore, the 
false church, and the beast, and the false prophet ; and takes 
away the curse, and the veil that is spread over all nations, and 
all the families of the earth ; and brings the blessings upon all 
nations, and upon aU the families of the earth, if they will 
receive it, saying : " In thy seed shall all nations, and all the 
families of the earth, be blessed.'^ And this is the gospel of 
God, preached to Abraham before Moses wrote his Five Books ; 
and was preached in the apostles^ days ; and is now preached 
again. Which gospel brings life and immortality to light ; and 
is the gospel of peace, life, and salvation, to every one that 
believes it. And so aU nations, and all the families of the earth, 
must be in Christ the seed, if they be blessed, and be partakers 
of the blessing in the seed. Which gospel God did preach and 
reveal to Abraham, as in Gal. iii. 8. 

And this gospel was revealed and preached by Christ unto his 
apostles, who preached it ; which is not of man, nor from man. 
And now God and Christ hath revealed the same gospel to 
me, and many others, in this age. I say, the gospel, and the 
seed in which all nations and families of the earth are blessed. 
In which gospel I have laboured, and do labour, that all may 
come into this blessed seed, Christ, who bruises the head of the 
serpent ; that in it they might have peace with God. And this 
everlasting gospel is preached again to them that dwell upon 
the earth ; and they that believe it, and receive it, receive the 
blessing, and the peace, and joy, and comfort of it, and the 
stability in it, and the life and immortality which it brings to 
light in them, and to them. And such can praise the ever- 
lasting God in his everlasting gospel. 

And, Friends all, seek the peace and good of all in Christ. 
For Truth makes no Cains, Korahs, Balaams, nor Judases ; for 
they come to be such that go out of the peaceable truth. And 
therefore walk in the peaceable truth, and speak the truth in 
the love of it, as it is in Jesus. 

G. F. 
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EPISTLE, 1689. 

To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in England, 

Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting, held in London, 

The 20tli, 21st and 22nd of the Third Month, 1689. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in the Lord, whose presence is continued, and 
blessings renewed unto us, and signally manifest with our 
assemblies. Blessed be his name for ever. The sense of love 
and unity amongst Friends, and the prosperity of truth in many 
counties in this nation, and divers remote parts, according as 
we have had certain accounts, is a great comfort to us in the 
Lord. And we understand that there is such an openness, in 
divers counties in this nation, amongst people to receive Truth, 
that some Friends do much desire some faithful labourers among 
them, as the Lord shall make way. In some counties Friends 
have provided several new meeting-places ; wherein their love 
to the name of the Lord, and the spreading of his truth, is 
manifest, and truly commendable. 

And, dear Friends, we desire your testimony against tithes 
may be kept up in the peaceable Spirit of Christ, as becomes 
true Christians : rather suffering patiently the spoiling of your 
goods, than any ways to strive or struggle with the spoilers to 
retain them by force; but singly commit your cause to the 
Lord, who will plead it, and judge righteously. And, Friends, 
we desire you would keep an exact account of this and all other 
your sufferings for truth, and also of your deliverances ; to be 
ready as there shall be occasion to call for them. 

Several epistles were read from divers counties in England and 
Wales, and foreign parts beyond seas, to the comfort and satis- 
faction of Friends here. 

By an epistle from Friends at Amsterdam, an account was 
given of a new storm of persecution risen at Dantzic, where so 
great sufferings have been heretofore. Upon which the meeting 
agreed to order some relief for them. 

The present condition of Friends in Ireland being under 
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consideratioii^ and several Friends from thence being present, 
having given a brief account thereof in part, the meeting left 
the further care concerning them to the Meeting for Sufferings 
here, for the relief of any Friends from thence that may be in 
distress. And if they shall see further cause, to recommend 
their conditions to Friends in the respective counties in Eng- 
land, &c., for a further Christian relief, as there shall appear 
necessity. 

The Friends appointed to inspect the accounts did report to 
us, that they found the accounts well kept ; and there was no 
need of a further contribution this year. And that our Friends 
who are captives at Mequinez, do remain as before ; only some 
are come down to Sallee, and have liberty to go about the town> 
under security for their true imprisonment. Great endeavours 
have been used for their redemption, but it is not yet effected. 
And we give you notice, that the six Friends of the city, that 
are entrusted this year with the accounts, are Thomas Cox, 
Thomas Hudson, John West, Laurence FuUove, Walter Miers, 
and Walter Benthal. 

A concern coming upon Friends of the meeting concerning 
several persons, both men and women, who go rambling idly up 
and down the countries, under pretence of preaching truth, who 
are out of the unity of Friends in their own country, whose con- 
versations and examples are not savoury, as becomes the truth ; 
Friends in the several counties should be aware of such, and give 
no encouragement nor countenance to them ; but, warn them 
to return, and settle in their places and honest employments, 
and seek unity with their own meetings. 

And, dear Friends, the prosperity of truth, the increase of 
love, unity, and peace, amongst all Friends in their respective 
meetings, and in general, is greatly desired by us. And that 
every one watch against, and shut out all occasions of offences, 
contentions and divisions ; and in the name of the Lord stop 
and judge down all whisperings, tale-bearing, backbiting, and 
evil-speaking tending thereunto. And be kind and tender- 
hearted one to another ; and earnestly labour and press for uni- 
versal love, union, and peace in all the churches of Christ. And 
walk wisely and circumspectly towards all men, in the peaceable 
Spirit of Christ Jesus ; giving no offence, nor occasions, to those 
in outward government, nor way to any controversies, heats. 
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or distractions of tliis world, about the kingdoms thereof. But 
pray for the good of all, and submit all to that Divine power 
and wisdom which rules over the kingdoms of men. That, as 
the Lord^s hidden ones, that are always quiet in the land, and 
as those prudent ones and wise in heart, who know when and 
where to keep silent, you may all approve your hearts to God ; 
keeping out of all airy discourses and words,' that may any- 
ways become snares, or hurtful to truth or Friends, as being 
sensible that any personal occasion of reproach causes a reflec- 
tion upon the body. 

And, Friends, let every one be watchful against an earthly 
spirit getting up in any ; for that will choke the good seed, and 
bring forth a slighting or neglecting your testimony in your 
First-day and week-day meetings, and bring a decay of your 
strength and zeal for God and his truth, and bring a weakness 
upon you ; by reason whereof such will not be able to stand in 
an hour of temptation. And, dear Friends, for the Lord's sake, 
exercise your Christian care in the education of. your children 
in the fear of God, and plainness and simplicity of truth, both 
in language and habits. 

It was agreed by Friends, with one consent, that this meeting 
be continued the next year, at the usual time, as the Lord shall 
please to make way for it; and that in order thereunto, two 
sound faithful Friends in every county may be desired to come 
up, that know the state of Friends and their suflferings in their 
respective counties. And to such as are now here we leave it to 
give a further account of this meeting, and of the good service 
and effects thereof. Blessed be the Lord for ever. And the 
God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Signed in behalf, and by order, of the meeting aforesaid, 

Benjamin Bealing. 



The Epistle from George Fox. 
■Peak Friends and Brethren, 

Who have known the Lord's eternal arm and power, that 
hath preserved you upon the heavenly rock and foundation, and 
hath built your house upon it ; you have known many winds, 
tempests, and storms, that have risen out of that sea where the 
beast rose ; and many raging storms that have risen by apostates 
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of several sorts : but the seed (that bruises the serpent^s head, 
which is the foundation of God's people) stands sure. And 
therefore, dear friends and brethren, though there be great 
shakings in the worlds the Lord's power is over all^ and his 
kingdom cannot be shaken. And therefore^ all ye children of 
Ood^ and children of the lights and heirs of his kingdom^ a 
joyful peaceable liabitation keep in ; keeping out of all the heats^ 
contentions^ and disputes, about things below. And lay hands 
on no man^ nor no things suddenly ; lest they should be puffed 
up with that which fades, and so come to loss. But mind the 
Lord^s power, that keeps open your heavenly eye, to see things 
present and to come ; and in that you will see and handle the 
word of life. 

And, dear Friends everywhere, have power over your own 
spirits. As God hath blessed you with his outward things, 
have a care of trusting in them ; or falling into difference one 
with another about these outward things that are below, which 
will pass away. But all live in the love of God ; and, in that, 
live in peace with God, and one with another. And follow 
the works of charity ; and overcome the evil with the good to all. 
For what good have all the tinklers done with their cymbals 
and sounding brass ? They always bred confusion, and never 
did good in any age ; tinkling with their cymbals, and sounding 
with their brass, to draw out the simple to follow them. And 
therefore it is good for all the children of God to keep in their 
possession of life, and the love of God, that is everlasting. 

And as for all the tumults of the world, and the apostates 
from the truth, the Lord's power is over them all, and 
Christ reigns. And the Lord saith, " No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper." And now. Friends, you are not 
insensible how many weapons have been formed against us, 
who are the sons and daughters of God ; and the Lord hath 
restrained them ; according to his promise, they have not pros- 
pered. And the Lord said, " Every tongue that shall rise up 
in judgment against thee, thou shalt condemn." So God hath 
given such a power to his children to condemn all the tongues 
that shall rise up in judgment against them. And this is the 
heritage of the servants of the Lord, ^^ Their righteousness is of 
me, saith the Lord." And you are not insensible of the many 
tongues that have risen up against us in judgment ; yea of apos- 
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tates and profane : but in and with the truth and the power of 
God, according to the promise of God, ''Every tongue that 
riseth against thee, thou shalt condemn." So it is not one 
tongue only thou shalt condemn ; but " Every tongue that 
shall rise up in judgment against thee, thou shalt condemn." So 
the Lord giveth this power to his servants and children to judge 
the evil tongues. And he doth restrain the weapons formed 
against them, so that they shall not prosper against his children 
that he hath begotten. Praises and honour be to his holy Name 
for ever. Amen. 

G. P. 
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To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From the Yearly Meeting held in London, 
The 9th, 10th, and 11th of the Fourth Month, 1690. 

Dear and faithful Friends and Brethren, 

We dearly salute you all in the Lord, with very dear and 
brotherly love, beyond words. We have still cause greatly to 
praise and magnify the pure holy name of the Lord our God, 
for his continued goodness, power, and presence with us until 
this day, as much as ever since we were a people, to the greatly 
tendering and enlarging the hearts of many. Blessed be the 
Lord our God for ever. 

We are also greatly comforted at this our solemn and weighty 
assembly, to have so many lively accounts of the love and unity, 
peace and quietness, among Friends ; and of the prosperity of 
truth, and increase of meetings in divers parts, and an openness 
and good desires in many people after the blessed truth ; and in 
the good order and care in the respective meetings of Friends 
concerned in truth^s affairs in Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, 
&c. ; and that the spirit of division and separation is much 
weakened and decreased. In all which we must acknowledge 
the great power and work of our God in the prosperity thereof, 
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and his great love and care over his heritage. Magnified be his 
blessed name and power for ever. 

The tender sense and Christian care of this our Yearly- 
Meeting we are engaged faithfully to communicate to you, in 
these following particulars : — 

The suficring that at present chiefly remains upon faithful 
Friends in divers counties in this nation^ by imprisonment and 
spoil of goods, is for their Christian testimony against the 
oppression of tithes ; of which we have account at this meeting 
of about forty-six still remaining prisoners ; and many others 
have their goods taken away, in some places excessively. And 
therefore this meeting renew their desires that true accounts 
be kept upon record, as well of the taking away goods in that 
case, as of imprisonment ; because in some places there is a 
defect in that particular. And also it is our desire, for the sake 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his holy testimony, that all Friends 
be faithful to Him in their testimony against tithes of all sorts ; 
knowing that since they were ended by Christ, they were 
imposed [by,] and originally sprung from that antichristian 
root, a Popish usurpation in church and state. And that 
Friends would tenderly consider, that where any decline their 
testimony, or are negligent in this weighty case, they do thereby 
increase the weight and burden of sufierings upon them that 
are faithful, and strengthen the hands of their adversaries. 

And, dear Friends, it is our Christian and earnest advice and 
counsel to all Friends concerned (so far as they are able, or may 
be capable), to provide schoolmasters and mistresses who are 
faithful Friends, to teach and instruct their children. And not 
to send them to such schools where they are taught the corrupt 
ways, manners, fashions, and language of the world, and of the 
heathen in their authors, and names of the heathenish gods and 
goddesses ; tending greatly to corrupt and alienate the minds of 
children into an averseness or opposition against the truth, and 
the simplicity of it : but to take care that you train up your 
children in the good nurture, admonition, and fear of the Lord, 
in that plainness and language which become truth. And 
parents and masters, &c., to be good examples to them, in a 
sober and godly conversation, and plainness of speech. And 
not to use the word you, or ye, to a child or servant, &c., nor 
sufiPer your substance to be bestowed on your children to furnish 
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them with such things as tend to pride, and to lift them up in 
vanity, or affect them with the vain fashions of the world. 

And also it is our advice and earnest desire, that parents and 
guardians of children, in the fear of Grod, take special care 
to prevent those under their charge from being engaged or 
entangled with any upon the account of marriage, before all 
things relating to their outward estates be firmly agreed on 
both parts ; that so no breach may be made upon the account 
of outward things, to the hurt or prejudice of young people. 

And we do also, in the name of the Lord, advise and exhort 
all young and unmarried people among Friends, that they do 
not make any motion or procedure one with another upon the 
account of marriage, without first acquainting their parents or 
guardians therewith ; and duly waiting upon them for their con- 
sent and agreement therein. And we also advise, that, in the 
first place, all young persons concerned seriously wait upon the 
Lord for counsel and clearness in this weighty concern, before 
they make any motion or procedure with any in order to 
marriage ; that the Lord may be in their eye : so as they may 
not be led by any forward, brittle, or uncertain affections in this 
great concern, to their own hurt, grief of their friends, and dis- 
honour of truth. And let it be the godly concern of both 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, to be careful and mindful of 
the preservation and good of children in this matter, as here 
proposed and signified ; and not to omit giving due and faithful 
warnings and admonitions in this great and weighty concern. 

Several good and comfortable epistles from Friends in divers 
parts were read in this meeting; as Barbadoes, New Jersey, 
Antigua, Bermudas, Ireland, Scotland, Amsterdam, and Dantzic, 
fee, signifying the states and conditions of Friends in those 
parts, and that love and unity are continued amongst them ; 
and that truth prospers in New England, and other American 
parts. 

By letters from Ireland, we understand that their meetings 
are peaceable and quiet. But as to their outward substance, 
many have sustained great loss, and are brought low, by the 
common calamity that lies upon that nation. In consideration 
whereof. Friends of the Meeting for Sufferings have already 
taken some care to convey some relief to them, according to 
last Yearly Meeting's advice. Which being done, was kindly 

E 
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and tenderly accepted of by Friends concerned in the north of 
Ireland. And the further care concerning them is still con- 
tinued to the said Meeting for SulBferings. 

By their letters from Amsterdam and Dantzic, we understand 
that our Friends in Dantzic are again imprisoned ; and that 
nothing is laid to their charge, but meeting together to wait 
upon the Lord; nor anything else required of them by the 
magistrates, but to promise to depart from that city; which 
they cannot for conscience sake consent to. This meeting has 
ordered something to be sent over to the Friends of Amster- 
dam, for the present relief of our said suffering Friends at 
Dantzic. And in case there shall be further need before the 
next year, this meeting doth entrust the Meeting for Sufferings 
here to supply their necessities, as they shall see cause. 

The Friends appointed to view the accounts, report that they 
have found them well stated and kept ; and judge that there is 
no present necessity for a further contribution this year. And 
also that they are very sensible of the great care, labours, and 
endeavours of Friends at London with the government in 
Friends' behalf, for their ease and relief; which the Lord has 
made effectual in several respects. 

And as concerning our Friends at Mequinez and Sallee, 
endeavours have not been wanting to obtain their redemption ; 
but as yet it cannot be effected. We hear from them that they 
are well ; and desire that their loves might be communicated 
to Friends here in their native country. 

And we give you notice, that the six Friends of the city, that 
are entrusted this year with the accounts, are Walter Miers, 
Walter Benthall, Thomas Cooper, Thomas Lacy, George Green, 
and Hercey Wilson. 

And, dear Friends, although we gave plain and Christian 
advice and admonition last year for Friends to beware of all 
airy discourses, disputes and controversies, about the kingdoms 
of this world ; that all might walk wisely and circumspectly, in 
subjection to the divine and over-ruling power and wisdom of 
God ; yet contrariwise, to our grief, we have heard too much 
complaint and reflections, occasioned by some who have not 
observed a true bridle to their tongues, but have been too busy, 
loose and airy, in discourses of that nature. And therefore we 
do exhort and admonish all such in the fear of God, and as 
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they have respect unto his holy truth and innocent people^ and 
their own safety^ to be watchful^ careful, and circumspect for 
time to come ; that none may suffer as busy-bodies, nor bring 
sufferings or reproach, or cause jealousies to be raised, upon or 
against others that are innocent ; and singly desire the preser* 
vation, safety and peace of all Friends, in truth and innocency 
towards all men. And that all Friends be truly thankful to 
God for the present mercy, as to the peace and liberty and 
blessed opportunities we now enjoy -, and desire that all Friends 
may make a faithful improvement thereof; and may shew it 
forth by their diligent attending upon the worship and service 
of God, at the usual times and seasons appointed for the same. 

Lastly, it is agreed and concluded unanimously, that this 
meeting be continued the next year, at the usual time, as the 
Lord shall please to give us liberty and make way for the same. 
And that in order thereunto, two faithful and understanding 
Friends in every county may be desired to come up ; who may 
be enabled to give a certain account of the condition and 
sufferings of Friends in their respective counties. 

And we leave it to Friends that are now come up to this 
meeting, to give further account of the good service and ad- 
vantage thereof, through the Lord^s love and goodness plentifully 
manifested amongst us. Blessed be his glorious name and 
power for ever. 

The God of peace, and fountain of all our mercies, be with 
you all. Amen. 

Signed in behalf and by order of the meeting aforesaid, 

Benjamin Bealing. 



The Epistle from George Fox. 

All Friends everywhere, that are alive to Gx)d through Jesus 
Christ, and living members of Christ, the holy head, be still ; 
and stand still in the Lord^s camp of holiness and righteousness ; 
and therein see the salvation of God, and your eternal life, rest, 
and peace. And in it you may feel and see the Lord's power 
is over all; and how the Lord is at work in his power, and 
ruling the nations with his rod of iron, and is breaking (in the 
nations) the old leaky vessels and cisterns to pieces, like the 
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potter's vessels^ that will not hold his living water of life^ who 
are erred from the Spirit. 

But blessed be the Lord God of heaven and earthy who by 
his eternal arm and power hath settled all his people upon the 
living holy rock and foundation, that stands sure : whom he 
hath drawn by his Spirit to his Son, and gathered them into the 
name of Jesus Christ, his only-begotten Son, full of grace and 
truth ; who hath all power in heaven and earth given to him ; 
whose name is above every name under the whole heaven ; and 
all his living members know there is no salvation given by any 
other name under the whole heaven, but by the name of Jesus. 
And He, their salvation and their living head, is felt in the 
midst of them, in his light, life, spirit, grace, and truth, and his 
word of patience, wisdom, and power. Who is his people's 
prophet, that God hath raised up in his new testament and 
covenant, to open to them ; and their living shepherd, that 
hath purchased, redeemed, and bought them with his precious 
blood. 

And Christ, the living one, feeds his living sheep in his living 
pastures of life. And his living sheep know their living 
shepherd's voice, with his living bread and water, and follow 
him; and will not follow any of the world's hirelings, nor 
thieves, nor robbers, nor climbers, that are without Christ, the 
door. And likewise Christ's living children know Christ, the 
bishop of their souls, to oversee them with his heavenly and 
spiritual eye, that they may be preserved in his fold of life, and 
go no more forth. And also they know Christ their holy priest, 
that by the grace of God tasted death for them, and for every 
man ; and is a propitiation for their sins ; and not for their sins 
only, but for the sins of the whole world; and by the one 
offering up of himself, he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. 

And such an high-priest becomes Christ's sheep in his new 
covenant and testament, who is holy and harmless, and separate 
from sinners, and is made higher than the heavens ; who is not 
made a priest after the order of Aaron, with his tithes and 
offerings, &c., but he makes an end of all these things, and hath 
abolished them ; and is made an high-priest after the power of 
an endless life : who ever liveth to make intercession for his 
people, and is able to save to the uttermost all that come to God 
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tlirough Him : who is the one holy mediator betwixt God and 
man^ &c.^ who sanctifies his people (his church that he is head 
of) and presents them to God without spot, or wrinkle, or 
blemish, or any such thing ; and makes them a royal priesthood, 
to oflfer up spiritual holy sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ ; who is King of all kings, and Lord of all lords in the 
earth ; so a holy heavenly king, who hath all power in heaven 
and earth given to him^ and rules in all the hearts of his sheep 
and lambs, by his holy, divine, precious faith, that is held in all 
the pure consciences of his people ; which holy faith, Christ the 
holy one is the author and finisher of, By which holy faith all 
the just live : and in which holy and divine precious faith, all 
the just and holy ones have unity ; and by it they do quench 
all the fiery darts of Satan; and by this holy, divine, and 
precious faith, they have access to the pure God, in which they 
do please him. 

And Christ, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the 
majesty in the heavens, in his new testament and new covenant, 
is a minister of the sanctuary and true tabernacle, which the 
Lord hath pitched, and not man. And therefore all the lambs 
and sheep of Christ must feel this holy minister in their temple 
and sanctuary ; who ministers spiritual, holy, and heavenly 
things to them in their sanctuary and tabernacle. For all the 
tabernacles and sanctuaries that are built or pitched by man, 
men make ministers for them. And such ministers are of men, 
and by men, with their worldly sanctuaries and tabernacles of 
men^s pitching, by men^s hands. 

And now, all dear friends and brethren everywhere, that are 
the flock of Christ, Christ our passover, is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us all keep this heavenly feast of our passover in 
his new testament and covenant, not with old leaven, neither of 
malice nor wickedness ; but let all that be purged out (with the 
sour old leavened bread) that all may become a new lump ; and 
so keep this heavenly feast of Christ, our heavenly passover, 
with the unleavened bread (mark, with the unleavened bread) 
of sincerity and truth. My desires are, that all the flock of 
Christ everywhere may keep this heavenly feast of Christ, our 
heavenly passover, with his heavenly unleavened bread of an- 
cerity and truth. Amen. 

G. F. 
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EPISTLE, 1691. 

To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in England, 

Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting, held in London^ 
The let, Smd, 3rd, and 4ih of the Fourih Month, 1691. 

Dear and Faithful Friends and Brethren, 

We tenderly salute you all in our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
blessed union of his precious life ; who hath eminently appeared 
among us and with us, in this our heavenly solemnity; still 
ministering fresh encouragement unto us, by his divine power 
and counsel, to persevere in faithfulness and diligence in his 
work and service to the end of our days, and finishing our 
course with joy, as many of his dear ancient and faithful 
servants have already done. Blessed be his glorious name for 
ever. 

We are much comforted at this our weighty assembly, in the 
many good accounts given as heretofore of trutVs prosperity, 
and the increase of Christ^s kingdom, and the abounding of love, 
peace and unity, among Friends ; and the decrease and dying of 
the spirit of division and enmity in divers places where it has 
entered ; and that meetings are increased, and many people's 
hearts opened to hear and receive the truth : and that in some 
places new meeting-houses are erected, and others about pre- 
paring and building ; which are and will be of great advantage 
for truth'*s promotion, we doubt not, as experience hath long 
and clearly shown : and that good order and Christian care in 
your meetings aforesaid, is, and we hope will be, continued in 
the service of truth and one another, to the honour of God, and 
exaltation of his holy name and truth, and the strengthening 
and encouraging of Friends in general and one another in the 
service thereof; which our souls earnestly desire, and hope you 
will ever be mindful of; that our God may have his praise, and 
you all your lasting peace and comfort. 

We perceive the sufiFering that chiefly remains on faithful 
Friends in divers counties, by imprisonment and spoil of goods, 
doth increase, for our ancient Christian testimony against the 
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old and grand oppression of tithes ; we having now account of 
about eighty Friends prisoners on that account ; whose faith- 
fulness the Lord will reward. And we desire that the same 
Christian testimony may be duly kept up; and such as are 
unfaithful therein be diligently exhorted to obedience and 
faithfulness to Christ Jesus ; that they may not strengthen the 
persecutor's hands^ increase others sufferings, nor make void 
truth's testimony therein, which so many have offered up and 
laid down their lives for. 

These things are also recommended to your godly care ; and 
it is our tender and Christian advice, for the Lord's sake, and 
his blessed name and truth's sake, that Friends be diligent in 
keeping their week-day meetings as duly as on First-days, in 
his worship and service ; and that you do encourage the faithful 
women's meetings, and the settling them where they are 
wanting, and may with convenience be settled ; knowing their 
service, and what need there is also of their godly care in the 
church of Christ in divers weighty respects, proper to them. 
And that great care be taken about marriages, for the consent 
of parents, due and orderly publication thereof, and solemnizing 
of them in a meeting appointed for that end and purpose ; 
which method is convenient and commendable, as it has been 
lately made appear in the eye of the government, and well 
resented. And that Friends be reminded of this meeting's 
former advice against marriage with near kindred, and against 
marrying by priests, and with persons of the world, unequally 
yoking with unbelievers ; and against too early and unsavoury 
proceedings in second marriages after the death of husband or 
wife, contrary to the due method and practice of faithful Friends 
in truth, and tending to the dishonour and reproach thereof. 

And that Friends take care to keep to truth and plainness, 
in language, habit, deportment and behaviour; that the sim- 
plicity of truth in these things may not wear out nor be lost in 
our days, nor in our posterity's; and be exemplary to their 
children in each, and train them up therein ; that modesty and 
sobriety may be countenanced, and the fear of the Lord take 
place and increase among them : and to avoid pride and im- 
modesty in apparel, and extravagant wigs, and all other vain 
and superfluous fashions of the world ; and in God's holy fear 
watch against and keep out the spirit and corrupt friendship of 
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the world ; and that no fellowship may be held or had with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, nor therein with the workers 
thereof. And to avoid unnecessary frequenting taverns, ale- 
houses, all looseness, excess, and unprofitable and idle discourses, 
mis-spending their precious time and substance, to the dishonour 
of truth, and scandal of our holy profession. Let your godly 
care and earnest endeavours be to stop and prevent all re- 
proaches and scandals in these or any other cases. And that 
all Friends watch over their children : and none to indulge or 
sufiFer them in pride, or corrupt liberty ; whereby they become 
exposed to the world, to be ensnared either in their marriages, 
or evil conversation, tending to their hurt and ruin. And that 
Friends keep to their wonted example and testimony against 
the superstitious observation of days. 

It ia also the advice of this meeting, that all and every your 
meeting-houses, and mansion-houses where meetings are or may 
be, be entered upon record, as the law directs ; each particularly : 
we having seen both the service and safety thereof, and the hurt 
and danger that may come by the omission. And that care be 
taken in each Monthly Meeting, that Friends who have estates 
to dispose of, by will or otherwise, be particularly advised to 
make their wills, or settle their estates, in due time ; to prevent 
the inconveniences, loss and trouble, that may follow upon their 
relations and friends, and injury to the poor, through their 
dying intestate. Delays and omissions in this case having been 
very prejudicial in divers respects. 

We are glad to hear that care is taken in some places, ac- 
cording to former advice, for the providing school-masters and 
mistresses who are faithful Friends, to instruct Friends' children 
in such method as truth allows. And we desire that Friends 
go on in that care to promote such education and schools, for 
the advantage of their children and posterity. 

Divers good epistles and accounts were read in this meeting 
from foreign parts ; as Ireland, Scotland, Amsterdam, Dantzic, 
Jamaica, Nevis, Maryland, Rhode-Island (and two from 
Friends, captives at Mequinez in Barbary, under the Emperor 
of Morocco), intimating the prosperity of truth, and the peace 
and unity of Friends among themselves, and their love to 
Friends in this nation ; and in many places their want of faithful 
labourers ; and their desire for the spreading of truth as much 
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as may be, both by Friends* books and ministry ; and also to 
be furnished with books, as Friends can send them. 

There yet remain nine English Friends captives at Mequinez, 
and three at Murbay^ who have received the truth there (it 
being three or four days' journey distant), who correspond with 
each other by letters. One Friend (to wit, Joseph Wasey) 
being lately redeemed, and newly come over, gave a large 
account to this meeting of their miserable hard usage in cap- 
tivity; having no lodging but under arches, in deep places 
on the cold ground, winter and summer ; only water for their 
drink; and no bread allowed them by the king, but of old 
rotten stinking barley ; and no clothes, but a frock once in two 
years; and forced to hard labour (except three days in a 
year) ; and more especially on the sixth day of the week 
(which is their day of worship) they are compelled to carry heavy 
burdens on their heads, running from sun-rising to sun-setting, 
with brutish black boys following with whips and stripes at 
their pleasure, Many of the other captives perish and die, 
through their extreme hardships, and want of food to sustain 
them : as in all likelihood Friends there had, if Friends and 
their relations here had not sent them some relief: seven pence 
a month, formerly allowed them by the king, being now taken 
from them. Their sufferings are lamentable ; yet the Lord's 
power has wonderfully preserved them, and greatly restrained 
the fury and cruelty of that emperor towards poor Friends 
there ; in whose behalf the said Joseph Wasey did, by an inter- 
preter, speak to the said emperor ; giving him an account of 
their innocent conversation and religion ; which he heard with 
moderation ; though he often kills men in cold blood at his 
pleasure. 

Joseph Wasey also signified, that Friends' day-time being 
taken up with hard servitude, they are necessitated to keep 
their meetings in the night-season to wait on God. And that 
the aforesaid captive Friends were very thankful for the relief 
sent from hence ; which was very refreshing to them. 

An epistle from Friends' Half-year Meeting in Ireland was 
read ; giving an account, that notwithstanding Friends' great 
suffering and exercise in that kingdom. Friends there have been 
well supported by the liord's power under the same ; having yet 
left them wherewithal to relieve them that stand in need and 
are impoverished. And accordingly our dear and ancient friend 
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William Edmimdson (who lately came from Ireland^ having 
with his family undergone deep suffering) also acquainted the 
meeting, that although Friends there have undergone great 
sufferings and losses, yet care is taken, that no Friends need 
now come from thence for want of a present supply, or without 
a certificate from Friends of some meeting there. Wherefore, 
if there be necessity hereafter to minister to their relief, when 
they are capable to receive and make use thereof, it is left to 
the care of the Meeting for Sufferings here, to give you notice 
thereof in its time and season, when further necessity shall 
require. 

We do also acquaint you, that the Friends appointed by this 
meeting to inspect the accounts, report back to this meeting, 
that they find them truly stated and fairly kept ; and nothing 
of what was contributed towards captives' redemption is dis- 
bursed this year past ; no opportunity having yet presented for 
their redemption, though much endeavoured ; but sixty pounds 
added, being repaid by Levin Buskin, who was a captive 
redeemed from Algiers some years since. But that the contri- 
bution, intended for the ease and relief of suffering and neces- 
sitous Friends, is wholly expended and in debt, by reason of the 
urgent occasions to endeavour the ease and relief of Friends that 
do or may suffer in divers general cases (and also the charity 
bestowed upon divers of our suffering friends and brethren of 
Ireland, both there and here) ; wherein our friends of London 
have been very industrious, and intend not to be wanting 
therein, as the Lord shall yet afford opportunity. Whereupon 
they offer it to this meeting as their judgment, that it is need- 
ful there should be a farther supply, by a general contribution 
among Friends, for the like service, to be made this year. 
Which being duly and weightily considered, this meeting agrees 
unanimously, that a contribution be made by Friends throughout 
all the several meetings of Friends in England and Wales, for the 
supply and service of Friends and truth, as aforesaid. And it is 
recommended by this meeting to the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings aforesaid ; who are desired to take care therein with 
as much convenient speed as may be ; and to return the col- 
lections to the six Friends of the city, who are entrusted this 
year with the accounts ; namely, Thomas Lacy, Thomas Cooper, 
George Green, Hercey Wilson, Jos. Wright, and Cornelius 
Mason, or any of them. 
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This meetiDg agrees^ for the taMng off and spreading Friends' 
books for the service of Truth, that such a number of Friends' 
books as shall be hereafter printed by their approbation (except- 
ing collections of books) be taken off by each Quarterly Meeting, 
as will only amount to two books of a sort to each Monthly 
Meeting; provided the two books do not both exceed one 
shilling in price. And if any one book be above sixpence 
price, then but one of that sort to each Monthly Meeting; 
who may send for as many more as they may have occasion 
for, or desire [we understand there are about 151 Monthly 
Meetings in England and Wales] : and that the said books be 
sent by the several correspondents in London (or by their 
order) to the correspondents of each county ; who are desired 
to send up the money for the books, when received, to the 
Friends that are correspondents in London : and to be diligent 
in spreading Friends' books for truth's service. 

It is unanimously agreed and concluded, that this meeting be 
continued the next year, as formerly, at the usual time, as the 
Lord shall make way for it. And that, for the service of truth 
and the churches of Christ, two faithftd understanding Friends 
in every county, who are truly approved, in imiversal love and 
unity and peace among Friends from whence they come, may be 
desired to come up ; who may be enabled to give a certain 
and clear account of the condition and sufferings of Friends, 
and truth's prosperity, in their respective counties. 

And, dear friends and brethren, we do, in the love of God, 
tenderly recommend all the foregoing matters contained in this 
paper to your godly and Christian care, to observe and manage 
in his wisdom and counsel ; as having an eye to the service and 
prosperity of truth, preservation of his people therein, and the 
peace of the churches of Christ, and increase of his kingdom 
and government in this age, and in the ages to come. 

The God of peace be with you all. In whose dear love we 
remain. 

Your faithful Friends and Brethren. 

It is desired that Friends keep the Yearly Meeting papers 
together in a book, in each Monthly and Quarterly Meeting. 

Signed in behalf of our said Meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 
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An epistle of dear G. F/s (which was written with his 
own hand^ and left sealed up, with this superscription, 
viz., Not to be opened before the time,) was read, and 
agreed to be printed with this Yearly Meeting paper, 
as followeth. 

For the Yearly and Second-day* a Meeting in London ; and to all 
the Children of God in all places in the World. 

By and from George Fox. 

This for all the children of God everywhere ; that are led 
by his Spirit, and do walk in his light ; in which they 
have life, and unity and fellowship with the Father and 
the Son, and one with another : 

Keep all your meetings in the name of the Lord Jesus 
that be gathered in his name, by his light, grace, truth, power, 
and Spirit : by which you will feel his blessed and refreshing 
presence among you, and in you, to your comfort, and God's 
glory. 

And now, all Friends, all your meetings, both men's and 
women^s. Monthly, and Quarterly, and Yearly, &c., were set up 
by the power, and spirit, and wisdom of God. And in them 
you do know that you have felt both his power, and Spirit, and 
wisdom, and blessed refreshing presence among you and in you, 
to his praise and glory, and your comfort ; so that you have been 
a city set on a hill that cannot be hid. 

And although many loose and unruly spirits have risen 
betimes to oppose you and them, both in print and otherwise ; 
yet you have seen how they have come to nought ; and the 
Lord hath blasted them, and brought their deeds to light, and 
made them manifest to be the trees without fruit, and wells 
without water, and wandering stars from the firmament of God's 
power, and the raging waves of the sea, casting up their mire 
and dirt ; and many of them are like the dog turned to his old 
vomit, and the sow that was washed turned again to the mire. 
And this hath been the condition of many, God knoweth, and 
his people. 

And therefore, all stand stedfast in Christ Jesus, your head ; 
in whom you all are one, male and female; and know his 
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government. And of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end. But there will be an end of the devil's, 
and of all them that be out of Christ, and do oppose it and him ; 
whose judgment doth not linger, and their damnation doth not 
slumber. And therefore, in God and Christ's light, life, spirit, 
and power, live and walk (that is over all, and the seed of it), 
in love, and in innocency, and simplicity : and in righteousness 
and holiness dwell, and in his power and Holy Ghost, in which 
God's kingdom doth stand. 

All children of new and heavenly Jerusalem (that is from 
above, and is free, with all her holy spiritual children) to her 
keep your eyes. 

And as for this spirit of rebellion and opposition, that hath 
risen formerly and lately, it is out of the kingdom of God, and 
heavenly Jerusalem ; and is for judgment and condemnation, 
with all its books, words, and works. And, therefore, Friends 
are to live and walk in the power and spirit of God, that is over 
it ; and in the seed that will bruise and break it to pieces : in 
which seed you have joy and peace with God, and power and 
authority to judge it. And your unity is in the power and 
spirit of God, that doth judge it. And all God's witnesses in 
his tabernacle go out against it, and always have and will. 

And let no man live to self, but to the Lord, as they will die 
in Him. And seek the peace of the church of Christ, and the 
peace of all men in Him : for blessed are the peacemakers. And 
dwell in the pure, peaceable, heavenly wisdom of God, that is 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, that is full of mercy : all 
striving to be of one mind, heart, soul, and judgment in Christ, 
having his mind and spirit dwelling in you : building up one 
another in the love of God, which doth edify the body of 
Christ (his church), who is the holy head thereof. So glory 
to God through Christ, in this age, and all other ages ; who is 
the rock and foundation, and the Emanuel, God with us. Amen, 
over all, the beginning and the ending. In Him live and walk; 
in whom you have life eternal ; in whom you will feel me, and 
I yon. 

All children of New Jerusalem that descends from above (the 
holy city and the temple which the Lord and the Lamb is the 
light of), in it they are born again of the Spirit. So Jerusalem 
that is above is the mother of them that are born of the Spirit. 
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And so they that come^ atid are come^ to heavenly Jerusalem^ 
are those that receive Christ (and he ^veth them power to 
become the sons of God)^ and are born again of the Spirit ; so 
Jerusalem is their mother; and such do come to heavenly 
Mount Sion^ and the innumerable company of angels^ and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect ; and are come to the church 
of the living God^ written in heaven ; and have the name of 
God, and the city of God, written upon them. So here is a 
new mother, that bringeth forth a heavenly and spiritual 
generation. 

There is no schism, nor division, nor contention, nor strife, in 
heavenly Jerusalem, nor in the body of Christ ; which is made 
up of living stones, a spiritual house : and Christ is not divided ; 
for in him there is peace. Christ saith, " In me you have peace :'' 
and he is from above, and not of this world : but in the world 
below, in the spirit of it, there is trouble. Therefore keep in 
Christ, and walk in him. Amen. 

G. P. 

And Jerusalem was the mother of all the true Christians 
before the apostacy. And since, the outward Christians 
are broken into many sects, and they have gotten many 
mothers. But all they that are come out of the apos- 
tacy, by the power and Spirit of Christ, Jerusalem, that 
is above, is their mother (and none below her), who doth 
nourish all her spiritual children. 

G. F. 

London, the 4th of the Fourth Month, 1691. 

Dear Friends, 
We, being appointed, by dear George Pox and the Yearly 
Meeting, to consider of a method for the printing his books, 
papers, epistles, and manuscripts, desire you will make search 
in your Quarterly and Monthly Meeting books, and among 
Friends, what books, papers, epistles, or manuscripts you have 
of his ; and send up the titles, and dates of them that are dated, 
and the first and last words or sentence of each book, paper, or 
manuscript; that we may the better distinguish one from 
another, of all books, papers, or manuscripts, written or printed. 
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So, not doubting your care and diligence herein, with our dear 
loves, we rest, 

Yo|;ir friends and brethren, 
John Blaiklin, John Whitehead, 

George Whitehead, Thomas Eobbertson, 

Thomas Dockwra, Benjamin Antrobus, 

William Mead, Thomas Lower, 

John Eouse, Thomas Ellwood, 

John Vatjghton, John Field, 

Stephen Crisp, 



EPISTLE, 1692. 

To the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends 
IN England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From the Yearly Meeting^ held in London, 
The 16th, I7th, 18th, and 19th of the Third Month, 1692. 

Dear and faithful Friends and BRET^REN, 

We salute you in the Lord with very dear and tender love, 
which lives in our hearts towards you all, and God's whole 
heritage ; which we earnestly desire the prosperity of, in tljat 
pure life, love, peace, and concord in Christ Jesus, which will 
endure ; being truly comforted and refreshed, as heretofore, to 
hear of truth's prosperity, and the Lord'*s work going forward, 
and of the faithfulness and love that is among Friends in this 
and other nations of the world. And we have great cause still 
to bless the name of our God, for his preserving and supporting 
us by his power to this day; and for that blessed immediate 
sense thereof, and reviving and comforting of many thereby, in 
our solemn assemblies at this time. 

The most material things of concern agreed upon, as desired 
by this meeting, and many faithful friends and brethren, we do 
hereby faithfully recommend to your godly care and observation, 
as heretofore. 

Being sensible how incident youth is to be corrupted, and 
how liable to cornipt and hurt one another by evil example and 
liberty, it is earnestly requested, that all parents among Friends 
take all godly and Christian care in the education of their 
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children, and be good examples to them, and not to allow them 
in any thing that may gratify a vain mind, in immodest apparel^ 
or foolish garbs, or other extravagancies, tending to their hurt, 
and reproach of our holy profession, and incurring God's dis- 
pleasure and judgment, which stands against the pride of life 
and haughtiness : but, sincerely to use their best endeavours to 
train them up in the nurture and admonition of the Ijord, in 
sobriety, modesty, and plainness in apparel, language, and con- 
versation, as becometh our holy profession and Christian religion. 

And, that Friends be careful and diligent to keep up their 
ancient Christian testimony against the oppression of tithes : 
for the more faithful and unanimous Friends are therein, we are 
really persuaded, the Lord will the sooner make way for our 
ease and deliverance from that burden. And Friends to be 
careful to record all the sufferings in that, and other cases for 
the truth : for we understand that Friends' sufferings do increase 
in divers places : we having now, account of one hundred and 
eleven prisoners, chiefly for non-payment of tithes, besides nine 
prisoners deceased since last Yearly Meeting. 

And to prevent reproach and division in the cases following, 
it is advised and earnestly desired, that the payment of just 
debts be not delayed, by any professing truth, beyond the time 
promised and agreed upon : nor occasion given of complaint to 
those they deal with, by their backwardness of payment, where 
no time is limited : nor any to overcharge themselves with too 
much trading and commerce beyond their capacities to discharge 
a good conscience towards all men : and that all Friends con- 
cerned be very careful not to contract extravagant debts, to the 
endangering the wronging others and their families ; which some 
have done, to the grieving the hearts of the upright : nor to 
break their promises, contracts, or agreements, in their buying 
and selling (or in any other lawful affairs), to the injuring 
themselves and others, occasioning strife, contention^ and re- 
proach to truth and Friends. And, it is advised, that all 
Friends that are entering into trade, or that are in trade, and 
have not stocks sufiicient of their own to answer the trade they 
aim at, be very cautious of running themselves into debt, without 
advising with some of their ancient and experienced Friends 
among whom they live; and more especially such trading as 
hath its dependance upon sea adventures. 
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And, that in all cases of controversy and diflference, the 
persons concerned therein either speedily compose the difference 
between themselves, or make choice of some faithful uncon- 
cerned Friends to determine the same, and they to stand to 
their determination : or otherwise if they cannot agree upon the 
choice, to submit to the Monthly Meeting^s choice of certain 
persons meet to inspect and determine the controversy, and 
to stand to their award and final determination thereof; that 
such controversies may not be continued to cause a stink and 
reproach, for they are a great shame and scandal. 

And, that care be taken for the speedy ending of all contro- 
versies and differences among Friends ; and all Friends to take 
heed of being parties with one or another for the prolonging 
thereof. And such persons as refuse to submit to trutVs order, 
or to hear the church of Christ, are to be disowned and testified 
against, according to Christ^s doctrine on that behalf. 

And all friends and brethren to be careful and watchful 
against all whisperings, backbitings, and tale-carrying, to the 
defaming of Friends or others, and to put a speedy stop thereto ; 
and pass righteous judgment upon all whisperers and backbiters, 
who appear instruments of division and offences, contrary to 
that peaceable truth and gospel we profess. 

And, that where any have received offence from any other, 
first to speak privately to the party concerned, and endeavour 
reconciliation between themselves; and not to whisper or 
aggravate matters against them behind their backs,, to the 
making parties, and the breach wider. 

And, concerning Friends* marriages, with respect to the 
usual due, orderly, and commendable proceedings therein, being 
a matter of very great and weighty concern to the whole body of 
Friends in general, as well as in particular, for which we have 
been, and are yet liable to be called to an account by the 
government, there having been several great endeavours to pro- 
vide a severe law against clandestine marriages, not yet brought 
to an issue, and great care among Friends to vindicate our 
method to authority, that nothing might be enacted to affect 
Friends in that case to their injury or suffering ; we therefore 
advise, that all such as profess the truth among Friends, do 
publish their intentions of marriage at two sundry Monthly 
Meetings at least, or at two sundry Two-weeks* Meetings, in 

f 
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such places where they are settled, before they solemnke the 
same ; that convenient time may be allowed Friends concerned, 
for enquiry and satisfaction concerning the consent of parents 
and guardians, and their clearness from all scandal and pre- 
contracts ; that Friends may own and stand by their proceedings 
before the government, and all in authority; which otherwise they 
cannot, if they proceed not in the due and orderly publication 
and method of truth settled among Friends ; it being a matter 
greatly enquired into, truly warrantable, and to be stood by. 

And we signify to you, that though great endeavours have 
been used for Friends' relief from the burthen of the imposition 
of oaths, which a large progress has been made in, and yet 
hitherto disappointed of the good ends of Friends^ endeavours ; 
howbeit, there is so much preparation and way made already 
for further endeavours for Friends' relief in that case, that this 
meeting has consented and agreed, that when the Lord is pleased 
to open a way for Friends' ease and relief in that case, further 
endeavours may be used to obtain it; and the Meeting for 
Sufferings here is to take care therein. 

And this meeting was well satisfied and very glad in the 
sense they had of the innocency and peaceableness of the body 
of our Friends in general, towards the civil government under 
which we live, and enjoy our present liberty in the peaceable 
exercise of our tender consciences towards Almighty God ; to 
whom we are humbly thankful for the same ; being obliged to 
demean ourselves, not only as a grateful people, but, as a 
Christian society, to live peaceably and inoffensively under the 
present government, as we have always done, under the various 
revolutions of governments, ever since we were a people, according 
to our ancient Christian principle and practice ; in which, we 
hope, we shall ever persevere to the end of our days, according 
as we are enjoined by our peaceable Saviour Christ Jesus, and the 
Christian advice of his, faithful servants and ministers among us. 
We being a people clear in the sight of God from all evil design, 
plots and conspiracies whatsoever; and hope in God that we 
shall continue a people always quiet in the land, having nothing 
but love and good will to all men ; for which end we earnestly 
desire and hope that a Christian care may not be wanting 
among you, for the preservation of our whole society in that 
innocent life and peaceable conversation, which is agreeable to 



1692.} YEARLY MEETING. 67 

OUT Christian principle and profession ; wherein we have, from 
the beginning, found our safety and peace with God, and him 
to be our defence ; being fully persuaded, that this our ancient 
Christian testimony, (publicly owned among us) none can 
gainsay, nor any faithful Friends to God or Christ can ever 
decline it ; being assured that our God will, in his own due 
time, remove all offences and causeless jealousies and reproaches, 
tending to cloud our innocency, and will set his own power, and 
the peaceable kingdom of his dear Son, over all. 

We further intimate to you, that we had at this our Yearly 
Meeting divers seasonable and tender epistles from our Friends 
in foreign and remote parts of the world, beyond the seas ; aa 
Barbadoes, Jamaica, Maryland, West Jersey, Bermudas, and also 
from Scotland, intimating the progress and prosperity of truth, 
and Gt)d^s love to Friends in those parts : and also, an epistle 
from Amsterdam, signifying the prosperity of truth in those 
parts ; and that at Dantzic there are now no prisoners ; and that 
the Duke of Holstein has put forth a declaration for liberty of 
conscience ; and also that they have received what was last year 
sent them for the relief of Dantzic Friends ; and that they still 
stand in need to be supplied by Friends ; which care is taken to 
answer accordingly. They desire to have some epistles from 
Friends here, which would be very acceptable to them. One of 
them, Nicholas Rust, a faithful Friend of Dantzic, who has 
been a great sufferer there, being now at liberty, is come over 
to visit Friends here; who, though he understands not our 
language, yet is sensible of, and refreshed, in Friends^ love and 
tenderness towards him. 

Several letters from Friends, who still remain in their long 
and sore captivity in Mequinez, to divers Friends here, were 
read ; intimating the state of things with them, and that they 
I'eceived our epistles from our last Yearly Meeting ; and acknow- 
ledged Friends' love and diligence here in labouring for their 
ransom : that since the last Yearly Meeting, the Lord hath 
delivered three of them, by death, out of their great misery and 
servitude ; who ended their days in great content and peace : 
their names are John Bound, Richard Nevet, and Thomas 
Harrell. The distressed case of the remainder of them (as last 
year signified) is still before Friends ; and divers are engaged, 
in the love of God, to use their endeavours for their ransom. 

F 2 
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An epistle came from the Half- Yearly Meeting in Ireland, 
setting forth Friends^ present condition ; their tenderly accepting 
what was formerly ordered for their relief; and also, that the 
sum of one hundred pounds, remitted from Friends in Barba- 
does, for their further relief, is ordered to be remitted to them : 
whereupon this meeting referred the further management 
thereof to the Meeting for Sufferings here, to take care for 
their further supply, as they shall see meet. 

Friends, appointed to view the accounts, report, that they 
find them well and truly stated and kept. And it is advised, 
that^ for the future, when there shall be occasion for a further 
contribution. Friends, that come from the several counties, 
bring up with them an account of the total sum of each col- 
lection that may be made in their respective counties, to the 
next ensuing Yearly Meeting after such collection is made; 
that it may be compared with the accounts here, for Friends' 
satisfaction therein. 

For the dispersing Friends* books for the service of truth, 
advice was given last Yearly Meeting ; which we desire may be 
observed. And, it is by this meeting likewise agreed and 
advised, that one book at least of a sort, that shall be printed 
(except books of collections), be kept in each Monthly or 
Quarterly Meeting, for the future service of truth and Friends. 

The weighty accounts given at this our solemn assembly, 
from the respective counties in England and Wales, by the 
Friends sent up, as also by some epistles from several counties 
and particular Friends, importing the prosperity of Gk)d's 
blessed truth, and increase of Christ's government and peace 
in his heritage, are greatly to our comfort and refreshment ; 
and we humbly thank God, and bless his name for the same ; 
being truly rejoiced, and oui; hearts affected, in the sense of the 
Christian care, diligence, love, unity and peace, among Friends : 
in which we pray God to keep all his people faithful unto the end. 

The six Friends of the city appointed and entrusted this year 
with the accounts, are William Mead, William Crouch, William 
Macket, John Staploe, Cornelius Mason, and Joseph Wright, 

And it was agreed by Friends at this meeting, that it should 
again be observed the next year at the same time, if the Lord 
will : and that Friends of each county, at their Quarterly 
Meeting preceding this time of the year, do agree upon two 
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faithful Friends of their county to attend the service of the said 
meeting. 

We must needs say that we were truly comforted in the 
meekness of love and harmony that appeared among Friends 
in the management of most of the important affairs of this 
meeting. Although the meeting ended (it being late) somewhat 
abruptly, to the trouble of some of us, occasioned partly on 
divers pressing for its ending, and partly for want of time to 
accommodate something under consideration, which otherwise, 
on more deliberation, might have been accommodated to a more 
general satisfaction, but we hope, for the future, care will be 
taken for a more deliberate and satisfactory conclusion. This, 
dear Friends, we thought good innocently to signify to you to 
prevent misrepresentations and misconstructions hereafter. So 
the Gk)d of all peace be with you all. Amen. 

Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



An Epistle subjoined to the pkeceding, fbom 8. C. and G. W.* 
Dear Friends, 

With respect to our ancient and innocent testimony in the 
foregoing epistle, it is upon us further to add. Away with those 
upbraiding characters of Jacobites and Williamites, Jemmites 
and Billites, &c., so used by the world's people one against 
another, to make parties and divisions, and to stir up wrath and 
enmity. Let the spirit of enmity, strife and contention, be 
judged and kept out of God's heritage for ever ; and let us have 
no such upbraiding distinctions in God's camp, nor anything 
tending to strife, sedition, or discord ; no more than of Whig 
and Tory, long since judged out and testified against. 

And, shew forth your affection to Christ, to his kingdom and 
government, by a quiet life, and peaceable subjection unto the 
higher powers that God is pleased to set over us ; which are at 
his disposing, and not ours; it being our Christian duty to 
desire their good, and to persuade them to what good we can, 
for their safety, and our ease and relief; that, in all godliness 

♦ [These 'initials are supposed to stand for Stephen Crisp and George 
Whitehead.] 
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and honesty^ you may be innocently preserved out of all offiences, 
reproach and scandal^ and all real occasions thereof. 

O Friends^ truth and innocency will live and work through 
all ; »id our ancient testimony and life therein will stand and 
continue the same through all revolutions and interchanges 
that God is pleased to bring or suffer among men^ for causes 
best known to himself; which, therefore, must not be the 
subjects of dispute or controversy among any of his people ; 
his judgments being unsearchable, and his ways past finding 
out. Wherefore, let all study to be quiet, and mind their own 
business, in God's holy fear ; and none to be meddling c»r exer- 
cising themselves in things too high for them. 

The God of all our mercies, and well-spring of our life and 

peace, who hath ordained us to live in unity, be with 

you alL Amen. 

S. C, G. W. 
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To THE Monthly and Qtjartebly Meetings of Fbiends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting, held in London, 
The 5tb, 6th, 7th, and 8th of the Fourth Month, 1693. 

Dear and truly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We tenderly salute you in the Lord with love unfeigned ; 
heartily desiring Sion'^s prosperity, and earnestly praying for 
the peace of Jerusalem, and of the whole Israel of God and 
church of Christ, that all the assemblies of Friends may be 
truly comforted, and abundantly refreshed, in the living sense 
of the presence and unspeakable goodness of our God, as we 
have been, beyond expression, in this our solemn and seasonable 
assembly at this time ; for which we are greatly obliged to bless 
and praise the God and fountain of all our mercies, and always 
to continue humbly thankful to him for the same. 

The principal matters of most general concern agreed upon 
by this meeting to be communicated, we do faithfully recommend 
to your Christian care and notice as heretofore. 
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Our last yearly epistle being very comprehensive and weighty, 
and more large than usual, it is earnestly desired, that the 
contents thereof be seriously reminded in all your Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings, in order to the faithful performance, ac- 
cording to our Christian religion and profession in the purity 
thereof, aiil as God^s faithful witness in all hearts doth enjoin, 
and is ready to assist all the faithful and diligent in the conduct 
of their conversations. 

And therefore, that all due and godly care be taken and 
exercised among all Friends in the Christian and sober education 
of their children and youth, which are under their care and 
trust, that they be good examples, and patterns, both in con- 
versation, words, and habits, becoming our holy profession and 
humble religion of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
against the pride of life ; against the breach of promise, injuring 
and defrauding others in their properties, trade and commerce, 
&c., against the grand oppression and anti-Christian yoke of 
tithes, that our Christian testimony, borne and greatly suffered 
for, be faithfully maintained against them in all respects ; and 
against steeple-house rates or lays ; as also against the burthen 
and imposition of oaths ; and against all whisperings and back- 
bitings, which tend to strife and division, and making parties j 
and all disorderly and undue proceedings in marriages; that 
truth's order, method, and testimony, be faithfully kept unto, 
concerning all these matters, and the judgment thereof, in 
God's wisdom, set over all perverseness, unfaithfulness, and 
disorderly walking, tending to the dishonour of God, the re^ 
proach and scandal of our holy profession, and of us his people. 

It is desired, that Friends, at all their Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings, be reminded to call for the records of the suffering^ 
of Friends, to see that they be duly gathered, truly entered and 
kept, and accordingly sent up, as hath been often advised, both 
of what tithes, &c., are pretended to be due, and for how long 
a time, and the time when taken, and by and for whom ; and 
what goods are taken, and the value thereof, as well of those 
not exceeding, as those exceeding the sums or quantities de- 
manded (it being a suffering in both for truth's sake) ; they 
being in these particulars found defective and imperfect in 
divers counties, which is an obstruction to the general record of 
Friends' sufferings. And therefore, the Monthly and Quarterly 



72 EPISTLES FROM THE [1693. 

Meetings are advised to take more care for the future, that all 
Friends' suflferings for trutVs sake may be brought up as full 
and complete in all respects as possibly may be. 

A complaint being made about some shipmasters (who 
profess the truth, and are esteemed Quakers) carrying guns in 
their ships, supposing thereby to defend and secure^hemselves 
and their ships, contrary to their former principle and practice, 
and to the endangering their own and others' lives thereby ; 
also giving occasion of more severe hardships and sufferings to 
be inflicted on such Friends as are pressed into ships of war, 
who, for conscience sake, canijiot fight, nor destroy men's lives, 
it is therefore recommended to the Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings whereunto such shipmasters belong, to deal with them 
in God's wisdom and tender love, to stir them up, and awaken 
their consciences, that they may seriously consider how they 
injure their own souls in so doing, and what occasion they give 
to make the truth and Friends to suffer by their declension, 
and acting contrary thereunto, through disobedience and un- 
belief; placing their security in that which is altogether insecure 
and dangerous ; which we are really sorry for, and sincerely 
desire their recovery and safety from destruction, that their 
faith and confidence may be in the arm and power of God. 

Dear Friends, 

You very well know our Christian principle and profession in 
this matter, both with respect to God and Caesar, that, because we 
are subjects of Christ's kingdom, which is not of this world, we 
cannot fight [John xviii. 36.] ; yet, being subjects of Caesar's 
kingdom, we pay our taxes, tribute, &c., according to the 
example of Christ and his holy apostles, relating to Christ's 
kingdom and Cseear's ; wherein we are careful not to offend 
[Matt. xvii. 27 ; xxii. 20 ; Bom. xiii. 6, 7] : being also very 
glad, and much satisfied, in the many testimonies, given at this 
meeting, of our Friends' innocency, and quiet and peaceable 
behaviour under the outward government, as becomes our 
Christian principle and profession. 

Our dear friends and brethren Thomas Wilson and James 
Dickinson, being, by the good providence of God, preserved in 
their travels, and safely returned, and present at this meeting, 
gave account of their eminent preservation and deliverance 
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both by sea and land, and of their travels and service in Barba- 
does, East and West Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, 
New England, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Long Island, 
Antigua, Nevis ; and that they found Friends in good unity in 
most parts, and great openness to truth, and, in many parts, 
their great need of being visited, and that Friends there much 
desire it. And that, in New England, the cry of the blood of 
Friends, formerly put to death there, is much revived by the 
late judgment and confusion fallen upon the professors there, 
about witchcraft ; several being there put to death, under pre- 
tence of being witches, which they wickedly accused Friends 
formerly with ; insomuch that some of the more moderate people 
among them declared, that they believed the hand of the Lord 
would not be taken from oflF that place, until a day of humiliation 
be appointed, to acknowledge and condemn that action in putting 
the Quakers to death ; which, we pray, God give them repen- 
tance for. 

Four epistles from Ireland (one from the Half- Yearns Meeting 
in Dublin, another from Ulster Province, another from Monster 
Province, thcfourth from the Province Meeting at Leinster) 
were read ; intimating the goodness of God in their preserva- 
tion, and his presence amongst them, and how well things are, 
with respect to unity, peace and concord, among themselves ; 
and withal they return their grateful acknowledgments of 
Friends^ dear love, great affection, and charity here towards 
them, for the relief of poor Friends that greatly suffered by the 
late calamities, which hath been to the great refreshment of the 
bowels of many. 

Several other epistles from foreign parts, as Barbadoes, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Scotland, and Holland, were 
read, signifying for the most part, the love and unity amongst 
Friends, and great openness in divers parts, with desires of 
Friends' prayers for them, particularly in Pennsylvania. And 
that, in Barbadoes, there hath been a very violent distemper, 
which has caused a great mortality. 

A letter also from Jamaica, signifying the sad effects of the 
late terrible earthquake there, by the destruction of many, with 
their substance ; two thirds of the people (as is supposed) at 
Port Royal, and the most of Friends then there, being lost; 
except those that were at a Monthly Meeting, twelve miles 
distant from Port Royal, who were by that means preserved. 
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An epistle from Amsterdam in Holland, signifying their 
meetings are quiet^ and that they are thankful to God for it ; 
and their desires to be visited. 

And our dear friend John Furley of Colchester, being newly 
returned out of Holland^ and present at this meeting, gave a 
full account that he hath lately visited all the meetings in 
Holland, and the low countries in those parts, except one little 
meeting, which he could not get to, the place being much 
covered with water. And that there is some openness in some 
places, and great flocking of strangers to the meeting at 
Amsterdam. 

An account was given of Dantzic Friends, that they have 
been quiet one year and a half, and so continue, though but few 
are left ; some having died under persecution. [The magistrates 
there are now pretty kind.] And that there are a people raised 
up and increased in Germany, from among the Lutherans, 
called Pietists, and by some called Quakers ; many whereof are 
persons of learning, and of the gentry : that they are a people of 
sober conversation ; persecuted by the Duke of Saxony and the 
priests, but favoured and tolerated by the Duka of Branden- 
burgh. Several Friends^ books, at their request, have been 
spread among them. The priests at Hamburgh, much disturbed 
and enraged against our friends and them, do rail at and abuse 
them in print ; endeavouring to incense the magistrates ther^ 
by their lies and calumnies : but the magistrates do not gratify 
them, but rather discountenance them. Blessed be the Lord ; 
whose power is at work in the hearts of many people. 

The Friends yet remaining captives in Mequinez, are still 
held under great severities and hardships by that cruel tyran- 
nical task-master, who is yet suffered cruelly to punish, wound, 
and kill poor captives at his pleasure. And all possible care of 
their redemption and relief is, by this meeting, still recom- 
mended to the Meeting for Sufferings, to continue their endea- 
vours for the effecting thereof. 

This meeting being acquainted that endeavours have been 
used for the relief of Friends in relation to oaths (pursuant to 
the last Yearly Meeting's advice in that case), and what pro- 
gress was made in the House of Commons in order thereto, and 
before the committee of Parliament ; who, after a due hearing 
of Friends, drew up a fair report, and gave their opinion for 
our relief, which nevertheless was lost by vote iu the Housq ; 
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this meeting being sensible of the great care of the Meeting 
for SuflFerings here in that case, many tenderly acknowledged 
Friends' labours and endeavours therein. And the meeting 
still leaves it to the said Meeting for Sufferings to continue 
their care and endeavours in that case^ as the Lord shall please 
to make way for the general ease of Friends. 

An account being given to this meetings that several poo^ 
Friends have removed themselves and their families^ from divers 
parts of the nation^ to the city of London, who, soon after their 
coming, being not capable to subsist, have applied themselves to 
Friends there for relief, and have been very chargeable : — 

It is advised, that if any poor Friends, for the time to come, 
should incline to remove themselves and families to this city, 
that, before they unsettle themselves, they apply themselves to 
the Monthly or Quarterly Meetings to which they belong, for 
advice and counsel ; and, that such meetings do rather advise 
them to be contented in their station and places, where provisions 
and accommodations may be easier and much cheaper obtained 
than at London; or, if permitted, by certificate from the 
counties, to remove, that then the Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings, from whence they come, do take care to supply their 
necessities, that the Friends of London be not overcharged for 
the future. 

It is desired, that the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
respectively take notice of all Friends' books, that are, or may 
be, sent to them, according to former agreement, and take care 
for the dispersing the same for the service of truth. 

And also, it is agreed, that each Quarterly Meetiag take caire 
to advise the correspondents for the counties, and any others 
concerned, to write, only to their correspondents in London, 
about their sufferings, and not to other persons, lest their suffer- 
ing case be delayed. 

Friends appointed to view the accounts report, that they find 
they are truly stated and rightly kept. And Friends are again 
advised to bring up with them the total sum of each county's 
collection for the relief of Friends that suffered by the calamities 
in Ireland. 

We are truly comforted and greatly refreshed in the Lord, by 
the weighty accounts given, at this our solemn assembly, from 
the respective counties in England and Wales, by the Friends 
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sent up ; as also by some epistles from several counties^ import- 
ing the unity^ love, peace^ and concord^ among Friends^ and 
prosperity of the blessed truths and increase of the government 
of Christ, and his peace in the church ; in which we pray God 
to keep his people to the end. 

To avoid contention and strife in all meetings, it is the advice 
and sense of this meeting : — 

I. That all Friends have a care of God's glory, and be tender 
thereof, as hath been often advised. 

II. And to keep the authority of your meetings in the power 
of God, and unity of his blessed Spirit, whereby they were 
erected and settled ; and continue your godly care and services 
therein, for those good ends for which they were first instituted. 

III. And to keep all contention, personal reflections, and 
smitings, out of your meetings ; and keep down and out of all 
heats, and passions, and doubtful disputations. 

rV. Suflfer no turbulent, contentious, quarrelsome spirit, ' or 
person, to be concerned among you, in ordering your affairs ; 
that they may be all managed in the peaceable, tender Spirit 
and wisdom of Christ Jesus. 

Y. Suffer no divisions, or schisms, or making parties among 
yourselves, one against another. For they will greatly tend to 
weaken your meetings, and cause them to lose their power, and 
them and you to be slighted. 

VI. Both our men's and women's meetings, and our 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, and Yearly Meetings, and 
Meetings for Sufferings, were set up in the wisdom, counsel, 
and tender love of God. And in the same peaceable wisdom to 
be kept and encouraged, for all those good ends for which they 
were intended and appointed. 

YII. All differences, happening on personal or temporal 
occasions, to be speedily ended ; according to the advice given 
in our last yearly epistle : and, if any doubtful point in law be 
in the case, then both parties may advise with some well-knowing 
in the law. For if any lust to be contentious, we have no such 
custom in the churches of Christ. 

VIII. The Meeting for Sufferings is entrusted to take care of 
all sufferings of Friends for truth and conscience sake, as at first 
intended. 

The six Friends of the city, appointed and entrusted this year 
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with the accounts, are William Crouch, John Staploe> William 
Macket, William Chandler, William Beech, and Nathaniel 
Marks. 

Our souls also were very deeply affected with the refreshing 
presence and counsel of the Lord our God attending this our 
Yearly Meeting ; and the amicable and peaceable management of 
the affairs, and the blessed end and closure thereof; to the great 
consolation and satisfaction of Friends, and honour of his blessed 
truth, in which our unity stands. Blessed be the God of all our 
mercies for ever. 

It is agreed, that our Yearly Meeting be continued as hitherto, 
if the Lord will, being adjourned till the next year : and that 
Friends of each county send two faithftd Friends to attend the 
service thereof, as formerly directed. 

Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 



EPISTLE, 1694. 

To THE Monthly and Quabteely Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting^ held in London^ by adjournment, 

r 

From the 28th of the Third Month, to the 11th of the Fourth Month, 1694. 

Dear and truly beloved Friends and Brethren in 
Christ, 

After the salutation of our very dear and tender love and 
brotherly affection, in that most precious life and divine power 
wherein our unity and living faith and safety consist, and which 
hath very eminently attended us in this our Yearly Meeting 
from first to last ; for which we truly bless and praise the God 
of all our mercies, humbly beseeching him to continue his 
fatherly love and care towards you, and his whole heritage every 
where, and to preserve us all in faithfulness and diligence in the 
truth ; that love, concord, and peace may be continued and 
increased more and more among us, and a tender and Christian 
concern may come upon all, in their respective stations, for the 



78 EPISTLES PROM THE [1694. 

keeping of good order in the affairs of truth, in the unity of the 
Spirit, and in the bond of peace. 

The principal matters of concernment, agreed upon by this 
meeting to be communicated, are here recommended to your 
pare and notice. 

We understand, by the several accounts from the counties, 
that there remain prisoners on truth's account, for tithes, &c. 
to the number of one hundred and thirty- two ; and that, since 
last year, there have died eleven prisoners. 

We do not think it necessary now to repeat to you all [the] 
former advice given you in our late yearly epistles relating to 
truth^s testimony ; but refer you to the same, hoping you will 
put in practice all necessary and wholesome advice therein given ; 
only remind you that it is still desired that care be taken, when 
you send up your yearly accounts of sufferings for tithes, &c., 
that, as near as can be, you give account therewith, how much 
is taken in value, and how much it exceeds the pretended value, 
and by and for whom. 

And, Friends, remember to keep a true record of manifest 
judgments upon persecutors, and send up an account thereof, 
with your sufferings, yearly. If any have been formerly omitted, 
fail not to send them ; that the just judgments of G-od, in 
pleading the cause of the innocent sufferers, by signally punish- 
ing their persecutors, may b^ taken notice of, as a warning to 
posterity; as the heavy judgments and fearful ends of wicked 
persecutors are recorded in the Holy Scriptures and Books of 
Martyrs, &c. 

It is also desired, that the several correspondents in the 
respective counties, when they hear the Parliament is like to sit, 
may not fail sending up an account from each county where 
Friends are in prison, what alteration is therein relating to 
prisoners ; if any addition of prisoners is made since this meet- 
ing ; or whether any are discharged ; and how many ; that 
Friends may present a true account to the Parliament, in case 
there be any occasion, in order for relief: wherein, if timely 
care be taken by the correspondents, it will both prevent much 
trouble, charge, and loss of time, in sending letters from hence 
for that purpose. 

Several epistles from foreign parts, as Bermudas, Nevis, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, East and West Jersey, Dantzic, 
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Amsterdam^ Ireland and Scotland^ were read ; intimating that 
things were generally well relating to truth and Friends ; and 
that, in most parts, Friends are in love and unity, and a good 
openness towards truth ; though, in some parts of America, there 
is some breach in some measure yet remaining; which hath 
occasioned this meeting's being longer detained than usual, to 
hear and iuspect the diflferences, in order to endeavour a com- 
posure and end thereof: for which this meeting hath tenderly 
laboured, under a great exercise and travail many days, for the 
blessed truth^s sake, and honour of the worthy name of our God, 
and peace of his church and people ; and accordingly hath given 
its sense and faithful advice and counsel for the parties con- 
cerned; leaving the issue of all to the Lord, and patiently 
waiting for the desired end. 

We were well affected with the large accounts from Amster- 
dam, of the peace and unity amongst Friends, and prosperity of 
truth in those parts, especially at Twist and Home ; where of 
late our dear friend John Claus, visiting those parts, found 
great openness and tenderness among the people ; who desire 
to be visited, and salute Friends : and that in some places is 
found good openness among the Mennists (or Baptists) to hear 
Friends declare the truth. 

We have also an account by a Friend from Hamburg, that 
Friends there are at unity and peace in their meetings, and 
desire to be visited : and that there is a great openness amongst 
the people called Pietists ; and that some of them continue 
under the reproach of being called Quakers. 

And, by the same account, we also understand the Lord is 
secretly at work in many there ; and it is hoped the differences 
about religion, between the Lutheran magistrates and priests, 
may end in the further discovery and breaking forth of truth in 
those parts. And, from Dantzic, that Friends, at present, are 
quiet and at liberty, and several people there are seeking after 
truth ; and that they do exceedingly long that some Friends 
might come over from England to visit them. 

Our dear ancient friend and brother William Edmundson 
being here, together with divers other faithful friends and 
brethren from Ireland, we were greatly refreshed in their visit ; 
who signified, to our comfort, the great goodness of God to 
them in that kingdom, in granting them peace and great 



80 EPISTLES FROM THE [1694.. 

plenty ; but^ above all^ in exalting his name and prospering his 
trath amongst them ; and the great peace and unity amongst 
Friends there ; and the good eflfect of their great care in the 
exercise of holy discipline, for the preservation of all professing 
truth, in the ancient pure way and path thereof. They desire 
that all Friends, who remove from any part of England and 
Wales into that kingdom, may have certificates from their 
respective Monthly Meetings to which they belong, that they 
may be informed of what repute they are, as to truth and 
Friends ; and also, that no unnecessary and undue charge be 
brought upon Friends there. 

We are aflfected with sorrow by the accounts from Bermudas 
and Nevis, of the pestilence and great mortality in those 
islands, and of the death of many Friends thereby. The 
Friends there, who yet remain, with some, who are lately con- 
vinced, signify their desire of epistles and visits from hence. 

We are greatly comforted with the many living testimonies 
and accounts, out of the respective counties of England and 
Wales, of truth^s prosperity. Friends in love, unity, and peace, 
and a great openness and increase in many parts. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord. 

An account was given to this meeting of our dear and ancient 
brother George Fox^s Journal being printed, and to be disposed 
of, by his executors, according to his will ; in particular, one to 
every Yearly and Quarterly Meeting of faithful Friends through- 
out the world. 

The Friends, appointed to inspect the accounts, report, they 
find them duly stated, and well kept, and nothing wanting this 
year. 

And, to our great joy, we further signify to you, that the 
precious life, divine power, heavenly wisdom, and comfortable 
presence of the Lord, which hath attended us from the be- 
ginning, hath continued, to our great and mutual comfort, 
strengthening, and encouragement, to the conclusion of this our 
meeting ; for which we reverently bless the Lord^s holy name ; 
and, with thankful hearts, return praise to him, who hath been 
our strength and wisdom, and is the God of all our mercies, 
blessed for ever. 

And, in much love and unity, the meeting closed; with 
agreement, that this our Yearly Meeting be continued as 
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hitherto, if the Lord will : and that Friends of each county 
send at least two faithful Friends to attend the service thereof^ 
as formerly directed. 

Signed in hehalf of our said meetings by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1695. 

To THE Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting, held in London, 
The 13th, 14th, IMh, 16th, and 17th of the Third Month, 1695. 

To OUR DEAR AND TENDERLY-BELOVED FrIENDS AND BRETHREN 
IN OUR BLESSED LORD AND SaVIOUR JeSUS ChRIST, 

This our solemn Yearly Meeting sendeth greeting and salu- 
tation, in him who is our life, in whom our living union, peace 
and safety^ for ever stand. Blessed, praised, and renowned, be 
his most glorious power, and excellent name; to whom be 
glory and dominion^ in and over his whole church and heritage^ 
for ever and ever. 

We, being really persuaded you are not insensible that the 
good and blessed intent and end of this, and all our assemblies^ 
is, with the Lord's assistance, for his honour, in the promoting 
and maintaining of our Christian society and religion, in life 
and practice^ in all the parts and branches thereof, do not 
esteem it necessary, frequently and expressly, to remind you of 
all particulars thereof; we therefore refer you chiefly to the 
faithful witness of God, and his truth, in your own hearts, for 
the renewing and continuance of your godly care and con- 
currence, for the more effectual practice and performance of 
those weighty matters and things, heretofore, and now, in the 
love of God, recommended to you. 

Many living and weighty accounts were given to this meeting, 
from the several counties in England and Wales, of the preva- 
lency and prosperity of the blessed truth, and progress of the 
Lord's work, and the unity, peace and concord, and increase of 
love, among Friends; together with the great convincement, 
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openness^ and preparation^ in many people and places^ to receive 
the truth in the love of it : as also of the addition of several 
meetings^ and meeting-houses in some places^ and Friends^ true 
zeal and care therein : all which were to the great satisfaction 
and comfort of this meeting. 

And this meeting desires and hopes, that you, whom the 
Lord hath gifted with a public testimony for his name and 
truth, will, in this day of liberty, be diligent to visit the heritage 
of God in their meetings; and, more especially, those least 
frequented. 

And, from some foreign parts ; as in America, from Long- 
Island and Bhode-Island ; and in Europe, from Holland, Ireland 
and Scotland ; we have also received good accounts. 

But we have not had particular advice directed to this 
meeting, of the late differences in some parts of America; but 
hope things are better there than they have been ; yet the 
sense, Christian advice and counsel, given by our last Yearly 
Meeting to G. K., &c., and others having been openly slighted 
and opposed by him in print and otherwise, and he, manifesting 
himself to be gone out of the peaceable spirit of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to continue in the same spirit of discord and oppo- 
sition, whereby he hath given great trouble and sorrow to the 
church of Christ, and particularly, to the last Yearly Meeting, 
and this also, is further testified against, until he unfeignedly 
repent, and be reconciled to faithful friends and brethren; 
which, for his souPs sake, we sincerely desire. 

From Amsterdam, by an epistle, we received account that 
Friends are in peace and quiet, and meetings kept up, and 
great resort thereto in that city : and, that there is an openness 
to truth in North-Holland, Friesland, Embden, and Frederick- 
stadt. Our dear friends and brethren James Fletcher, Heskin 
Fell, and Roger Hay dock, are going for Holland in truth^s 
service. 

This meeting, having account of the present low and indigent 
condition of those poor Friends in the Isle of Man, and those 
at Dantzic and Embden, have ordered them some supply for 
their relief. 

We understand, by several accounts from the counties this 
year, that there remain prisoners on truth's account for tithes, 
&c., to the number of one hundred and thirty-four Friends; 
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whose case, being lately presented^ and opened to the King, by 
some Friends from the Meeting for Sufferings, had a favourable 
reception and resentment. Since which, the act of general and 
free pardon being come forth, it is hoped, that many Friends, 
who are prisoners on contempts, may receive relief thereby, on 
improvement thereof, by duly moving the judges and courts 
thereupon ; which you are desired not to omit. 

And it is desired, that the accounts of faithful Friends^ suffer- 
ings for the testimony of Christ Jesus in this gospel day, on all 
accounts, be truly stated, and kept on record ; and also in due 
time called for, and carefully examined, by appointment of some 
knowing Friends from the Quarterly Meeting; that they be 
sent up in due order and time, together with true copies of the 
warrants, writs, or processes of commitments, attested by the 
gaolers. 

And remember the last Yearly Meeting^s advice, to keep true 
records of manifest judgments upon persecutors, and send up 
accounts thereof, with your sufferings (as some have already done), 
for a warning to posterity ; and be sure they be well attested. 

And it is requisite to recommend to the several Quarterly 
Meetings, to take care that timely application be made in their 
respective counties, by some sober, discreet Friends, to members 
of parliament, before their coming up to sit ; giving them right 
information, and entreating them, that, in their places, they 
would be pleased to use their endeavours and interest for the 
ease of our suffering Friends (as aforesaid) when presented to 
them in parliament. This method having been found of service 
in some places, it is desired it may be observed. 

And it is desired, and we judge it meet to remind you, that 
all Friends that are, or may be concerned, take special care, in 
the name of the Lord, and for his truth^s sake, for the good 
education and order of Friends^ children in God^s holy fear, in 
the way of truth, for their preservation out of the snares of the 
enemy, and corruptions of the world. And also to see that 
schools, and schoolmasters, who are faithfrd Friends, and well 
qualified, be placed, and encouraged, in all counties, cities, great 
towns, or places where there may be need : and that such school- 
masters (as much as may be) sometimes correspond with one 
another, for their help and improvement in such good and easy 
methods as are most agreeable to the truth, and the children's 
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advantage and benefit : and that care be taken, that poor 
Friends' children may freely partake of such education in order 
to apprenticeship. 

And that all diligence^ care^ and caution be had^ that no 
Friend, or Friends' children, be betrayed in affection, or other- 
wise, nor join in marriage, with those that are not of our 
Christian profession and society ; nor without the privity and 
consent of parents, guardians, or lawful tutors entrusted with 
them ; nor with any near kindred, contrary to the law of God, 
and wholesome advice already given them ; particularly by a 
Yearly Meeting's Epistle, 1675 ; and otherwise^ by the faithful 
servants of Christ. 

And, that care be taken to advise and stir up all Friends, 
that have estates to dispose of, to make due, timely, firm and 
lawful settlement thereof by will, or otherwise, to prevent future 
trouble and discord, as heretofore advised : making such wills 
in^due time will shorten no man's days ; but the omission, or 
delay thereof, has proved very pernicious to many, and injurious 
to truth. 

And, Friends, let those just and ancient commands of God be 
observed; viz.> Lev. xix. 16. ^'Thou shalt not go up and 
down as a tale-bearer among thy people." And Exod. xxiii, 1. 
'^ Thou shalt not raise a false report." And Psalm xv. 3. •' He 
that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neigh- 
bour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour, &c." It 
is only such innocent ones that shall abide in the Lord^s taber- 
nacle, and dwell in his holy hill. Wherefore, in the fear of 
the Lord, stand against all whisperers, backbiters, tale-bearers, 
defamers, and slanderers; and against all whisperings, back- 
bitings, tale-bearing, reproaching, and slandering, and put a 
speedy stop thereto, as much as in you lies : for such works of 
darkness and envy tend to division and discord ; and the righteous 
law of Grod goes against both the authors, fomenters, receivers, 
and encouragers thereof. See Prov. xi. 18 ; xviii. 8 ; xxvi. 22 ; 
XX. 19; xxvi. 20; also 2 Cor. xii. 20, 

It is advised, for the service of truth, and some ease to Friends 
concerned in the printing, that it be recommended to each 
Monthly Meeting in the counties, to take off two books of a 
sort, as they are newly printed, under two shillings and six- 
pence price each, for one year, from this time ; and one of a 
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sort to a MontUy Meeting, that is above that price ; viz., such 
goed books as truth and Friends allow and approve of: and 
that they be sent into the counties quarterly, about two or three 
weeks before the quarter-day, by those Friends that print them. 
And, where Friends have occasion for a greater number, they 
may send to the printers for them, keeping one for each Quar- 
terly Meeting. 

The Friends of the counties appointed to inspect the accounts, 
report, that they thoroughly viewed them, and find them truly 
stated, to their satisfaction : and that they judge there will be 
no want this year. 

Now, dear friends and brethren, as we are called and gathered 
by the Lord's glorious arm and power to be a people of one 
heart and one way, and to walk before him in true love and 
unity, in the peaceable spirit of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, 
(who is our life, our strength, and safety) stand therein against 
the enemy, the son of perdition, the spirit of antichrist and 
division, and against all the evil designs and attempts thereof. 
Wherefore, in the same spirit of love and unity, keep in peace 
and concord; and, in godly fear and humility, be watchful 
against the enemy^s attempts and assaults on all hands, which 
will be to the weakening and frustrating thereof. And all be 
faithful and humbly thankful to our God for all his mercies, and 
for the present liberty, and blessed opportunities we do enjoy ; 
whose refreshing presence, power and counsel, have greatly 
attended this our meeting as at other times. And hitherto 
the Lord has helped, strengthened, and confirmed us, to our 
mutual comfort ; to his praise and renown be it confessed and 
remembered. And to the Lord our God, and the Lamb, that 
sitteth upon the throne, be glory, honour and dominion, for ever 
and ever. 

And, in the deep sense of the love of God, and unity of his 
blessed Spirit, this meeting concluded for this year, with the 
wonted agreement that this our Yearly Meeting be continued, 
if the Lord please, and that Friends of each county s^nd at least 
two feithful Friends to attend the service of truth and Friends 
as formerly. 

SigDjed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 
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EPISTLE, 1696. 

To THE QUAETEB-LY AND MONTHLY MEETINGS OP PbIENDS IN 

England, Wales, and elsewhebe. 
From OUT Yearly Meeting, held in London by adjournment, 

From the 1st to the 4th of the Fourth Month, 1696. 

To OUB, DEAB AND PAITHPUL PbIENDS AND BeETHKEN IN Tffle 
BLESSED AND EVEB-LIVING TRUTH. 

Apter tender salutation in our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ unto you all, we hereby intimate, that we are 
greatly satisfied and comforted in the living sense of the con- 
tinuance of the great love and care of our heavenly Father 
towards us, his whole heritage and people, and in the great pro- 
gress and prosperity of the powerful truth and kingdom of 
Christ ; according to the many good accounts we have had at 
this meeting, from the several counties of England and Wales, 
and by divers epistles from foreign parts ; as Barbadoes, Mary- 
land, West Jersey, Pennsylvania, Bermudas, Antigua, Holland, 
Ireland, and Scotland; and that the late differences, which 
have been in some parts of America, are very much abated. For 
which, and for all the mercies we enjoy, we are deeply obliged 
to be humbly thankful to the Lord our God ; and earnestly 
desire that all Friends may live in love and peace, in a true and 
diligent improvement thereof; that Christianity, in life and 
conversation, may shine among us, and be promoted by us. 

And, dear Friends, shun all occasions of strife and discord, 
and take care to make a speedy end of all differences, that are, 
or may happen, among yourselves, as hath often been advised, 
and that according to the holy apostle's doctrine. Read 1 Cor. 
vi. 1 — 8. And, let all your affairs be managed in your meetings 
in the peaceable wisdom and spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
not striving, but bearing one with and for another ; that the 
power of Christ may rest upon you, and rule in all your as- 
semblies. 

We also desire Friends everywhere, (according to our ancient 
principle ^and practice) to live inoffensively and thankfully 
towards •the government, which we have found favourable 
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towards us, for our relief on several accounts (divers Friends 
having expressed their sense thereof in this meeting, for the 
ease and relief already received) ; and which, we are in hopes, 
will continue to be so, for our further ease. 

We have received account, that fourscore and seventeen 
Friends have been discharged from imprisonment by the late 
act of pardon ; and that there are now prisoners fifty-two. 

It is further desired, that such among Friends as are endowed 
with plenty of outward substance, be timely and tenderly 
advised to do good therewith, in their day and generation; 
especially with regard to the poor; that the tokens of your 
charity may commend your memorial, and be good precedents 
to generations to come. 

And, dear Friends, as the love and service of our great and 
good God have brought us together on this occasion, in which 
we have been abundantly comforted and encouraged to continue 
the assembling ourselves together after this blessed manner ; so 
we cannot but recommend to you the holding up the holy testi- 
mony of truth, which hath made us a people to God, and 
preserved us so unto this day, and that in all the parts of it. 
For truth is one, and changes not ; and what it convinced us of 
to be evil in the beginning, it reproves still : and therefore, dear 
Friends, be zealous and strict for the Lord's blessed testimony 
in yourselves, in your families, and in your commerce among 
men; that so it may be seen we are a people kept through 
faith unto salvation by the Lord. 

And, more particularly, we recommend to you that are 
parents, the plainness and holy discipline of the truth among 
your children, that they may be trained up in truth's way, and 
with a commendable education, according to your abilities ; that 
a peculiar people we may be in the life of righteousness, in our 
generation, diligently improving that good uiiderstanding, and 
those heavenly gifts the Lord hath endued you with, and made 
you stewards of, to the honour of him that hath called you, and 
the good and comfort one of another ; and then there will be 
less need to enlarge to you by way of epistle. 

So, in true and tender love, we commit you to the Lord, and 
to his blessed conduct in all things, who is able to preserve us 
faithful to the end. 

This meeting having been comforted together, and the 
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business gone througli ; it is agreed to continue this meetings as 
formerly, the next year, if the Lord will : and to that time it is 
adjourned. 

Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealino. 



EPISTLE, 1697. 

To THE Monthly and Quarteelt Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting, held in London^ 

In the Third Month, 1697. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In the dear and tender love of our heavenly Father we 
sincerely salute you, heartily wishing your prosperity in the 
same love, unity, concord, and peace, which this our solemn 
yearly assembly has deeply, and in an extraordinary manner, 
travailed and supplicated the Lord our God for, that the same 
love, unity, and peace in Christ Jesus, may be continued and 
increased in all his churches ; we, having livingly tasted of the 
sweetness thereof, fervently desire that you all may be like- 
minded, and one with us, in your fervent prayers to Almighty 
God, and your Christian care and endeavours, in all your 
respective meetings and concerns, for the glory of our God, and 
good of his whole heritage. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

Our peace, our strength, health and comfort, in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, stand in true love, and unity of the Spirit and 
bond of peace, wherein the pure life and zeal for the glory of 
God, and prosperity of the blessed truth, is kept up : wherefore, 
we tenderly intreat you to watchfulness and diligence in the 
light, against all disorder, provocations, and causes of discord, 
strife, contention, and division, and that evil spirit, which is the 
author thereof, both in public and private. 

By several epistles from foreign parts, as from Jamaica, 
Antigua, Carolina, Amsterdam, Bermudas, Scotland and 
Ireland, as well as by verbal accounts from England and Wales, 
we understand that truth spreads and prospers, and the Lord^s 
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work goes on^ and^ that there is an openness and eonvincement 
in many places, and divers raised up to bear public testimony 
for the truth, and a good unity and harmony among Friends. 

But Friends at Dantzic are under sufferings for not bearing 
arms; and in Scotland, by being kept out of their meeting- 
house at Edinburgh. 

And, in Barbary, there remain several captives, most of which 
are such that have received the truth in the time of their 
captivity ; the ransom of whom could not hitherto be obtained, 
although great endeavours have been used for it ; but farther 
endeavours are intended to be used as opportunity presents. 

And, although we understand that divers Friends in England 
have been discharged since the last year, there remain forty-four 
prisoners, mostly on account of tithes. 

It is the advice of this meeting, that Friends everywhere 
keep to plainness, both in speech, habit, and dealing ; and not 
to launch too far into the things of this world, by over-charging 
themselves with trading and debts beyond their abilities to 
discharge ; but keep out of the spirit of the world in all things, 
that none may be insnared and defiled thereby, as hath been 
advised in former epistles, particularly in 1693. And, that all 
Friends keep to the simplicity of truth, and our ancient testimony, 
in calling the months and days by scripture names, and not by 
heathen ; and all other things, against which truth^s testimony 
hath been borne : and duly to keep up your week-day meet- 
ings ; and, that the respective Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
do appoint some faithful Friends to inquire into the due obser- 
vation thereof. 

And also, to see and take care, that in all places, where 
schools are set up for the teaching of Friends' children, the 
masters be diligent to improve and forward their scholars in 
learning, and keep them out of everything that would corrupt 
good manners. And, that care be taken in your several Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings to keep up our Christian order and 
religious discipline in the church ; that all disorder and loose- 
ness may be prevented, according to advice formerly given ; and, 
that charity be promoted. 

We do, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, warn and 
charge all, that profess the truth among us, to take heed and 
beware of covetousness, over-reaching, oppressing and defrauding 
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of any; from whence strife, contention, and law- suits do often 
arise. And, if any differences about these things do happen 
among any of you, to stop and suppress them. 

And now, dear Friends, to conclude this our Yearly Epistle 
to you, we have no new things to say to you, but that which 
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen, and which our hands have handled, of the word of life, 
by which we were quickened and redeemed from the world and 
its pollutions, and all its corrupt and evil ways, to be a peculiar 
people to the Lord, in the light and life of righteousness. Unto 
which blessed word we commit and commend you to be supplied 
and preserved to the end ; whereby you may add to your faith, 
that has been begotten thereby, virtue; and to your virtue, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; to temperance, 
patience ; to patience, godliness ; to godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness ; and to brotherly kindness, charity : for if these things be 
in you, and abound, they make you, that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitfiil in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the faithful witness, the first-begotten from the dead, the 
prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him, that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, be glory and dominion 
for ever. 

This meeting is adjourned till next year, as usual 
Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 
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EPISTLE, 1698. 

To THE Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From <mr Yearly Meeting, held in London, ly adjmmmenU, 
From the 13th to the I7tli of the Fourth Month, 1698. 

Dear and well-beloved Friends and Brethren, in the 

BLESSED unchangeable TRUTH. 

We dearly salute you all in the inexpressible love of our God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, which is plentifully extended to us, 
and shed abroad in our hearts, and wherewith he has eminently 
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blessed this our solemn assembly. Praise, honour^ and glory^ 
be to his renowned name and power. To hira be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. 

The true intent and blessed end of this our Annual Meeting 
being for the increase and continuance of Christian love, unity^ 
and good order in Christ Jesus^ among all Friends of truth 
(which ought to be the sincere endeavours of all who own and 
profess the same holy truth with us), in the same love we 
recommend unto you these following matters and things. 

And first, we give you to understand, that although several 
Friends have been discharged since the last Yearly Meeting, yet 
there still remain prisoners (and mostly on the account of 
tithes) thirty-four : which being at present the most pressing 
suffering, we remind you of our ancient Christian testimony, 
and repeated advice, that it be faithfully maintained and kept 
up in all the parts of it ; and, that it may not be avoided and 
shunned by any indirect ways or courses with landlords, or 
otherwise : and, that you be careful to keep a true record of the 
value of what is taken from you on that account, in the field, 
or otherwise, whether it exceeds the demand or not ; with the 
respective date of each suffering, and the time when any suit 
is commenced. 

And, to the end that effectual care be taken in these and all 
other cases wherein the testimony of truth is concerned, we 
^dvise you to appoint some faithful Friends of your respective 
meetings to see how well these things are observed; and 
tenderly to admonish such, in brotherly love, that shall decline 
the same. 

We also understand, that divers of our Friends, who were 
captives at Mequinez, and suffered great hardships there, are 
dead : and there yet remain five, for whose ransom great en- 
deavours have been used, but it is not yet effected. 

And, it hath been matter of great comfort and joy to us, 
(which we also believe it will be to you) to understand by the 
Friends that came up to this Yearly Meeting from the several 
counties in England and Wales, as well as by the epistles from 
Scotland, and divers parts beyond the sea; (viz., Ireland, 
HoUand, Virginia, Pennsylvania, West Jersey, Maryland, Bar- 
badoes, Bermudas, Jamaica, and Long Island, which most 
generally give account [that] truth spreads and prospers, and 
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is in good esteem^ and many sober people enquire after it in 
many places) Friends generally are preserved in love and unity, 
and watchfulness against the spirit of looseness and separation. 
Blessed be the God of love and peace for this, and all his 
manifold mercies. 

Howbeit, dear Friends, we are sorrowfully affected with the 
straits and hardships which our friends and brethren in the 
kingdom of Scotland deeply partake of, in the common calamity, 
which sorely afflicts the northern parts of that nation, by reason 
of the failing of their crops for these three years last past, 
which hath occasioned a great scarcity of bread to some 
hundreds there : the consideration whereof engages us to re« 
commend to you their distressed condition ; hoping and believing 
the Lord will open your hearts, in a sympathising spirit of 
brotherly love and Christian compassion, cheerfully and freely 
to administer to their great and pressing necessities : and, inas- 
much as there are other occasions for some supplies to some 
poor Friends beyond the seas at Dantzic and Embden, as well 
as for other general and necessary services of truth ; we there- 
fore recommend to you, that a collection be made in your 
respective meetings, and Friends stirred up to be open-hearted 
on this occasion ; there having been no collection made of this 
kind for seven years last past; and what was then collected 
being all expended, and considerable sums besides, as we under- 
stand by those Friends that were appointed to examine the 
accounts. 

And, it is farther desired, that Friends be careful and expe- 
ditious in sending up what money shall be so collected to John 
Harwood, Bichard Diamond, John Knight, Henry Gouldney, 
Bobe^rt Buddie, Francis Flumsted, or some of them; and to 
give advice thereof by letter to your several correspondents 
here, to be communicated to the Meeting for Sufferings. 

And now, dear friends, not thinking it needful to renew our 
often-repeated advices, to keep out of the evil ways, fashions, and 
customs, which the spirit of the world leads into, we recommend 
you to the Lord, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
prosper and build you up, and give you an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified; and will keep and preserve you, as 
you sincerely mind and obey it, in love, peace, and unity one 
with another, and watchful against that spirit which would lead 
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into indifferency^ slackness, or dulness^ in going to meetings^ 
and in waiting upon the Lord therein ; and which would sow 
discord^ and make divisions^ parties^ or breaches^ to the scandal 
of the church of Christ. 

And, we beseech you therefore, in the fear of the Lord, that 
ye will exercise a watchful and tender care over the weak among 
you, that they may not be hurt, or drawn away thereby. 

So, in dear love, we conclude with the exhortation of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : " Have salt in your- 
selves, and have peace one with another/^ Mark ix. 50. 

And, having had a comfortable season together, and the good 
presence of the Lord among us, in the sense of his goodness, 
with thankftdness for the same, this meeting adjourns to this 
time twelvemonth, if it please the Lord to give us an oppor- 
tunity. 

Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1699. 

To THE Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

From our Yearly Meeting y held in London, 
From the 29th of the Third Month to the 2nd of the Fourth Month, 1699. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In the renewed love of our Lord Jesus Christ, our holy head 
and heavenly lawgiver, we dearly salute you; wishing you a 
plentiful increase of all spiritual blessings in Him, who, according 
to his wonted goodness, hath, through his divine providence, 
afforded us a peaceable and comfortable season : so that not" 
withstanding the rage and enmity of restless apostates, and 
some others, who have grossly misrepresented us ; yet hath 
this our meeting been kept, as usual, in the name, power, love, 
and spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And as, in the sense thereof, we have been under a godly 
concern to exhort one another to abide therein, and to persevere, 
in faithfulness and sincerity, in our ancient and Christian testi-> 
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mony, in all the several parts thereof; so we tenderly exhort 
you in the love of God, in your respective meetings^ to take 
effectual care therein, that all may be so preserved to the end. 

And, dear Friends, we hereby give you to understand, that 
we have received accounts, as well by the Friends that came up 
to this Yearly Meeting from the several counties in England 
and Wales, as by epistles from divers foreign parts, (viz., from 
Ireland, Scotland, Holland, Pennsylvania, the Jerseys, Rhode- 
Island, Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Jamaica, &c.) that truth 
spreads and prospers ; that Friends grow up, and are preserved 
in love and unity therein ; that many sober people, both in this 
and other countries, resort to Friends* meetings ; and, that the 
Lord hath, of late, raised up, and sent forth divers of his 
servants, in the spirit of his Son, to labour in the work of the 
ministry, for the gathering into, and building up in the way of 
truth and holiness : which accounts, as they were cause of great 
comfort and joy to us, so we gladly impart the same to you, 
that you may partake with us therein ; and both you and we 
may jointly return thanksgiving and praises to the Lord our 
God therefore. 

The deep sufferings of many in Scotland, by reason of a great 
scarcity of corn, heretofore intimated, have been considered by 
Friends, as desired last year, to the great relief of the poor 
Friends there ; whose acknowledgments of Friends' love and 
care therein have gratefully been presented to this meeting. 
And, the scarcity still continuing, and rather increasing, a 
further assistance is intended to be continued, till we see how 
the Lord will be pleased to do with him, as to a plentiful harvest 
or otherwise. 

Earnest endeavours have again lately been used for the liberty 
of our Friends, captives in Barbary, though not as yet obtained : 
and there being at this time some negotiations on foot, by the 
tenderness and care of the government, for the redemption of all 
the English there ; and though the persons in Barbary, employed 
therein by Friends, do wait some time to see the effect of that ; 
yet we shall continue our further endeavours for their discharge ; 
and, in the mean time, have and do take care to send them 
supphes for food ; they having little allowance, in that country, 
of any thing to support their bodies under the great severities 
of labour, and undeserved stripes that captives often endure. 
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Also^ further direction by this meeting is given on their behalf 
[to the Meeting for Sufferings.] 

And, let all Friends be exhorted to abide under the daily 
cross, whereby the earthly mind may be crucified, which hath 
its delights and ease in vanity, pride, covetousness, &c. That 
Friends (being preserved out of those things wherein the enemy 
hath had, and has, his kingdom, and too plainly lays his snares 
to hinder their holy progress), may everywhere be more and 
more a retired, serious, plain and self-denying people, growing 
in the grace and knowledge of God, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and exalting his spiritual kingdom in their souls. 

And, because our comfort, as a people, depends upon our care 
to maintain peace and fellowship amongst brethren, in all our 
services we earnestly recommend an humble and condescending 
frame of spirit unto all ; that, with godly fear, wisdom and meek- 
ness, we may be so ordered in all our respective services, that 
every high and rough thing may be laid low, and all occasion of 
striving be prevented, the peace of the church of Christ preserved 
and augmented among us : and, to that purpose it is tenderly 
advised, that we diligently and carefully observe the comely 
and blessed gospel order, so long known and in practice among 
us, in the spirit of meekness and a sound mind ; which is the 
way to crush all differences in their infancy, and suppress the 
rise, as well as stop the progress, of every thing that is unseemly, 
and inconsistent with the testimony of the precious truth. 

We have an account, that, since last year, fourteen Friends 
are discharged from imprisonment; yet there are remaining 
thirty-seven Friends prisoners, mostly on account of tithes. 

And lastly, God having hitherto blessed and eminently pre- 
served his heritage, and lifted up his countenance upon us and 
our solemn assemblies ; let it be the earnest supplication and 
breathing of our souls to him, that we may ever be preserved a 
faithful and innocent people, following those things which make 
for peace, and the completing of that universal spiritual union 
and fellowship in Christ Jesus our Lord, which, as a peculiar 
people, we are called unto by his grace ; that the God of peace 
may ever be with us, and his mercies and blessings continued. 

And this meeting (having had a peaceable and comfortable 
season together, in the enjoyment of the Lord's presence, in 
the sense of his great love and goodness to us, and care and 
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providence over us) adjourns till the usual time next year, in 

this city. 

Signed on behalf^ and by direction, of this meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 



EPISTLE, 1700. 

To THE QUAETBELY AND MoNTHLY MEETINGS OF FrIENDS IN 

England, Wales, and elsewhebjj. 
From our Yearly Meeting^ held in London^ 

Prom the 20th to the 24th of the Third Month, 1700. 

Dear and well-beloved Friends and Brethren in Christ 
Jesus, 

We tenderly salute you in his dear love and life, whereby we 
were made alive unto Him, and hitherto helped and preserved, 
to be a peculiar people to his praise and glory, who hath called 
us out of darkness into his marvellous light. Blessed be his 
glorious name and power for ever. 

And, as his living presence and word of life hath been felt 
among us, to our edification and comfort, in these our solemn 
assemblies, our souls' fervent desire is, that you may enjoy and 
partake of the same in all your assemblies, to engage and to 
confirm you in faithfulness to the end, that a crown of righteous- 
ness and glory you may inherit for ever. 

The things following are, in true brotherly love, briefly re- 
commended to you for your information, concerning truth's 
progress and prosperity, as also, for your tender consideration 
and Christian care. 

This meeting hath had divers good accounts from the several 
counties both in England and Wales, as also by epistles from 
Friends in foreign parts (as Scotland, Ireland, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Rhode-Island, Bermudas and Holland), importing 
the prosperity of truth, and increase of Christ's government and 
peace, of which there shall be no end : howbeit, that our Friends 
at Dantzic are under sufferings for truth and their testimony 
thereto ; and our Friends at Frederickstadt under some hard- 
ships, and their lives have been under apparent dangers^ occa- 
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sioned by the war in. those parts ; for whose relief care is taken^ 
as occasion shall require. 

Friends' care is also continued for the redemption of our 
Friends that are captives in Barbary ; and (as was hoped) the 
King has now agreed for the ransom of all the English captives 
there; and agents are. arrived from thence^ in order to receive 
the said ransom. And^ although now^ as heretofore^ Friends have 
acqi^^inted the government that they intend to redeem our 
Friends at their own charge, nevertheless Friends are so far 
willing to encourage a public collection for the said service^ that, 
when the collectors shall come with the briefs to Friends' houses^ 
we hope Friends will be inclined to extend their charity, in 
common with their neighbours, towards the redemption of the 
other English captives. 

Concerning the present sufferings of Friends in this nation ; 
First, by imprisonments : — Notwithstanding ten have been dis- 
charged since last year, forty remain prisoners, mostly for tithes, 
by priests and impropriators : Secondly, by goods taken away : — 
The accounts now received amount to above £4700, most of 
which is on the account of tithes. And, as we have formerly 
advised that you keep exact and true accounts of all your suffer- 
ings for conscience sake, both by distresses, sequestrations, and 
imprisonments, that we may be capable to give a true account 
thereof to the government, when necessity requires; so also, 
that care be taken to give speedy account when any Friends are 
discharged from imprisonments, or proceedings against them 
stopped, and how, and by what means (the want of which hath 
given much needless trouble to Friends here) ; so we intreat you 
to be more careful therein for the time to come. 

Also, it is the earnest desire of this meeting, for the Lord's 
sake, the honour of his name and truth, and the good of our 
posterity, that a godly care be taken by you for the due educa- 
tion of Friends' children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and in plain ^nd modest apparel, and in truth's language, 
as becometh our holy profession and Christian religion : and 
that all parents be good examples to them accordingly, and pre- 
vent and restrain them from the pride of life and corruptions of 
the world, as much as in theip Ues. 

Finally, dear Friends, keep all your meetiags (as well those for 
good order, charity, and Christian discipline, as those set apart 

H 
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entirely for the worship of God) in his love, and in the name, 
power, and peaceable spirit of his dear Son Jesus Christ, which 
is the alone true authority of all our meetings ; for without Him 
we can do nothing. And, in his blessed power, stand fast in 
righteous judgment over all unruly and disorderly spirits, that 
would break in upon the good order and discipline settled 
amongst us ; as well as over all those that seek to lay waste the 
testimony of truth, and cause the offence of the cross to cease. 

And, we beseech you, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and for his sake, as his family and house, let his peaceable 
wisdom and spirit bear sway in and among you all, and in all 
your meetings : and let nothing be done through strife or vain 
glory, but let all things be done without murmuring and dis- 
putings. And all, live in love and peace, be of one mind and 
one accord, and the God of love and peace will be with you, and 
bless you in your Christian care and service of love one towards 
another, for his holy name and blessed truth's sake. 

Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1701. 

To THE Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, &c. 

JP'rom (mr Yearly Meeting in London, 

Held the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th of the Fourth Month, 1701. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In the love of God, which we have in Christ Jesus, we dearly 
salute you ; and desire the sense of his goodness to us until this 
day may be continued unto the end to his whole heritage. 

We greatly rejoice to hear of your affairs relating to trutVs 
prosperity, and that love, peace and unity are continued and 
increased amongst you; as also in the godly concern and 
Christian care, that is upon the spirits of faithful Friends one 
towards another; and keeping to truth^s testimony in all 
respects, and particularly in that part for which many chiefly 
suffer ; blessing the Lord, that he hath given them not only to 
believe, but also to suffer for his name and truth^s sake. 
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And^ if any weakness^ shortness^ failure or unfaithfulness, 
appear in any professing the same truth with us, we hope 
faithful friends and brethren will continue their Christian care 
for their help, instruction, and admonition, in the love and 
power of the Lord, as in his wisdom they shall see cause ; still 
aiming at their good, their inward peace of conscience, and 
salvation in Christ Jesus. 

The relation we have received by divers epistles from foreign 
parts, of truth's prosperity, and the faithfulness of Friends 
therein (viz., from Ireland, Scotland, West Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Bhode-Island, Carolina, Virginia, Jamaica, Antigua, Maryland, 
Barbadoes, Bermudas, and Holland), was very acceptable unto us. 

And we have an account, from divers parts, of Friends^ great 
sufferings in England and Wales, to the value of above £5000, 
since the last year's account; and there are still continued 
thirty-seven Friends prisoners, although there have been thirteen 
discharged since the last Yearly Meeting: and the sundry 
sufferings do appear to be mostly on the claim of tithes ; and 
divers of them by the old destructive course of proceeding to 
excommunication, imprisonments, and sequestrations > notwith- 
standing the sundry late acts (declared to be) " For the more 
easy recovery, &c.,'' which severe proceedings Friends may 
tenderly acquaint the bishops and civil magistrates of. 

Our testimony against tithes and forced maintenance in this 
gospel day, being received from Christ, our head and high 
priest, is not of our own making or imposing, nor from the 
tradition of men, but what we have from him, by whose divine 
power we were raised up to be a people, and by which we have 
been preserved to this day : knowing that his ministry and 
gospel are free, according to his own express command, ^^ Freely 
ye have received, freely give." 

The Friends that are in captivity in Barbary are duly taken 
care of by Friends : and their ransom, having been agreed for 
some time, it is hoped will shortly be effected : one young man 
has been convinced there lately. 

As we are truly comforted to hear of Friends' godly care for 
the good education of their children in the fear, nurture, and 
admonition of the Lord, in sobriety, modesty, and plainness of 
habit and speech, so it is earnestly desired that the same care 
may be continued, and universally increased and put in practice ; 
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and, as cause shall appear, to stir up all concerned faithfully to 
discharge their duty therein, as in the sight of God. 

And, as we are glad to hear of Friends' care, in making due 
provision for the education of their children in necessary learning, 
so it is desired that no poor Friends' children may want any 
such learning. 

We sincerely desire all Friends to dwell in brotherly love, 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace : and, according to the ancient apostolical exhortation, 
" Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ :" 
that we may so hear of your affairs, as ''that ye stand in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the 
gospel '/' that, in the imity thereof, all may be so preserved, 
that none of you may be carried away with any wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness ; whose designs 
the Lord has greatly disappointed, yet do they still lie in wait 
to deceive : therefore let your tender care be exercised towards 
them that are but weak in the faith, to strengthen and en- 
courage them against that apostate spirit which would scatter 
and draw back to perdition. 

So, heartily wishing and desiring that all may persevere in the 
blessed truth of our Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray God, 
that his grace and peace may be with you all unto the end. 

We have great cause to be humbly thankful to the God of all 
our mercies for that present ease and liberty we enjoy through 
the favour of the government ; and the comfortable enjoyment 
of the Lord's blessed presence, which has been largely manifested 
vrith us in this our solemn assembly, and is an encouragement 
to us to continue this our Yearly Meeting ; which is agreed to 
meet again at the usual time, if the Lord see good. 

Signed in behalf of our said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 
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EPISTLE, 1702. 

To THE Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 

England^ Wales, &c. 

From (mr Yearly Meeting in London, 

Held the 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th of the Third Month, 1702. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

The salutation of our dear and ancient love in the fellowship 
of the blessed gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, our 
heavenly head, which he hath visited us with, to the opening of 
our understandings, and quickening of our hearts to serve Him 
in our generation, reaches unto you, his churches and people, 
wherever settled, all over the world ; desiring that grace, mercy, 
.and peace, fear, love, and obedience, may increase and abound 
among you, to the glory of God, the unity of his church, and 
your mutual edification and comfort in the Lord. 

According to our accustomed manner, we have held our 
General Meeting in this city, at the usual time ; wherein divers 
matters came before us, and, under our consideration, relating 
to our religious Society, which we have thought fit to commu- 
nicate to you, as foUoweth : — 

That, from those Friends that came up to this meeting from 
the several counties of England and Wales ; as also by several 
epistles from foreign parts (viz. Bermudas, Pennsylvania, 
Jamaica, Long-Island, Bhode-Island, North Carolina, Holland, 
Scotland, and Ireland), we have received accounts, that great 
love and unity is among Friends, and truth prospers and spreads 
in many places ; which was very comfortable to us ; and we 
greatly desire the same may be abundantly increased and multi- 
plied amongst you. 

We understand also, that, although since the last Yearly 
Meeting fifteen Friends have been discharged from their impri- 
sonments, there yet remain prisoners in divers parts of England 
seven-and-thirty Friends, mostly on the account of tithes ; and 
that aufierings on the same account amount to more than four 
thpusand five hundrjed pounds ; although some pther .sufferings 
of the same, nature are not yet finished. 
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And, whereas we formerly gave you some account of the 
hopes Friends had, and endeavours used, for the redemption of 
Friends, captives in Barbary ; we now let you know, that John 
King, Eichard Robertson, Thomas Walkedon, Robert Finley, 
James Burgoine, Joseph Bigland (being all, of our Friends, who 
remained alive in that long and sore captivity), have been this 
year redeemed; whose ransom hath cost Friends upwards of 
i6480, including one George Palmer, a Friend's son of Pennsyl- 
vania, recommended from thence ; towards whose ransom they 
also did contribute: divers of which redeemed Friends have 
tenderly and gratefully acknowledged Friends' love and care of 
them. 

And, there having been also of late considerable disbursements 
for assistance of suffering and necessitous Friends, so that the 
former collection, that was made for the general service of 
Friends, is now wholly expended ; it is therefore tenderly desired, 
that a voluntary and charitable contribution may be made in 
the several meetings concerned ; and, what shall be so collected, 
we desire may be sent up to Tobias Collet, Richard Hawkins, 
Peter Briggins, John Freame, Samuel Waldenfield, and Roger 
Newham, or some of them. 

And, since the books of adversaries are industriously spread 
in many parts of the nation, for the aspersing ancient Friends, 
and defaming our true Christian doctrines; it is therefore 
desired, that Friends, in their several Monthly Meetings, will 
appoint some judicious Friends to read over such answers as have 
been, or may be written, to clear truth from their injurious 
calumnies; that Friends thereby understanding the controversy, 
and the falseness of our adversaries' accusations, may be the 
better able to vindicate truth and Friends, as occasion may be 
offered ; and, if the service shall so require, to send for more 
than the common proportion of answers, to disperse among 
Friends or neighbours where need shall appear. 

We earnestly desire, that all, professing the blessed truth with 
us, be very careful to keep their words and promises, by paying 
their just debts without unreasonable delay ; and do justice to 
all men, for righteousness sake, to prevent the great reproach 
and scandal of defrauding any persons, by breaking in their 
debts, or otherwise injuring any : and, where it shall happen 
any differences may arise, to shun going to law one with another ; 
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but that sucli differences may be justly and speedily ended, 
according to advice formerly given in this behalf. 

And^ dear friends and brethren, although we have not been 
altogether free from some exercises, yet our gracious and tender 
Father hath, at this our solemn meeting, highly favoured us with 
his power and refreshing presence ; which hath deeply affected 
and closely united the hearts of Friends in the bond of peace 
and love ; which the enemy of all truth and righteousness has 
often, but in vain, attempted to break : and, that all such 
attempts may always prove vain, we earnestly beseech Friends 
everywhere, to keep in that love and humility in which our 
unity and fellowship will be always dear and valuable : that so, 
when it shall please the Lord to give Friends opportunity to 
meet again, which we hope will be at the same time next year, 
to which this meeting doth now adjourn, we may have a sense 
of one another in the same divine love and life in which we now 
part. 

Signed by appointment of this meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealino. 
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To THE QuAItTE:Ea.Y AND MoNTHLY MEETINGS OP FrIENDS IN 

England, Wales, &c. 

From ow Yearly Meeting in London, 

Held the 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd and 24th of the Third 

Month, 1703. 

Deab. and well-beloved Friends and Brethren, 

Who are sanctified and preserved ia Christ Jesus, grace and 
peace be increased and multiplied unto you all. We tenderly 
salute you, as partakers with us in the spirit of love and life ; 
even in Him who laid down his life for us, and is come in spirit 
and power in our day, that we might have and possess life 
eternal by Him ; heartily desiring, and breaftiing in our souls, 
that his Sion may prosper, and shine more and more in the 
beauty of holiness ; that therein his Jerusalem may be a city 
without breaches, and so become the praise of the whole earth. 
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For which blessed end all Friends ought diligently to labour^ to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of lasting peaoe. 

Deah Friends, 

We do, with real comfort in the Lord, intimate to you, that 
this our Yearly Meeting, through his divine goodness, in divers 
weighty concerns, hath been of very great and eminent servicfe, 
to the comfort of Friends in truth ; and the good effedts thei^eof, 
we hope, will remain to posterity. 

We further give you to understand, that we have received 
divers good and comfortable accounts, both by our Friends thitt 
came to this Yearly Meeting from other nations, and T^ epistles 
from foreign parts (as from Barbadoes, New Jersey, and Penn- 
sylvania, Long-Island, Holland, Scotland, and Ireland) of truth's 
prosperity, and the increase of love and unity, and great open- 
ness among the people to hear trutVs testimony : and we have 
also comfortable accounts, from many of the several counties, of 
the godly care, zeal, and faithfulness of Friends in their Chris- 
tian testimony; and that Friends generally are in love and 
tmity, and truth prospers among them. 

We therefore tenderly recommend unto faithful Friends, and 
elders especially, to watch over the flock of Christ in their 
respective places ; that they faithfully and diligently walk up to 
the testimony of the blessed truth, to which the Lord hath 
gathered us in this latter age of the world : that so, where any 
are found short, weak, or faulty, they may be admonished and 
sought in the spirit of love (which is that of the gospel) ; that 
divine charity, that draws as with the cords of a man ; wherein 
mercy is not only mixed with judgment, but may appear over all 
our works; so that it may be seen by all, that church-love 
abounds, before church-censure comes; and that a gospel 
spirit is the spring and motive to all Our perforinantjes, as well 
in discipline as worship. 

And, dear Friends, our Monthly and Quarterly Meetings 
being set up and established by the power, and in the 'wisdom of 
God (which is the authority of those meetings), all Friends are 
tenderly desired and advised carefully to keep to, and in that 
authority, and therein manage all the business and a£fairs of the 
said meetings, in discharge of their duty to God and his church ; 
and not expect or depend upon this meeting for particular 
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direction^ frottn time to time, how they shall proceed in the 
management of the concerns of those meetings, relating to 
truth's testimony and service : bnt wait for, and depend upon, 
the power and wisdom of Ood, for counsel and direction in sndi 
matters and cases as may come before them ; which will be to 
the great ease df this meeting, and dispatch of the proper con- 
cerns thereof. And let the man^s part, and natural wisdom and 
attainments, be subject to the spirit and power of God, which 
will truly edify the body in love, righteousness and peace. And, 
if any decline from, or let fall, any branch of their testimony, 
thclt such may, in the wisdom and authority of truth, be dealt 
with ; and therein mercy and judgment exercised in their proper 
places. 

And, thslt all Friends be weighty and circumspect in 'their 
conduct and management of their outward affairs, and careful 
to keep within the compass of their own substance, to prevent 
failures and breaches : and to avoid all indirect and unwarrant- 
able methods, both in trade and merchandize, by which the 
government may be defrauded of its due ; that so no reproach 
may be brought upon our holy profession by such things. 

The chief sufferings Friends at present remain under, are, 
those of tithes, and those called church-rates ; on which accounts, 
five have died prisoners, seventeen have heem discharged, and 
forty-three remain prisoners, since the last yearns account. And 
we find the value of what our Friends have suffered on these 
accounts this last year amounts unto above £4,200. And 
several Friends are under prosecution in the exchequer and 
ecclesiastical courts, on the said accounts. However, we desire 
and hope such severities wiU not weaken the faith of any, nor 
discourage them from maintaining their Christian testimony in 
these, and all other parts thereof. 

And, knowing how quickly many are removed by death, it is 
also weightily recommended, according to former advice, that 
all Friends, in time of health, and strength of judgment, take 
care firmly to make their wills, and to dispose of their substance, 
as in justice and wisdom may be agreeable to their satisfaction. 

And, where any Friend, or Friends, shall be prosecuted upon 
any branch of their testimony for the truth, that such labour 
(in a sense of the weight of their testimony) with the prosecutor, 
before, or at the beginning of his prosecution ; that so (if pos- 
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dble) the witness of God in him may be reached^ and he 
convinced that their refusal to comply proceeds not from 
obstinacy, or self-interest^ but from a godly care to preserve 
a conscience void of offence towards Ood and man. 

And, having under our serious consideration the good and 
wholesome advice which hath been frequently communicated 
unto you in several former Yearly Meeting epistles, for your 
help and direction in things relating to the testimony of truth 
in the several parts thereof, we tenderly entreat, that care be 
taken to see the said advice put in practice in your respective 
Quarterly und Monthly Meetings ; which will tend to the ease 
and comfort of this meeting. 

And this meeting, being under a deep sense that pride, and the 
vain customs and fashions of the world, prevail over some under 
our profession, particularly in the excess of apparel and furni- 
ture, doth earnestly recommend, that all, who make profession 
of the truth, take care to be exemplary in what they wear, and 
what they use ; so as to avoid the vain customs of the world, 
and all extravagancy in colour and fashion ; and keep themselves, 
in respect thereof, spotless and blameless ; adorning their pro- 
fession in all modesty and sobriety. And, that all parents be 
watchful over their children ; and careful not to suffer them to 
get up into pride and excess ; but to keep them to that decent 
plainness which becomes the people of God : that the sin of the 
children may not lie upon their parents ; nor they be exposed 
to ruin by their parents^ neglect. 

And, that Friends of all degrees take due care to breed up 
their children in some useful and necessary employments, that 
they may not spend their precious time in idleness ; which is of 
evil example, and tends much to their hurt. And,''that servants, 
professing the truth, behave themselves in due subjection, 
humility, and plainness, as becomes their profession and places : 
and likewise, masters and mistresses behave themselves towards 
their servants, according to the apostles' direction : Eph. vi. 
5, 6 ; Col. iv. 1 ; 1 Tim. vi. 1, 2 ; 1 Pet. ii. 18 ; Tit. ii. 9, 10. 

And, since the Lord hath been graciously pleased to make us 
witnesses of that glorious promise of the latter days, that He 
would be the teacher of his people himself, and that from the 
greatest to the least ; we heartily desire, that all that make this 
great profession would be more diligent to wait for the further 
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fulfilling of tliis gracious promise in themselves^ as the highest 
of privileges, and the excellency of the glory of the gospel dis- 
pensation ; and not live nor lean upon the gifts and services of 
others, as but too many among us are too apt to do ; who (had 
they been faithful and diligent waiters upon the Lord, to have^ 
heard and seen what he would have said to, and done for them 
and in them) might, by this time, have been able reapers in the 
harvest, and ministers of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and great had been their service and reward. 

And now, dear Friends, the Lord having been graciously 
pleased, in an eminent manner, to honour this our general 
assembly with his divine presence and counsel, to our great 
satisfaction, refreshment and joy ; we earnestly recommend you 
to the guidance of his good Spirit, that, by it, you may be 
enabled to perform the good and acceptable will of God in all 
things : to whose holy protection, and fatherly preservation, we 
heartily commit you all. 

We hope the Lord in mercy will give Friends an opportunity 
to meet at the usual time next year; and therefore desire, that 
faithful Friends may come to attend the same. 

Signed, by appointment of this meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1704. 

To the Qtjaeterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in 

England, Wales, &o. 

From our Yearly Meeting ^ held in London, 
The 6th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th of the Fourth Month, 1704 

Dear and tenderly beloved Priends and Brethren, 
This our General Meeting salutes you in the Lord, and in 

his ancient love continued, among us his people, to this day. 

Blessed be his worthy name and power for ever. 

There is no greater joy to us, as a Christian Society, than the 

prosperity of the blessed truth and work of the Lord, and 

Friends* unity, peace, and love in Christ Jesus; whereof we 
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have received divers good and comfortable accounts^ both by 
epistles from foreign parts^ as Jamaica^ Barbadoes^ Antigua^ 
Bermudas^ Bhode-Island^ Holland^ Scotland^ and Ireland ; as 
also, by the Friends that came up to this meeting from the 
several parts of this nation and Wales; which engages us 
tenderly to recommend to your Christian care, to labour and 
endeavour for the continuation and increase thereof. 

The account we have of Friends' sufferings this year, for our ' 
ancient Christian testimony against tithes, and for not paying 
to the repairs of steeple-houses, does amount to above four 
thousand two hundred and sixty pounds. 

There have been discharged this year twenty-six Friends that 
were sufferers for trutVs testimony. And there remain still one- 
and-thirty prisoners, most for not paying tithes : notwithstanding 
which. Friends have great encouragement, in the love of God, 
to continue faithful in their Christian testimony, in that and all 
other respects. 

We tenderly recommend and desire, that those Friends that 
are concerned in the management of the affairs of the church, 
in the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, be careful to act in the 
wisdom of God ; that they may be exemplary therein to those 
that are young : and, that those that are worthy to be esteemed 
members of those meetings, be diligent in attending the same : 
and, that they will encourage such young men and women as 
they are sensible are qualified, and made capable, through 
waiting upon God, to serve truth in your respective meetings ; 
that they may come up, and stand in the life of righteousness, 
to be serviceable in the church, helpful to the ancient Friends, 
and fitted to supply their places, as such shall be removed. 

And parents are again reminded to continue their godly care, 
and exercise their just and due authority and command over 
their children, timely to restrain them from the world^s corrup- 
tions and extravagances, both in habit and language, behaviour 
and conversation, that they may keep the way of the Lord, and 
walk uprightly therein. 

We are as a city set upon a hill, and many eyes are upon us : 
some for good, and some for evil ; and it is, and ought to be, our 
bounden duty and care to answer the one, and frustrate the 
other. And, as our adversaries have been hitherto disappointed, 
in undertaking to blemish us in principle and doctrine, .so let 
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it be the Christian care of aU, both young and old, whom God 
hath blessed with the knowledge of his saving truth, as it is in 
Jesus, to disappoint those who are watching for our halting, or 
drawing back again into worldly or fleshly liberty, which the 
enemy in this day of ease is seeking to entangle us again in ; 
even the bondage of corruption, from which many in measure 
have been set free. Oh ! stand fast in that holy freedom, in 
every place where the Lord hath placed you; and follow peace 
with all men, and live in unity one with another, and let all 
strife and contention, whisperings, taJe-carryings, and evil 
reports tending thereunto, be avoided, condemned, and buried 
under the cross of Christ ; and let all private interests give way 
to the public good, unity, and prosperity of truth and righteous- 
ness ; for so is the will of God concerning you. And, by your 
blameless conversation, and just dealing, engage the government 
to continue the liberty you now enjoy under it. And let not 
any lust after the vain fashions and glittering gaiety of this 
fading world ; for it will suddenly wither, as the mown grass 
before the sun. And, if ye intend to be happy in this life and 
that to come, thirst after righteousness, and let holiness be your 
habitation while on earth ; so shall eternal glory be your crown 
in heaven hereafter. 

And so, dear friends and brethren, we beseech you, in the 
love and fear of Almighty God, diligently to mind your holy 
calling, that you may make your election sure. And, in order 
to it, wait daily upon the Lord, for the renewings of his divine 
power upon your spirits ; and be you diligent and close walkers 
with God, keeping your heavenly ranks in peace and purity in 
the church, the holy body of our Lord Jestis Christ, of which he 
is the blessed and heavenly head. To whose holy care and 
protection we commit you all; and in the fellowship of the 
gospel of peace, we remain, 

YoTJR FeIends, 
Signed in behalf of the s^d meeting, by 

BeKJAMIN BHALIKG. 
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EPISTLE, 1705. 

To THE QUABTEELY AND MoNTHLY MEETINGS OP EbIENDS IN 

England, Wales, and elsewheee. 

From the Yearly Meeting^ in London, 

Held the 28tli, 29th, 30th, 31st of the Third, and Ist of the Fourth 

Month, 1705. 

Deae and teuly-beloved Beetheen, 

We heartily salute you in the tender love of our heavenly 
Father, which we enjoy in his beloved Son Jesus Christ; 
earnestly desiring and breathing unto Him, who is the author 
and fountain of all our mercies, that he may replenish you with 
his divine goodness, and continue and multiply his tender 
mercies and blessings, in spiritual things, unto his church and 
people everywhere. 

Deae Beetheen, 

Our most gracious God having owned and manifestly blessed 
this our Yearly Meeting, to our great satisfaction and comfort, 
by the renewed sense and enjoyment of his blessed power and 
presence, we glorify and praise his holy name, for his continued 
goodness and unspeakable loving-kindness unto us his people : 
and do humbly pray God to preserve us all sincere and faithful 
unto Him, and in love and peace among ourselves ; so that no 
occasion of offence may be given by any, to provoke Him to 
withdraw his kindness or mercies from us. 

And now, dear Friends, in brotherly love, we give you to 
understand, that we have received, as well by friends and 
brethren from the several counties in England and Wales, and 
from Ireland, as by epistles from divers foreign parts (viz. 
Scotland, Ireland, Holland, New England, Long-Island, Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, Antigua, Barbadoes, and Jamaica), and by 
the verbal relations of several faithful brethren, who have lately 
travelled and laboured in the work of the gospel in those parts, 
and in Carolina, Bermudas, Nevis, Frederickstadt, and some 
parts of Germany ; such good accounts of the progress and pros- 
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perity of truth, and Friends^ love and unity, as have been very 
refreshing to this our Yearly Meeting. 

The suflferings which Friends at present remain under are 
mostly on the account of tithes, and those called church-rates ; 
on which accounts there remain twenty-seven prisoners, notwith- 
standing thirteen have been discharged since last year. And 
we find the value of what our Friends in England and Wales 
have suffered on these accounts this last year, amounts to four 
thousand pounds and upwards. There are also divers Friends 
still under prosecution for the same testimony. 

And,. it is tenderly advised, that Friends be carefid to stand 
faithful in their ancient testimony, and to keep exact accounts 
of their sufferings for the same. And, when any sufferings 
requiring a speedy care for relief, is written of to London, it is 
desired the case may be truly and fully stated, dated, and sub- 
scribed by the sufferer ; and (as often as can be) attested by 
some known Friend. 

It is also advised and desired that, in all Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings, Friends take great care to manage the 
affairs of truth in a calm, meek, and gentle spirit ; without 
heats, discord, and contention : For if any seem to be conten- 
tious, we have no such custom in the churches of God. (1 Cor. 
xi. 16.) And the apostle's advice also was, " that nothing shotdd 
be done through strife or vain glory ; but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem other better than themselves/' and '^do all 
things without murmurings and disputings.'' Phil. ii. 3, 14. 
Which apostolical counsel and good order we desire may be kept 
to, and carefully observed. 

And as it has been frequently advised, that Friends should 
diligently keep their week-day meetings; we desire, that all, 
especially such as are esteemed elders, may be exemplary 
therein. 

If any difference is depending, or shall arise, between any 
persons professing truth amongst us, it is advised and desired, 
that effectual care, in the wisdom of God, may be taken by 
Friends of the meeting or meetings to which such persons belong, 
to put a full and speedy end thereunto ; as has been formerly 
advised, particularly in the year 1697. And, forasmuch as 
many inconveniences have happened through the neglect of. 
some Friends in not making their wills, as well as by others, in 
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making them in sach maimer (by uunecessaa^ matter, aiui im- 
proper expressions) as hath created much trouble, dispute, aod 
reflection, after their decease; it is therefore thought fit to 
repeat the advice of the Yearly Meeting, in, 1703^ which 19 as 
foUoweth, viz. : — 

'^ And, knowing how (quickly many are removed by death, 
it is alsa weightily recommended, according to former 
advice, that all Friends, in time of health, and strength 
of judgment, take care to make their wills firmly, and to 
dispose of their substance as in justice and wisdom may 
be to their satisfaction.*' 

It being a principal part of our ancient Christian testimony, 
to do justly ', to keep a conscience void of ofiPence towards God 
and all men ; and to give no offence to Jew or Gentile, nor yet 
to the church of Christ; we therefore tenderly desire and 
exhort aU Friends to set their affairs in order betimes, and clear 
themselves, according to truth, in the sight of God and men, in 
all respects, before their days are ended ; that they may leave a 
good report and sweet savour behind them. 

And, since the Lord^s good providence has so far blessed 
Friends, as to give them favour with the government; it is 
desired, that Friends would continue, with all humility, to walk 
worthy of that mercy ; and improve the same, by a gentle and 
peaceable conversation towards all men, in their respective 
places of abode. 

And now, dear Friends, as truth, in all the branches of its 
holy testimony, is diligently to be regarded and observed ; by 
which we, as a people, have been distinguished &om the rest of 
the professors of Christianity ; so it is our earnest desire^ that, 
above all things. Friends hold fervent charity in the body ; 
and that will keep the members together in a blessed concord 
and communion ; which is esteemed by the apostle the " more 
excellent way f* excelling other gifts, which pass away : but 
charity (that is, the love of God, from which our Christian and 
brotherly affection to and for one another springs) shall endure 
for ever. This envieth not, vaunteth not, boasteth not itself, 
and seeketh not its own ; but is patient ; beareth all things ; 
suffereth all things ; and watcheth not with an evil eye : no ; 
nor thinketh ill; but is kind. In which blessed love, dear 
Friends, hold your fellowship one with another : which was the 
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character of the primitive Christians. And^ blessed be the Lord^ 
it has been said by many in this our day, in favour of our holy 
profession, '^Look how they love one another!" In which the 
Lord preserve us all. For since " God is love/^ and they who 
dwell in love dwell in God, they dwell in that wherein the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus are enjoyed ; and where the first 
Christians sat and dwelt, and the children of the light in our 
days do sit and dwell also; where all evil jealousies, envyings, 
strife, self-seekings, and self-exaltings, are excluded ; and, instead 
thereof, the elders watch tenderly over the flock of God, using 
the authority that truth has given them in the church with much 
meekness; and the younger behave themselves with humihty 
and fear; according to the apostles^ admonition, 1 Tim. v.; 
1 Peter v. And the members of the whole body, by a tender 
condescension to one another, md a due subjection to Christ, 
their holy head, edify the same in love to the end : which the 
Lord God of all our many mercies preserve and increase more 
and more, by his blessed Spirit and power, among his people. 

Signed in behalf of the said meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 



EPISTLE, 1706. 

To THE Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Feiends in 

England, "Wales, and elsewhere. 

From (mr Yearly Meeting in London, 
Held from the 13th to the 18th of the Third Month, 1706. 

Dear and well-beloved Friends and Brethren, 
In the dear love of our Heavenly Father, which we have in 
his Son Jesus Christ, we salute you ; heartily desiring truth's 
prosperity, and the abounding of true love, unity, and concord 
amongst you, to your great comfort and edification in the spirit 
of life and love, in our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
that you may grow up in Him in all things ; to whom be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 
We earnestly entreat that a general care and labour be 
fervently exercised, " to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
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of peace /' that all may live in love, peace, and concord among 
yourselves. 

We doubt not it will be to your comfort, as it hath been to 
ours, to hear of the progress and prosperity of truth in England 
and Wales ; as also, of the accounts we have from our Friends, 
who have travelled and laboured in many parts beyond the seas, 
in the work of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; to the 
convincing of divers, and to the comforting and refreshing his 
flock in those parts and countries; and to the stopping the 
mouths of gainsayers, who would obstruct the work of the Lord. 

Likewise, we have good accounts from Holland, Friedand, 
Embden, Holstein, and divers other provinces on the sea-coast 
of Germany, of an openness in sundry places amongst people of 
divers professions ; and, that the visits of faithful brethren, and 
ministers of Christ, are very desirable and acceptable, both to 
Friends and their serious neighbours, in divers places. 

And, by epistles from Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Jamaica, 
Bhode-Island, Long-Island, Maryland, and Antigua, we under- 
stand that great love and unity is among the faithful brethren. 

As to the sufferings which Friends do now remain under, they 
are mostly on account of tithes, and those called church-rates ; 
on which accounts there now remain thirty-three prisoners, 
although nine have been discharged since the last year. And, we 
find the value, our Friends in England and Wales have suffered 
in that time on these accounts, amounts to three thousand 
eight hundred eighty-four pounds and upwards ; and that there 
are also divers Friends still under prosecution for the same 
testimony. 

And it is tenderly and earnestly pressed and advised, that 
Friends be very careful to keep exact accounts of their sufferings, 
and to have them well attested and subscribed when they are 
sent up, as was advised in the last year's epistle ; to which they 
are referred in this particular. 

And, forasmuch as, next to our owijl souls, our childreni and 
offspring are the most immediate objects of our care and concern, 
it is tenderly recommended to all that are, or may be, parents 
or guardians of children, that they be diligently exercised in this 
care and concern for the education of those committed to their 
charge ; that, in their tender years, they may be brought to a 
sense of God, his wisdom, power, and omnipresence, so as to 
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beget an awe and fear of Him in their hearts (which is the 
beginning of wisdom) ; and as they grow np in capacity, to 
acquaint them with, and bring them up in, the frequent reading 
of the Scriptures of truth; and also to instruct them in the 
great love of God, through Jesus Christ, and the work of salva- 
tion by Him, and of sanctification through his blessed Spirit; 
and also, to keep th^n out of the vain and foolish fashions and 
ways of the world, and in plainness of language, habit, and 
behaviour ; that, being thus iastructed in the way of the Lord 
when they are young, they may not forget it when old ; or, 
however, that all concerned may be clear in the sight of God, 
that they have not been wanting in their duties to them. And, 
that the labour and travail of Friends therein may be more 
effectual, it is our tender desire, that seasonable opportunities 
maybe taken to wait upon the Lord, with your children, in your 
families, for the manifestation of his blessed power, to make 
them sensible of his witness and seed of life and grace in their 
hearts, in order to beget them into a living knowledge and love 
of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

And, dear friends and brethren, in the name and power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, keep all your meetings entirely ; both 
those for his divine worship, and those for good order and 
discipline in the church ; which divine power we all ought to 
wait to feel, to prepare and sanctify our minds and spirits, that 
we may be duly qualified for our share and part of our service 
therein. And, in the same heavenly power and dominion, labour 
to teep out strife and contention ; and stand over all froward 
and contentious spirits; not in your own, but in the meek 
spirit of the Lamb of God : for if any man lusts to be conten- 
tious (as said the apostle of old,) we have no such custom (nor 
can we allow thereof) in the church of Christ. So will all be 
done in an holy awe, reverence, and humility ; and none will 
intrude themselves into things too high for them, nor exalt 
themselves above their proper growths and stations in the church, 
whether they be elder or younger ; but self (that great mountain 
which stands so much in opposition to the cross of Christ, and 
his love and peace in the church) will be abased, and the Lord 
alone exalted among his people. 

And, therefore, tenderly beloved friends and brethren, let it 
be the universal travail and earnest breathing of all your souls 

T *> 
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to the Lord^ our most gracious and glorious Grod^ that his Sion^ 
his whole church and people^ may shine in the beauty of 
holiness^ and therein become the perfection of beauty ; out of 
which God will yet shine more to the nations^ that they may be 
affected^ and drawn more and more towards the city of our 
solemnities^ and his mountain of holiness ; and^ that the good 
order of Christ^s house and family may be an effectual induce- 
ment unto the residue of men to seek after him. 

And now^ dear friends and brethren^ we dearly salute and 
embrace you in the love of our God and Father^ the great 
master of this our solemn assembly^ and bid you heartily farewell 
in the Lord. 

Signed in behalf of the said meetings by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1707. 
Op oub. Teakly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

IVom the 2nd to the 7th of the Fourth Month, 1707. 

To the (Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren 

in England, Wales, and elsewhere. 

To whom this our solemn assembly sendeth greeting, in the 
love of our heavenly Father, which we have in his dear Son Jesus 
Christ ; whereby, as a people whom he hath greatly loved, find 
favoured with his presence, we are obliged to love one another 
in deed and in truth, and to maintain good order in the exercise 
of our Christian religion, in the fellowship of his Holy Spirit, 
and gospel of peace ; which, we pray God, may increase more 
and more among us, whom he hath chosen out of the world, to 
be a peculiar people unto himself. 

And, dear firiends and brethren, the Lord^s power and 
presence, having, to our great comfort, been largely manifested 
amongst us, a holy care and concern, in the love and wisdom of 
God, hath been upon our hearts, to communicate imto you the 
following particulars. 

And, first, as to the sufferings of our Friends in England and 
Wales, since the last Yearly Meeting, they have been chiefly 
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for tithes, and partly those called church-rates ; the accounts 
whereof amount to three thousand eight hundred sixty-five 
pounds and upwards : besides several Friends at this time under 
severe prosecutions, whose suflFerings not being completed, could 
not be inserted in this account : and, although the number of 
prisoners is somewhat lessened, yet several do still continue 
prisoners on the said accounts. 

Our beloved friend Samuel Bownas, who hath lately been in 
the service of truth in America, being present, gave a large 
account of the progress and prosperity of truth, and Friends in 
New-England, Rhode-Island, Long-Island, East and West 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and 
other parts where he travelled. 

We had also epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Rhode-Island, Long-Island, North 
Carolina, Barbadoes, and Antigua, giving a good account of the 
prosperity of truth, and unity of Friends therein, to the great 
satisfaction of this meeting ; and particularly from Antigua, 
from whence we had a brief relation of the Lord's eminently 
preserving that island (wherein are a few Friends), from the 
insults and spoil of the French, to whom the neighbouring 
islands of Nevis and Christopher^s became a prey. 

And, in most of the places aforesaid, we understand, by their 
epistles, there is great openness among the people, and many 
convinced of the blessed truth. 

And, both in this nation, Ireland, and several foreign parts, 
we understand there are great desires the Lord of the harvest 
would send forth more faithful labourers to visit them ; which 
we heartily pray for. 

And, we being sensible of the hurt that may happen by 
persons under the profession of truth, in drawing out the affec- 
tions of one another, without the knowledge and consent of 
parents or guardians ; do, for preventing such mischief, deliver 
it as our sense and judgment, that in case any person reputed a 
Quaker, shall endeavour to entangle the affection of any young 
woman professing truth, or shall make suit unto her in order to 
marriage, without the privity and consent of her parents or 
guardians, first had and obtained (whether such parents or 
guardians be Friends or not), that such persons ought not to be 
allowed or permitted to proceed in any meeting of Friends, in 
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order to the accomplishing of such intended marriage^ until 
they shall have removed the offence^ and given satisfaction both 
to such parents or guardians^ and to the meeting of Friends to 
which they do belongs by an open and due acknowledgment of 
the offence^ and condemnation of themselves therefore, and 
shall have obtained the consent of such parents or guardians. 

And, it is further advised, that after parents and guardians 
have suffered their children to engage one another in affections, 
they do not break off upon any worldly account ; but [that they] 
wait upon and seek the Lord for their children, in proposals of 
marriage, before they give any encouragement thereunto. 

Our women's meetings, being set up and approved in the 
love of God, and by his wisdom and power, and of manifest 
service, and helpful in the church ; it is the earnest desire and 
advice of this meeting, they may be upheld and encouraged 
where they are settled, by Monthly and Quarterly Meetings ; 
and that, in such counties and places where they are not, it be 
the care of the Quarterly Meetings, to endeavour they may be 
set up and encouraged in proper and convenient places, where 
they may be the most serviceable and helpful. 

And now, our dear and well-beloved friends, brethren, and 
sisters, united in the one holy faith, and spirit, worship, and 
discipline, throughout this nation, and the neighbouring nations, 
provinces, and islands, beyond the seas, let us be faithful to the 
holy profession we make in fear, love, and watchfulness ; and 
we shall be fruitfiil, having our fruits unto holiness, that our 
end may be eternal life ; the great design of religion, pure and 
undefiled before God the Father ; of which he has given and 
sent us the true pattern from his heavenly mount,, where he 
appeared to our forefathers in the truth, and also unto us,, that 
were instrumentally begotten by them to God. Oh! press 
forward, that ye fall not short of this heavenly pattern, in all 
your converse, that has been so well recommended by those 
dear servants of the Lord, that were examples, as well as 
preachers thereof; who are gone before us to their eternal rest 
and recompense. And, therefore, let us all walk with much 
circumspection, fear, and humility, before the Lord, under the 
sense of our present outward liberty, and the temporal mercies 
that have for some years attended the same ; that our love and 
service for the Lord, and his holy truth and church, may have 
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the preferencse of our worldly business in our thoughts^ lest we 
should incur the Lord^s displeasure for an ungrateful neglect of 
our duty and thankfulness to him. For it has been. sometimes 
the Lord's method to deprive his people of the favours they 
abuse ; though he is a God slow to anger^ and of long-suffering 
towards his children. 

For the continuance of the great love and goodness of the 
Lord God to us^ as a people^ and^ that his eye and divine hand 
has been over this assembly for good to all ; let us all bless and 
praise his worthy name and power; and serve Him in true 
humility and thankfulness, and one another in love, that the 
God of peace may for ever be with us. 

Signed by appointment of this meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 



EPISTLE, 1708, 
Of our Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjouk^jment, 

From the 24th to the 28th of the Third Month, 1708. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings ofFr%end$ and Brethren 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In the tender love of our heavenly Father, which we have in 
his dear Son, Christ Jesus, we salute you ; earnestly desiring, 
that he, who is the Father and fountain of all our mercies and 
consolations, may thoroughly sanctify the hearts of all his 
people, unto true and constant thankfulness and fedthfulness for 
all his rich mercies, blessings, and privileges., continued unto us, 
as his peculiar people, until this day. 

And, dear Friends, as the Lord has been exceeding good and 
gracious to us> in this our solemn meeting, by favouring us with 
his divine power and presence, to the opening of the hearts of 
Friends in love to Him, and one to another ; and therein brought 
an holy fear and godly concern upon us, for the exaltation of 
his name and truth in the earth ; we, in that love, recommend 
to you the foUowing accounts and advices. 

The sufferings that our Friends in Great Britain now remain 
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nnder^ are mostly on account of tithes, and partly those called 
church-rates ; for which (according to the accounts now brought 
in), there hath been taken from Friends to the value of about 
four thousand pounds : and there remain yet prisoners twenty- 
seven Friends on those accounts^ notwithstanding some have 
been discharged. 

We have (by Friends that are come from the several Quarterly 
Meetings in England^ &c.) received divers good accounts of the 
prosperity of truth, the love and imity amongst Friends^ and 
of openness in the hearts of people in many places^ to hear and 
receive truth^s testimony ; and that many are convinced. 

The like good accounts we have also received, as well by the 
verbal relations of our dear friends John FothergiU and 
William Armitstead (who have lately travelled in the service of 
truth, in most parts of America, where Friends are), as by 
epistles from Friends in Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
New England, Long-Island, East and West Jerseys, Penn- 
sylvania, and Antigua ; which accounts were very comfortable 
and refreshing to this meeting. 

And, dear friends, brethren, and sisters in Christ, we desire 
your godly care for the due education and safety of your 
children, within the bounds and limits of truth, in all respects, 
may be continued and increased among you ; and, that parents 
be exemplary to their children, in keeping out of the vain 
fashions, customs, and pride of the world, by adorning them- 
selves modestly, and in plainness, according to the simplicity of 
truth received by us in the beginning. And, that you may be 
carefully and zealously concerned for our ancient Christian testi- 
mony against mixed marriages, that none of your chUdren may 
be corrupted and alienated from truth thereby. 

And, to prevent the great scandal and reproach which any 
professing truth may bring on it, by breaking in other men's 
debts ; we remind you to exercise a godly care therein (as much 
as in you lies), by giving timely caution to any such, as either 
break their promises, or delay payment of their just debts, or 
otherwise render themselves suspected. 

And, forasmuch as some persons, who, by their ill conduct, 
have justly deserved, and come under the censure of the meet- 
ings to which they belong, have thought to get from under the 
weight of that judgment, by signing a paper of condemnation, 
and thereby suppose themselves discharged; it is therefore 
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recommended to Friends^ consideration, that ttey he careful not 
to admit such persons too early into fellowship (or to give them 
cause to think they are accepted,) before the meeting or meetings 
f are satisfied in their repentance and amendment, notwithstanding 

such paper be given. 

And, in that a godly care is growing among Friends in many 
places, that all things which are unsavoury and hurtful might be 
removed; that so all that profess the precious truth with us, 
may come up together in the good order of the gospel ; for the 
furthering of which, and encouraging thereunto, it is recom- 
mended, that weighty and sensible Friends of unblameable 
conversations be chosen, in the wisdom of God, to visit the 
families of Friends in his love ; who are desired to advise or ad- 
monish in the peaceable spirit of truth, as occasion may be seen. 

And, now to conclude, it is earnestly desired and advised, in 
the love of Christ, that all Friends, everywhere, labour for unity 
and peace ; and that love and good works may be maintained 
among us, and union and concord in the Holy Spirit increased, 
and our good constitution and order upheld in aU the churches of 
Christ ; that in Him (our ancient foundation) all his people may 
be fitly framed, united, and knit together, and grow up to an 
holy temple in the Lord, that he may delight to do us good, and 
to dwell among us for ever ; to whom be everlasting praise aud 
dominion for evermore. To whose divine protection we heartily 
recommend and commit you ; and remain. 

Your friends and brethren. 
Signed on behalf of the said meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1709. 
From our Yearly Meeting, held in London, 

From the 13th to the 18th of the Fourth Month, 1709. 

To the ' Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friend^ in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

Dear and truly beloved Priends and Brethren, 
In the tender love of Christ Jesus our Lord, this meeting 
salutes you. The continuance of the great love and tender 
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mercies of the Lord our God to us^ as his peculiar people, calls 
for faithfulness, tm^ humility, and thankful hearts on our parts 
to Him, with sincere love and fervent charity among ourselves ; 
in which we pray God his people may be preserved and prosper, 
to his eternal glory and praise. 

In this our solemn assembly, the Lord has not been wanting 
to favour us with his blessed presence and counsel, tending to the 
increase of love and Christian society among us, who are thereby 
concerned for his name and truth, that the same may be exalted 
and prosper in his whole heritage, and in all the earth ; and, in 
true love, the following accounts and advices are recommended 
to you. 

Dear Priends, 

It was matter of great comfort to us, to have so many sensible 
accounts as we have had of the prosperity of the blessed truth, 
and work of the Lord ; and, generally, of the love, unity and 
peace in the Church of Christ, both by epistles from remote and 
foreign parts (as, not only from Wales, Scotland, and Ireland^ 
but also from divers parts in America ; as particularly, Jamaica, 
Bhode-Island, Long-Island, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and the! 
Jerseys), and also by the many weighty accounts given by 
Friends from their respective counties, and from Holland and 
Germany. 

The account of Friends^ sufferings brought in since the last 
Yearly Meeting, amounts to £4,440, and upwards ; chiefly upon 
the account of tithes, and partly for church-rates, so called. 

There are twenty-three prisoners discharged since last Yearly 
Meeting, most of them by the Queen^s late act of grace ; and 
there are about sixteen still remaining prisoners; divers of 
which, we expect, will be shortly released, by virtue of the 
aforesaid act. 

And it is desired, that as soon as any more Friends shall be 
discharged in any county, care be taken speedily to send up 
their names to the Meeting for Sufferings in London. 

And, dear Friends, we hereby let you know, that the last 
general collection, made seven years ago, has been some time since 
wholly expended in the services of truth, for which it was made. 
And, therefore, we hold it very necessary now to recommend 
unto you,, that a general and free contribution be made in the 
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several meetings of our Friends in every county^ to be employed 
in the service of truth: and, that what shall be thereupon 
edlected be sent up^ with as much convenient speed as may be^ 
to our friends John Wilcox, Jos. Toovey, Tho. Bond^ Peter 
Bowe% William Chamberlain,, and Richard Grafton, or some q£ 
them. 

We hope we need not put you in mind, that truth leads aU,< 
who faithfully follow it, to do right and justice to all, and not 
to de&atid or wrong any, in any way of commerce, trade, trust, 
or dealing ; much less to put any abuse on the Government, by 
endeavouring to' diminish any of the customs, excise, ox any 
other public civil dues. Yet, if any, going under our profession, 
should happen to be so far tempted^ through covetousness, and 
the love of unrighteous gain, as to be drawn into any such evil, 
we desire you will deal with such perscms, to make them sensible 
of such corrupt and pernicious practices ; that our holy pro* 
fession may not be blemished thereby, nor any offence given, 
or injury done, by being c^ncemed in prohibited goods, or 
wrecks unrighteously taken away &om the just ownersv 

And, dear friends, brethren, and sisters in Christ, who are 
heads of families, and especially such who are elders in tiie 
Church of Christ, be all diligent and careful to watch over the 
young generation; that sobriety, plainness and virtue, may be 
encouraged and promoted, and exemplarUy recommended by 
you to them ; that the liberty too many of our youth take, in 
following the fashions and customs of the world, which tend to 
the dishonour and reproach of the testimony of the blessed truth, 
mskj be discouraged, and such as are found in the same dealt 
with, in the fear, wisdom, and love of God> that they may be 
won and brought into humility and subjection to the Lord and 
his truth. 

And, let tiie aged remember, and the youth know, that, when 
apparent signs of the plague of leprosy appeared on the walls 
in the houses of Israel, it was the care of the priests under the 
law, to have the houses cleansed, and the lepers' also. And 
surely Christ's priesthood should not fall short of their care,, to 
endeavour to stop and remove the manifest tokens of the leprosy 
of the great sin of pride, and all superfluity of naughtiness. 
And, iiierefore, let all concerned be earnestly stirred up to 
sincere obedience to the light of Christ, our great High-priest ; 
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that he may cleanse the hearts and houses of that growing 
plague, which tends to the ruin of families and posterity. 

And further, that nothing may be wanting in Friends^ care 
towards their children, let all be concerned to see that they do 
not only watch over them for good, but that they also rule over 
them in the fear of the Lord ; and none, in the fondness of 
affection, lose the authority wherein the Lord has set them for 
their children's preservation. And, let all be examples to them, 
in wisdom, moderation, and plainness in language and habit ; 
and not examples only, but also to restrain them from any thing' 
that might be their hurt, either inwardly, or outwardly ; neither 
providing for them costly and gaudy attire unbecoming godli- 
ness, nor letting them have money to gratify themselves 
therein. 

We recommend it as an incumbent duty on Friends, to cause 
them to be frequent in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in 
observing to them the examples of such children as, in Scripture, 
are recorded to have early learned the fear of the Lord, and 
hearkened to his counsel; instructing them in the fear and 
dread of the Lord, planting impressions upon their spirits of 
reverence towards God, from whom they have their daily support; 
shewing them they ought not to offend Him, but love, serve, 
and honour Him, in whose hands all blessings are. And, as their 
hearts are seasoned with truth, and made good, good fruits, 
agreeable to truth, will appear, to the honour of God, and the 
comfort of their tender parents ; who ought to watch over them, 
that they be not careless of going to meetings, where the Lord^s 
power hath often broke in upon children, and given them early 
tokens of his future favour : for hereby, he hath brought maoy 
to know the God of their fathers, and the hearts of many have 
been inclined sincerely to desire that he might be their God 
also, and their guide all the days of their lives. And, it hath 
heen comfortable to many, to wait upon the Lord with them in 
their private families, to feel the divine power break in upon 
them, that they may know the Lord for themselves, and knowing 
him, serve him. 

And, where Friends want ability in the world, their Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings are desired to assist them; that the 
children of the poor may have due help of education, instruc- 
tion, and necessary learning : and, that children (both of rich 
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and poor) may be early provided with industrious employments^ 
that they may not grow up in idleness, looseness, and vice; but 
that/ being thus seasoned with the truths sanctified of God, and 
taught our holy self-denying way, they may appear a reputation 
to our holy profession, the comfort of their honest parents, 
instrumental to the glory of God, and the good of the genera- 
tion coming on. 

Dear Fbiends and Brethren, 

We hope you are not insensible, that it is only divine wisdom 
from above that truly qualifies faithful elders for helps in 
government and good order in the church of Christ, our glorious 
Lord and excellent pattern: who has given us of his Spirit, and 
left us an example of love, humility, and meekness. Wherefore 
in his light and spirit of wisdom it is safe, and becomes us all 
to wait, his power daily to feel ; that all things may be managed 
and done therein, even in the name, spirit, and power, of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that he may be all in 
all, in all his members, both men and women : and in his name, 
power and authority, all to stand witnesses for Him, against all 
iniquity^ pride, and covetousness, which is idolatry ; and against 
sowing discord, divisions, strife and contention, which cometh 
by pride ; let it be shut out of the Lord^s camp for ever, and 
that spirit that lusteth after it. Yet be tender to every tender 
plant in the Lord^s heritage, and let not the bruised reed be 
broken ; but let mercy and compassion flow through you, in the 
bowels of Christ Jesus, to all that are truly and tenderly affected 
towards him, for their encouragement, growth, and prosperity 
in the blessed truth. 

To avoid repeating too many things heretofore recommended. 
Friends are hereby desired to put in practice the former advices 
relating to truth^s testimonies, in the several branches thereof; 
and particularly that advice of the Yearly Meeting epistle in 
the year 1693. 

Oh ! Sion, let thy King reign and prosper ; that peace may 
be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces; and 
shine forth in the beauty of holiness, in thy beautiful garments, 
wherewith thy Heavenly King arrays thee, and will adorn all 
thy faithful children. 

We tenderly conclude in the words of the holy apostle : 



126 EPISTLES FKOM THE [1710. 

^' Peace be to the bret^ren^ and lofre^ with faitii from God the 
Father^ and the Lord Jesus Christ/^ 

'^ Grace be with all them that love onr Lord Jesos Chrii^ in 
sincerity. Amen/' 

Signed by order of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Benjamin Beauno. 



EPISTLE, 1710. 
Fbom oue Teaely Meeting, held in London, 

From the 29th of the Third Month, to the 3rd of the Fourth Month, 1710. 

To the Quarterly and. Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

* 
Beloved Feiends and Brethren, 

We tenderly salute yon in the love of onr Lord Jesus Christ ; 
heartily desiring the increase of sincere love, union, and concord 
among you, and in all the churches of Christ ; that the true 
comfort thereof may be continued with you all; so tbsi the God 
of love and peace may be with you unto the end. 

In this our great solemnity, humbly attending upon the Lord, 
he hath favoured us with his living presence and ancient power ; 
to the opening many hearts and understandings, the more to 
prepare them to serve him and his church in true love ; wherein 
the following particulars are recommended to you; and the 
more briefly, as being a sensible intelligent people, obliged 
faithfully to serve the Lord our God, and his people, in your 
day and age. 

By Friends, who came from the several Quarterly Meetings 
in England and Wales, and from Scotland and Ireland, and by 
epistles from our brethren of Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
Philadelphia in Pennsylvania, and the Jerseys, Maryland, West 
Eiver, Virginia, North Carolina, and Flushing upon Long* 
Island, we have good accounts of truth^s prosperity, and Friends' 
feUowship one with another therein. 

The sufferings that our Friends in England and Wales at 
present remain under, are chiefly for our ancient testimony 
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against tithes^ and partly those called church-rates. And^ 
according to the accounts brought in from Friends of the several 
counties, there hath been taken from Friends above the value 
of five thousand pounds. There are about twelve, at present, 
prisoners, notwithstanding thirteen have been discharged since 
the last account, mostly by the Queen's act of grace. 

Our Christian testimony and caution has been so often already 
given against that antichristian yoke, whereby many suffer, that 
we do not think it necessary to be always repeating the same ; 
for we hope we write unto a living and sensible people, to whom 
the Lord hath given an understanding heart, endued with 
Christian care to keep to truth^s testimony, in all respects, in 
behalf of Christ, his everlasting priesthood, kingdom, and 
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government. And, that this meeting's former counsel in this 
respect be not omitted, we refer to the advice given in the 
year 1706. 

We doubt not but antichrist's kingdom must come down ; and 
the more faithful Friends are, keeping in the unity of the Spirit 
and bond of peace, the more they will see the gospel, the power 
and kingdom of Christ, prevailing; and he will plead theii* 
cause against the persecuting spirit of antichrist and Babylon. 

Considering the great suffering that hath been brought upon 
truth and faithful Friends, by divers professing truth amongst 
us, breaking their words, promises and obligations, to the great 
injury of others, by not paying their just d^bts in due time ; 
and the sad consequences thereof, and reproaches brought 
thereby, notwithstanding our great care, and many warnings 
given for prevention thereof; which being too many to recite 
here, we refer you to the advice* formerly given by our ancient 
Friend and brother G. F., to shopkeepers, merchants, factors, 
or any other Friends ; which this meeting hath thought proper 
to recommend unto you in print, and advise that it be read in 
your Quarterly and Monthly Meetings as you may see occasion^ 
at least once a year. 

A tender and weighty concern has been upon our assembly, 
as formerly, for the good education of our Friends* children in 
the light and way of truth, in humility and the fear of the Lord 
our God, that he may be the guide of our youth unto his 
heavenly kingdom. This great concern being also more fully 

♦ Epistle of Caution to Traders. 
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intimated in our last Yearly Meeting epistle, we refer thereto. 
The Lord knows we would not have any of our dear Friends' 
children (who are natural branches of a good stock) degenerate 
&oni that good seed and tender plant that he has sown and 
planted in them; nor corrupted from truth's simplicity or 
innocency, by the society or ill examples of any other children ; 
which Friends who are parents, should take timely care to 
prevent. 

We also advise, that a due care be upon all parents, and 
guardians of children and youth, to watch over them, and 
tenderly to exhort theiA to seek the Lord in that weighty affair 
of marriage, and to wait upon Him in the light for counsel, and 
the direction of his Holy Spirit, in that great concern, that his 
blessing may be upon them : in order to 'which, let none make 
the earth and the world the ground of their choice ; for that 
will not procure the blessing, but the contrary ; and will grieve 
the Lord, may spoil families, and bring an exercise on the 
church of Christ. 

We also esteem it very necessary and requisite, that young 
convinced and well inclined persons and Friends be early visited 
in the love of God by faithful Friends, for their encouragement, 
help, and furtherance in the truth. And, that the Christian 
duty of visiting the sick be timely remembered and practised ; it 
having often left comfort, ease, and sweetness upon the spirits 
of many, to their very end. — Also, to be careful in due time to 
take the weighty testimonies of dying Friends. 

Lastly, in the dear love and tender bowels of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we recommend you to his wisdom and guidance in all 
your weighty and necessary concerns in his church ; and, that 
your conversation may be, in all things, as becometh the gospel, 
holy and unblameable, to his glory and honour, and your ever- 
lasting peace. 

We conclude with this ancient Christian advice, " That ye 
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the 
faith of the gospel." Phil. i. 27. Watching over yourselves, 
your families, and one another, in the fear and love of God ; 
that by his heavenly power you may be preserved to his heavenly 
kingdom.— The Lord be with you all. Amen. 

Signed on behalf of this said meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 
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EPISTLE, 1711. 

From our Yearly Meeting, held in London, 

From the 21st of the Third Month to the 26th of the same, 1711. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

Beloved Friends, 

In true and tender love in our Lord Jesus Christ is our re- 
newed salutation unto you ; blessing our most gracious God for 
the continuance of his goodness and manifold mercies unto us ; 
and heartily desiring your preservation and prosperity in his dear 
Son Jesus Christ, in all things, to his glory, and your peace and 
comfort, in the faithful discharge of the Christian care and 
trust the Lord hath committed to you, in order to promote and 
maintain gospel order in the churches of Christ. 

This epistle is recommended to your tender notice, as being 
a living and sensible people. 

The many accounts we had from the respective counties in 
England and Wales, of truth's prosperity (importing the en- 
larging of the sanctuary of the Lord, and preparing many people 
for himself; and especially of love, union, and good order 
among Friends), were very acceptable and comfortable to this 
our solemn assembly : knowing that, where charity is put on, 
and love abounds, there is the principal comfort of our Christian 
and holy society. 

It was also matter of joy, to hear from divers parts of the 
Lord's merciful visitation taking hold of some of our young 
generation, and bowing their souls before him; who deserve 
your Christian notice, and tender care, for their help and 
encouragement in the love of the truth : for it is the hearty 
travail of Friends, that we may see more of that blessed work 
upon the youth among us. But, on the other hand, we are 
sorrowfuUy affected, because of those whose love to pride, and 
other vanities of the world, is too apparent, by their declining 
the humble, meek, and self-denying example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. ♦ 

We likewise have received good accounts, as well by the 
verbal relations of some public Friends (who have travelled in 

K 



130 EPISTIJBS FROM THE [1711. 

the service of truth in Holland^ and divers other eastern countries, 
and in most of the English provinces on the main land of 
America), as by epistles from Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Fries- 
land, Frederickstadt, Maryland, Virginia, Long-Island, Rhode- 
Island, Pennsylvania, and the two Jerseys; which accounts 
were very acceptable and refreshing to the meeting. 

The sufferings our Friends are under at present, are mostly 
for their testimonies against the payment of tithes, and those 
called church-rates ; for which, by the accounts now brought up 
from the several counties in England and Wales, it appears 
there has been taken from Friends to the value of five thousand 
pounds and upwards, since the last account ; and that there are 
twelve prisoners for the same, notwithstanding eight have been 
discharged since last year. 

And now, dear friends, we tenderly advise you all to keep to» 
the Lord^s power, and wait for his wisdom in all your meetings; 
so will your own spirits be kept in subjection to his, and you 
will be clothed with the meek spirit of the Lamb, in which you 
will be tender of the Lord^s glory, and of one another, watching 
over the flock of Christ in meekness of wisdom ; so will you have 
a clear discerning between them that serve God, and them that 
serve him not ; and have dominion over every perverse unruly 
spirit, and place judgment upon it, and thereby keep it otEt from, 
among you. 

And we beseech you to keep to the truth as it is in Jesus; 
holding Him your heavenly Head in all things, who is the author 
of our salvation ; for which end the Father gave him ; to whom^ 
for all his manifold mercies^ through his beloved Son, the im- 
maculate Lamb, be all honour, glory, and praise, with love, fear, 
service, reverence, and obedience, world without end. 

So, with rery dear and tender love in our blessed Lord Jesus^ 
Christ, we conclude with this ancient apo6toUcal comtsel, 
'^ Above all things put on charity (that ia love), which is the 
bond of perfectnesa ; and let the peace of God rule in your 
heart9 ; to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful/' Col. iii. 14, 15. 

Hoping the Lord in mercy wiU give Friends an opportunity 
to meet fit the usual time next year ; it is desired, that such 
Friends a» may be sent to our Yearly Meeting, from the re- 
spective Quarterly Meetings, may be well approved, and known 
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to be of imblameable conyersations^ walking in love and unity 
with Friend£(. 

Signed on behalf of the Yearly Meetings by 

Benjamin Scaling. 



EPISTLE, 1712. 

Pbom our Yearly Meeting in London, held by several 

Adjournments, 

From the 9th to tihe 20tib of the Fourth Mbnth, 1712. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and 
Brethren in Great Britain^ and elsewhere. 

Dear and tenderly beloved friends and brethren in Christ 
Jesnd, to whom the salutation of true love is extended, we humbly 
beseech our Heavenly Father, th^t grace, love, and peace may 
be multiplied unto you> through his dear Son Jesus Christ ; and 
that, in Him, we all may enjoy fervent love, comfort, peace, and 
ccmcord among ourselves, and that the same may abound more 
and more in all the dhurches of Christ throughout the whole 
world, unto the glory of our Gt>d, and perfection of Sion'a 
beauty; for which it appears gireatly necessary for us all, humbly 
and earnestly^ to present our requests and supplications con- 
stantly unto Him, who is the great repairer of breaches, and 
restorer of paths to dwell in. The day calls for such an universal 
and deep travail of soul among us all, that the Lord our God 
may cast his skirt over us, and hide and preserve us under the 
dbadow of his wing. 

We have had this year comfortable accounts of truth's pro- 
sperity, love and unity among brethren, and divers convinced of 
the blessed truth, in several parts of Great Britain and Ireland. 

And, by epistles received firom several English colonies in 
America; and also from some eastern countries, as Holstein, 
Hc^and, and Friesland ; we understand that Friends are pre- 
served in brotherly love; and thai sober people do, at times, 
resort to Friendsr' meetings. 

The sufferings of Friends this year, according to accounts 
brought in, having been mostly for tithes, and those called 
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church-rates^ amount to the sum of five thousand three hundred 
and seventy pounds^ and upwards^ in that part of Great Britain 
called England and Wales. 

There have been discharged this year five prisoners; and 
there are continued eleven prisoners^ chiefly by Exchequer 
process^ upon suits for tithes. 

And^ Friends, as we are taught by the grace of God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; and, that our moderation in all things may 
appear before all men; let all Friends concerned in and about 
marriages, keep within the bounds of truth, sobriety, and 
temperance, and be examples thereof; that whether they eat or 
drink, or whatever else they do, it may be to the glory of God. 
, And, as the truth is the foundation of right fellowship with 
God, and communion one with another, we exhort all such as 
are professors of it, faithfully to obey the same, in keeping to 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the several testi- 
monies thereof; so that non,e may despise the day of small 
things, nor turn aside from the plainness, simplicity, and life of 
the truth, into the words, ways, customs, and fashions of the 
world, which are vain, and will perish with using (God having 
redeemed his people out of the same, through his righteous 
judgments in their inward parts) ; knowing that whatever hath 
been condemned and overturned thereby, is never to be built up 
again, by any that are lovers of the truth as it is in Jesus. 

We also exhort all parents of children, to be very careful to 
educate and train them up in the fear of God, and knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, according to the Holy 
Scriptures, and be good examples to them in all things, as 
becomes men and women professing godliness, that good foot- 
steps may be left by us to future generations ; which may be 
helpful to the preservation of those that succeed us in the right 
way of the Lord. 

And, we pray, let no seeds of discord, strife, or contention, 
be sown or received by any of us in the church, to the disturb- 
ance thereof. And, let all be careful to walk inoffensively 
towards the Government under which we live. 

So, dear friends and brethren, let us all be tender of the 
glory of God, and the honour of his holy name and truth, 
professed among us, and follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
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without which none shall see the Lord ; and (as he hath taught 
us) have salt in ourselves^ and be at peace one with another, that 
the God of love and peace may continue his presence with us to 
the end of our days ; that we may all approve ourselves true 
and faithful servants unto our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ; to whom, with the Father, be glory and dominion for 
ever. 

Signed on behalf of the said meeting, by 

Benjamin BEAUNe. 



EPISTLE, 1713. 

Peom our Yearly Meeting in London, held by 

Adjournments, 

From the 26th of the Third Month, 1713, to the 9th of the Fourth Month 

following. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

in Great Britain and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

The salutation of love in the Lord Jesus Christ, our peaceable 
Saviour, and blessed Mediator, is extended unto you ; heartily 
wishing, that grace, mercy, and peace may abound among us 
all, and in all the churches of Christ everywhere, that the spring 
of life and sincere love may yet arise and flow through all, for 
perfect unity of spirit, in the bond of true lasting peace and 
concord. 

Great travail and endeavours have been on the spirits of many 
faithful Friends, in this our annual assembly, for the continuance 
and increase of primitive love, and comfortable fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit j which we hope the Lord will graciously answer, as 
we all wait upon him in deep humiliation, contrition of heart, 
and earnest supplication, which the present day and heavy 
exercises call for. 

And, we earnestly beseech all friends and brethren, diligently 
to watch and wait in faith and patience, in the light of the Lord, 
against our grand adversary, the sower of strife, discord and 
divisions, the old accuser of the brethren; that he may not 
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prevail^ to bring his evil and destructive designs to pass in Gk)d^9 
heritage. 

And, we desire and adidse, that all Friends be tenderly 
careful, that such who are weak in the faith^ or young-convinced, 
be received; but not to doubtful disputations. And, all keep 
to, and attend upon, the gospel of peace, in an humble Christian 
spirit ; which will tend to the peace, union, and good order of 
the churches of Christ ; for which end and purpose the Lord 
govern all his servants and ministers with his divine and peace- 
able wisdom, therein to be such good and Christian examples of 
the believers, as mentioned 1 Tim. iv. 12. 

And, as concerning the education of Friends' children, the 
keeping up of First-day, and other week-day meetings, together 
with the divers branches of our testimony relating to tithes, 
and other sufferings for truth's sake ; not being willing too often 
to repeat the same things, we recommend to your serious and 
weighty consideration, the several advices heretofore given in 
our former Yearly Meeting epistles, that the same may be duly 
recommended by the Quarterly Meetings, to the several Monthly 
and particular meetings, in order to the further observance and 
practice thereof; as particularly those epistles in the years 1688, 
1692, 1706, &c. 

And, dear friends, the Friends of this meeting, to whom the 
inspection of the accounts was referred, make report, that having 
perused the books and the accounts relating to Friends, they 
find the stock near expended : whereupon this meeting thinks 
it necessary now to recommend unto you, that a general and 
free contribution be made in the several n^eetings of our friends 
in every county ; and, that what shall be thereupon collected, be 
sent up to the correspondents of the several counties, in order 
to be paid to William Wragg, Jonathan Scarth, Anthony 
Neat, Andrew Pitt, John Turner, and John Constantino, ^ome, 
or any of them, 

We have received sundry good accounts from several counties 
in England and Wales; as ^so the like from Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Rhode-Island, Holland, Friesland, and Ireland, con" 
cerning the prosperity of truth, and unity of Friends in many 
places : and also from Scotli^nd^ tbs^t^ in some parts thereof, 
there was an openness to receive the testimony of truth; and 
likewise at Fr^dericksti^dt, notwithstanding the great oppression 
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«nd impoverishment by the armies^ yet they have enjoyed their 
meetings peaceably. 

The whole of Friends' sufferings this year, in England and 
Wales, amounts to four thousand seven hundred pounds, and 
upwards; chiefly on account of tithes. And, we desire all 
Friends may be faithful in this our ancient testimony, and care- 
ful in recording their sufferings for the same, pursuant to former 
advices. There have been two prisoners discharged since last 
year, two died prisoners, and eight continued prisoners^ 

Finally, dear and well-beloved friends and brethren, farewell in 
our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; labour to promote 
love ; live in peace, that the God of peace may be with you. Amen. 
Signed on behalf of the said meeting, by 



EPISTLE, 1714. 
From the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

Frpm the 17th of the Third Month, to the 27th of the same moalh, 

1714. 

To the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Beloved Friends and Brethren, 

The salutation of sincere love, in our blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, freely reaches unto you ; we heartily wishing grace, 
love and peace in Him, may be increased and multiplied unto 
you all, even to all the churches of Christ, that the peace of 
God may rule in all your hearts, whereunto you are called in 
one body ; even by that one eternal Spirit of life and love, whereby 
we have been gathered and preserved to be a people to this day : 
blessed be God, the Father and fountain of all our mercies, for 
evermore. 

There remains a weighty obligation upon us, and the Lord^s 
whole heritage, to deep humiliation, and fervent supplication, 
and travail of soul to Almighty God, that he may increase uni- 
versal charity, peace and concord among us, and the whole church 
of Christ. Humbly hoping, that he would graciously please to 
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bring his people into such nearness of spirit and mutual under- 
standings that love and peace may increase more and more 
among us. 

It was very satisfactory to this meetings to receive an account 
from brethren of the morning meetings held the same day that 
this our Yearly Meeting began^ that they were comfortably 
attended with the reviving presence and counsel of the Lord 
eur God^ whose name was and is near us. And^ in the public 
meetings of business^ we had refreshing seasons^ as the Lord 
was waited upon in stillness ; and counsel was quietly heard. 

Sundry epistles from places abroad^ as Long-Island^ North 
Carolina^ Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Bhode-Island, 
Holland, Frederickstadt, and also from some places nearer home^ 
as Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, were read in this our meeting, 
expressing, in divers of them, how peaceably, lovingly, and com- 
fortably, their affairs relating to truth were carried on and 
managed ; wherein their good example is commendable : men- 
tioning also the Lord's largely manifesting his presence in their 
Yearly and other meetings. 

When any Friend, or Friends, remove to any of the planta- 
tions in America, or other parts, it is advised, that their going 
be with consent of the Monthly Meetings whereto they belong ; 
and that they take a certificate of their conversation and unity 
with Friends ; and, if single persoQS, of their clearness respecting 
marriage ; and if they have parents living, that the parents do 
signify their minds relating thereunto to some particular Friends, 
or to some meeting, in the country whereto they go. 

The sufferings of Friends this year, by the accounts brought 
in from England and Wales, do amount unto four thousand four 
hundred and sixty pounds, and upwards ; mostly on account of 
tithes. There have been five Friends discharged from their im- 
prisonments on truth^s account since last year ; notwithstanding 
there do still remain nine Friends prisoners, mostly upon account 
of tithes. 

It is recommended, that Friends take care that those who are 
desired and appointed to come up to Yearly Meetings, may be 
men fearing God, of good conversations, of weighty spirits, 
prudent and sincere, and well acquainted with the affairs of 
truth at home. 

To conclude, dear and well-beloved friends, farewell in our 
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blessed Lord^ the prince of life and peace ; still labour to pro. 
yoke one another to love and good works ; have salt in yourselves 
(even that of the everlasting covenant) and be at peace one with 
another. Dwell in humility, and walk in the meek and tender 
spirit of our great Mediator towards one another ; and strive 
not, out be gentle towards all men ; — ^it is the Lamb shall have 
the victory. 

There seems at present to hang over us a cloud threatening 
a storm. Let us all watch and pray, and retire to our munition 
and stronghold in our spiritual rock and foundation, which 
standeth sure ; that our God may defend, help and bless us, as 
his peculiar people, to the end of our days and time here, and 
the full fruition of the heavenly kingdom and glory hereafter. 
The God of peace bruise Satan, the author of strife and con- 
fusion, under our feet ; that primitive love and concord 
may be renewed, and fully restored among his people. 
Signed on behalf of the said Yearly Meeting, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1715. 
Feom the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 6th of the Fourth Month, to the 13th of the same, 1715. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, and elsewhere, greeting, in the love of our Heavenly 
Father. 

The salutation of our ancient and fervent love, in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, being freely extended unto you, our earnest breath- 
ings, travail and supplication in Him are, that sincere love, and 
settled peace, with all divine and Christian virtues, may be in- 
creased and multiplied unto you, and to us all : and, that as we 
are called in one body to enjoy that peace and comfort of love 
in the Spirit of life, wherein we have been gathered and pre- 
served to be a people to this day, and chosen out of the world, 
and the corruptions of it ; so we might all be psirtakers of the 
divine nature in Christ Jesus, and of all spiritual blessings in 
Him, to whom the kingdom^ dominion, and government belong 
for ever. 

There still remains a weighty concern upon us, for the whole 
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isburcli to labour and travail in deep humility, self-denial^ and 
fervent supplication to the God and Father of all our mercies^ 
that we be at peace among ourselves, and follow those things 
which make for peace and concord in all the churches of Christ ; 
whereby we may enjoy consolation in him, and the com&ji; of 
true love. For this end be very watchful against the contrary 
spirit and work of division, that there may not be any breach, 
schism, or discord amongst us. The Lord is one, and his name, 
power, and spirit one, and he hath called us to be one, in charity, 
in principle, and in practice. Let us all therefore diligently 
follow asid pursue the same, according to the degrees of that 
divine grace, wisdom and understanding, given us of God, through 
the dear Son of his love, Jesus Christ our only Mediator. Andj 
let us aU diligently follow Him, and his example, in his divine 
light and spirit, wherein Satan (the adversary, the devil, the 
murderer, and divider) hath no place ; that the power of Christ 
Jesus, in whom the prince of the world hath nothing, may reign 
over all for ever ; to whose name and power every knee must 
bow, and tongue confess. We pray God that Friends every 
where may truly reverence his name and power, and be mindful 
of his kingdom and government over all. 

In this our annual assembly, our God hath been near to help 
and counsel us, as in humility and the meekness of wisdom we 
have been willing to attend upon Him ; who, in his goodness, 
hath graciously shined upon this, our great solemnity, and 
brought many into more amity and love, and to better under- 
standing and nearness in spirit, than for some time past. 
Blessed be the God of love and peace, for all his kindnesses and 
favours towards us. 

We think it meet, as usual, to impart unto you the most 
material accounts, passages and counsels, relating to the concerns 
of truth, good order and peace in the churches of Christ, neces- 
sary at this time : which are as follow. 

By those Friends who came up to this meeting from the 
several counties of England and Wales, as also from Scotland 
and Ireland, as well as by divers epistles from foreign parts ; viz., 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, East and West Jersey, Long-Island, 
Khode-Island, Holland, and Frederickstadt, and likewise &om 
some faithful friends and brethren, who lately have travelled 
in truth's service in divers parts of America; we have good and 
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45omfbrtablc accounts of the prosperity of truth, of the unity 
there is generally among Friends, and the great readiness and 
openness in many places, hoth in England and foreign parts, to 
hear the testimony of the gospel declared unto them. 

The sufferings of Friends, brought in this year from England 
and Wales, do amount unto four thousand nine hundred pounds 
and upwards, for tithes, and those called church-rates, &c*, but 
chiefly on account of the former. 

We understand also, that although, since last Yearly Meeting, 
nine Friends hare been discharged from imprisonment, there yet 
remain nine Friends, prisoners in divers parts of England, mostly 
on account of tithes ; and one Friend hath died a prisoner. 

A tender concern being upon the spirits of many brethren, 
for the keeping up our ancient testimonies in the truth against 
pride, and the vain fashions and customs of the world ; it ifi 
desired and advised, that Friends in all places (in the wisdom of 
God) endeavour to train up their children in the fear of the 
Lord, and be good examples to them, in keeping to the cross of 
Christ, both in plainness of habit and speech ; and, that none 
do countenance or connive at them, in going from the ancient 
simplicity of the truth, in which we have appeared as a people 
called of God, to bear testimony to his name ; nor make light 
of those testimonies, which, by our ancient Friends (who trod 
out the way before us) were borne through great perils and 
dangers, to the hazarding the lives and estates of many ; the 
weight of whose exercises remains fresh upon the minds of a 
remnant, to the stirring up of a godly zeal in them, against all 
false liberty, and sinful ease in the flesh, which is too apt to 
grow among some professing the same truth with us, in this our 
day, for want of due watchfulness and obedience to the light of 
Christ, and keeping low and humble before the Lord ; by reason 
whereof, many evils get in amongst us ; viss. Pride of apparel ; 
making of mixed marriages with persons of contrary judgment ; 
bowing, and giving flattering titles to men } the saying of ye or 
you to a single person ; and calling the days of the week, and 
the months, by heathen names, to the declining of truth's testi- 
mony, and giving occasion of stumbling to such as are seeking 
after the knowledge of the same, as it is in Jesus. These things 
are cause of sorrow of heart and trouble to the Israel of God ; 
yea, cause of great mourning; and call for humiliation and 
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amendment in the camp of God ; that every evil and hortfol 
thing being cast out^ truth may prevail^ and the professors 
thereof may stand faithfully against all snares and temptations; 
that the blessing of God, in which there is no sorrow^ may rest 
upon and abound in the whole church of Christ. 

And^ that our children may be preserved from the wiles of 
Satan^ as much as in us lies, let a godly care and concern be 
upon the minds of all parents to watch over them, with suppli- 
cations to the Lord, that they be not drawn away from the 
innocency, simplicity, and plainness of the way of truth ; and 
labour, in a sense of truth, to reach the witness in them, that 
they may feel in their own spirits a degree of fear and reverence 
towards God; and instruct them to follow his counsel, and 
obey his voice ; as the tribes of Israel were required of God, to 
teach his precepts diligently unto their children, Deut. vi. 7 : 
'^ And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up.'^ So be you concerned to acquaint them how 
the Lord led you from one degree of faithfulness to another, in 
a denial of the world^s corrupt ways, language and customs : 
which while we (in disobedience to Him) walked in, we could not 
enjoy true peace : but as we bore the cross, and bowed to his 
will, we had an evidence of acceptance with Him. And, be 
careful that none of you, by a neglect herein, become examples 
unto them to depart from the Scripture language^ wherein is 
true propriety of speech. 

And, let none exercise rule or government in the church, as 
elders or overseers, but such who are unblameable in conversation 
and example, free from covetousness, overreaching, oppression 
and extortion, &c., persons of good report, even among those 
who are without ; following those things so earnestly recom- 
mended by the holy apostles Paul and Peter. Philip, ii. 3 : 
"Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves." 
1 Pet. V. 2, 3 : '^ Feed the flock of God which is among you ; 
taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords over 
God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock." 

And, as the blessed truth we profess teachetb ns to do justly 
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unto all men, in all things ; even so, more especially, in a faithful 
subjection to the government, in all godliness and honesty; 
continuing to render unto the king what is his due, in taxes 
and customs payable to him according to law. 

The Lord our God, who, for the sake of his heritage, hath 
often heretofore rebuked and limited the raging waves of the 
sea, hath (blessed be his name) mercifully dispersed the cloud 
threatening a storm, which lately seemed to hang over us: 
which, together with the favour God hath given us in the eyes 
of the king and government, for the free enjoyment of our 
religious and civil liberties, calls for true thankfulness to Him. 

And, humbly to pray to Almighty God for the king, and 
those in authority, for his and their safety and defence, is 
certainly our Christian duty, as well as to walk inoflfensively, as 
a grateful people, towards them. 

Finally, dear friends and brethren, be careful to be at peace 
among yourselves ; to live in love and concord, and keep your 
meetings therein in the authority of that divine power, wherein 
they were first erected. 

And, the God of love and peace be with you all, and rule 
among you by the Spirit of his dear Son Christ Jesus. 
To whom the glory, the kingdom, and government over 
all, belong for ever. 
Signed in and on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, in 
London, the 13 th of the Fourth Month, 1715, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 



EPISTLE, 1716. 
From the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournments, 

From the 21st of the Third Month, to the 29th of the same, 1716. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 
Britain, and elsewhere ; Salutation in the Love of our God is 
freely extended and revealed, throuyh his dear Son Jesus Christ. 

Tenderly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We humbly beseech and supplicate our Heavenly Father, that 
sincere love and true peace may increase and abound more and 
more in all the churches of Christ and the whole family and 
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heritage of God, in this, and all other nations where his blessed 
work of restoration is begun ; knowing, that as these do increase 
and abound, through sincere obedience to the divine unction 
received from the Holy One, in and among us, there will be the 
less occasion for the frequent repetition or addition of Outward 
directions ; the royal law of lore being written in the heart. 

Deae Friends, 

We have very great cause to be humbly thankful to Almighty 
Ood for his many providences over us; and particularly fof 
being delivered from the great miseries and calamities with 
which these nations were threatened by the late rebellion. 

By the accounts received this year, the sufferings of Friends 
in England and Wales, are four thousand six hundred thirty 
pounds and upwards, chiefly on account of tithes and church- 
rates so called ; and that there are nineteen Friends now prisoners, 
and one deceased a prisoner since last year. 

We think meet to communicate to you, that we have received 
divers good and comfortable accounts at this meeting, as well 
by Friends come up from the several counties of England and 
Wales, as also by several epistles from Scotland, Ireland, Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, Rhode-Island, Amsterdam, Harlingen, and 
Frederickstadt, that Friends in general are preserved in love, 
and truth prospers in divers parts, and [that there is] an open- 
ness in the minds of people to hear truth^s testimony delivered 
in Friends' meetings, and some convincement. 

The consideration of which weighs with us, to recommend to 
our brethren a steady progress in the truth, and a prudent 
inoffensive conduct and demeanour one towards another in all 
respects; that no just offence may be given to any upon any 
account, according to former advices from this meeting, to 
which we refer ; and particularly to the matters contained in 
the minute of the last Yearly Meeting, for walking charitably 
and tenderly one towards another, and not judging one another 
in the case therein mentioned, recommended in writing to the 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings ; which minute we advise may 
be therein read, and entered in your meeting books, that the 
same may be effectually put in practice; and that report thereof 
be made to the next Yearly Meeting. 

Finally, dear friends, brethren, and sisters, all of you have 
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godly care of judging or contradicting one another in public 
meetings^ or showing any marks or signs of division therein^ 
among ministers or others ; that being of very pernicious con- 
sequence^ to bring blame or contempt upon the ministry^ and a 
great hurt to our youth and others. Wherefore all be very 
careful to show a good example of sobriety, gravity, and sincerity, 
sound doctrine and speech, that cannot be condemned ; giving 
no offence in anything, that the ministry may not in anywise be 
blamed; but all gainsayers be ashamed, and truth kept in 
dominion in all your solemnities. Our dear and worthy friend 
and brother George Fox hath given the like advice and caution 
more fully, in the collection of his epistles, folios 92 and 300, to 
which you are referred. 

And, for the sake of good order and Christian love one towards 
another in the church, as members one of another, the strong 
ought with compassion both to help and bear the infirmities of 
the weak. For we have weak brethren in the church ; towards 
whom our Lord Jesus Christ hath bowels of compassion, and in 
the spirit of love and meekness, would have them seasonably 
helped and strengthened by their elder and stronger brethren : 
as he hath been compassionate, and hath forgiven and helped 
them in times of need. 

And, that gospel order may be carefully maintained and 
followed, according to the precept and doctrine of Christ and 
his holy apostles, we recommend to your serious notice and ob- 
servation the following scriptures, viz. : — 

Matt, xviii. 15: '^ Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : 
if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother, &c." 
Ver. 16, 17; agreeably to the Mosaical law, in Leviticus 
xix. 17, 18: " Thou shalt not hate thy brother ia thine 
heart : thou shalt in anywise rebuke thy neighbour, and not 
suffer sin to lie upon him [or, as in the margin, ' that thou 
bear not sin for him'] . Thou shalt not avenge nor bear 
any grudge against the children of thy people ; but thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.'' 
Gal. vi. 1 : •* Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye, 
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.'^ 
James ▼. 19, 20 r " Brethren, if any of you do err from the 
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trath^ and one oonyert him ; let him know^ that he which 
conyerteth a sinner firom the error of his way^ shall saye a 
soul from death, and shaU hide a multitude of sins/' 

2 Cor. yi. 3, 4 : " Giying no offence in anj thing, that the 
ministry be not blamed ; but in all things approying onr- 
selyes as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflic- 
tions, &c" 

2 Tim. ii. 24, 25 : ''And the seryant of the Lord must not 
striye ; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient 
[or forbearing] ; in meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselyes ; if God, peradyenture, will giye them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth.'' 

Bom. xy. 5, 6 : " Now the God of patience and consolation 
grant you to be like-minded one toward another, according 
to [or after the example of] Christ Jesus; that ye may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify God, eyen the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

2 Thess. iii. 14, 15, 16 : " And if any man obey not our 
word by this epistle [i. e. of Paul's], note that man, and 
haye no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 
Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a 
brother." " Now the Lord of peace himself giye you peace 
always by aU means. The Lord be with you all." 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting in London, 
the 28th of the Third Month, 1716, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 



EPISTLE, 1717. 
Peom the Yeaely Meetino in London, held by Adjournment, 

From the 10th of the Fourth Month, to the 14th of the same indusiTey 

1717. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

OuB salutation in the love of Christ Jesns our blessed Lord 
is freely extended unto you ; whose tender care over, and mercy 
to, this our annual assembly, we do humbly and thankfully ac- 
knowledge in the Iotc, amity, tender condescension, and peace- 
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able procedure thereof^ with respect to the divine power and 
goodness of the Lord our Ood^ and the service of his church 
and people ; sincerely desiring the prosperity of his whole heri- 
tage^ even in all the churches of Christ among us^ in his dear 
love, unity and peace, to his eternal glory, and our universal com- 
fort and perpetual joy in the kingdom of the dear Son of God. 

We are truly comforted, in that we understand there is such 
a general concurrence and union among Priends with our 
former earnest desires and counsel for true and universal love, 
unity, peace, and good order, to be earnestly endeavoured and 
maintained among us, as a peculiar people, chosen of the Lord 
out of the world, to bear a faithful testimony to his holy name 
and truth, in all respects; and that all that is contrary be 
watched against and avoided (as strife, discord, contention), and 
disputes, tending to divisions, may be utterly suppressed and 
laid aside, as the light, and righteous judgment of truth require. 

Oh ! that all the churches and congregations of the faithful 
would be excited by the spirit of the dear Son of God, fervently 
to pray for the prosperity of his church and people throughout 
the world ; that Sion may more and more shine in the beauty 
of holiness, to the glory and praise of the King of Glory. 

The friends and brethren come up from the several Quarterly 
Meetings in this nation, have given a good account to this 
meeting of trutVs prosperity, and that Friends are generally in 
love and unity one with another. And by several epistles from 
Friends of North Carolina, Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Barbadoes, Holland, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, which have 
been read in this meeting ; as also, by verbal accounts, given by 
several Friends that have lately travelled in divers parts of 
America, and elsewhere ; we have received comfortable accounts 
of the state of truth and Friends in those parts ,- by which we 
are encouraged to hope truth prevails in many places, and a 
concern grows upon Friends for the prosperity thereof; and 
that there is an inclination in people to hear the truth declared. 

By the accounts brought up this year, we find that Friends^ 
sufferings in England and Wales amount to five thousand two 
hundred and ninety pounds and upwards; chiefly for tithes, 
priests' wages, and steeple-house rates ; and that notwithstanding 
there have been four Friends discharged the last year, there yet 
remain twenty Friends prisoners on these accounts. 
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We advise^ that a tender care remain npon Friends in all 
places, to be faithful in keeping up our Christian testimony 
against tithes ; as being fully persuaded it is that whereunto 
God hath called his people in this our day j we seeing, by daily 
experience, that such as are not faithful therein, do thereby add 
to the suffering of honest Friends, and hinder their own growth 
and prosperity in the most blessed truth. 

As touching the education of Friends' children, for which 
this meeting has often found a concern, we think it our duty to 
recommend unto you the necessity that there is of a care in 
preserving of them in plainness of speech and habit, suitable to 
our holy profession ; and also, that no opportunity be omitted, 
nor any endeavours wanting, to instruct them in the principle 
of truth which we profess ; that thereby they, being sensible of 
the operation thereof in themselves, may find not only their 
spirits softened and tendered, fit to receive the impressions of 
the divine image, but may also from thence find themselves 
under a necessity to appear clear in the several branches of our 
Christian testimony. And, as this will be most beneficial to 
them, being the fruits of conviction, so it is the most effectual 
way of propagating the same throughout the churches of Christ. 
And there being times and seasons wherein their spirits are 
(more than at others) disposed to have those things impressed 
upon them ; so we desire, that all parents, and others concerned 
in the oversight of youth, might wait, in the fear of God, to 
know themselves divinely qualified for that service ; that, in his 
wisdom, they may make use of every such opportunity which 
the Lord shall put into their hands. And, we do hereby warn 
and advise Friends in all places, to flee every appearance of evil ; 
and keep out of pride, and [from] following the vain fashions 
and customs of this world, as recommended in the epistle 
of 1715. 

And, as we always found it our concern to recommend love, 
concord, and unity, in the churches of Christ everywhere, so, as 
a means to effect the same, we earnestly desire that Friends, but 
more especially such as are concerned in meetings of business, 
do labour to know their own spirits subjected by the Spirit of 
truth ; that thereby being ** baptized into one body,'' they may 
be truly one in the foundation of their love and unity, and that 
therein thdy may all labour to find a nearness to each other in 
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spirit ; this being the true way to a thorough reconciliation^ 
wherever there is or may have been any difference of apprehen- 
sion ; thereby Friends will be preserved in that sweetness of 
spirit^ that is, and will be the bond of true peace throughout all 
the churches of Christ. 

And, dear friends, the Friends of this meeting, to whom the 
inspection of the accounts was referred, made report, that having 
perused the same, they found the stock to be nearly expended : 
whereupon this meeting thinks it necessary to recommend unto 
you, that a general and free contribution be made in every 
county, and that what shall be thereupon collected, be sent up 
to the respective correspondents. 

Finally, dear friends and brethren, be careful to walk un- 
blameably in love and peace among yourselves, and towards all 
men in Christian charity ; and be humbly thankful to the Lord, 
our most gracious God, for the favour he hath given us in the 
eyes of the king and civil government, in the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of our religious and Christian liberties under them; and 
the God of peace (we trust) will be with you to the end. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirits. 

Amen. 

Signed in, and on the behalf, and by the order of this 

meeting, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 



EPISTLE, 1718. 
From the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournment, 

From the 2nd of the Fourth Month, to the 10th of the same, inclusive, 

1718. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

Dear and well-beloved Priends and Brethren, 

This onr solemn assembly recommends our sincere love and 
salutation, in our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, unto 
you, and to all his churches everywhere, to whom this epistle 
may be communicated. 

We think it meet to remind you, that the intent and holy 

l2 
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design of our annual assemblies, in their first constitution^ were 
for a great and weighty oversight and Christian care of the afiairs 
of the churches pertaining to our holy profession and Christian 
communion ; that good order, true love, unity and concord, may 
be faithfully followed and maintained among all of us, as a 
peculiar people, called and chosen out of the world, and the 
errors and corruptions thereof : knowing also, that sincere love, 
and union in general, will be a great cause of truth's prosperity 
among ourselves, and of the prevalency thereof over the world 
and the spirit of it. All which seriously considered, we sin- 
cerely desire, and humbly hope, that God wiU graciously please 
more and more to put it into the hearts of friends and brethren, 
to be zealously concerned, that universal love, true union, peace 
and concord, be followed and maintained in all the churches of 
Christ ; and all the contrary, as enmity, division, discord and 
strife, watched against and shut out for ever ; that the power 
and peace of our God may prevail and rule in all hearts more 
and more ; whereunto we are called in one body, that the God 
of love and peace may be with us for ever ; which is the earnest 
desire and travail of the souls of all the faithful. 

The friends and brethren of the several Quarterly Meetings 
in this nation have given good accounts to this meeting of 
truth's prosperity in divers places, and, that Friends are generally 
in love and unity one with another. And several epistles (viz., 
from Flushing in Long-Island, Rhode-Island, Pennsylvania, 
and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, Barbadoes, Amsterdam, 
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales,) have been read in this our 
meeting ; by which we understand that truth prevails (many 
being convinced thereof,) and that a concern grows upon faithful 
Friends for the further increase of it. 

The account of suflFerings we have received from the several 
counties in this nation, have been mostly for non-payment of 
tithes, priests' wages, and church-rates so called ; and do amount 
in the whole unto five thousand one hundred ninety-three 
pounds and upwards ; and that there have been discharged since 
last year five prisoners, and there do yet remain thirteen 
prisoners, mostly on account of tithes. 

We beseech and exhort all Friends to be faithful in their 
Christian testimony against those grand oppressions of tithes, 
priests' wages, and all other things that truth alloweth not of; 
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x>ut of which the Lord hath called his people in this gospel day. 
For by experience we find, that to such who are not faithful 
therein, it tends to hinder their growth in the truth, and to add 
to the sufferings of faithful Friends. 

And, dear friends, it having frequently been recommended 
that Friends should be diligent in providing schools for the 
education of their youth; not only in useful and necessary 
learning, but also to bring them up in the fear of God, and in a 
sense of his holy life upon their spirits, and in frequent reading 
the Holy Scriptures, and other good books; so we have 
accounts from divers parts of this kingdom, that Friends are 
in the practice thereof, and have had good success on their 
endeavours therein; yet we have also accounts that there is in 
some places want of schools. And, (as hath been advised in the 
epistle of this meeting, anno 1709), "Where Friends want 
ability, their Monthly and Quarterly Meetings are desired to 
assist them, that the children of the poor may have due help of 
education, instruction, and necessary learning; and, that the 
children, both of rich and poor, may be early provided with 
industrious employments, that they may not grow up in idle- 
ness, looseness and vice ; but that, being thus seasoned with the 
truth, sanctified of God, and taught our holy self-denying way, 
they may appear a reputation to our holy profession, the comfort 
of their honest parents, instrumental to the glory of God, and 
the good of the generation coming on.^^ 

And, dear friends, with respect to the poor among us, it 
ought to be considered, that the poor (both parents and children) 
are of our family, and ought not to be turned off* to any others, 
to be either supported or educated. And, although some may 
think the poor a burthen ; yet, remember, where our poor are 
well provided for, and walk orderly, they are an ornament to 
our society ; and the rich should consider, " It is more blessed 
to give than to receive ;" and that he who gives to the poor, 
lends to the Lord, who will repay it again. 

And, we beseech all Friends (and in an especial manner all 
such who are active members in the church, and who seem to 
have a great place and interest therein) to wait diligently upon 
the Lord for the wisdom which comes down from above ; that, 
in the meekness of that wisdom they may act for God, and for 
the good of his church and people; and not in an overly, 
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talkative^ and disorderly spirit And^ that all saeli be exemplary 
in seasonably and constantly keeping to week-day meetings^ as 
well as First-day ; and snob as bave cbildren and families, in 
bringing tbem, as mnch as may be, witb them ; that they may 
be good examples to the flock therein; and not, by their 
indifiTerency and negligence, be a stnmbling-block in the way of 
others. 

And, as caution has often been given against the growing evil 
of pride, so it hath been a concern upon this meeting to renew 
the same ; and, by a particular epistle from this meeting on that 
occasion, [we] have given caution and advice thereon; and 
directed, that printed copies thereof be sent to each family of 
Friends; to which epistle we refer. 

And, dear friends and brethren in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our Holy Head, and heavenly lawgiver, by whom we are united 
into one body, through the power and virtue of the Holy Spirit ; 
(being, by the most merdfiil kindness of God, under the renewed 
sense of his divine life and love, which has overshadowed this 
our annual assembly, to our great comfort and satisfaction, for 
which we are humbly thankful to Him) ; we heartily desire your 
prosperity in the blessed truth, and increase in the unity of the 
faith, and that we may strive together therein for ^' the hope of 
the gospel." 

To conclude, we tenderly recommend you all to the God of 
love and peace, that his divine power and peaceable wisdom 
may rule and reign over all ; that therein all your affairs may 
be ordered to his glory, and your comfort and peace in Christ 
Jesus ; and nothing done through strife and contention, or vain 
glory, murmuring or disputing ; but, in the spirit of meekness, 
love and humility, carry yourselves toward one another ; and the 
younger brethren endeavour to know their places, as living 
members of one body, and preserve a due regard to their elders 
in Christ Jesus. The God of peace be with you all. Amen. 
Signed in and on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, in 
London, by 

Benjamin Bealing. 

London, the 10th of the Fourth Month, 1718. 
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EPISTLE, 1719. 

From the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournment, 

From the 1 8th of the Third Month, to the 23rd of the same, inclusive, 

1719. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In the love of Christ, our Holy Head and lawgiver, we dearly 
salute you, in a living sense of the Lord's great and gracious 
goodness, which he hath been pleased to renew upon the spirits 
of many in this our Yearly Meeting ; for which we are humbly 
thankful unto the God and Father of all our mercies ; wishing 
the increase of all spiritual blessings in the churches everywhere, 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

And since, through the merciful providence of the Lord our 
Ood toward us his people, the churches among us have rest and 
quiet; our sincere desire is, that all may make a true and 
faithful improvement thereof, to his glory, and the churches' 
edification, in the one living faith, true love and concord; 
as the primitive churches, when they had rest, were edified ; 
and, walking in the fear of the Lord, were multiplied by the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost. 

For good order, union and concord, and to shun all occasions 
of strife and discord, and for speedy ending all differences, we 
hope you have not need of particular and renewed advice, if the 
ancienf counsel, advices, and cautions, given in many of our 
yearly epistles, be sincerely observed, and duly put in practice, 
in your Monthly and Quarterly Meetings ; still preferring the 
law of the Spirit of life in yourselves, as a remaining obligation 
upon your spirits, to continue in the practice of that pure and 
Christian religion, which we are called unto by the grace 
of God. 

And, dear Friends, we have received divers epistles from 
Friends in foreign parts; viz. from North Carolina, Antigua, 
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the Jerseys, Pennsylvania, Long-Island, Maryland, Virginia, 
Rhode-Island, Barbadoes, Frederickstadt, Amsterdam, and 
Ireland; as also from Friends of North Britain and Wales; 
wherein are contained good accounts of the love and unity of 
Friends in general, of the prosperity of truth, and enlargement 
of the kingdom of Christ in divers parts. Blessed be the name 
of the Lord our God. 

The comfortable accounts which also have been given to this 
meeting, by Friends from the several Quarterly Meetings, &c., 
in South Britain, of love and concord in general, and of the 
progress of the work of God, and good dispositions of people in 
divers parts, to hear the gospel of the kingdom preached, in the 
demonstration of the Spirit, and in power, cannot but be very 
affecting to us. 

Dear Friends, 

As our testimony hath ever been, and still is, against the 
defrauding the king of any of his customs, duties, or excise, 
buying goods reasonably suspected to be run, exporting of wool, 
or any other goods prohibited by law, or doing any other thing 
whatsoever to the injury of the iing^s revenues, or of the 
common good, or to the hurt of the fair trader ; so if any person 
or persons under our »ame and profession, shall be known to be 
guilty of these, or any other such crimes and offences, we do 
earnestly advise the respective Mouthly Meetings to which 
4such offenders belong, that they severely reprehend and testify 
against such offenders, and their unwarrantable, clandestine, 
and unlawful actions ; and admonish them to make restitution 
^jpr the wrong done to the government, and to the holy truth 
professed by us. 

By the accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings 
in England and Wales this year, the sufferings of Friends do 
amount unto four thousand six hundred and twenty pounds, 
and upwards ; which appear to have been chiefly on account of 
tithes, and church-rates, so called ; and that there are sixteen 
iPriends now prisoners, mostly on account of tithes, and one 
prisoner discharged since last year. 

And, in order that our ancient and Christian testimony 
against tithes, and church-rates, so called, may be fully kept up, 
our advice is, that Friends in all places be faithful therein : and, 
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that the advices formerly given by the Yearly Meeting, con- 
cerning such as receive or pay tithes, may be duly observed and 
put in practice. 

At this our meeting, we being given to understand, that, in 
divers places, there are some who profess the truth with us, who 
deviate from the way thereof, by contracting marriages with 
such as are not of our society, contrary to the repeated advice 
of this meeting, to the dishonour of our holy profession, and 
the hindrance of trutVs prosperity ; in order therefore, that a 
stop may be put to an undue liberty in such marriages, and the 
evil consequences thereof, we do hereby tenderly advise and 
desire, that all parents and guardians of children do take 
especial care, as much as in them lieth, to prevent their chil- 
dren from running into such marriages; and that Friends of 
each particular meeting, as also of the Monthly Meetings to 
which such persons belong, do, in the wisdom and power of 
truth, use their endeavours to put a stop to the said evil, by 
admonishing such as may attempt to marry as aforesaid, to 
desist before they accomplish the same ; but if they refuse to 
take counsel, or privately go on to marry as aforesaid, that then 
such persons be dealt withal according to the good order of 
truth, and judgment fixed upon all such as take such an undue 
liberty. 

It is matter of sorrow and grief to us, that notwithstanding 
the good advice and counsel formerly given from this meeting 
against pride, yet, it appears in many places, there is not that 
due regard had to the counsel given as ought to be : wherefore 
it is again advised, that such parents and guardians, who have 
the care and oversight of children, be first concerned to be good 
examples to them. Secondly, be careful to train them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and be concerned to 
have the sense of truth on your own spirits; otherwise you 
cannot bring them to a sense of truth on their spirits : and 
without that, your work will be but of small advantage : but if 
you find truth hath hold of their minds, then have you a help 
in them, to work with you against those youthful inclinations to 
vanity. 

And, dear friends, let those just and ancient commands of 
God be duly observed — ^viz., ♦' Thou shalt not go up and down 
as a talebearer among thy people.'^ (Lev. xix. 16.) "Thou 
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shalt not raise a false report/^ (Exod. xxiii. 1.) Where- 
fore^ in the fear of the Lord^ stand against jealousies and 
eyil snrmisings^ as well as against all whisperers^ backbiters 
talebearers and defamers^ and endeavour to put a speedy stop 
thereto ; for their wicked practices and works of darkness tend 
to division and discord^ and greatly weaken our love and unity^ 
and many times injure the reputation of the innocent; and the 
righteous law of God goes against both the authors and encou- 
ragers thereof. And, therefore, if you hear a report of a Friend, be 
careful not to report it again ; but go to the person of whom the 
report is, and enquire if it be true or not ; and, if it be true, 
then deal with such person for it, according to the doctrine of 
Christ, Matt, xviii. ; but if false, then endeavour, as much as in 
you lies, to stop such reports; for, as Solomon saith, '^A good 
name is rather to be chosen than great riches.*^ (Prov. xx. 1.) 

And, for the better reminding and observing the sundry 
advices of this meeting to the several Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, it is desired, that the said several meetings do commit 
the epistles of this meeting, whether printed or written, to the 
custody of some suitable and able Friend, to whom Friends may 
have recourse as occasion requires; or they may be read in 
meetings at suitable opportunities. 

And, dear friends, there remains a caution upon our spirits to 
all under our holy profession, and in a particular manner, when 
assembled for the affairs of the church, that " the wrath of man,'' 
which " worketh not the righteousness of God,'' (James i. 20,) 
may be kept down, together with all exaltedness of spirit : and 
that, on the contrary, the meekness and wisdom of the Lord 
may govern all Friends, and they, in that, carry on and perform 
the affairs of the church; whereby the many and great evils 
which attend wrath and exaltedness will be suppressed and pre- 
vented. 

And, it is desired that the epistles and accounts of the affairs 
of truth sent to .this meeting from Yearly, Quarterly, and 
Monthly Meetings, may, if possible, be read and approved in the 
respective meetings from whence they are sent, before they 
be signed on the behalf of the meetings. 

Finally, dear friends, we earnestly exhort you, everywhere in 

all your meetings, to retire inward, unto the gift of God in 

• yourselves, therein to feel your minds truly engaged to seek the 
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promotion and advancement of the truths and the testimony of 
it, which we are called to bear ; that, being as a city set on a 
hill, onr lights may so shine among men, that He, the great 
God, who hath called us, may have the praise and glory of all 
his great and marvellous works. 

So the God of love and peace be with you, and keep and 
preserve you all under the conduct of his peaceable 
wisdom and guidance of his Holy Spirit. 
Read and approved in the said meeting, and 

Signed in and on the behalf of the same, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 

London, the 23rd of the Third Month, 1719. 



EPISTLE, 1720. 
From the Teaely Meeting in London, held by Adjournment, 

From the 6th of the Fourth Month, to the 15th of the same, inclusive,* 

1720. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

Beloved Friends, Brethren, and Sisters, 

In that dear and tender love we have received in Christ 
Jesns our Lord, this assembly salutes you ; and as you and we 
are aU called into one body by his Holy Spirit of life and grace, 
so we humbly desire for ever to continue, to his glory and our 
peace, in Him who hath called us, that we may be true and 
faithful subjects, under his peaceable government ; that He, who 
is the Prince of life and peace, may ever rule and reign among 
us, as a peculiar people, and holy church and inheritance, which 
he has gathered for the same end. Ai^d, we pray God to 
prosper his work of righteousness in the earth, and make his 
enemies the footstool of his anoiated Son, whose right it is to 
rule and govern. Amen. 

Beloved Friends, 

We would put you in remembrance, that the dispensation of 
the New Covenant, which we are caUed unto, is a dispensation 
of light, life, love, grace, peace, and of unity of spirit in Christ 
Jesus; which covenant allows of no animosities, injuries^ 
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divisions, schisms^ or enmity^ but enjoins all sincerely to observe 
tbe great commandment and duty of love^ charity^ and good 
will ; which, being truly observed, there will be peace^ concord, 
and harmony, among all who are children of that covenant, 
which is never to be forgotten. 

We have received epistles from Virginia, Rhode-Island, Long- 
Island, Pennsylvania, Maryland, South Carolina, Barbadoes, 
Antigua, Jamaica, Amsterdam, Frederickstadt, and Ireland ; as 
also from North Britain and Wales; and although, in some 
few places, the account is not so encouraging as could be 
desired, yet they express their earnest desire, that Friends in 
the love of God might be stirred up to visit them. But generally, 
they give account of the openness there is in many places to 
hear the testimony of truth, and of the progress and prosperity 
thereof. 

Also, the accounts brought up from the several counties in 
South Britain, of love and concord among Friends in general, 
and of the progress of the work of God in diyers parts, and of 
people's good disposition to hear the gospel of the kingdom 
preached, were acceptable to us. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, amount unto 
four thousand six hundred and ninety pounds, ai^d upwards ; 
which appear to be chiefly on account of tithes and church- 
rates, so called ; and, that there are eleven Friends now prisoners, 
mostly on the same accounts; nine Friends (prisoners) have 
been discharged since last year, and two Friends have died 
prisoners. 

Friends, in the respective counties and meetings, are earnestly 
desired and advised that they use prudence and caution, so as 
not to be imposed upon by impostors or cheats pretending to 
the ministry, or otherwise. And, where there is doubt or 
question of the ministry of any persons, in that case, that such 
be called upon to shew what certificates they have; and in 
general, it is tenderly recommended to the Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings, to see that Friends who travel in the work 
of the ministry, do go in the unity of the meetings to which 
they belong, and with certificates therefrom. 

And, further, that it may become the tender care of the said 
several meetings, to watch over such asf may be young in the 
ministry, to see that they walk hun^bly ^nd wisely ; that as, on 
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the one ha&d^ nothing truly tending to the glory of God and 
the edification of his church and people may be discouraged ; 
so, on the other hand, where any thing appears which may make 
advice necessary, that the elders of the church, both ministers 
and others, do, in the wisdom of God, give their advice there- 
upon, with due regard to the state of weakness and childhood 
that such may be under. 

As mercy, compassion and charity are eminently required in 
this New Covenant dispensation we are under ; so, care of the 
poor and indigent among us, to see there be no beggar in our 
Israel, is the concurrent advice of this meeting, that all poor 
Friends among us may be taken due care of, and none of them 
sent to the parish to be relieved ; that nothing be wanting for 
their necessary supply ; which has been according to our ancient 
practice and testimony. And it has long been of good report, that 
we have not only maintained our own poor, but also contributed 
our share to the poor of the respective parishes wherein we 
dwell. 

Whereupon it is agreed by this meeting, that to the questions 
already put in our Yearly Meeting, this be added ; viz. 

How are the poor Friends among you taken care of? 

Let all promises and obligations for payment of just debts be 
truly kept and performed ; and due care taken that all ofifences, 
trespasses, and diflferences be speedily ended and composed, in 
God's wisdom, according to gospel order among us, either by 
mutual forgiveness. Christian counsel, or just arbitration, as the 
case may require, and safely admit or allow; and [let] the 
choice of arbitrators and umpires be of such just, impartial men, 
as neither party can justly except against, but both agree to 
their choice. 

As our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ exhorted and warned to 
beware and take heed of covetousness (which is idolatry), we 
are concerned that all professing Christianity among us may 
take heed of pride, covetousness, and hastening to be rich in the 
world, which are pernicious and growing evils : let them be 
watched against, resisted, and suppressed, in the fear and dread 
of Almighty God, and have no place or countenance in his camp. 
O ye grave elders, both men and women ! pray be careful and 
watchful against these evils, and over the youth in these cases. 

It is also seriously advised, that no Friends suffer romances. 
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play-booka, or other vain and idle pamphlets, in their houses or 
families, which tend to corrupt the minds of youth ; but, instead 
thereof, that they excite them to the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures and religious books. 

Let the Holy Scriptures be early taught our youth, and 
diligently searched and seriously read by Friends, with due 
regard to the Holy Spirit from whence they came, and by which 
they are truly opened; for they contain excellent doctrine, roles 
and precepts, divine and moral : insomuch that there will be no 
need to enumerate, or often to repeat, laws or precepts, like the 
Jews, under a literal and lower dispensation and covenant than 
we are called into. The true practice of the pure religion given 
us will answer all. 

Now let us all be humbly thankful to our most merciful God, 
for the favour he hath given us in the eyes of the king and 
government, under whom we enjoy our present peaceable reli- 
gious liberty. 

Finally, dear friends, brethren, and sisters, farewell, farewell 
in Christ Jesus. Live in love and peace ; and the God of love 
andpeace, and of all our mercies, be with you all. Amen. 
Signed in and on the behalf of the said meeting, 
and by order thereof, by 

Benjamin Sealing. 

London, the 15th of the Fourth Month, 1720. 



EPISTLE, 1721. 
From the Yeakly Meeting of London, held by Adjournment, 

^From the 29th of the Third Month, to the 3rd of the Fourth Month, 

incluBive, 1721. 

To the Quarterly <md Monthly Meetings of Friends in Oreai 

Britain, and elsewhere. 

Truly beloved Friends, Brethren, and Sisters, 

This our annual and solemn assembly salutes you in the love 
of Jesus Christ our blessed Lord and lawgiver, who first loved 
us, that we should truly love Him, and one another ; and the 
more manifest our love to Him by our godly care and love to his 
lambs and sheep ; watching against all causes of division and 
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reproach^ as tending to the dishonour of his glorious name^ and 
our holy profession. Therefore, 

Let us all labour to promote true charity and fervent love 
among ourselves ; which is the bond of perfectness, and has 
been^ in a good measure^ experienced among us in this meeting ; 
and, with the holy apostle, fervently pray, that sincere love may 
abound yet more and more, in divine knowledge^ and in all true 
judgment. 

The sufiPerings of Friends brought in this year, from the several 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in England and Wales, do 
amount unto four thousand seven hundred and seventy pounds 
and upwards ; which appear to be chiefly on account of tithes 
and church-rates, so called ; and that there are at present five 
Friends prisoners, mostly on those accounts; notwithstanding 
there have been seven discharged since last year. 

By accounts brought up from the Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings in this nation, as well as by epistles this year from our 
friends and brethren of Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Bhode- 
Island, Long-Island, Maryland, South Carolina, the two Jerseys, 
Pennsylvania, Antigua, Barbadoes, and Amsterdam, we have 
received comfortable relations of the prosperity of truth in divers 
places, and a readiness in sober neighbours to hear the lively 
testimonies thereof, and some inclining to join with Friends in 
the strait and narrow way that leads to life. 

And, whereas Friends were weightily concerned to advise and 
caution^ in the last yearly epistle, all professing truth with us to 
take heed of pride, covetousness, and hastening to be rich in 
this world, as pernicious and growing evils ; which advice having 
not been duly regarded by some, who have unwarily been drawn 
into such things as have tended not only to the dishonour of 
God, but also to their own loss and sorrow ; 

We therefore find ourselves now again concerned earnestly 
to press all Friends to be diligent in the observation thereof > 
and do intreat that such who may have been so misled, may 
come to a due sense of it, and sincerely repent. 

And, whereas, in our epistle of 1719, we did earnestly caution 
against defrauding the king of his customs, duties, or excise, or 
encouraging such clandestine practices, by buying goods reason- 
ably suspected to be run ; in which advice this meetings having 
in that epistle been very particular, doth refer thereunto, and 
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press the same again ; and that Friends do honestly and cheer- 
fully pay their tributes to the government, under which they 
enjoy protection. And^ as we warn against the injustice afore- 
said, so likewise against all the provoking sins of the age, which 
draw down the heavy judgments of God. 

We further desire, that all Friends may take care to bring 
their business and outward concerns into as narrow compass as 
possible, and make their wills and settlements in the time of 
health, as hath formerly been advised by this meeting. 

And, inasmuch as this meeting did so earnestly recommend, 
in their said epistle of 1719, for Friends to be very careful of 
hurting one another in their unity or reputation ; which advice 
we judge to be of great importance, and very necessary to be 
maintained and put in practice, yet hatli not been so duly 
observed ; we do therefore again recommend the same as fol- 
loweth : 

" And, dear friends, let those just and ancient commands 
of God be duly observed, viz., ^ Thou shalt not go up and 
down as a talebearer among thy people/ (Lev. xix. 16.) 
^Thou shalt not raise a false report.^ (Exod. xxiii. 1.) 
Wherefore, in the fear of the Lord, stand against jealousies 
and evil surmisings, as well as against all whisperers, back- 
biters, talebearers, and defamers, and endeavour to put a 
speedy stop thereto ; for their wicked practices and works 
of darkness, tend to division and discord, and greatly 
weaken our love and unity, and many times injure the 
reputation of the innocent ; and the righteous law of God 
goes against both the authors and encouragers thereof. 
And, therefore, if you hear a report of a Friend, be careful 
not to report it again, but go to the person of whom the 
report is, and enquire if it be true or not ; and if it be true, 
then deal with such person for it, according to the doctrine 
of Christ, Matt, xviii. ; but if false, then endeavour, as 
much as in you lies, to stop such reports ; for as Solomon 
saith, 'A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches." ^^ (Prov. xxii. 1.) 
The universal perfection and beauty of the church of Christ, 
all ought to believe, hope, and pray for. Oh ! that Sion may 
shine, and the gentiles see her righteousness, and all kings the 
brightness of her glory ! Let her be a crown and royal diadem 
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in the hand of the Lord our God. This is the perfection and 

glory promised to the true spouse and church of Christ, and it 

is the desire of every faithful member to have a lasting share 

therein. 

In true Christian charity and goodwill to all, we recommend 

you to Him, who is able to establish and preserve you, according 

to the gospel of peace ; and to do for us above all we can ask or 

think. To whom be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

Farewell. 

YouB. Friends and Brethren, &c. 

Signed in and on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Benjamin Beaung. 
London, the 3rd of the Fourth Month, 1721. 



EPISTLE, 1722. 

From the Yearly Meeting of Friends and Brethren, held 

in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 14th of the Third Month, to the 18th of the same, inclusive, 

1722. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain, and elsewhere.. 

Sincerely beloved Friends and Brethren, 

This assembly tenderly salntes you in that true love we have 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, through whom we desire grace, mercy 
and peace may increase and be multiplied unto all who love his 
appearance, and are truly careful that soundness in faith, love, 
charity, good works, and Christian order be promoted, held and 
maintained, in the church of Christ. 

This our solemn assembly, with the affairs properly pertaining 
thereto, hath been held and managed in great love and peace, 
to our comfort ; and living praises, with humble thanksgiving, 
have been therein rendered unto our merciful God, through his 
dear Son Jesus Christ, for his tender mercies and privileges we 
enjoy respecting our religious and civil liberties. 

And, dear Friends, we cannot but with great humility 
acknowledge the goodness of God, in disposifig the legislature 
to grant us, the last session of parliament, such form of affirma^ 

M 
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tion, ns, by accounts received^ we find very satisfaclxHy to all 
tlie brethren > for wUch we are truly thankful to God^ and those 
in authority. And^ as we are well satisfied with the care of 
Friends in London, in their addressing the king thereupon, and 
thankful for his excellent and favourable answer, so also^ with 
their care in writing and dispersing the late epistle of caution 
concerning the use thereof: which good advice this meeting 
recommends with the greatest earnestness, that there be no 
other than an honest and conscientious use made of this farther 
indulgence granted to us. 

And, dear Friends, as the united solicitation for this ease 
ought to be esteemed a token of the goodness of God, and to 
which the success we have been blessed with is greatty owing ; 
so we earnestly desire that all Friends will thankfully embrace 
the present opportunity of cementing in a very close and 
brotherly fellowship one with another in the divine Spirit, and 
therein watch against all occasions of discord or breach of unity 
in any Quarterly, Monthly, or particular Meeting : to the end 
Sion may continue a quiet habitation, the glory and presence of 
God rest and remain on her, and the spirit and doctrine of the 
gospel may be lived in and maintained ; and then we need not 
doubt of seeing truth prevail in the earth in our days, and the 
glorious and spiritual kingdom of our blessed Redeemer esta- 
blished in the hearts of men. 

Dbab Friends, 

The Slim last collected for the service of Friends being laid 
out, by reason of the late sundry needful and considerable 
occasions of expense, as reported to this meeting by the Fri^ndd 
to whom the inspection of the accounts was referred, this meeting 
doth recommend that a general, liberal, and speedy contribution 
be niade by Friends in every county ; and that what shall be 
thereupon collected, be sent up to the respective correspondents. 

Thfe sufferings of Friends, which this year have been brought 
in from the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in England 
and Wales, amount unto four thousand six hundred sixty-sijc 
pounds and upwards, and do appear to be chiefly on account of 
tithes and church-rates, so called. There are at present eight 
Friends prisoners, mostly on account of tithes ; Whereof three 
have been continued since the last year. 
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By the several accounts brought from the Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings in England^ as also by accounts and epistles 
this year from our friends and brethren of Wales, North 
Britain, Ireland, Rhode-Island, Long-Island, Maryland, South 
Carolina, Barbadoes, Amsterdam, and Frederickstadt, we have 
received comfortable relations of truth's prosperity in divers 
places, and a readiness in many to hear and receive the living 
testimony thereof: and some have come forth and joined with 
Friends in the strait and narrow way which leads to the kingdom; 
and that divers of our youth in several places do walk as 
becomes the truth, and have their mouths opened in public 
testimony to declare the same. 

We also recommend that such Friends as are concerned in 
the affairs of the church, in the Quarterly, Monthly, or par- 
ticular Meetings, be careful to act therein in the wisdom of God, 
whereby they will be exemplary to the young, who may be 
esteemed members thereof, and attend the same. And as such 
young persons are found to be qualified with a real sense of 
truth on their spirits, and subjection thereunto, and thereby 
made capable to come up to a service in their respective meetings. 
Friends are desired to encourage and bring them forward 
therein ; whereby they may be helpful to the ancients, and 
brought up in a life of righteousness, to walk and act to the 
praise of God's holy name; and standing in their lot, will 
supply the place of the elders in such meetings, through the same 
spirit, when they are gone. 

And parents, who have children to dispose of in marriage, 
are tenderly advised not to make it their first or chief care to 
obtain for them large portions and settlements of marriage ; but 
rather be careful that their children be joined in marriage with 
persons of religious inclinations, suitable disposition, temper, 
sobriety of manners, and diligence in their business ; which are 
things essentially necessary to a comfortable life in a married 
estate ; and carefully to guard against all mixed marriages, and 
unequal yoking of their children therein. 

Finally, dear brethren and sisters, we recommend you all to 
our most gracious God and Saviour Jesus Christ, to preserve 
you in his love and peace; and humbly desire you may all 
continue therein, with a godly care to discharge and keep a pure 
conscience, as Christian examples in life and practice ; that the 

M 2 
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God of love and peace may continue his presence with you : To 
whom be glory, dominion and praise, through Jesus Christ, for 

ever and ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting, the 18th day 
of the Third Month, 1722, by 

Alexandeb Aescott, 
Clerk of the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1723. 
Fbom the Tbabi^y Meeting in London, held by ADJOUBjniENT, 

From the 3rd to the 8th of the Fourth Month, induaive, 1723. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Deaely beloved Fbiends and Bretheen. 

In the tender and true love of our Lord Jesus Christ, is our 
salutation renewed unto you : blessing our most gracious G-od 
for the continuance of his goodness, and manifold mercies; 
earnestly desiring your preservation and perseverance in the 
holy truth, to his glory, and your peace and comfort, by an 
humble and faithful discharge of that Christian care and trust 
which the Lord hath committed to you, for promoting and 
maintaining gospel order in all the churches of Christ. 

By accounts which we have received £rom the several Quar- 
terly and Monthly Meetings in England, and by several epistles 
from our friends and brethren of Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
and Holland, in Europe ; and from Uhode-Island, Pennsylvania, 
East and West Jersey, Long-Island, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, and Barbadoes, in America; as also by the comfort- 
able account of our friends John FothergiU and Lawrence 
King, given to this meeting, of their late travels in most of the 
American places aforementioned ; we are given to understand, 
that, in divers parts, a readiness appears in many to hear and 
receive the living testimony of truth ; and that some have been 
added to the church. 

Friends' sufferings, by accounts this year brought in from 
the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings in England and Wales, do 
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amount unto four thousand three hundred sixty nine pounds, and 
upwards ; and do appear to be chiefly on account of tithes and 
church-rates so called. There are at present only two Friends 
prisoners on trutVs account ; and seven Friends have been dis- 
charged from imprisonment since last year. On which occasion 
we think meet to observe to you the goodness and mercy of 
God herein ; for that it doth not appear so few Friends have 
been prisoners on truth's account, in any one year since we were 
fl, people, as are at this time : and we have no reason to believe 
otherwise than that Friends are as faithful in their testimony as 
in former years. 

And, as we are deeply engaged to be humbly thankful to 
the God of all our mercies, and to the government, so we 
earnestly desire that Friends everywhere may live in love and 
peace ; whereby Christianity, in life and conversation, may shine 
among us, and be adorned by us. 

Dear Friends, 

You that have at heart the prosperity of truth in yourselves, 
and in your children, remember that it was the love of God, 
and the sense of his power and goodness, which at first bowed 
your hearts to love, fear and serve Him, in walking in an holy 
conformity to the requirings of his blessed Spirit. And where 
have you met with more of those enjoyments, than in the assem- 
blies of his people, met together for divine worship ? 

Now, friends, in these enjoyments are not your hearts 
enlarged to wish well to your posterity ? Are there not fervent 
desires in your souls, that those whom the Lord hath given to 
be yours, may also be the Lord's, and with you enjoy of his 
abundant blessings? Then be concerned to keep them to a 
constant, seasonable, and orderly frequenting, as well as of 
week-day as of First-day meetings ; instructing them to have 
their minds staid in the divine gift; to wait upon the Lord 
therein, to receive a portion with you of his spiritual favours ; 
that they, from the tendering virtue of the Holy Spirit, may be 
engaged in heart and mind, to walk worthy of so great grace ; 
and, in a holy zeal to honour God, submit to bear the cross, 
endure the shame, and become public witnesses for Him amongst 
the sons of men. 

And, dear friends, this meeting considering that some in the 
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present age do endeavour, as well by certain books, as a licen- 
tious conversation, to lessen and decry the tme faith in our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, even that precious faith once 
delivered to his saints ; which, by the mercy of God, is also 
bestowed upon us ; doth therefore earnestly advise and exhort 
all parents, masters and mistresses of families, and guardians of 
minors, that they prevent, as much as in them lies, their children, 
servants, and youth, under their respective care and tuition, 
from the having or reading books or papers, that have any ten- 
dency to prejudice the profession of the Christian religion, to 
create in them the least doubt or question concerning the truth 
of the Holy Scriptures, or those necessary and saving truths 
declared in them ; lest their infant and feeble minds should be 
poisoned thereby, and a foundation laid for the greatest evils. 

And, as parents have a natural right to approve of, and con- 
sent to, the marriage of their children ; so this meeting doth 
earnestly desire that Friends' children would consult and advise 
with their parents and guardians in that great and weighty 
point, so essential to their happiness and comfort, before they 
let out their minds, or do entangle their a£fections ; the too 
frequent examples that have happened to the contrary hereof, 
have caused lamentation in honest parents, and great affliction 
to themselves : which advice, now given, is agreeable to what 
hath been frequently recommended by this meeting ; to which 
we refer. 

And now, dear friends, having thus recommended these 
few useful and necessary things unto your serious and weighty 
consideration and practice ; we commit you to the divine aid 
and protection of our most gracious God, who is able and ready 
to buUd us up yet more and more a spiritual house unto him- 
self, to his own glory. To whom, for the comforts of his blessed 
presence in these our annual assemblies, as well as other 
meetings, which are not the least of bis manifold blessings, be 
dominion and praise, through our Lord Jesus Christ, who alone 
is worthy, now and for ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting, the 8th day 
of the Fourth Month, 1723, by 

Thomas Beavan, 

Clerk of the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1724. 

From the Yearly Meeting in London, held by Adjournment, 

Fronpi the 25th to the 29th of the Third Month, inclusive, 1724. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren. 

In a renewed sense of the love of God unto us in this our 
annual assembly, we tenderly salute you ; having been gracipwsly 
attended with a favourable visitation of the spring of divine life 
and goodwill of God, evidently manifested in this meeting, to 
our great consolation in Christ ; whereby we have been helped 
and abundantly encouraged in the performance o^ our duty and 
service to the Lord, for the promoting of his honour, and the 
good of his church and people. And therefore, in order tp 
excite our friends and brethren to a diligent and circumspec^t 
attention to the movings and leadings of the Spirit of truth ii;i 
themselves, and to promote the spreading and growth thereof in 
others, whereby such as walk answerable thereto wiU be able to 
persevere therein, to their own and the churches comfort and 
satisfaction, do we hereby recommend to you the following 
particulars. 

By accounts brought from the Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Bar- 
badoes, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Rhode-Island, Long-Island, 
and North and South Carolina, we understand an openness con- 
tinues in divers places to hear the testimony of truth declared 
in our meetings ; through which, in the operation of the Spirit, 
mitny have been reached, and confessed to the same, ^.nd siome 
added to the church; and, in several places, a spring of living 
ministry is opened, to the comfort of Friends ; whom we recom- 
mend in the Spirit to make frequent supplication to the Lord 
pf the harvest to raise many more faithful labourers, as instru- 
mental means to replenish his church, and gather the people. 

The si^ffering^ of Friends this year, amount to four thousand 
two hundred and four pounds, and upwards ; mostly pn account 
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of tithes and church-rates so called. There are at present three 
Friends prisoners on the account of tithes^ and one discharged 
since last year. 

And^ as we have often occasion to acquaint you of the repeated 
favours of the government to us here, we have also now to 
acquaint you of the extension of their favours to our Friends in 
Ireland and Barbadoes^ in granting them the same form of 
affirmation with us. We hope Friends everywhere will have a 
just and grateful sense on their minds of the same. 

Deaa Feiends, 
The circumstances of our youth having been again under our 

• 

consideration^ we judge it necessary to observe to you, that the 
undue liberty which too many of them take, both in their 
conversation one with another, as well as with those not of our 
persuasion, hath been cause of grief to know and hear ; where- 
fore we tenderly recommend to all parents, and such as may 
have care of children, that they do, so far as in them lies, 
carefully inspect and narrowly inquire into the manner of their 
conversation ; that where counsel or reproof may be wanting, it 
may, in the spirit of love and in sound judgment, be given. 
Such care and inquiry, seasonably made, may tend to prevent 
ill-designing persons in their endeavours to entangle the affec- 
tions of our youth in relation to marriage; the unhappy 
disobedience of some therein, having frequently brought deep 
affliction on their tender parents, and misery on themselves. 
And, on this occasion, we again tenderly desire, that parents or 
guardians do not make earthly riches a chief view or cause of 
consent in marriage. 

Dear Friends, 

Though the concern of this meeting hath been often exercised 
to encourage the practice of a Christian life, and to prevent 
disorders in conversation, or among the churches, which we 
doubt not have had some good effect ; yet inasmuch as many 
Friends are now grown up, who may not have taken notice of 
every of the said cautions, we therefore briefly hint at divers of 
them, and refer to the several epistles. 

I. That Friends, in meetings of business, watch over their 
own spirits, that no indecent warmth get in, whereby the 
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understanding may be hurried and hindered from a regular 
judgment on the affairs before the meeting. 

II. A caution against tithes, very often hinted. 

III. For speedy ending diflferences by prudent and just 
arbitrations. 

IV. Cautions against pride in apparel ; of which see a large 
epistle, dated the 5th of the Sixth Month, 1717. 

V. Several times advices have been given to a diligent 
attending First-day and week-day meetings ; yet, to our grief, 
there is now too much cause earnestly to renew the advice, 
which we tenderly do ; and beseech all Friends, that though 
such meetings are sometimes held in silence, yet, that they will 
not neglect their attendance at those meetings ; for the hungry 
soul will labour for bread, and the thirsty for the water of life ; 
and the diligent hand will make rich in that treasure that is of 
an enduring substance. 

VI. A caution against imitating the vain custom of wearing 
or giving mourning; and all extravagant expenses about the 
interment of the deceased. 

And, whereas, in this time of general ease and liberty, too 
many under our profession have launched forth into the things 
of this world beyond their substance and capacities to discharge 
a good conscience in the performance of their promises and 
contracts, as well as their just debts, to the great scandal of our 
holy profession, and involving of themselves, their families, and 
others, in great sorrow and inconveniences : it is therefore our 
earnest desire, that all Friends everywhere be very careful to 
avoid all inordinate pursuit after the things of this world, by 
such ways and means as depend too much upon the uncertain 
probabilities of hazardous enterprises; but rather labour to 
content themselves with such a plain way and manner of living, 
as is most agreeable to the self-denying principle of truth which 
we profess, and which is most conducive to that tranquillity of 
mind that is requisite to a religious conduct through this 
troublesome world. And, on this head we further recommend, 
that Friends, as often as there may be occasion, do read, in their 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, our ancient friend George 
Fox^s epistle of caution to shopkeepers, &c., last reprinted in 
the year 1710. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. May the God of peace be with 
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you, and his Holy Spirit rule amoBgst you : then we doubt not 
but bis blessing will be upon us, and we shall be preserved |i 
people to the praiae and glory of his great name. 

Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting, this 29th of 
the Third Month, 1724, by 

Joseph Wye!ph, 

Qerk to the meeting this y^a^. 



epistle;, 1725. 

!Prom the Yeakly Meeting of Friends and Brethren, held 

m London, by Adjournment, 

From the 17th of the Third Month, to the 26th of the same, induaive, 

1725. 

To the Qmrierly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in the love of our Heavenly Father, who hath 
been graciously pleased to favour this our annual assembly with 
his divine presence; and hath, in our meetings for worship, 
enabled divers of his ministers to bear faithful and living 
testimonies to his truth, in the demonstration of his word and 
power, to the comfort and edification of his church, and to the 
further gathering the sincere inquirer. And, under the conduct 
of the Holy Spirit, wherewith God hath, in good degree, re- 
plenished his church, the affairs of this our meeting have been 
carried on in peace and concord. 

By the accounts this year brought from the Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings in this kingdom, and by sundry epistles 
from Wales, JTorth Britain, Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania, and 
the Jerseys, Maryland, Virginia, Bhode-Island, Long-Island, 
North and South Carolina, and Barbadoesj as also, by the 
verbal account of a Friend who hath lately visited several of 
those American colonies, we have received comfortable accounts 
and relations of Friends' prosperity in the truth in many places, 
and that a disposition doth appear in the people to hear the 
testimony thereof. 
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Friends, 

Let us watck diligently over our own spiritfi, io aee that me 
are conformable to the Spirit of truth ; whereby our behaviour 
and conversation may be such as becomes godliness, and may 
adorn the doctrine of Christ Jesus our Lord ; who merdliillj 
hath called us to be a people faithful in bearing the cross, and 
despising the shame, and cheerfully bearing our testimony to 
the great truths of the Christian religion, which he hath revealed; 
and against every appearance of antichrist and wickedness. 

It is also advised, and earnestly recommended, that inasmuch 
as it doth appear there is in some places a shortness and 
deficiency in bearing a faithful testimony against tithes, that, 
in any Monthly Meetings which have such members, after a 
deliberate dealing with them in the wisdom of truth and the 
meek spirit of the gospel, for their help and information, Frienda 
have recourse, for their further proceedings, to the Yearly 
Meeting minute, anno 1706. 

The accounts of the sufferings of Friends, which this year we 
have received from the counties of England and Wales, do 
amount unto four thousand seven hundred and twenty pounds 
and upwards, and are chiefly for tithes and church-rates so 
called. Two Friends, prisoners, have been discharged since 
last year; and there doth at present remain but one Friend 
prisoner on truth^s account. Whereupon we have repeated 
occasion to observe to you the goodness and mercy of God in 
this, as in many other particulars. 

And, forasmuch as it hath been observed in this meeting, that 
some counties were deficient in their answers to the queries of 
this meeting, by being too general ; therefore, this meeting doth 
desire, that a separate and distinct answer may be returned to 
each query for the future. 

Former advice hath by this meeting been given, with regard 
to the honour of God and his truth, that the religious reputa- 
tion of our society might be preserved from blemish, and all 
just occasion of scandal; and which we now again earnestly 
press and desire, that all Friends avoid as much as possible 
occasions of difference one with another. But if, notwith- 
standing such care, any difference shaU happen and arise, that 
then the Friends of that meeting, in the compass whereof any 
such shall happen, take timely care to put an end thereunto, by 
advising and exhorting those between whom difference may 
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happen^ to refer the matter of their difference to impartial and 
proper arbitrators^ which may be a very likely means to avoid 
the scandal of going to law one with another, and to show forth 
to the world that we love one another, which is a distinguishing 
mark of being Christ^s disciples. 

So shall we watch over one another in love, to strengthen the 
weak, to restore, in the spirit of meekness, those overtaken in 
a fault, and be very careful not to hurt one another in unity or 
reputation, by word or writing, as hath been advised by this 
meeting in the epistles of 1719 and 1721, and many other times, 
to which we do particularly refer you. In your religious 
meetings for the worship of God, both on the First and other 
days of the week, be diligent in waiting on him in his Spirit, 
whereby you may renew your strength, and witness him your 
sufficient help ; for surely many of us have cause thtokfully to 
remember his early visitations in the assemblies of his people, 
where he broke in upon our hearts with his power and love, and 
did, in the needful time, administer help, comfort, and counsel, 
whereby we have, in the renewings thereof, been upheld in a 
faithful testimony, and in the discharge of our duty to Him. 

And you, who are parents of children, labour fervently in the 
Spirit, with secret supplication unto the Lord, that he may give 
them an inheritance in the truth, wherein they may be enabled 
to stand up in their generation after you to his praise and glory, 
rather than labour to get great inheritances for them in this 
world ; which have proved a snare and temptation to some to 
shun the cross, and embrace the glory of this present world. 
But let those to whom God hath given riches take the apostle's 
advice: that they be not high-minded, but fear; and trust 
not in uncertain riches ; but therewith be rich in good works, 
willing to communicate, ready to distribute, and therein be good 
examples to their children. (1 Tim. vi. 17.) 

Dear Friends, 

In the spring of divine love we do tenderly salute you, 
desiring the Lord of the heavenly harvest to settle and establish 
you in his holy covenant of light, in which you have believed ; 
that you may walk therein to his glory, and your everlasting 
peace and comfort ; and be thereby preserved faithful in that 
testimony which God hath given you to bear ; sitting down in 
deep humility and fear, to wait for counsel and wisdom from 
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Him, that he may shew you your places, and bring you up in 
them in his pure love and life, in which you may serve Him and 
one another, and be preserved from the many snares and tempta- 
tions of the enemy, who still works to draw into a false liberty, 
and from the simplicity of the gospel, wherein our beauty hath 
been seen, and where the Lord hath manifested his power, and 
made us a people which were no people, and hath wrought 
wonders for our deliverance. O that we may dwell as in the 
dust before him ! that he may say to us. Arise and sing, you 
that dwell in the dust. So will the Lord rebuke the enemy, 
and exalt the horn of his salvation ; that we may, in truth, say. 
We have a strong city ; salvation hath God appointed for walls 
and bulwarks (Isa. xxvi. 1) ; herein we shall dwell safely, and be 
quiet from fear of evil. 

And, dear friends, in the spirit of the gospel, comfort and 
edify one another ; pray for the increase of Sion, and the enlarge* 
ment of all her borders ; that God may delight to dwell among 
you, and instruct you in every good word and work, and crown 
your faithful labours with his blessing ; and, at the end of your 
race, receive you into the mansions of his everlasting kingdom ; 
whereunto we pray God preserve you. In his endeared love 
we bid you all farewell ; and remain your friends and brethrcA 
in the truth. 

Signed in and on the behalf of the said meeting, this 26th 
day of the Third Month, 1725, by 

Alexander Arscott, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1726. 

Tkom the Yeaely Meeting of Friends and Bbethuen, heU) in 

London, by Adjournment, 

From the 29th of the Third Month, to the llth of the Fourth Month, 

inclusive, 1726. 

To the Quarter /y and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

of Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Beloved Friends and Brethren, 
We salute you in the love of the Father and his beloved Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in thankfulness for the continuation of 
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Us merciful {Hrovidence over as^ as a people ; and in humble 
prajer for our growth in all goodness and well-pleasing to Grod^ 
in obedience to him^ and in brotherly love and charity one 
towards another. 

We cannot omit to express our thankfulness to the king and 
government^ for the additional favours which from time to time 
we enjoy and are blessed with^ and which call for our utmost 
gratitude and fidelity. 

By accounts brought from the Quarterly Meetings in England^ 
and epistles from Wales, North Britain^ Ireland^ Holland^ 
Barbadoes^ Maryland, Pennyslvania, and the Jerseys, New- 
England, Bhode-Island, Long-Island, and South Carolina, we 
are given to understand, that in divers places there continues 
an openness to hear the testimony of truth declared; by 
means whereof many have been reached, and some added to 
the church. 

The sufferings of Friends this year amount to four thousand 
five hundred and nineteen pounds and upwards, mostly on 
account of tithes and Church-rates so called. One Friend, a 
prisoner on account of tithes, hath been discharged since the 
last year, and two Friends have been since committed on the 
Kke account. 

Dear Friends, 

We think it meet to recommend to you the wholesome and 
prudent advice of the Yearly Meeting, anno 1719, viz : — 

'^ ^ Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy 
people.' 'Thou shalt not raise a false report.' Where- 
fore, in the fear of the Lord, stand against jealousies and 
evil surmisings, as well as against all whisperers, backbiters, 
talebearers, and defamers, and endeavour to put a speedy 
stop thereto; for their wicked practices and works of 
darkness tend to division and discord, and greatly weaken 
our love and unity, and many times injure the reputation 
of the innocent ; and the righteous law of God goes against 
both the authors and encouragers thereof. And, therefore, 
if you hear a report of a Friend, be careful not to report it 

. again, but go to the person of whom the report is, and 
inquire if it be true or not ; and if it be true, then deal 
with such person for it, according to the doctrine of 
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Christ, Matt, xviii^; but if false, theii endeavour, as tsx&eh as 

« 

in you lies, to stop such reports; for^as SolomcMi saitb, ^A 
good name is rather to be chosen than great riches/ *^ 
Which wholesome advice was also repeated in the epistle 
of this meeting in the year 1721. 

[In addition] to which advice, now not less seasonable, we 
recommend also the advice of the Yearly Meeting in the year 
1722^ where it is said, — 

" We earnestly desire, that all Friends will thankfully embrace 
the present opportunity of cementing in a very close and 
brotherly fellowship one with another, in the divine Spirit ;. 
and therein watch against all occasions of discord, or 
breach of unity, in any Quarterly, Monthly, or particular 
Meeting ; to the end Sion may continue a quiet habitation^ 
the glory and presence of God rest and remain on her, and 
the spirit and doctrine of the gospel may be lived in and 
maintained ; and then we need not doubt of seeing truth 
prevail in the earth in our days, and the glorious and 
spiritual kingdom of our blessed Redeemer established in 
the hearts of men.*^ 
And, dear friends, as this meeting has at this time, as well as 
formerly, had several appeals laid before them, which have been 
the cause of protracting the time of this meeting, and given 
unnecessary trouble to it j therefore we advise and recommend 
U> ail Friends in their Montlily and Quarterly Meetings, as well 
as the particular members of them, to labour to make up all 
diflFerences that may happen, without troubling this meeting 
iherewith. And, that they use all Christian tenderness towards 
persons who may be concerned in controversy, either among 
themselves^ or with the meeting; in order to the convincing 
them of their error if they appear ta be guilty, and giving them 
time sufficient to clear themselves if innocent. And, on the 
other hand, we recommend to Friends, not only that they 
abstain from all evil and hurtful conversation, as well in a 
private capacity, as what may aflFect the society, but also, that 
they abstain from all appearances of evil as much as possible ; 
and, moreover, that all seeds and small beginnings of contro- 
versies and scandals be very early taken care to be rooted out 
and destroyed, through Friends' sincere endeavours with the 
parties concerned, while the remedy is easy; by which means 
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not only their own peace will be secured^ bat much trouble 
saved to the church in general. 

To conclude, dear Friends, we earnestly recommend to you, 
whateyer your places and stations in the church may be, that, in 
the most weighty and serious manner, you often call to remem* 
brance, in all humility of mind, what it was that brought us to 
be a people, and what is, and will be, that which will preserve 
us such. That the foundation on which a true Christian is built, 
is the Spirit of Christ. Let this therefore direct you in all 
things, both respecting your private conversation, and whatever 
you do for God in his church : this is the only true means to 
preserve you holy and blameless in the one, as well as serviceable 
and useful in the other. In this every one will have a single 
regard to the service that comes before him in Monthly and 
Quarterly Meetings, without partiality or respect of persons. 
'' Hear the causes between your brethren, and judge righteously 
between every man and his brother, and the stranger that is 
with him. Ye shall not respect persons in judgment, but you 
shall hear the small as well as the great. You shall not be afraid 
of the face of man, for the judgment is God's.*' Deut. i. 16, 17. 
And, in the management of such affairs, they will find their own 
spirits rightly seasoned and prepared for every work and service 
to which they may be called, and all disorderly proceedings, 
arising from the heat of our own spirits, will hereby be shut 
out; and thus the church will be preserved on her ancient, 
solid, and permanent foundation, to the glory of God, and her 
own quiet and comfort. 

The God of peace bruise Satan, the author of strife and 
confusion, under our feet ; that primitive love and con- 
cord may be preserved. Grace be with all who love our 
Lord Jesus Chrisf in sincerity. Amen. 
Signed in and by order of the Yearly Meeting in London, 
this 11th day of the Fourth Month, 1726, by 

John Wilson, 
Clerk of the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1727. 

Prom the Yearly Meeting of Priends and Brethren, held 

IN London, by Adjournment, 

From the 22ixd of the Third Month to the 27th of the same, inclusive, 

1727. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Entirely beloved Priends and Brethren, 

With that sincere and divine love, which labours for the 
prosperity of the churches of Christ Jesus our Lord, our 
heavenly Head, we dearly salute you ; and send you the following 
particulars, viz. : That, in this our annual assembly, we have 
been greatly favoured with the divine presence of our God in 
our meetings for worship, and in those for the affairs of the 
church j which have therein been carried on in much love and 
concord, to the edification of the body. 

By accounts brought in this year from the Quarterly Meetings 
in England, and by epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, 
Holland, Pennsylvania, the Jerseys, Rhode-Island, Long-Island, 
Virginia, Maryland, Barbadoes, and South Carolina, of the 
prosperity of truth, we have been comforted ; and that there is, 
in divers places, an openness to hear the testimony thereof, and 
some convincement. We likewise find there is in some places a 
decrease in number, by the decease of several of our ancient 
faithful Priends ; in whose places we heartily desire and pray 
that the rising generation may be brought ; whereby the standard 
of truth will be maintained among men, in those places where 
it hath pleased God to lift it up ; that others, not yet gathered, 
may be brought under it, where true happiness and safety is 
known. 

The accounts of Friends^ sufferings this year amount to four 
thousand and twelve pounds and upwards, mostly for tithes and 
church-rates so called. Three Friends, who were prisoners for 
tithes, have been discharged this last year, and one Friend hath 
been committed prisoner on the like account since that time. It 
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doth appear to this meeting, that Friends in divers places are 
under difficulty, on account of stoppages made in respect to 
demands for small tithes and church-rates so called; and for 
illegal seizures, without warrant, on such accounts, which are 
in some places made ; whereby we apprehend a voluntary com* 
pliance is implied, which doth tend to weaken and lay waste our 
testimony ; and therefore this meeting doth tenderly renew the 
caution and advice hereupon given in a minute in the year 1703, 
whereunto we refer. 

And, dear friends, it hath long been the great concern of this 
meeting, that all Friends carefVilly Walk in the divine light ; 
that they may be preserved from the two extremes of covetous- 
ness on the one hand, and extravagancy on the other : the latter 
of which has been the occasion of the failing of some among 
Us, by the non-payment of their just debts ; by which, great 
ireproach hath too often been brought upon our holy profession* 
Wherefore, we earnestly desire all Friends to be very careful^ 
not to run into lBi*ger trading and business than their capacitied 
and abilities can well answer ; and that they frequently inspe^ 
their circumstances, and do not live at an expense beyond theni. 
And if, through adverse accidents any should fail in paying 
their just debts, and should, after his oi* her composition with 
his or her creditors, be so far blessed and j^rosperous in their 
affairs, as to be capable of paying their deficiencies ; it is th6 
earnest desire and advice of this meeting, that they do not omit 
the same; it being agreeable to the command of the gospel, 
(Matt. vii. 12,) and common justice among men. 

And, according to the advice of this meeting in 1695, we do 
again earnestly exhort and advisC) " That all diligence, care and 
caution be had, that no Friends, or Friends' children^ be 
betrayed in affection or otherwise ; noi* join in marriage with 
those that are not of our Christian profession and society j tior 
without the privity and ccmsent of parents, guaiHlians, or lawful 
tutors entrusted with them ; hor with any near kindred, contrary 
to the law of God, and wholesome advice already given ; par- 
ticularly by the Yearly Meeting epistle of 1675, aed also by 
several faithful servants of Christ.^' 

And, as it was, aniong other things, the weighty cono^m of this 
meeting last year, to recommend former wholesome and prudent 
advice given in the years 1719 and 1721, against talebearing, 
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false reports, jealousies, and evil snrmisings, so it is now the very 
weighty concern of this meeting, to exhort, that all such things 
may carefully be stopped, discouraged and discountenanced, 
because they are immediately and directly a breach of charity 
and brotherly love ; and, in their consequences, do naturally 
tend to break in pieces and dissolve all Christian unity and 

society. 

The elders that are among you we intreat to take the over- 
sight of the flock of Christ, not by constraint, but wiUingly i 
not as lords over God's heritage^ but as good examples ; to help 
the weak, confirm the feebleminded^ and labour to gather the 
scattered, and the other sheep not yet of Christ's fold, under 
Him the one Shepherd ; where, being fed in the pastures of life, 
they may^ when he shall appear, receive a crdwn of glory that 
jhdeth xiot away. 

Finally, dear friends, we reeommend you, in great earnestness 
of spirit, to the one unerring guide, the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which is able to preserve aU of us from falling. And 
the not being obedient thereto, is the great and universal cause 
of evil and disorder, and giveth occasion for repeating advice 
upon particular cases from this meeting, which is matter of 
sorrow to all the sinc^^hearted ; wherefore we again beseech all 
Fri^ds to keep to the Lord's power, and the work thereof in 
themselves, l^is at first made us a people, who were not a 
people ; and as herein we keep our meetings, they will be to 
God's glory, and our everlasting peace and salvation. 

The God of love and peaee rule among you, by the spirit 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom be glory, 
dominion, and praise for ever. 
Signed in and on the behalf of the Teariy Meeting, in 
London, the 27th of the Third Month, 1727, by 

Thomas Bbavbn, 
dark of the meeting this year. 



n2 



180 KPISTLES FROM THE [1728. 



EPISTLE, 1728. 

Fbom the Yeaely Meeting op Friends and Brethren, held 

IN London, by Adjournment, 

From the 10th of the Fourth Month, to the 14th of the same, inolusiye, 

1728. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

in Great Britain, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In the pure love of that eternal truth, whereby we have been 
gathered to be a people, we tenderly salute you; having renewed 
occasion, in great humility, to bless the name of our gracious 
Ood, whose continued goodness we have been favoured with at 
this our annual meeting; and throughout, the affairs thereof 
have been conducted, in meekness of wisdom and true brotherly 
condescension, to our mutual comfort and edification. 

By accounts from the Quarterly Meetings in England and 
Wales, as also by epistles from Scotland, Ireland, Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Barbadoes, Long-Island, and Holland, 
we understand that Friends in general continue in a good 
degree of brotherly love and unity ; and, that there is an open- 
ness in divers places, both in Great Britain and beyond the seas, 
to hear the testimony of truth, and some convinced; though in 
some places the accounts are not so favourable. 

The accounts of Friends^ sufferings brought in this year, in 
England and Wales, do amount to three thousand nine hundred 
and fourteen pounds and upwards, mostly on account of tithes 
and church-rates so called ; and there is one Friend only con- 
tinued prisoner on that account. 

And, dear friends, inasmuch as the Holy Scriptures are the 
external means of conveying and preserving to us an account of 
the things most surely to be believed concerning the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, and the fulfilling the pro- 
phecies relating thereto ; we therefore recommend to all Friends, 
especially elders in the church, and masters of families, that 
they would, both by example and advice, impress on the minds 
of the younger, a reverent esteem of those sacred writings ; and 
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advise them to a frequent reading and meditating therein. 
And^ that ministers^ as well as elders and others^ in all their 
preachings writings and conversing about the things of God^ do 
keep to the form of sound words, or scripture terms ; and that 
none pretend to be wise above what is there written, and, in such 
pretended wisdom, go about to explain the things of God, in 
the words which man's wisdom teaches ; but, on the contrary, 
that you would, at proper times and seasons, when you find 
your minds rightly disposed thereunto, give the youth to under- 
stand, that the same good experience of the work of sanctifica- 
tion, through the operations of the Spirit of God, which the 
Holy Scriptures plentifully bear testimony to, is to be witnessed 
by believers in all generations, as well as by those in the first ages 
of Christianity ; in which case, some account of your own expe- 
rience will be helpful to them. And this we recommend as the 
most efiectual means for begetting and establishing in their 
minds a firm belief of the Christian doctrine in general, as well 
as of the necessity of the aid and help of the operations of the 
Holy Spirit of God in the hearts of men in particular, contained 
in that most excellent book the BIBLE; and for the pre- 
serving them from being defiled with the many pernicious 
notions and principles, contrary to such sound doctrine, which 
are at this time industriously dispersed in the nation, to the 
reproach of the Christian profession in general. 

And, forasmuch as repeated occasion hath been given of great 
grief and affliction to Friends, which hath caused the way of 
truth to be evil spoken of, by the laimching out of divers under 
our profession too far into the affairs of this world, to their 
own hurt, the reproach of the society, aad wronging other per- 
sons of their just properties, we recommend great care and cir- 
cumspection to all Friends in this respect, and in particular do 
refer to the advices in the Yearly Epistles in 1710, 1724, and last 
year ; and do desire Friends, at their several Monthly Meetings, 
to use their utmost endeavours, by a watchful eye, to prevent, 
as much as in them lies, all such unjust practices and scandals. 

At this time, as at several other times in former years, it 
hath been the concern of this meeting to advise on particular 
occasions, and in particular cases: which occasions could not 
offer themselves in this manner, if all Friends, who make pro- 
fession of the holy truth with us, did duly regard the teachings 
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of the grace of God in themselves^ and obey tiie Idvioe of that 
Wonderful Counsellor ; (Isa* ix. 6>) because it is moat certain^ 
that all those who do or shall attend to the teachings and 
counsel of the Holy Spirit of God, will find cause to say with the 
Psalmist^ '' Thy commandment is exceeding broad ;'' (Psa. (oax* 
96^) for by it all may be sufficiently instructed^ and pr^arod 
"to every good work/^ (2 Tim. iL 2L) 

Finally, dear friends, our beginning was in the Spirit^ imd 
our comfortable fellowship is under the holy influences of it ; 
therefore let aU be diligent in waiting on Gt>d for tibe renewings 
thereof, and watching in it, whereby the snares of the evil one 
may be seen and avoided^ and we continue a people, to tiie 
praise of his name, who hath called us out of darkness into his 
marvellous lights and therein shine, as his chaldicfn, before thfd 
world. And, we earnestly pray the Father of all ^ur meiieies 
may keep you blameless xmto the day of the coming of his 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ ; in the fellowship dT whose t^irit 
we salute you and remain, 

YoTJs. Fbiends A3SJ) Bbethbbn. 
Signed in and on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, in 
London, the 14th of the Fourth Month, 1728, by 

Alexander -ABsccrrr, 
Clerk of the lueeetmg tihis Year. 



EPISTLE, 1729. 

Feom the Yearly Meeting of Fbiends and Brethren, held 

IN London, by Adjournment, 

From the S6th of 13ie Third Month, to the 30th of the flame, inchx&ire, 

1729, 

To the Quarteriyand Monthly Meetings ofPHend^ and ^Brethren 

in Great Britain, and elsewh^e. 

Dear Fbiends and Brethren, 

In the love of our heavenly Father we salute you $ signifying 
that, in this our annual assembly;, the light of his glorious 
countenance hath graciously been afforded to tlsi; and, uaader 
the blessing thereof, the affairs of his •church have be^i canriBd 
on amongst us in much love, peace, and condesoeinsion. 
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By accottnts brought from the several Quarterly aud Moathly 
Meetings in England; and by epistles &om Wales^ North 
Britain, Ireland^ Holland, Rhode-Island^ Long-Island, PennsyU 
vania, Maryland^ North Carolina, Barbadoes, and Antigua ; and 
also, by the verbal accounts of our &iends Joshua Fielding and 
Samuel Bownas^ who have lately separately visited the meetings 
of Friends in America; also some places where no Friends 
do dwell, and where no meetings had before been ; we have the 
comfortable and satisfactory account that truth doth prosper ; 
and in many places there is an openness among the people, not 
only to hear, but also to receive, the testimony thereof; and, 
that Friends are generally in peace and unity one with another. 

We are also particularly informed, that on the continent of 
America there is a very great increase of the number of Friends, 
among whom l^e affairs of truth are well managed, and, diat 
there is a spring of living and sound ministry raised in divers 
parts of those plantations ; which we heartily wish and desire may 
be a means to provoke and stir up Friends in general to a fervent 
zeal and concern fpr the honour and glory of the Lord our God, 
and the gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath been gra- 
ciously pleased not only to gather us to be a people, but hath 
also hith^*to preserved us; and, by the ann of fai« mighty 
power, hath wrought wonderfully for our deliverance from many 
g[rievous burdens and oppressions which our elders laboured 
under. 

The accounts of the sufferings of Friends brought in this year, 
in England and Wales do conount unto four thousand one hun- 
dred and thirty pounds and upwards, mostly on account of tithes 
and diurch-rates so called. There is at present no Friend pri- 
soner on truth's account, that we hear of, in this kingdom. On 
which occasion we cannot but commemorate the goodness of our 
God in this his merciful dispensation, ^o different from the lot 
of our fathers; which we earnestly pray may, by all of us, be 
remembered with deep hum^ty and thankfulness. 

All Friends everywhere, keqp to the IjovA's power iiiat 
guthered you to be a people that were not a people ; that, under 
the work of it, you may be made what the Lord would have you 
to be; where every one of you may eome clearly to see your 
ptaoes and fii^*vices in the <^urches of Christ, and, from a real 
sense of your duty, be heartily engaged to stand by the testi- 
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mony which God hath given you to bear; that, as good stewards 
of the manifold gifts he hath been pleased to bestow^ you may 
be preserved faithful, and labour in that ability to stir up one 
another in love^ and against the evil one^ who is labouring to 
sow his evil seed of strife and contention, whereby he may divide 
in Jacob, and scatter in Israel ; or, by coldness and negligence^ 
lead any from the Lord, and the light of his Holy Spirit, wherein.: 
our communion hath been, and still is sweet and pleasant ; in 
which, as we are careful to walk, we can have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but are engaged to 
reprove them. 

Deab. Friends, 

Many are the good and wholesome advices which in former 
years have been recommended from this meeting, exhorting to 
faithfulness and perseverance in all godliness and honesty ; yet, 
to our grief, we find there are fresh instances of great shortness 
in coming up in the practice thereof; particularly by some 
injuriously defrauding their creditors of their just debts, and not 
performing their word and promise, which have occasioned 
grievous complaints ; wherefore we desire and intreat, when any 
such occasion of reproach shall be, that whatsoever Monthly 
Meeting, within the compass whereof it may happen, they do 
not fail speedily to set righteous judgment on the head of the 
transgressor. 

And, we would hope, if Friends in their Monthly Meetings 
should, pursuant to the direction of this meeting in the epistle 
of 1708, appoint proper, sensible, and honest Friends to visit 
their respective members, it may, in great measure, prevent the 
necessity of repeating the advices which have been so frequently 
given. To which we find ourselves at this time engaged to add, 
and to request, that Friends in any part of this kingdom, or 
other place, where provisions and the necessaries of life are dear, 
and scarce, or sickness doth remarkably aflUct, would, in propor- 
tion to such scarcity or affliction, exert their charitable assistance 
to the poor ; which is our Christian duty, as stewards of the many 
mercies wherewith the Lord hath intrusted us. 

This meeting, being at this time under a tender and religious 
concern for the youth among us, that the succeeding generation 
may be preserved in the way of truth, and, through the grace of 
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our Lord Jesus Christ, grow up therein, that, when we are 
removed, they may stand in a faithful testimony for the Lord, 
and be valiant in their day for his truth upon earth, do earnestly 
recommend it to all Friends, as much as in them lies, to prevent 
their children and servants from reading plays, romances, and 
all such books as have any tendency to lead their minds from 
God, and draw their youthful affections to a love of the world, 
and desire after the vanities and evils that are therein. 

And also, to be very careful to prevent their children and 
servants from reading such vile and corrupt books (some of 
which have been published of late), as manifestly tend to oppose 
and reject the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, and to 
introduce deism, atheism, and aU manner of infidelity and cor- 
ruption, both in principle and practice. 

And, likewise, it ought to be the great care and concern of 
parents, as they value the welfare of their children and posterity, 
and of others who have youth under their care, that they 
endeavour, by their example, as well as precept, to keep them 
from bad company ; for many have found, by sad experience, 
the truth of that saying of the apostle, ^' EvU communications 
corrupt good manners.^' 

"We again recommend the advice given in the year 1723, that 
Friends be diligent in attending First and week-day Meetings, 
for the worship of Almighty God ; and that the elders and heads 
of families be good examples therein, and bring their children 
and servants to them. 

Finally, dear friends, approve yourselves as the children of 
the light and of the day, in all holy and Christian conversation 
among men; whereby God will be glorified, the inquirer 
informed, the weak strengthened, and the whole church edified 
and comforted in the spirit of the Lamb ; by whom, the victory 
over the world, the flesh, and the devil, is obtained. 

And, that thus the ends of the earth may be gathered, and 

all flesh see his salvation, is the hearty prayer of 

Your Friends and Bretheen. 

Signed in and by order of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Wilson, 

Clerk this Yeax. 
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EPISTLE, 1730. 

¥bjou the Ybably Mefting of Friends and BjuBTmjBN, hexd 

jN London, by Adjournment, 

From the 18th of the Third Month, to the 22iid of the same, indttBiye, 

1730. 

To ih$ Quarterly and Monthly MeeHngs of Friends and Bretirm, 
in Great Britain^ Ireland^ and eUewbere, 

Dearly Beloved Friends and Brethren, 

Ik tbe felloirdup of the Spirit of Ood our Father, who )i«ith 
called US bj hk graoe uuto the gospel of his Son Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savijoupr, we salute you ; and hereby let you Impw, 
He hath been pleased graciously to favour this our annual 
assembly (wbioh hath been large, and very comfortable) with 
his divine presence ; uniting our hearts to Him, and one unto 
another, in that love wherewith he hath loved us from the 
beginning ; and wherein we earnestly desire all Friends may 
continue, in an humble and Hkmkfo]. remembrance of his 
mercies; daily waiting on Him lor strength to walk wort^iy lof 
so high a calling, 

By accounts brought from the several Quarterly and Monthly. 
Meetings m. Ungland, and epistles from Wales, North Britain, 
Ireland, Holland, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, PeniiLi^l- 
vania, the Jerseys, and Long^Island ; as also by verbal accounts 
from several Friends who have lately visited most of the meet- 
ings in the Americ^tn plantations, we have received acceptable 
accounts of truttVs pmsperity, that love and unit^ in the 
general is maintained among Friends, and a con^derable open- 
ness in many places to heaoi* the doctrine of truth ; and that 
several have received the testimony thereof in the love of it ; 
which is matter of comfort, and encouragement to us to continue 
in faithfulness to it ; notwithstanding in some places things are 
not so well as we could desire. 

The accounts of the sufferings of Friends, brought in this year, 
in England and Wales do amount unto four thousand and 
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eiglity^\re pounds and upwards ; mostly on Kocount of tithes 
and church-rates so called. There is not at present^ that we 
hear of, by the accounts bivmght in^ any Friend a prisoner on 
truth^s account, in this kingdom. 

We likewise give you to understand, that upon report of the 
Enends appointed to examine the aocounts of this meeting, it 
doth appear that a collection is necessary to be made for the 
public servioe of Friends as usual, and thereflne 4o earnestly 
recommend it, requesting all IViends to promote and liberally 
fbrward such collection; and^ wheia made, to remit the same to 
the hands of their several correspdndents, for them to pay to 
tiie cashieiB* 

An eametft eonoem aad trayail of eoul remains upon Ubin 
meeting, that the discipline of the church may be preserved in 
it« primitive purity, and the divers branches of our ancient and 
Christian testimony maintained. We therefore exhort Friends, 
agreeable to former advices, to stand &ithfal in their testimony 
agaaSKst tithes, pnest's wages, and repairing of parish worship 
houses. With this view, our last Yearly Meeting was conoenied, 
for the sake of all her members that might be weak, or their 
judgments mot thoroughly informed therein, to reprint and 
puiUish Anthony Pearson's Oreat Case ol Tithes; and we 
heartily desire vnd entreat Friends to read and diBperse the 
smsve ; hoping it may have this good effect, if read with a wngle 
eye, to mani£est the inconsistency of tithes with tl^s gospel 
dispensation. 

And, dear friends, we tenderly recommend the due observation 
and oareAil regard of the written epistle of this meeting, 1 728, 
rdLating to the ministry, and granting certificates eith^ to men 
or women for that service ; and do now further desire Friends 
to call on strangers for such certificates ; thereby, in all places, 
to prevent being imposed upon, so as far may be. 

And, in regard we h»rve been favoured by the government 
with the enjoyment of our religious liberties, in common with 
o<iher iE^otestant cyssenters, and, in an especial manner, relieved 
"hj the legislature in several cases, which peculiarly concern us 
as a people ; we, therefore, think ourselves obliged earnestly to 
advise all Friends, that they be particularly careful to behave 
with aU ^tttifulness and -gratitude, and 'especially to discoun- 
tenance every the least appearance of indecent freedom, or mark 
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of dissatisfaction, in word or writing, relating to the govern- 
ment. 

We also recommend the good order of Friends relating to 
marriage^ that it be carefully preserved, and duly maintained, in 
the first and earliest proceedings leading thereunto, as w ellas 
the orderly solemnization thereof. And, if any persons, contrary 
to the repeated advice and established order of Friends, should^ 
omder any pretence whatsoever, presume to take one another in 
any meeting for worship, without the consent of the Monthly 
Meeting to which they belong (such proceeding being of a 
clandestine nature, tending to make void the just care of Friends 
in that case, which is of good esteem among the people) ; we 
advise that the Monthly Meeting do not fail to testify against 
the practice, as well as against the persons concerned therein ; 
whereby the body may be preserved clear from any just im- 
putation of allowing or approving that practice. And also, we 
intreat, that due regard be had to the former advices of this 
meeting, respecting marriage between near relations, and inter- 
marriage with persons not of the same faith and profession 
with us. 

We likewise are engaged to refer to former advice from this 
meeting, relating to a godly care and concern for the good 
education of our youth, in order to their preservation from evil 
conversation, and the corruptions which do too much abound; 
agreeable to that ancient and apostolic doctrine, that "Evil 
communications corrupt good manners." With this view we 
did last year, and do now again, earnestly recommend and 
beseech all Friends to admonish and exhort the youth under 
their care, not to read, but refrain [from] all such books as tend 
to make void the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, and to 
promote profaneness and infidelity in the earth. This, if pressed 
earnestly in the love of truth, and in the meekness of wisdom, 
we would hope may often prove efi'ectual. But if, after all these 
endeavours, they shall not be reclaimed, then will a close repre- 
hension and rebuke be necessary; that our society may be 
acquitted from the imputation of blame, which otherwise may 
be laid upon it. And we have good ground to hope, if parents 
of children, and masters of families, would carefully example 
their families in all Christian watchfulness, it would be helpful 
to preserve our youth in our ancient and primitive innocency; 
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and plainness in habit^ in speech^ and in all manner of con- 
versation. 

It hath been a weighty concern on this meeting, that our 
ancient and honourable testimony against Friends being con- 
cerned in bearing arms, or fighting, may be maintained; it 
being a doctrine and testimony agreeable to the nature and 
design of the Christian religion, and to the universal love and 
grace of God. This testimony we desire may be strictly and 
carefully maintained, by a godly care and concern in all to 
stand single and clear therein; so shall we strengthen and 
comfort one another. 

Dear Friends, 

Among the gospel precepts, we find not anything more 
strongly and frequently recommended by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and his apostles, to the primitive believers, than that they should 
love one another; and, as we are sensible, that nothing will 
more contribute to the peace and prosperity of the church, than 
a due regard to this advice, so we earnestly desire that it may be 
the care and concern of all Friends, everywhere, to dwell therein ; 
and, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to maintain love, concord, 
and peace, in and among all the churches of Christ : in order 
thereunto, we recommend it to all Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings, to watch carefully over their members in this respect ; 
that so, where any root of bitterness shall appear, that would 
bring forth envy, strife, emulation and hatred, and thereby our 
holy unity in the Spirit be broken, they do use timely and earnest 
endeavours to prevent and remove the same ; whereby we may 
be preserved a people to the glory of God, and in that perfect 
love and unity which will demonstrate us to be the disciples 
of Christ. 

Beloved in the Lord, 

Having given you the sundry advices proper and necessary, 
from the state of things as represented to this meeting, we do 
now add the recommendation of the apostle Paul to the church 
of the Philippians, — " FinaUy, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there 
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be any pnaae, think of these things :*' commending yocL to Gtod, 
and the if ord of his graoe^ who is able to build you up, and to 
give you an inheritance among the sanctified through faith in 
our Lord Jesus. Unto whom, with the Father, through the 
Holy Spirit, be dominion and glory, throughout all the churches, 
now and for e^er. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Moob£, 
Oerk to the meetiiig this year. 



EPISTLE, 1731. 
Ebok the Teaext Meeting, held in Lonix)n, by Adjoubnment, 

From the 7th to the llth of the Tonrth Month, 1731, indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings qf Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab Feiends and Brethren, 

In a fresh spring of divine love, which has been merciAilly 
and comfortably ext^ided to us, in this our annual assemUy ; 
by which our hearts haye been affected together, and our 
spirits livingly engaged, for the help, strength, and encourage* 
ment of one another, in that holy way of truth and righteousness 
into which the Lord our Ood hatii called us as a people; we 
dearly salute you, — ^humbly beseeching the God and Father of 
aU our mercies, that as he hath called us by his grace to be a 
people to his praise, and hitherto continued his most gracious 
and merciful visitations to us, so he may still continue to look 
down upon us with an eye of pity and tender compassion; and 
that he may never forsake his inheritance, but, according to oiur 
Lord^s blessed promise, may ab\de with us for ever. 

We farther signify to you, that we have not only had large 
and comfortable seasons during the course of this oar atumal 
solemnity, in those medings for the worship of Ood, but also 
in those which oonoem the general affiurs a£ the church; 
which have been managed, throughout, in a spirit of love aad 
mutual condesceofiion, which we h«ve reason to hope locraaaes 
among Friends. 
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By aceounts brought into this meeting from the several 
eonnties } as also, by epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, 
New-England, Virginia, Maryland, Long-Island, Pennsylvania, 
Barbadoes, North and South Carolina, we have received accept- 
able informations of Friends' prosperity in the truth ; and that 
love and unity, and a godly concern for keeping up the good 
order and discipline of the church, is maintained in many 
places; though in some others there is a shortness in these 
respects ,* which is matter of sorrow, and calls for our Christian 
eare and endeavour to redress. 

We have also received accounts of 6ome cotivincement in 
Several places, both in Great Britain and America; and that 
there appears a great openness among people to hear the testi- 
mony of truth declared. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings in England and Wales, 
brought in this year, which are, as usual, mostly for tithes 
and church-rates so called^ is three thousand three hundred and 
five pounds and upwards ; and there is one Friend a prisoner on 
that account. 

And now, dear friends> in the weighty sense and considera- 
tion of the present state of the churchy we recommend unto you 
the following advices i— 

Inasmuch as we have a large body of youth growing up, the 
offspring of Friends, these call for our especial care and concern^ 
that they may be preserved in the way. of truth, in which our 
fbre&thers walked ; and, in order thereto, we tenderly recom- 
mend to all parents and guardians ; first, that they take heed to 
themselves^ that their own spirits be rightly seasoned and 
directed, for the help and good government of their children j 
and then, that they have a constant and watchful eye in love 
over them for thdr good, and keep them, as much as possible^ 
within their notice and observation. For this we are sensible 
0^ that iSie miscarriages of yoiy;h have very much proceeded 
from their being imprudently indulged, or teft to themselves ; 
by which means they become exposed to the danger of evil 
examples on the one hand^ and vicious corrupt principles on the 
other, with whidbi the world too much abounds. And, therefore^ 
we earnestly and tenderly advise all parents and guardians, to 
be watchfully concerned in this respect ; and, that they take all 
proper occasions, both by example and instruction, to help their 
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children. And^ that mothers of children, as well as fathers (as 
they have frequently the best opportunities) would take parti- 
cular care to instruct them in the knowledge of religion and the 
Holy Scriptures ; because it hath been found by experience^ that 
good impressions^ made early on the tender minds of children^ 
have proved lasting means of preserving them in a religious 
life and conversation. This practice was enjoined strongly 
upon the people of Israel by Moses and Joshua^ the servants of 
the Lord^ who required them to read or repeat the law to their 
children. And the apostle Paul takes notice of Timothy's being 
well instructed in the Holy Scriptures from a child^ and of the 
unfeigned faith which dwelt in his grandmother Lois, and 
mother Eunice (2 Tim. i. 5)^ who^ no doubt^ had a religious care 
of his education. 

But^ where parents or guardians are deficient in such their 
care, we recommend to Monthly Meetings that they stir them 
up thereto, either by visiting them in their families, or in such 
manner as in the wisdom of God they may see meet ; that so 
the doctrines of the gospel, and a conversation agreeable there- 
unto, may be maintained unto all generations. 

And, in order to render these advices more effectual, we 
further tenderly recommend to all heads of families, that they 
do frequently call their children and servants together, and, in a 
solemn religious way, cause them to read the Holy Scriptures ; 
and in so doing, that they humbly wait upon God with their 
families, for instruction and counsel to them, respecting Christian 
faith and practice, according to the former advices of this meet- 
ing, particularly that in the year 1706; to which, in an especial 
manner, we refer on this occasion. 

And, with regard to that openness and good disposition which, 
appears in the minds of people to hear the testimony of truth, 
and some convincement in divers places, we earnestly advise 
Friends, that they be careful of their conduct at all times, and- 
on all occasions ; that no stumblingblock be laid in the way of 
honest inquirers, nor offence given to tender young convinced 
Friends. " Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.^' Let us walk wisely towards those that are without, as 
well as those within. Let our moderation and prudence, as well 
as truth and justice, appear unto all men, and in all things ; in 
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trading and commerce, in speecli and communication^ in eating 
and drinking, in habit and furniture; and^ through all, in a 
meek, lowly, quiet spirit ; that, as we profess to be a spiritually- 
minded people, we may appear to be such, as, being bounded by 
the cross of Christ, shew forth the power of that divine principle 
we make profession of, by a conversation every way agreeable 
thereunto. 

And, dear friends, an earnest travail and concern of mind 
remains upon the spirits of many brethren, in order to excite all 
Friends, who make profession of truth with us, to stand faithful 
in our ancient and Christian testimony against tithes of all 
kinds (as well as church-rates so called), according to the several 
former advices of this meeting, particularly that in the year 
1706. 

And it will conduce very much to the rendering the foregoing 
and all other advices of this meeting effectual, if Friends every- 
where, in an especial manner, take care to keep up the good 
order and discipline of Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, in that 
spirit of love and divine wisdom in which they were at first 
constituted; that therein everything may be managed to the 
praise of God, and the preservation of his church and people 
within the bounds and limits of his blessed truth. This, we are 
sensible, has been a means, under divine direction, to keep 
many hurtful things out of the church ; and, therefore, we are 
sincerely concerned that nothing may weaken the hands of 
Friends in this good work, but that it may be carried on for 
the support of our Christian testimony in all its branches. 

" Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, througt 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work, to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, throughJesus Christ ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.'* 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

William Williamson, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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BPISTLB, 1732. 

'Pb/OU the YBABiY JIeETING, 6ELD IN LoNDON, BY ADJOTJBJnCENT, 

From the 29th of the Third Month, to the 3rd of the Fourth Month, 

1733, usdnsiTe. 

To ih$ Quarter^ arid Monthly Meetings qf Friends and Brethren, 
in GfecU Britain^ Ireland, and eisewhere. 

DtA^ Frienbs Akd Srethkei^^- 

In tlie fellowship of the gospel ot our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christy our Holy Head and High Priest^ do we tenderly 
salute you ; and hereby intimate, that this our annual assembly 
hath been favoured with the divine presence of Almighty God ; 
in St sense of whose goodness th6 affairs df this meeting have 
been managed in miich love, peace, knd t spirit of condescen- 
sion, to our mutual comfort and edification. 

By advices brought from the several Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings in England, and by epistles from Wales, Scotland^ 
Ireland, ttolland, Rhode-Island, Peniisylvatiia, Maryland, Bar- 
badoes, and Korth Carolina; as alsd by the relation of ft 
Friend, who hath lately visited iuost of the British plantations 
on the continent of America, we have sundry good accoutits of 
i'riends* prosperity in the truth, alid, that several have beeti 
convinced last year ; that love and Unity are maintained, and 
care is continued, in many places, to keep tip the discipline of 
our society, and maintain the testimony of truth unviolated ; 
yet, to our sorrow, in some parts there appe£u*s too much short- 
ness and remissness ; which we heartily desire iPriends, in their 
Several quarters, may fendeavolir to redr^sS. 

The accounts of the sufferings of Friends in England and 
Wales, brotight in this year, amount to thre^ thousand four 
hundred and nineteen pounds land upwards, chiefly for tithes 
JEUid church-rates so called. One Friend hath been discharged 
out of prison since last Yearly Meeting, and three remain 
prisoners on that account. 

And, dear brethren, inasmuch as it hath been the frequent 
practice of this meeting, to recommend to the several Quarterly 
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and Mcmthly MeetuKga, tenderly to adyise> and earnestly to 
exhort Friends to be careful in bearing a faithful testimony 
i^inst the autichristian yoke of tithes, priests^ maintenance, 
and church-rates so called ; the want whereof^ in some places, 
hath tended to the uneasiness and sorrow of many brethren, and 
added to the sufferings of such as have stood faithful in this our 
ancient and Christian testimony ; and, that the same may be 
amended for the time to come, this meeting doth again earnestly 
recommend to the several Quarterly and Monthly Meetings in 
the love of truth, tenderly to advise and exhort their respective 
members to stand faithful in that testimony; and, where any 
Friends are found weak and deficient therein, that they deal 
with such in the spirit of love and wisdom, according to former 
advices of this meeting, particulf^rly that in the year 1706. 

It is also the earnest desire of this meeting, that all Friends 
be faithfully coneerned to maintain the several other branches 
of our Christian testimony ; and that all Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings be careful to advise their respective members to bring 
in the accounts of their sufferings, &g., that they may be duly 
recorded, and brought yearly tp this meeting, agreeable to our 
epistle 1687. 

We find it our duty to remind our respective members of the 
remarkable uprightness and honesty of our Friignds in the begin* 
ning, in their commerce and converse. How exact were they in 
performing their words and promises, without evasive excuses 
and insincere dealings $ how careful not to involve themselves 
in business which they understood not, nor had stock of their 
own to manage ; how circunispect not to contract greater debts 
than they were able to pay in due time ; which brought great 
credit and reputation to our religiou3 society; buti with sorrow 
we observe, that, contrary to' their example, and the repeated 
advices formerly given by tjii^ meeting, pQi*ticularly in the years 
1729 and 1731, against an inordinate pursuit after riches, too 
many have launched into tirade^ ^d bnsiness above their stocks 
and jsapacities; by which unjustifiable proceedings, and high 
living, they h^ve involved themselves and families in trouble 
and ruin, and brought considerable loss upon pthers, to the 
great reproach of onr holy prpfession. 

W^ therefore recommend jto Friends, in their respective Quar- 
terly and Monthly Meetings, to have a watchful eye over all their 

o 2 
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members ; and where they observe any deficient in discharging 
their contracts and just debts in due time, so as to give reason- 
able suspicion of weakness or negligence^ that Friends do 
earnestly advise them to a suitable care, and necessary inspection 
into their circumstances, in order that they may be helped ; and, 
if any proceed contrary to such advice, and by their failure 
bring open scandal and reproach on the society, that then 
Friends justifiably may and ought to testify against such 
offenders. 

And, dear friends, we tenderly and earnestly advise and 
exhort all parents, and masters of families, that they exert 
themselves in the wisdom of God, and in the strength of his 
love, to instruct their children and families in the doctrines and 
precepts of the Christian religion, contained in the Holy 
Scriptures ; and, that they excite them to the diligent reading 
of those sacred writings, which plainly set forth the miraculous 
conception, birth, holy life, wonderful works, blessed example, 
meritorious death, and glorious resurrection, ascension, and 
mediation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and to educate 
their children in the belief of those important truths, as well as 
in the belief of the inward manifestation and operation of the 
Spirit of God on their own minds, that they may reap the 
benefit and advantage thereof, for their own peace and ever- 
lasting happiness, which is infinitely preferable to all other 
considerations. We therefore exhort, in the most earnest 
manner, that all be very careful in this respect; a neglect 
herein being, in our judgment, very blameworthy ; and further, 
where any deficiency of this sort appears, we recommend to 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, that they stir up those whom 
it may concern to their duty therein. 

It is very acceptable to us to find, by the accounts from the 
several parts of the kingdom, that (according to former exhor- 
tations of this meeting) Friends continue generally careful not 
to defraud the king of his customs, duties, or excise ; and so far 
to discourage such practices, as to avoid dealing in goods 
reasonably suspected to be run. This is a care highly com- 
mendable, and no doubt incumbent on every honest subject. 
But, as the government has signally favoured us in our religious 
liberties, we are under the greater obligations of gratitude, as 
well as duty, to manifest that we are as truly conscientious to 
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render to Caesar the things that are Csesar^s, as to support any 
other branch of our Christian testimony. 

And^ as it is evident that the simplicity and distinguishing 
plainness of our holy profession are too much lost amongst 
us, respecting language, apparel, and behaviour ; we therefore 
earnestly exhort all to keep under the power of the cross of 
Christ, which will crucify to the world, and the vanities of it, 
and bring up in a true life of self-denial, agreeable to the 
gospel, and example of our elders. 

It is also desired, that all Friends, who are masters and heads 
of families, be very careful in attending, and bringing their 
children and servants to meetings, both on First-days and other 
days of the week ; and that young Friends who are sober and 
well inclined be encouraged to attend the service of Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings ; and, that all Friends in such meetings 
wait to feel the power of truth, that their minds being seasoned 
with the virtue thereof, the wholesome discipline of the church 
may be maintained and continued from one generation to 
another, for the help of such as are weak. 

And, for the dealing with all persons oflFending, according to 
the several circumstances of their offence, we recommend, that 
Friends in their said meetings be careful to labour in the spirit 
of love and meekness, regularly and impartially, for the help 
and reclaiming of all such. And if, after such labour of love, 
there appears no ground to hope for repentance, and the case 
be of a scandalous, reproachful nature, that they proceed to 
testify against such practices, and those who are concerned 
therein. 

Finally, dear friends, to render these and all other advices 
serviceable and effectual, we " commend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is [only] able to build you up," and 
preserve you in the practice of all holiness of life, and godliness 
of conversation, and to give you an inheritance among the 
sanctified, through faith in our Lord Jesus : in whose love we 
tenderly salute you, and remain 

YouB. Friends and Brethren. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Edmund Gurney, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1733. 
¥sx>u tHE Yeaelt Mebtino, held nr Londoit^ by Axa&GXtntxtn, 

From the l^h •£ ibe Third Month, to the 19ih, induuTe^ 1733. 

fh>(he Quarfxriyand MimMyMeOif^tJ^ 

in Great Britain^ Irdcmd, and ultewhere. 

Deaslt beloved Friends ahd Bbethben, 

Ik t^ love of Jesui Christ, our blessed Lord Itnd lawgiver, 
snd in Ae iellowsfaip of tlie gospel of peace and salvation, tliis 
onr annual assembly doth tenderly salute yon ; earnestly de- 
siring, that Friend eveiywhere, keeping nnder the holy tiifln- 
ences and direction of the Spirit of truth, may thereby be 
enabled to adorn the dootiine of Qod oar Saviour, by a 
righteous and exemplaiy life and conversation among men, aad 
a firm and steady adherence to the several branches of that 
Christian testimony which we have been called to bear and 
maintain. 

And, dear friends, aiB the promotion <rf piety aind charity is tiie 
end and talent of our meetings for the disciphse of the church, 
a weighty ooncem remains upon ns, that Friends be careM 
diligently to attend those meetings, and, when there, to act in 
the wisdom given them of God, with a real and living s^ise of 
truth upon their spirits ; that so the affairs of the oburch may 
be carried on in brotherly love, and, in that sweet, oafan and 
Oiristian di^oaition of mind, which tends to 1^ mtitual 
comfort and ^edification one of another, and df tiie t^oreh in 
general. 

We ha^^ cause to conliniie humbly thankfiil to the God and 
Father of all our mercies, who hath «been graciously pleased to 
favour this our solemn assembly with a living sense of his 
divine and heavenly presence land goodness ; in the enjoyment 
whereof, we heartily and 'sincerely desire, that the meetings of 
Friends everywhere may be truly comforted and refreshed. 

By advices ftom the several Quarterly and Monthly Meetings 
in Ungland, as also by epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, 
Pennsylvania, and the Jerseys, Long-Island, Rhode-Island, 
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Marylancl^ md Yirginia, we }x^e .po^lfQrtable accounts of 
JB^rlejPLd?' prospeiitjr in tJ^e triUjbJbL^ ajCM^ pf tUe <!;pntuiu9.nce ajjid 
increas^e of peaoe and love .among thepi; Q.nd although in som^e 
plsx^e^ there .appQ^Xs p. want.pf zegj, yiet the testimony of truth 
is Mtentively heard hj ma^Q^, and ^me have hieen Qonvinced 
last year. 

The accounts .pf IViends^ 9ufferin^s in England and Wales, 
hrpvight in thi* yp*r^ feeing chiefly .fpr tithes^ and churchrrates 
80 called, aiQOU|i,t to thx:Qe thousand four hundred ajid fifty- 
€ight pounds and upw.ards. T^o Friends have been discharged 
,0,ut of priso.n last jCiar, and tyro are now remaining prisoneiis. 

And, de^ fj:iend8, this ^meeting observing a re^i^ness in 
some ^lacps, in respect to oru* testimony agaiust that aijiti- 
christian yoke of tithes, an earnest concern and zeal haye been 
on the minds pjf Friends, that all jnight be e3;citcd and stirred 
iup to faithfulness therein : in order vhereunto, w^ think peces- 
qary to put you in mind, that the zeal of ou^ friends who have 
abode faithful in their tp9timo^y ag?iinst paying 1;ithes, steeple- 
tpuse rates, and priests' maintenance, has greatly tended to the 
opening pf the eyes of many, uot only in this, but ^Uo in other 
countries. We have received last yej^ ap account from JTew 
England, where our Friends .formerly underwent ^evpus siuf- 
ferings, that a law is made, exempting ,them from payiijig either 
to the maintenance of the establisihed ministers, or the repairing 
of their worship-houses; and it is our belief, that if all J'riends 
here had been faithful in their testimony against tithes, the time 
of our delivei^i\ce from that cppressipn^ undejr which this 
nation yet ^oans, would have been ^nearer at h^d. We do 
therefore earuestly exhort to a close conning up in that, and 
every other brauch of pur testimony tending to the promotion 
of gospel liberty, which it has been our concern ever sinqe we 
were .a people, through manifold suflRerings, to main1;ain. And, 
if ^uy weakne^ or ui^faithfulnesis sh^ app^r funong the pro- 
fessors of the truth, we hope faithful friends and brethren will not 
be wanting to administer help and admonition in the lov^ and 
counsel of Ood, ^ they shall see occasdon^ for ,the restoring 
and strengthening of such, ^cording to the advice giv^n by, the 
iapo^tle, Gal. ,yi. 1 : " Brethren, if ^ man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual, ijestore ^uch.an one in the spirit of 
meefkness.'^ 

As it has been matter of comfort to us to hefur that Friends 
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in many places liave a godly concern and care npon them for 
the good education of their children in the fear and nurture of 
the Lord^ and in plainness of habit and speech ; so it is our 
earnest desire, that such a care may be continued and increased^ 
and that all Friends would conscientiously discharge their duty 
therein^ as in the sight of God. . And, dear friends^ we must 
remind you to take all convenient opportunities to put your 
children upon reading and meditating in the Holy Scriptures; 
which, having proceeded from the dictates of the Holy Spirit, do 
afford the most comfortable and salutary instructions of aU 
writings whatever, as we have heretofore often advised, and 
particularly in our epistles of the two last yeai*s, in which the 
advices on this head being large and comprehensive, we refer 
thereto. 

And, as the first day of the week is set apart for the public 
worship of Almighty God, it is our earnest advice, that Friends 
would exhort and encourage their children and families to be 
diligent in attending meetings for worship, and to behave them- 
selves there with seriousness and gravity, as becomes the pro- 
fessors of Christianity ; and to be regardful of the good counsel 
and admonitions of those whose mouths the Lord may be 
pleased to open in the work of the ministry, and that parents 
would be exemplary to their children in closely attending meet- 
ings, not only on the First-days, but, as much as in them lies, 
on other days of the week also ; in which respect we cannot but 
with grief observe too many appear remiss. 

The good accounts we have received of Friends' care in 
general to keep themselves clear of defrauding the king in any 
of his customs, duties, or excise, are very acceptable to us ; and 
we do as formerly, so now again, recommend the continuance of 
a duty so necessary and incumbent on every good and faithftd 
subject ; being expressly commanded by Christ himself, " Render 
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's.'* (Matt, 
xxii. 21.) 

We also think proper to exhort Friends everywhere, to 
avoid all whisperings, backbitings, and talebearings, tending to* 
blemish the reputation of any, or to sow discord, and create evil 
surmisings one of another: a practice which ought to be 
zealously discouraged, as being of a most pernicious consequence 
to society. It is therefore recommended, that when any shall 
hear a report of such a nature, they take an opportunity to 
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acquaint the person concerned thereof, before they again report 
or be instrumental to spread the same. And, in order to stop 
the mouths of all talebearers and slanderers. Friends would do 
well to manifest their aversion to such a practice. " The north 
wind,'^ saith Solomon, " driveth away rain, so doth an angry 
countenance a backbiting tongue.'^ Prov. xxv. 23. 

And, dear friends, our tender and brotherly advice to your 
several Quarterly Meetings is, that they would be careful 
annually to depute such Friends to attend the service of the 
Yearly Meeting as are well acquainted with the affairs of the 
church, and diligent attenders of the meetings for discipline in 
the respective counties and places where they dwell, and whose 
practice and conversation are answerable to the testimony they 
profess to bear. 

Finally, brethren, we recommend you to God, and to the 
teachings of his Holy Spirit in your hearts, that divine moni- 
tor, which alone can supply the defect of outward instruc- 
tions. And, as you abide under its holy conduct and guidance, 
your strength will be renewed, you will be led into the practice 
of godliness and truth, and be enabled to walk worthy of the voca- 
tion wherewith you are called, to the praise of our heavenly 
Father, who hath called us out of darkness into his marvellous 
light ; to whose holy protection we commit you, and remain, in 
the fellowship of one Spirit, 

Your Friends and Brethren. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Moore, 
«Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1734. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From th^ 3rd of the Fourth Month, to the 7th of the same, inclusive, 

1734. 

To the Qtmrterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 
In the fellowship of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, our Holy Head and High Priest, who, by the blessed 
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influences of his divine and heavenly Spirit^ fint called us out of 
the evils and pollutions of the -world, and hath, by bis nughtj 
power, preserved us unto this day, a people to bis praise; we 
most tenderly and affectionately salute you. 

In a grateful sense of the refreshing presence of our good 
and gracious God, which we have measurably experienced to 
overshadow this our annual assembly, we acquaint you^ that 
the affairs of the church have been therein managed and carried 
on in a spirit of Christian love and brotherly cond^sceasion, to 
the mutual comfort and edificaticm one of another. 

By the advices received from the several Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings in England, as also by epistles from Wales, 
Scotland, Ireland, Pennsylvania, and the Jerseys, Bhode- 
Island, Maryland, and Long-Island, we have good and comfort- 
able accounts of the prosperity of truth, and the convincement 
of several in this nation, and in divers parts of America ; that 
some young Friends are of late raised up to bear a public testi- 
mony to the truth in our assemblies ; and, that a spirit of love 
and concord doth diffuse itself through the churches, to the 
imiting of Friends one unto another : so that we have just 
occasion of thankfulness to the Almighty, for the continuance 
of his ancient goodness, and the renewings of his merciful visita- 
tions towards us : and it is our earnest desire, that a constant 
care and regard may rest upon all our spirits, to walk worthy 
of the benefits received ; and, by an holy and upright conver- 
sation, so to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, 
that others, by our good works which they shall behold, may 
also glorify God in the day. of visitation. 

The accounts of Friends^ sufferings in Great Britain brought 
in this year, being chiefly for tithes, and church-rates so called, 
amount to three thousand one hundred eighty-eight pounds and 
upwards ; and those in Ireland, to one thousand five hundred 
and eighty-five pounds. One Friend has been discharged out 
of prison since last year, and one yet remains a prisoner on 
account of tithes. 

And, dear friends, for the sake of those particular persons, in 
some places, who yet continue remiss in maintaining their 
testimony against the antichristian yoke of tithes, we think 
neeessaiy to repeat the advice given last year, that .Friend3, as 
they shall see occasion in the wisdom of God, wpuld admonish 
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tudi^ tind) in ^kt spirit of love fmd meekness, eside»raur to help 
aoxd <st4rengthen tbem^ and to excite and stir tbem up to faibfaful- 
nesB in that branch of our ancient testimony. 

As there has been heretofore^ so there yet remains upon this 
meetings a peculiar regard to, and weighty concern for^ the oflF- 
spring of Friends, that the ri^ng generation might be trained 
up in the principles and practice of the 'Chri0tian retigion : in 
order whereunto, as formerly, so now again, we recommend an 
h«fflible waiting ^pon the Lord for the manifesfcaidon of his 
power and Spirit, and « diligent reading ^of the Holy Scriptures 
in your families ; and, that masters of families, parents, and 
^naMians <»f oKldren, at proper aud isonveDient «)pportimifies, 
wioald «tir up tiiose under their care to dUigeoice herein.; shew- 
ing theiA, that those sacred writings do oontaxn the doctrines 
and principles of our profession ; and explaimingto them, as the 
Lord -by his Spirit shall enable, the grounds and causes iindacing 
tb*]Gnds to distinguish themselves, by not conforming to the 
vain fashions and corrupt customs of the world ; and, that one 
^eat end of Christ's coming wa«, to form to himself a people, 
v^ho, by their lives and conversations, diould be patterns of that 
simplicity, holiness, and charity, which our great Lord himself 
in the most perfect manner exhibited, ^^ leaving us an .example, 
that ye should follow his steps. '^ Sy simplicity, we understand 
an inward sincerity and lowly disposition of mind, producing 
that plainness of speech, habit, and manners, which Christ him- 
self and his holy apostles recommended. By holiness, an internal 
purity and renovation of soul, wrought in us by the grace .of 
God ; the iruits whereof are, a devout and religious behaviour, 
^stiee,:and inoffenstveness in all our dealoAg^s and conversation. 
By charity, that spirit of love, compassion, and forbearance, 
wherein consists the sum .and substance of religion;; the intro- 
iduction of that universal peace and goodwill upon :earth, which 
is the great design of Christianity, as well as the badge and 
'cbaii»eterL3tic of our iioly profession. ^^3j thi^'' sadth our 
Wessed Lord, *^ diall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye hme love one to .another.'^ John xiii. 35. 

And, dear friends, we desii^, that you would excite and stir 
up your children to adiligent attending the First-daj and week- 
flay mi66tiing8,.ainA be ^exemplary youreelves therein j not in a 
mere formal and jeustomary attendance, but in a serious and 



204 EPISTLES FSOX THE [17M- 

diligent waiting upon the Lord; for ad formality in worship 
occasioned the Lord to complain of his people in days of old, 
that they drew near to Him with their months, and with their 
lips did honour Him ; but had remoyed their hearts far from 
Him, (Isa. xxix. 13,) so we have reason to fear, that the same 
formality has been one cause of that great declension from the 
purity and spirituality of gospel worship, which is too apparent 
among many of the professors of Christianity. 

And, inasmuch as it hath pleased the Lord to concern some 
amongst us, as instruments in his hand, to travel to and fro, 
for the preaching and spreading of the gospel ; we advise, that 
where meetings for worship are settled, when any such are con- 
cerned to visit you, you would give notice thereof to your sober 
and well-inclined neighbours, that they may have an opportunity 
to hear the testimony of truth declared ; a means which the 
Lord hath been often pleased to make use of, for gathering 
many out of the world unto himself, through the power of the 
word of life faithfuUy preached. 

And, whereas the number of Friends attending the service of 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings for the discipline of the 
church is but small in some places, we desire, that elders would 
give all due encouragement to such younger Friends as they 
observe to be religious and sober in their conversation, to attend 
the service of those meetings; that so, being inured to the 
management of the affairs of the church in the company of their 
elders, they may be the better qualified to succeed them therein, 
and to supply their places and service, when removed. 

And, seeing it is very evident that ''evil communications 
corrupt good manners,^' we think proper to recommend with 
much affection to our young Friends, that they be very careful 
to avoid all such company as, by a light and vain conversation, 
would tend to alienate their minds from the love of virtue and 
sobriety ; for " the discourse of fools is irksome, and their sport 
is in the wantonness of sin/' Eccles. xxvii. 13. " If,'' therefore, 
''thou be among the indiscreet, observe the time;" tarry not 
there, "but be continually among men of understanding." 
Ver. 12. And we do exhort Friends everywhere, tha.t in the 
great concern of marriage, whereon much of the comfort and 
happiness of life depend, they be mindful to proceed in the 
fear of the Lord, and have an eye to Him for counsel and in- 
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struction in their choice ; the neglect of which has been the 
ruin of many families^ and tended much to the reproach and 
dishonour of our holy profession. 

We are glad to hear, by accounts received, that Friends are 
generally found in the practice of their Christian duty of ren- 
dering to Caesar the things that are Caesar's ; and do earnestly 
recommend a strict care for the continuance of the same, in 
every branch of the king's revenue. 

And we earnestly exhort all friends and brethren, that, under 
a living concern of spirit for the honour of God, and welfare of 
his people, they diligently watch over one another for good; 
and, where any weakness or unfaithfulness, touching any branch 
of our Christian testimony, appears in any making profession 
with us, let such be timely and tenderly advised, and in the 
wisdom of truth stirred up to their duty. 

Finally, dear friends, we recommend you to God, to Jesus 
Christ the bishop of our souls, and to the Holy Spirit, the 
Anointing ; that, being taught and anointed thereby, ye may 
shew forth the works of the Spirit ; and, having done your day's 
work in the daytime, ye may lay down your heads in peace^ 
and receive at last the joyful welcome from our Lord and 
Sayiour, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.'' (Matt, 
XXV. 34.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Daniel Vandewall, 
Clerk to the meeting this year* 



EPISTLE, 1735. 
From otjr Yearly Meeting held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 26th of the Third Month, to the 2nd of the Fourth Month, 

inclusive, 1735. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Priends and Brethren, 

Grace be unto you, and peace from God our father, and from 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; in a renewed sense of whose ancient 
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lore and life, and in the fellowship of the one Spirit, the bond 
of peace, which at first united us one nnto another, we tenderiy 
salute you, knowing that this hath been our strength and pre^ 
servation to this day^ and only can enable us to persevere 
faithful tmto the end in every good word and work. Wherelore 
we earnestly desire, that the churches of Christ everywhere 
may thereby be established unblameable in holiness, and may 
increase and abound in love one towards another, aad tawarda 
allmen* 

We are humbly thankful to the Qod and Father oi aU Mr 
mercies, that he hath been pleased to favour this our annual 
assembly with his wonted goodness and gracious visitations ; 
and, that the aflfairs and concerns of the church have been 
therein carried on in a spirit of mutual condescension and 
brotherly love; in which we impart unto you the following 
advices. 

By accounts received from the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings in England, as also by epistles from Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland, Holland^ Barbadoes, Long-Island, Rhode-Island, Yir-p 
ginia, New-England, Carolina, Pennsylvania, and the Jerseys, 
we have received comfortable informations of the continuance 
of love and unity in the churches ; and that^ although many of 
our ancient Friends are removed by death, it hath pleased 
the Lord, by a fresh visitation, to raise up others in divem 
places to succeed them ; several having been of late convinced, 
and some called to bear a public testimony to his name and 
truth. 

The amount of Friends^ sufferings in England and Wales 
brought in this year, being chiefly for tithes and church-rates 
so called, is three thousand five hundred and forty-five pounds 
and upwards ; and in Ireland, one thousand five himdred and 
thirty-four pounds and upwards; making together above five 
thousand and eighty pounds ; and one Friend is continued a 
prisoner on account of tithes. 

And, dear friends, as it hath been the concern of this 
meeting frequently to advise that Friends should stand faithful 
in their testimony against that antichristian yoke of tithes, so 
we do now renew our advice in that respect. 

And we earnestly intreat the faithful among you, to take all 
suitable opportunities of endeavouring to demonstrate to such 
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as* Are weak aad unfaitlful, the itnpoi*tancc of oar testimony 
against Deceiving oi* paying tithes, the natural tendency whereof 
is to obtain that Kberty which the purest ages of Christianity 
enjoyed; that is, a liberty for any person, moved by the Holy 
Slpirit of God, to preach the doctrine of the glorious gospel of 
ottr Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ freely ; and of which they 
were not deprived, till such time as great corruptions of doctrine 
and practice were found amongst the professors of Christianity, 
and the civil powers were prevailed upon to meddle with the 
consciences of the people,. which of right are to be subjected to 
God cmiy. 

We cannot therefore but bless the Lord, from an experi- 
mental witnessing of the comfort and spiritual advantage which 
arises from such a liberty, that he was pleased to raise up our 
worthy elders, and to give them a testimony against that anti- 
christian yoke ; making them willing, in this and other nations, 
to suflFer for that testimony, thereby showing to the world 
What the love of Christ is able to do ; for, we believe, nothing 
short of that love could have enabled them to suffer the spoil 
of their goods, and the long imprisonments of their bodies, even 
unto death, as some of them did, for their conscientious refusal 
to pay tithes ; and, we have reason to believe, that if all amongst 
us had followed their example, by abiding faithful in this our 
Christian testimony, we might, before this time, have been in 
a great measure relieved from under that oppression. 

And, as it hath been frequently the care and concern of this 
meeting to advise parents, and all who have the tuition and 
education of children, to bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord; we are still sensible that there is 
occasion to repeat our tender advice and exhortation that you 
would lay this matter closely to heart ; for it is certain that the 
preservation of your offspring in the way of true religion and 
godliness, is of much greater moment to their happiness, both 
in this life, and in that which is to come, than anything else 
you are capable of doing for them ; and therefore we renew our 
advice, that you be diligently exercised in such a godly care, 
waiting upon God for wisdom from Him, first to walk wisely 
and circumspectly before them yourselves, and then you may, 
with more weight and authority, in the meekness of that wisdom, 
instruct, advise, exhort, and rebuke, as you shall see occasioiu 
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And^ we think it will contribute very much to your success in 
these endeavours, if you put them frequently in a solemn manner 
upon reading the Holy Scriptures^ especially such parts of them 
as relate to the great doctrines and precepts of the Christian, 
religion; and then wait upon God with them, that you may 
become instruments to open their understandings ; and, in the 
sense of his power and wisdom, press them closely to the prac- 
tice of what they read. Such an exercise as this, begun early, 
and frequently repeated, we recommend as the indispensable 
duty of all concerned, and the most likely means for the preser- 
vation and improvement of children in the way of truth ; and,, 
through the Lord's blessing, to secure them from being pre- 
vailed upon by the many false deceitful spirits that are gone 
forth into the world, tending to subvert the Christian faith, and 
a practice and conversation agreeable thereto. 

And, forasmuch as a true Christian practice, and every branch 
of it, is the fruit and effect of the inward sanctification of the 
heart by the Spirit of Christ, for which we are frequently to 
wait on Him in all humility and lowliness of mind; we tenderly 
advise, that everything tending to obstruct or divert the minds, 
either of children or those of more advanced years, from this 
good exercise, may be carefully avoided, and taken out of the 
way. And, it being evident that the glory and vanity of the 
world, and the pleasures and diversions of it, are of this nature 
and tendency, we therefore advise, that all parents and masters, 
in the first place, be good examples to their children and 
families, in an humble and circumspect walking, and with all 
plainness of habit and speech, which is agreeable to the cross of 
Christ, the example of our ancient Friends, and the frequent 
advices of this meeting. And also, that they be very careful 
not to indulge their children in the use and practice of things 
contrary thereunto; for we are sensible, that, by such habits, 
of how little moment soever some may think them, the tender 
minds of children, while very young, being lifted up and drawn 
aside from the simplicity of the truth, a foundation is early laid 
for those undue liberties so justly complained of; for a love 
and delight in such things, imprudently indulged at first, grows, 
up with them, and becomes strengthened more and more into 
confirmed habits, and thus some have become enemies to the 
cross of Christ, and forsaken and opposed the way of truth ; 
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which possibly might have been prevented by parents doing 
their duty, in being good examples, and not cherishing the 
seeds of vanity and folly in their children, but, on the contrary, 
prudently discouraging every appearance of evil in them, which 
necessary duty we earnestly recommend to their serious con- 
sideration and practice. 

And we do further recommend, as a means very conducive to 
the preservation of Friends, a people of one heart and one way, 
for the good of themselves and their children after them, that 
the discipline of the church, in the several meetings instituted 
for that purpose, be kept up and managed in a spirit of 
wisdom and love. Let all things in those meetings be done 
with charity ; let the love of God in an especial manner rule in. 
your hearts, and therein, though sometimes different sentiments 
may arise, yet will every particular member have the same 
thing in view, viz., the glory of God, and the good of his 
church and people ; and, in this singleness of heart, they will 
best promote the great end and services of those meetings. 
We advise, therefore, upon this occasion, that nothing be done 
through strife and contention, nor from any private views, or 
the influence of numbers ; but, in lowliness of mind, let each 
esteem another better than himself; and where any debates 
arise, endeavour, in a spirit of meekness, to convince one another ; 
and as you so stand mutually engaged in love, your hearts will 
be enlarged, and all undue warmths and discord will be gradu- 
ally removed; and you will be enabled, through meekness^ 
humility, long-suffering, and forbearance one of another, to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ; always bearing in 
mind that excellent caution of the apostle. Gal. v. 26 : ^^ Let ua 
not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying 
one another :'' knowing this, that '^ the fruit of the Spirit is love^ 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meeknessj^ 
temperance ; against such there is no law. And they that are 
Christ^s have crucified the flesh, with the affections and lusts^ 
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.^^ Versea 
22—25. 

The advices we have received of the general care of Friends to 
keep clear from defrauding the king in any branch of his revenue 
are very acceptable to us; who hold it our indispensable 
duty, with regard to kings, and all that are in authority, to 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

p' 
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Again, dear friends^ we esteem it our duty to renew onr 
former advices, tbat Friends everywhere take diligent care to 
prevent, as mucli as possible, persons professing with ns de- 
frauding their creditors of their just dues, to the great scandal 
and reproach of our holy profession; by timely admonishing 
and cautioning all those of our society, who, by delays in 
payment, and breaking their words and promises, give reason- 
able cause of suspicion that their circumstances are desperate ; 
advising all such to inspect their accounts, and give up their 
effects in time, in order to make the best they can to their 
creditors : which will most conduce to their own peace, and the 
credit and reputation of our Christian society. But if any, 
through ambition or desire of grandeur in the world, shall 
reduce themselves to insolvency, after having been thus plainly 
cautioned, and dealt with according to the nature of the offence, 
and pursuant to the advices of this meeting in the years 1728 
and 1732 (to which we refer you), then the Society will justly 
be clear of reproach arising from the misconduct of such. A 
care of this nature we earnestly recommend, not only to Monthly 
and Quarterly Meetings, but also, that Friends, in their private 
capacity, watch over, advise, and caution one another, whenever 
they observe any real occasion for it. 

And, as it has pleased the Lord, in his great mercy and good- 
ness, to favour the faithfal among his people, not only in such 
public assemblies as these, but also in their small retired 
meetings in the country everywhere, with the lifting up of the 
light of his countenance upon them, and renewing an inward 
and spiritual acquaintance with them, by which they are greatly 
encouraged to meet often together to think upon his name, and, 
as He shall move any thereunto, to speak one unto another, to 
their mutual edification and comfort ; we take this opportunity 
to renew our former advices, that Friends, in their several 
counties and places, be diligent in attending religious meetings 
for the worship of God, not only on First-days, but on other 
days of the week, and, as near as may be, at the time appointed; 
there being, by accounts brought in to this meeting from some 
places, a great neglect in this respect ; which we have reason to 
believe is owing to a being overcharged with the cares of this 
life, the deceitfulness of riches, and the love of other things, 
which choke the good seed, so that love to religion and the 
worship of God decay and grow cold. 
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Finally, brethren, we exhort you, in the words of the apostle, 
to '* warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, 
support the weak, be patient toward all men. See that none 
render evil for evil unto any man ; but ever follow that which 
is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.^' (1 Thess. v. 
14, 15.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Edmund Gurney, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1736. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 14th of the Fourth Month, to the 19th of the same, inclusive, 

1736. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In the sweet communion and fellowship of the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which brought us to be a people, we tenderly 
salute you, and impart unto you the following advices : — 

The affairs of this our annual assembly (blessed be the God 
and Father of all our mercies) have been carried on in a spirit 
of meekness and condescension, and with much love and qiiiet- 
ness ; and the ancient power and goodness of the Lord (the 
crown of all our religious assemblies) has been measurably expe- 
rienced among us, to the refreshing and comforting the hearts of 
his children. 

By accounts from the Quarterly Meetings in England, as also 
by epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Barbadoes, 
South and North Carolina, Maryland, New-England, Long- 
Island, Rhode-Island, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New- Jersey, 
we are informed of the continuance of peace and concord in 
the churches in general ; and that, notwithstanding the de- 
clension of some particular persons, who, through neglecting the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in themselves, have been drawn 
aside into undue liberties, to the grief and exercise of the 
faithful ; yet it hath pleased the Lord in many places to afford 
a fresh visitation of his power and spirit, to the convincing and 

p 2 
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gatheiing of others^ and to the carrying on that work of reforma- 
tion whicli he hath begun in the earthy and will folly accomplish 
in his own appointed time. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings in England and Wales^ 
brought in this year (chiefly for tithes and church-rates so 
called^) is three thousand three hundred thirty-two pounds and 
upwards; and of those in Ireland^ one thousand four hundred 
fifty-eight pounds and upwards; besides which^ some particular 
Friends have been put to great expenses^ by prosecutions in the 
ecclesiastical and other courts ; and^ if all Friends did bring in 
an account of their sufferings, the sum would be much greater 
than it is. One Friend is discharged from his imprisonment 
since last year; and there are two at present prisoners on 
account of tithes. 

And^ dear friends^ as we have^ ever since we were a people, 
maintained our Christian testimony against tithes^ and forced 
maintenance of ministers, as contrary to the nature of the gospel 
dispensation; we cannot but repeat our earnest exhortations^ 
that Friends everywhere stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made them free, and beware of burdening their own 
consciences by a mean submission to an antichristian yoke of 
bondage, through fear of suffering. A meek and quiet spirit 
under temporal inconveniences, for the sake of our Christian 
testimony, is one of the best proofs of our sincerity therein, and 
may be a means of effectuaUy recommending us to the com- 
passion of those whom God has placed in authority over us ; to 
whose hands he has committed the power of giving us reUef, 
and from whom it becometh us to seek it with humility and 
patience. 

Though the accounts we have received from some places of 
this and other countries, of the prosperity of truth, and of the 
coming forth of some among us in a public testimony thereunto, 
have been very acceptable unto us ; yet it is with much grief 
and concern that we observe in some a declension from the 
way of righteousness and truth, as well as from the plainness 
of habit, and simplicity of speech and behaviour, which were so 
conspicuous in our early Friends, and many of their offspring. 
This declension, we apprehend, arises from a disregard to the 
divine light and truth they have been often recommended to, 
as the regulator of their words and actions. By a careful and 
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conscientious regard to this^ the holy men, in all ages, obtained 
a good report ; and our ancients^ and many of their immediate 
offspring, were comely in the eyes of the nation, for their solid 
deportment, and religious regard to their words and actions : a 
godly fear rested upon their minds, that the precious truth and 
principle which they professed, and felt the blessed effects of, 
might not suffer reproach from their misconduct. The like 
holy concern now, would tend to regulate our youth, and render 
them more comely in the eyes of beholders than any external 
ornaments or deckings of the body whatsoever: this would 
instruct them to avoid all pride and affectation, and endue them 
with humility, modesty, and virtue, which recommend to the 
favour of Ood, and a good esteem among men. A religious 
regard to the principle of light and truth, God's witness in the 
mind and heart of man, ever produces the most beneficial effects, 
as well to society in general, as to every one in particular. 
This would introduce universal love, peace, and concord, among 
mankind; this would sweeten the bitter spirit, mollify and 
assuage the fierce and violent dispositions of men, mutually 
endear relations and Mends, and bring all into the unity and 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit : the fruits whereof (the apostle 
declareth) are joy, peace, long-suffering, brotherly kindness, and 
charity. We do therefore most earnestly recommend a strict 
attention to this holy and divine principle, to Friends every- 
where, and, in a particular manner, to the youth of the present 
generation. 

And, dear friends, you who have children under your care or 
tuition, we beseech you to accustom them early to the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures, and to train them up in the way of the 
cross, as soon as they are capable of receiving impressions of 
good and evil ; that parents be careful how they indulge them 
in anything that has an evil tendency, endeavouring to restrain 
them from every hurtful thing which their natural inclinations 
may lead them to desire after ; this, we think, is the indispen- 
sable duty of all parents; and we cannot see how they can 
answer the omission of it in the sight of God. For such 
neglect too often occasions ill habits, which afterwards are not 
to be restrained without great difiSculty, if at alL We also 
earnestly intreat our young friends, with all readiness of mind, 
to receive and give place to the labour of love and wholesome 
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admonitions bestowed upon them by their parents or others^ for 
their benefit and instruction^ and carefully to avoid all evil com- 
pany^ which corrupts good manners^ and leads into disorder and 
extravagancy. And, that the endeavours of parents may be 
crowned with success, it behoveth them to enforce their advice 
by a suitable practice, and an exemplary walking in all holiness 
and godliness of conversation. 

And, dearly beloved friends and brethren, we desire you to 
encourage such youth as are regular and sober in their conversa- 
tion, to frequent our Monthly and Quarterly Meetings ; that 
they may see the care which is taken for the maintenance of our 
poor, and the preservation of our Christian discipline, and 
thereby become more useful in their respective meetings, and 
to the church in general. And, we tenderly intreat that you 
would, both by word and example, excite them to a diligent 
attendance of our meetings for worship, not only on the First- 
days, but also on the other days of the week. 

By accounts from the several counties, we do not understand 
but that Friends are clear from the practice of running of 
goods, or defrauding the king of his customs or revenues : we 
earnestly recommend the continuance of that necessary duty, 
and desire that Friends everywhere may be careful to discourage 
such practices, which are not only unjust, but also inconsistent 
with that gratitude which we, as a people, ought to express 
towards a government, to whose lenity and goodness we are 
obliged for the privileges we enjoy. 

And it is the earnest desire of this meeting, that a spirit of 
love and humility may more and more diffuse itself among us, 
and influence the hearts of all : that so every one may come to 
seek peace and pursue it : and that none be apt to take offence, 
but each, in hi& own particular, be more careful to rectify his 
own failings and imperfections, than curious in observing, cen- 
suring, and aggravating those of others. This will lead to the 
exercise of mutual forbearance and forgiveness one of another; 
by which the occasions of contention will be avoided, and the 
churches preserved in a state of peace and tranquillity. 

And, dear Friends, in order that as we have received Christ, so 
we may walk in Him, in all holiness and godliness of conversa- 
tion, we earnestly exhort, that ye hold fast the profession of the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, without wavering; both in 
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respect to his outward coming in the flesh, his sufferings, death, 
resurrection, ascension, mediation, and intercession at the right 
hand of the Father; and, to the inward manifestation of his 
grace and Holy Spirit in our hearts, powerfully working in the 
soul of man, to the subduing every evil affection and lust, and 
to the purifying of our consciences from dead works, to serve the 
living God; and that, through the virtue and efficacy of this 
most holy faith, ye may become strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might ; which will enable you to worship God in 
spirit with acceptance, and preserve you in a lively frame of 
mind, from a drowsy and lukewarm spirit ; which, in aU our 
religious assemblies ought to be guarded against with the utmost 
care and circumspection. In this lively faith, and pure life of 
Christ, you will have victory over the world, over your desires 
after the grandeur and perishing things thereof, and over all 
corrupt customs and fashions, which are contrary to the purity 
of the gospel, and om* ancient Christian testimony. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Chnst, the love of God, and the commmiion of the Holy Ghost, 
be with you all. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Alexandee Abscott, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1737. 

Fbom the Yeabxy Meeting, held in London bt Adjouenment^ 

From the dOth of the Third Month, to the 4th of the Fourth Month, * 

inclusive, 1737. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain and Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deasi^y beloved Friends and Bbetheen^ 
In a renewed sense of the love of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, which at first gathered us to be a people, and in 
which all the living members of the true church, howeveir 
scattered and dispersed throughout the world, are united, and 
become one flock and family under Him, the one great and uni- 
versal shepherd of the sheep, we tenderly salute you. 
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We have repeated cause^ with humble and thankful hearts^ to 
praise the name of the Lord our God^ for the continuance of 
his merciful visitations towards us^ and that he hath been 
graciously pleased to favour us^ in this our Yearly Meetings with 
a comfortable sense of his divine presence^ and enabled us^ 
under the influence of his grace, to transact the business and 
affairs of the church in the spirit of peace and charity ; which 
is the bond of perfectness, and the strength of Christian society. 

The accounts brought in this year firom the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings in England^ and the epistles received from 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, Long- 
Island, Rhode-Island, and Virginia ; as also the verbal account 
of a Friend lately returned from his travels in America, have 
brought us very comfortable advices of the prosperity of truth ; 
the power and virtue whereof is manifested in divers places^ to 
the convincing of many. For the sake of such tender and 
young convinced Friends, an earnest concern is on the minds of 
many, that no occasion of stumbling or offence be laid in their 
way ; but that all such as have made longer profession of the 
way of truth, may be careful to walk before them in all holi- 
ness and uprightness of conversation, and in an humble waiting 
upon the Lord ; that their example may tend to the encourage- 
ment and strengthening of those who have been more lately 
visited, to a steady and constant perseverance in the path which 
the Lord hath directed their feet into. 

The sufferings of Friends in England and Wales brought in 
this year, being chiefly for tithes, and church-rates, so called^ 
amount to three thousand five hundred and sixty-five pounds and 
upwards ; and those in Ireland, to one thousand four hundred 
and eighty-five pounds, and upwards ; making together above 
five thousand and fifty pounds : and there are three prisoners 
on account of tithes. 

You have been often reminded of the importance of our ancient 
testimony against the antichristian yoke of tithes ; and, as you 
are convinced in your consciences of their inconsistency with 
the nature of the gospel dispensation, it is certainly your neces- 
sary duty to act agreeably to such convictions. And if sufferings 
for your testimony shall be the consequence of your obedience 
therein, it will become you, after the example of the primitive 
Christians, cheerfully to submit^ and to take joyfiilly the spoiling 
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of your goods^ that so you may preserve a conscience void of 
offence towards God ; and^ at the same time^ by yoor Christian 
meekness, and innocent deportment^ give reasonable evidence 
of your sincerity to men. 

And, dear Friends^ having received very comfortable accounts 
from divers places^ of the good disposition raised in the minds 
of young persons^ to walk in that plainness and self-denial 
which have been often recommended by this meetings we 
earnestly desire^ that parents and guardians^ and Friends every- 
where, would watch over such, and encourage and cherish every 
thing which may contribute to their growth and progress in the 
ways of truth and holiness; and, for the strength and en- 
couragement of every such well-disposed young persons^ we 
earnestly exhort masters and mistresses of families to be exem- 
plary, and to enforce their advice by an agreeable practice ; and 
in no wise to discourage, but encourage, both in their children 
and servants, that plainness of speech and behaviour which the 
truth leads to. 

And, dear friends, we should be glad to hear that all those 
who make profession with us, and are blessed with outward 
substance^ were more diligent in attending, not only our meet- 
ings for worship^ but also such meetings as are appointed chiefly 
for the care and relief of the poor among us ; which we hold as 
a duty incumbent on every member of the church, but in an 
especial manner on those who are of ability ; that when it shall 
please the Lord, who has given them talents, and abundance of 
the good things of this world, to call them to give an account of 
their stewardship^ they may render the same with joy, and not 
with sorrow. 

And, dear friends, that the affairs of our society may continue 
to be managed in the meek and peaceable wisdom of truth, let 
the elders of each Monthly Meeting have an eye upon the 
younger, and consider their conversations, qualifications, and 
growth in the truth ; and invite such as are sober and hopeful 
to the meetings for business and the affairs of the church, that 
they may learn and improve in the knowledge of the discipline 
of the church, and become instrumental to the service of God, 
his truth, and people. 

And^ dear friends, it is with much sorrow and grief of heart 
we have still occasion to remind you of the advices so lately 
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delivered in our yearly epistles, namely, to keep out of the 
extravagant fashions and customs of the world; and not to 
launch further into trade and business than you are capable of 
managing and carrying on, with reputation and credit among 
men, and without prejudice, loss, or detriment to any. We are 
fully persuaded, that if Friends everywhere had a due respect 
and regard to this one precept of Christ, viz., '^ Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness,'^ (Matt. vi. 83,) which 
is the indispensable duty of all his followers to observe, we 
should have little or no occasion for the repetition of such 
advices : let therefore, we earnestly beseech you, that precept of 
our blessed Lord and master, and Holy Head, be duly considered 
and put in practice ; that, by ordering our conversations agree- 
able to our profession, we may shew forth the praise of Him 
that has called us. So shall we witness the promise to be ful- 
filled, '^Them that honour me,^^ saith the Lord, '^I will 
honour.'^ (1 Sam. iL 30.) 

Finally, brethren, we recommend you to the direction and 
guidance of the unerring Spirit of truth within, and the excel- 
lent precepts and instructions of the Holy Scriptures without^ 
which, if you shall diligently take heed unto, you will not fail 
of being perfectly instructed in the great duties of worship 
towards God, the fath^ and author of all our mercies; of 
fidelity and gratitude to the government, which his merciful 
providence has set over us ; of love and peace among yourselves ; 
and of justice and benevolence towards all men. 

We again salute you in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
our Heavenly Father; to whose holy care and protection we 
commit you, and bid you farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Henry Bbadfobj), 
Clerk to the meetiDg this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1738. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 22nd of the Third Month, to the 27th of the sftme, 

inclusive, 1738. 

* 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In a sense of the continued mercy and loving-kindness of the 
Lord our God, and in the fellowship of the gospel, we tenderly 
salute you, earnestly desiring that Friends everywhere, by closely 
adhering to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in themselves, may 
be preserved in the way of truth, and enabled so to adorn their 
profession by an exemplary conversation, as that the church 
may yet shine more and more in the beauty of holiness. 

The affairs of this our annual assembly have been managed in 
peace and concord, to our mutual comfort and edification. 

By advices from the several Quarterly and Monthly Meetings 
in England, and by epistles received from Wales, North Britain^ 
Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania, Bhode-Island, Long-Island, 
Maryland, Virginia, and Barbadoes, we have comfortable 
accounts of the continuance of Christian love and unity in the 
churches, and of a readiness in many people to hear and assent 
to the testimonies of truth declared; and, that several are 
lately convinced, and make public confession of the blessed 
truth with us. And, as we have reason to believe that the 
Lord has inclined the minds of many to receive the doctrine of 
the gospel, there is a weighty concern incumbent upon us, to 
walk before them in all godliness and honesty ; that we give no 
offence, nor interrupt the progress of so blessed a work in any, 
through our neglect or disobedience. 

The sufferings of Friends in England and Wales, brought in 
this year, being chiefly for tithes and church-rates so called, 
amount to three thousand three hundred and sixty pounds and 
upwards ; and those in Ireland, to one thousand five hundred 
and ninety pounds and upwards ; making together above four 
thousand nine hundred and sixty pounds : besides which, several 
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Friends are now under seyere prosecntions for tithes ; though 
three prisoners on that account have been dischai^ed since last 
year. 

And, dear firiends, as the gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ was at first fireely promulgated hj himself and his 
immediate followers, the nature of it being unalterable, it 
behoveth that the ministers thereof, in all succeeding times, be 
like-minded, not acting "hj constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind/' (1 Pet. v. 2.) When we call 
to mind the grievous sufferings which our ancients underwent, 
in this and other nations, for their testimony against a man- 
made ministry, and hireling preachers ; and their great concern 
to revive and publish the doctrine of the gospel, as it was de- 
dared by Christ himself, when on earth, ''Freely ye have 
received, fireely give," (Matt. x. 8,) and revealed to one of his 
servants, who was banished to the Isle of Patmos for the word 
of God, and for the testimony of Jesus, " Whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life fi-eely ;'* (Rev. xxii. 17 ;) we say, dear 
friends, when we call to mind the travails, the jeopardies, and 
the sufferings they underwent, for publishing this evangelical 
doctrine to the world, our hearts are grieved when we find any 
of their offspring, or any under our name, declining their testi- 
mony against the antichristian yoke of tithes ; for which, as well 
as other branches of our Christian testimony, so many of our 
brethren and sisters have suffered, not only the loss of their 
substance and estates, but long and tedious imprisonments, even 
unto death. We therefore tenderly exhort all who profess the 
truth to watchfulness and zeal, that this branch of our Christian 
testimony be not laid waste, by connivance or private agreement 
with priests or impropriators ; but that all abide patient imder 
that testimony which the Lord has called us to bear; not 
doubting but that the gradual progress of real Christianity will, 
at length, operate to the removal of a yoke so directly contrary 
to the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. "Stand 
fest," says the apostle, "in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free; and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage." (Gal. v. 1.) 

And, forasmuch as we are called with an high and holy calling 
to all holiness and purity of conversation, let your behaviour 
among men be unblameable, aiid such as may adorn the gospel 
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of Cbrist. Let not the vain and foolish fashions and customs 
of the world, which pass away, and which our ancient Friends 
were concerned to bear testimony against, prevail over you; 
but " be ye transformed, by the renewing of your mind/^ (Rom. 
xii. 2.) Avoid sports, plays, and all such diversions ; as tending 
to alienate the mind from God, and to deprive the soul of the 
comfortable enjoyment of his presence and power. Be temperate 
and sober ; shim all excess in eating and drinking ; that, accord- 
ing to the advice of the apostle, your moderation may be known 
unto all men. (Phil. iv. 5.) Let such of you as deal in spirituous 
liquors be careful to limit your trade within the bounds 
prescribed by the law of the land. Beware, lest any of you 
suffer as an evil-doer. (1 Pet. iv. 15.) 

And, dear friends, when we consider that it was the power 
of the Lord which first gathered us to be a people, and enabled 
our ancients to bear a faithful testimony to his name, we cannot 
but exhort you time after time, to wait for a renewed enjoyment 
of the power of truth upon your hearts ; that thereby you may 
be encouraged to come up in your respective services, and in a 
conscientious suffering for the Christian testimonies you are 
concerned to bear. Our blessed Lord, just before his ascension, 
commanded his disciples and followers to wait at Jerusalem till 
they were endued with power from on high; knowing their 
inability, without the sensible feeling of that power, to speak in 
his name for the conversion of the nations. It was this power 
that enabled them to speak boldly in the name of Jesus. This 
alone made them able ministers of Christ, whose " preaching 
was not with enticing words of man's wisdom; but in the 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power.'' And, seeing many 
of us have experienced much spiritual consolation by waiting in. 
silence, and humbly depending apon the Lord alone, we exhort 
Friends to be very careful to observe the hours appointed for 
religious worship, and that, when together, they labour to feel 
their minds abstracted from visible objects into a true stillness 
and nothingness of self, wherein the teachings of the Holy 
Spirit are witnessed by humble and contrite souls. In such a 
waiting state you will have a true relish and savour of the 
ministry of those who are rightly concerned, by the same 
Spirit, to labour in word and doctrine among you. 

And, dear friends, be careful to avoid all backbitings, whis- ; 
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perings^ and talebearings ; for '^ the words of a talebearer/' says 
the wise man^ " are as wounds/' (Prov. xviii. 8,) tending to the 
defamation^ and lessening the characters one of another. Be 
not therefore like those of whom the prophet complains^ — 
" Report, say they, and we will report /' but when you hear a 
thing tending to the defamation of any, inquire of the reporter 
whether he has acquainted the person affected thereby with 
such report ? If not, caution him to forbear spreading the same, 
lest the reputation of the innocent be injured thereby. Endea- 
Tour to put a speedy stop to all such wicked practices, and works 
of darkness, justly condemnable not only in the authors, but 
the encouragers thereof. " He that worketh deceit/' says the 
royal psalmist, '^ shall not dwell within my house; he that 
telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight/* (Psal. ci. 7.) 

And, dear friends, as much as in you lies, take care that the 
business of your Monthly Meetings be transacted by persons 
who are well grounded in the principles of truth ; and beware 
of committing the management thereof to such as know not 
their own spirits seasoned by the work of truth in themselves. 
But, where you observe any young persons of a grave and solid 
deportment, and inclinable to be helpful in the church, discou- 
rage them not : but endeavour to bring them forward in the 
service of truth, according to their respective abilities for so 
weighty a work. 

We find it our duty also so remind you, that a godly concern 
may always rest upon your minds for the good education of 
your children, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord: 
excite them to a frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures, and a 
reverent regard to the blessed truths therein contained. And, 
as it is apparent, to our very great grief, that the simplicity and 
distinguishing plainness of our profession, respecting language, 
apparel, and behaviour, is too much departed from by many 
among us, we earnestly desire, that parents and heads of 
families would be exemplary to their children and servants 
therein, by abiding under the power of the cross of Christ; 
which will crucify us to the world, and the vanities of it. 

We are also concerned to remind you of the advice heretofore 
given, in our epistle of 1719, in the following words, viz. — 

" We being given to understand, that in divers places there 
are some who profess the truth with us, who deviate from the 
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way thereof, by contracting marriages with such as are not of 
our society, contrary to the repeated advice of this meeting, to 
the dishonour of our holy profession, and the hindrance of 
truth's prosperity ; in order, therefore, that a stop may be put 
to an undue liberty in such marriages, and the evil consequences 
thereof, we do hereby tenderly advise and desire, that all parents 
and guardians of children do take special care, as much as in 
them lieth, to prevent their children from running into such 
marriages ; and that Friends of each particular meeting, as also 
of the Monthly Meetings to which such persons belong, do, in 
the wisdom and power of truth, use their endeavours to put a 
stop to the said evil, by admonishing such as may attempt to 
marry as aforesaid to desist, before they accomplish the same ; 
but if they refuse to take counsel, or privately go on to marry as 
aforesaid, that then such persons be dealt withal according to 
the good order of truth, and judgment fixed upon all such as 
take such an undue liberty." 

And, dear friends, inasmuch as oiir time in this world is 
short and uncertain, it is tenderly advised, that such Friends as 
it has pleased the Lord to bless with outward substance, 
would settle their affairs by will or otherwise, in time of health 
and understanding ; that so all occasions of discord and disputes, 
which the neglect of such a prudent care has sometimes raised 
among families and relations, may be prevented. 

Finally, dearly beloved friends and brethren, we commend you 
to the grace of God, ana the guidance of his unerring Spirit ; 
reminding you of the brief, but very comprehensive, exhortations 
of the apostle (1 Thess. v. 14) : " Warn them that are unruly; 
comfort the feeble-minded ; support the weak ; be patient toward 
all men. See that none render evil for evil unto any man ; but 
ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves and to all 
men. Rejoice evermore; pray without ceasing; in everything give 
thanks ; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
Quench not the Spirit; despise not prophesyings. Prove all 
things ; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil : and the very God of peace sanctify you wholly. 
And we pray God your whole spirit, and soul and body, be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.^' 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Wilson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1739. 

Fbom the Tbablt Meetino^ held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 11th of the Fourth Month, to the 16th of the same, 

inclusiye, 1739. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere, 

Deablt beloved !Peiends and Brethben, 

In a fresh and lively sense of the love of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ manifested unto us, whereby our hearts are enlarged 
in love to him, and one towards another, we tenderly salute you^ 
with earnest breathings and supplications, that it may please 
the God and Father of all our mercies, who hath called us by 
his grace, to preserve us in an humble and lowly frame of spirit 
before Him ; sensible of our own infirmities, and in a continual 
dependance on the assistance of bis Holy Spirit, to guide and 
conduct us in the ways of righteousness and peace, and to esta* 
blish us on the Bock, Christ Jesus, the light, life, strength, and 
salvation of his people, the foundation of all the righteous gene- 
rations ; in whom the whole flock and family of the faithful, 
however outwardly dispersed, are inwardly united in that bond 
of peace and love which cannot be broken, and grow up unto 
one holy temple, an habitation of God, through his Spirit : to 
whom be glory in the church, by Jesus Christ, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 

We have cause in deep humility to bless and praise the 
name of the Lord our God, for that spirit of love and una* 
nimity which hath eminently attended us in this our Yearly 
Meeting, from the begianing to the end thereof, humbly be- 
seeching Him to continue his fatherly care and visitation, that 
a real Christian concern may grow and increase more and more^ 
for maintaining an holy discipline in the churches everywhere^ 
that all things may ^' be done decently, and in order,'' to the 
honour and praise of God, and your own solid peace and 
comfort. 

By accounts received in writing from the several Quarterly 
Meetings in England, as also by epistles from Wales, North 
Britain, Ireland, HoUand, Bhode-Island, Long-Island, and 
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Barbadoes, we have many acceptable informations respecting 
the state of the churches ; and, were particularly comforted and 
refreshed by the verbal relation of our dear and ancient friend 
John Fothergill, being, by the good providence of God, not long 
since returned from his travels in the service of truth through 
most of the English plantations in America ; whereby it appears, 
that the Lord, by his own power, is convincing, opening, and 
preparing the hearts of people in many places for the reception 
of his truth in the love of it : and as it is evident, that the Lord is 
working by his Spirit among the children of men, and is visiting 
many with his day-spring from on high, and raising in them a 
desire and thirst after the real, inward, and experimental know- 
ledge of true religion in themselves; and, as that blessed 
progress of the work of the Holy Spirit is matter of unspeakable 
joy and comfort to the faithful and upright hearted, so it is our 
earnest desire, that those among us, who have been careless and 
disobedient, may be excited and stirred up, with an holy emula- 
tion, to turn unto the Lord, while the day of his merciful 
visitation is yet extended to them ; lest he be provoked to turn 
away his face, withdraw the light of his countenance, and leave 
them in a deplorable deprivation of that grace, which, with 
sorrow be it spoken, too many have slighted and neglected. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings in England and Wales 
brought in this year (being chiefly for tithes and church-rates so 
called) is three thousand three hundred and sixty-five pounds 
and upwards; and of those in Ireland, one thousand four 
hundred and eighty-five pounds and upwards ; making together 
about four thousand eight hundred and fifty pounds. And, we 
could heartily wish, that all Friends, who abide faithful in suffer- 
ing for their testimony, would bring in their accounts thereof 
regularly and in due time. 

As there is always remaining upon the church a concern for 
the maintenance of our Christian testimony in the several 
branches thereof, we cannot cease from continually exhorting 
all the professors of truth to faithfulness and perseverance 
therein. "We therefore exhort that our ancient Christian testi- 
mony against tithes be duly maintained and kept up ; and, that 
those who are found unfaithfril therein, be tenderly advised and 
stirred up to consider, that where any decline their testimony in 
that respect,, they do thereby increase the weight and burthen 
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of suffering on those that are faithful^ and strengthen the hands 
of their prosecutors. 

It is also our concern earnestly to exhort Friends^ both men 
and women^ to watch against the growing sin of pride^ and to 
beware of adorning themselves in a manner disagreeable to the 
plainness and simplicity of the truth we make profession of. 
Oh I that they would duly consider that severe reproof^ which the 
Lord^ by the mouth of his prophet^ pronounced against the 
haughty daughters of Zion^ (Isa. iii.) where he describes even 
the particularities of their dressings and ornaments^ so displeasing 
to the Lord^ and drawing down his judgments upon them. If 
those things in that time were so offensive in the eyes of the 
Lord^ how much more are they so now in a people professing the 
plainness and simplicity which the gospel of Christ recom- 
mends ? *^ I will/' saith the apostle Paul, " that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety ; 
not with broidered hair, or pearls, or gold, or costly array ; but, 
which becometh women professing godliness, with good works.'* 
(1 Tim. iL 9, 10.) Where he plainly sheweth that such adorn- 
ings are contrary to the profession of godliness. The apostle 
Peter also is very full in his exhortations on this subject: 
" whose adorning,'* says he, " let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price ; for after this 
manner, in the old time, the holy women also, who trusted in 
God, adorned themselves.*' (1 Pet. iii. 3 — 5.) Plainly inti- 
mating, that those, who of old were holy and did trust in God, 
placed not their delight in such ornaments. Oh ! that ye would 
weigh and consider these things ! " Let your moderation be 
known unto all men ; and grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
[but] be ye followers of God as dear children ; walking circum- 
spectly; not as fools, but as wise^ redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil." 

As in our epistle of the year 1734, the youth among us were 
recommended, in much affection, to be careful to avoid all such 
company, as, by a light and vain conversation, doth tend to 
alienate their minds from the love of virtue and sobriety, we 
find it our concern to renew the said advice ; and earnestly be- 
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seech our Friends^ and especially the youth among us, to avoid 
all such conversation as may tend to draw out their minds into 
the foolish and wicked pastimes with which this age aboundeth ; 
particularly balls^ gaming-places^ horse-races^ and playhouses ; 
those nurseries of debauchery and wickedness; the burthen 
and grief of the sober part of other societies^ as well as of our 
own; practices wholly unbecoming a people under the Christian 
profession^ contrary to the tenour of the doctrine of the gospel^ 
and the examples of the best men in the earliest ages of the 
church* For, as '^ evil communications corrupt good manners/^ 
so it is the duty of men professing religion, who live in this 
world in order to obtain a better, not only to shake their hands 
from holding of bribes^ and stop their ears from hearing of bloody 
but also, to shut their eyes from seeing of evil. (Isa. xxxiii. 15.) 
And we do exhort all parents of children, and masters of families, 
to watch over their children and servants; and not only, as 
much as in them lies, to restrain them from taking such imdue 
liberties, bat to inculcate into them an early aversion to such 
practices, by endeavouring to raise in them a sense of that inex- 
pressible comfort and delight which attend the exercise of true 
religion and virtue ; the relish and taste of which real pleasure, 
will bring them to see the vanity and emptiness of what men 
falsely call so ; and that the sports and diversions by them used, 
are but the inventions of degenerate and corrupt minds, who, 
being ignorant of that solid satisfaction of soul, which is of an 
enduring nature, vainly attempt to supply the want of it by 
temporary and fading pleasures, the end of which is anxiety and 
sorrow. 

And, dear friends, as in the same epistle we were concerned 
to recommend a diligent attendance of First-day and week-day 
Meetings for worship, and a behaviour suitable and becoming 
those solemn occasions, so we do again recommend the advice 
given on that head in our last year's epistle to your especial 
notice, beseeching you to call to remembrance the care which 
was upon our ancients for the keeping up their meetings of 
worship ; what longing in their souls for the meeting day I and 
when met together, with what awfulness did they sit before the 
Lord, in expectation of witnessing the blessed promise of Christ 
fulfilled in and among them, namely, his being in the midst of 
them. (Matt, xviii. 20,) and, when witnessed by them, Oh, how 

Q 2 



228 EPISTLES PROM THE [1739. 

were their hearts tendered^ in a sense of his love and life-giving 
presence ! 

Thus did they serve God in the newness of the Spirit, (Rom, 
vii. 6,) thereby demonstrating themselves to be such worshippers 
as the Father seeks, according to the words of Christ, '*The 
hour Cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall wor- 
ship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him/' (John iv. 23.) Let therefore, we 
earnestly intreat, the same concern come over you all, in all 
your reUgious meetings, so shall you be good examples to the 
flock and heritage of God, and encouragers of the youth to come 
up in that godly practice and necessary duty. 

Let none be ashamed of the tendering power of the Lord, but 
yield to the operation of his word, which is as a fire to bum up, 
and as an hammer to break in pieces : it was by this that our 
ancients became a bright and shining people. The Lord him- 
self hath declared his approbation of an humble and contrite 
state and condition of soul ; so that none need to be ashamed 
of it. (Isaiah Ixvi. 1.) ^^Thus saith the Lord, the heaven is 
my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house 
that ye build unto me, and where is the place of my rest ? for 
all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have 
been, saith the Lord : but to this man will I look, even to him 
that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.'^ 
And the royal prophet says, '^ the sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise." (Psalm li. 17.) 

We therefore humbly pray the God of all our mercies to look 
down upon us, and incline the hearts of his people to serve him 
with uprightness and sincerity, that Zion may become the 
beauty of nations, and the praise of the whole earth. 

And now, under a renewed sense of his love and heart 
tendering power, we again tenderly salute you, and bid you 
farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Haywabd, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1740. 
Fbom the Teaely Meeting, held in London^ by Adjournment, 

From the 26th of the Third Month, 1740, to the 30th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Qmrterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In the love and fellowship of the gospel of peace and salva- 
tion, and in an humble and reverent sense of the goodness and 
mercy of our Heavenly Father, manifested in and among us in 
this our annual assembly, wherein the fresh visitations of his 
grace and good Spirit have bowed our souls before him, and en- 
gaged us to lift up our hearts in a grateful acknowledgment of the 
continuation of his spiritual and inestimable blessings through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we tenderly salute you. 

It is with hearts filled with joy, that we have experienced, in 
this our Yearly Meeting, that the Lord is yet graciously pouring 
forth of his Spirit, both upon sons and daughters, and enabling 
many to be instrumental in his hand for the comforting and 
establishing of his church and heritage ; and hath given us a 
renewed ground of hope and trust in Him that he will continue 
to raise up many more by his Spirit, to run to and fro, that 
knowledge may be increased, and the borders of his sanctuary 
enlarged, by bringing his sons from far, and his daughters 
from the ends of the earth, (Isa. xliii. 6,) to the praise and 
exaltation of his name ; to whom " be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.'' 

Sy accounts transmitted to us from the several Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings in England, and by epistles from Wales, 
North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania, Rhode-Island, 
New-England, Long-Island, Virginia, Maryland, North Caro- 
lina, and Barbadoes, we have comfortable relations of the con- 
tinuance of brotherly love, peace and imity, throughout the 
churches in general; and, that a godly care remains in many 
places for the preservation of the good order and discipline 
established among us ; and, that a fresh visitation of love is ex- 
tended, to the convincement of some, and bringing them into 
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fellowship with us ; wherefore it* behoveth us fervently to pray 
that the Lord may enable us to say with the apostle, " Truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ/' 
(1 John i. 3.) 

The amount of Friends* sufferings in England and "Wales, 
brought in this year (being generally for non-payment of tithes 
and those called church-rates) is three thousand three hundred 
pounds and upwards ; and of those in Ireland, one thousand five 
hundred and eleven pounds and upwards; making together 
above four thousand eight hundred and thirteen pounds. And 
our desire is, that Friends would be generally mindful to carry 
in to our several meetings, from time to time, an account of 
their respective sufferings for maintaining the testimony of truth 
in this respect. 

We greatly wish, that the faithfulness and perseverance of 
those who make profession of the blessed truth, in their Chris- 
tian testimony against the antichristian oppression of tithes, 
were so general, as to render our advices on that head unneces- 
sary ; but while, with grief, we observe a remissuess yet remaining 
among some therein, we cannot but repeat our earnest exhor- 
tations, that all may come up in the discharge of their duty ; 
and choose rather to undergo losses and sufferings in their out- 
ward concerns, than to break their inward peace, by complying 
with anything which they are convinced in themselves is 
contrary to the gospel of Christ. 

And, dear Friends, we tenderly advise and exhort you, that, 
in all your assemblies for the worship of Almighty God, you 
wait to feel your hearts influenced by his power, and in patience 
and humility possess your souls; depending on Christ alone 
for instruction, who, whether immediately by his Spirit, or 
instrumentally by his servants, is the teacher of his people 
himself; on whose Spirit only ought our whole trust, expecta- 
tion, and dependance to be: and, as you are found humbly 
waiting for his teaching, without expectation from man, he 
will administer comfort to your souls, either immediately or 
instrumentally, as it shall seem good to him, who never faileth 
those who put their trust in him : and all such, from the expe- 
rience of the blessings and comforts they receive, will have a 
due esteem and regard for those, through whom they find 
them conveyed ; ascribing nevertheless the praise and glory of all 
to Him alone, whose instruments they are, and who, by lus own 
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power and Spirit, worketh either with them or without them, 
according to his good pleasure, in the various manifestations 
of his infinite wisdom and goodness towards the children of men. 

Beware, therefore, that you assemble not in a mere formal 
and customary manner; but let both preacher and hearer 
labour to gather their minds inward to the Lord, that every one 
may witness Him who is the master of our assemblies to go 
before them, and put them forth in their respective services- 
The immediate teaching of the Holy Spirit is the foundation of 
all gospel worship and ministry ; and those, who depend entirely 
thereon, shall not be disappointed, through the failure or absence 
of instrumental means. Wherefore, we beseech you, wait in 
silence, with reverence and singleness of heart, in all your 
meetings, that you may witness the incomes and refreshing 
influences of the Holy Spirit, by which you will be strengthened 
in the inward man, and be made to grow and flourish as trees 
planted by the rivers of water, which bring forth their fruit in 
due season. (Psalm i. 3.) 

And, dear friends, as it is recorded in Holy Scripture, that 
" many of the priests and Levites, and chief of the fathers, who 
were ancient men, who had seen the first house, when the 
foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with a 
loud voice;'' (Ezra iii. 12,) so many, in this our day, are 
affected with grief, in comparing the present state of the church 
with its first beginning ; when the members thereof adorned the 
doctrine of the gospel in their lives and conversations, and the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit, viz., their patience, long-suffering, 
gentleness, meekness, temperance, love, sincerity, truth, humility, 
self-denial, plainness of speech and habit, were conspicuous to 
all. Wherefore we earnestly exhort, that Friends everywhere, 
who have swerved from the way of truth, would speedily return 
to their first love, and turn their minds to the inward manifes- 
tations of the divine light ; which discovers and reproves the 
deeds of darkness, and leads to purity and holiness, and every 
good work ; begets true unity and fellowship one with another, 
and a reverent and sacred regard to the truths delivered in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

And, dear friends, as much as in you lies, encourage a 
frequent and diligent reading of the Holy Scriptures in your 
families. In them are contained the promises of eternal life 
and salvation ; for, as a steady trust and belief in the promises 
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of Gkxl^ and a frequent meditation in the law of the Lord, 
was the preservation of a remnant in old time^ so it is even 
to this day : and^ as a distrust and disbelief in the promises of 
God, and a neglect of his holy law^ was the occasion of the com- 
plaints made against the Jews^ the posterity of Abraham^ even 
so we have reason to fear^ that the apparent declension in our 
time of true piety and godly zeal in many places, is too much 
owing to a disregard of the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures, 
and the promises of the Holy Spirit in them recorded. Where- 
fore it greatly behoves every one, who would be united to 
Christ, and a member of his church, to believe in the promises 
of God and Christ, and wait to know the fulfilling of them in 
his own heart. It was by this the primitive believers became 
of ^'one heart, and of one soul/' (Acts iv. 32.) It was by one 
Spirit, viz., the Spirit promised by Christ, that they were " all 
baptised into one body.'* Having, therefore, dearly beloved, 
such great and precious promises, and being encompassed with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us run with cheerfulness in the 
ways of the Lord, and walk in the footsteps of the flocks of the 
companions; '^looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith ; who, for the joy that was set before him, endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God/' (Heb. xii, 2.) 

Finally, brethren, we beseech you to stand upon your guard 
against the allurements and temptations of this evil world, and 
beware of an ambitious and covetous spirit, by which many are 
ensnared in too eager a pursuit of earthly enjoyments; the 
danger of which is thus described by the apostle Paul : ^^ They 
that will be rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil, 
which, while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.*' (1 Tim. vi. 
9, 10.) Beware, therefore, dearly beloved, lest you also, being 
led aside by the love of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, 
" fall from your own stedfastness ; but grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen.'' 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Edmund Peckovbe, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1741. 
Feom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the IStli of the Third Month, 1741, to the 22]id of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In a sense of the unspeakable love of God, manifested through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, " who gave himself for our 
sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world ;^' 
and, imder a renewed visitation of the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
forter, which he hath sent forth for the healing of this nations, 
to restore and bring back mankind, who were lost and gone 
astray ; And, through obedience and sanctification, to perfect a 
people to his praise, we tenderly salute you; earnestly desiring 
your increase in all spiritual wisdom and understanding ; and 
that, being strengthened with might in your inner man, ye may 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called; and, by 
yoiur fruitfulness in every good work, may give convincing 
proofs to the world of your faith and love in Christ Jesus ; and 
that the exceeding abundance of his grace bestowed upon you, 
hath not been in vain. 

We have cause, with humility and thankfulness of heart, to 
bless the name of the Lord our God, for the continuance of his 
life-giving power and presence amongst us, whereby the souls of 
many have been refreshed and comforted in this our a-Timml 
assembly; the affairs whereof have been managed in the uniting 
spirit of Christian love and concord, which hath presided therein, 
and under the influence of which we communicate to you the 
following particulars : 

The accounts by us received this year from the Quarterly 
Meetings of England and Wales, and the epistles from North 
Britain, Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, Long 
Island, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, and Barbadoes, 
generally give very comfortable relations of the continuance of a 
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care throughout the churches for maintamiiig love^ unity^ and 
good order among us; and we understand thereby^ that^ in 
many places^ sober inquirers after truth are observed to frequent 
our public assemblies for worship, and to demean themselves 
there^ even in times of silence^ with the appearance of sedateness 
and composure of mind^ disposed to the worship of God " in 
spirit and in truth/' And that^ in several places^ there are 
some who have been so far convinced^ as to join in a public 
profession of the truth with us ; although^ to our great grief^ it 
also appears, that in some places there is a declension^ through 
neglect and unfaithfulness. 

The sufferings of Friends in England and Wales brought in 
this year, being generally for tithes and church-rates so called^ 
amount to three thousand eight hundred and thirteen pounds 
and upwards ; and those of Friends in Ireland^ to above one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-four pounds^ making together 
five thousand six hundred ninety-seven poimds and upwards. 
There are now four Friends prisoners for their testimony against 
pa}dng tithes ; three of them under the severity of hebig so, for 
demands which the prosecutor might have more easily recovered. 
We cannot but renew our exhortations on this occasion, that all 
who are convinced in conscience of the contrariety of tithes to the 
nature of the gospel dispensation and ministry, would, notwith- 
standing such severities, be careful to keep their consciences 
clear from any mean compliances in this affair; lest they not 
only lose that peace of mind, which is the support and comfort of 
faithful sufferers in a cause truly Christian, but also strengthen 
the hands of those oppressors, whose hopes, in the exercise of 
such severe methods, seem grounded on an imaginary success of 
the terrors they may impress. 

And, dear friends, we earnestly and principally recommend 
you in an especial manner to have a continual regard to the 
perpetual guide and director, which our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, hath sent in his name, even the 
Spirit of truth. To this the primitive church, in the earliest 
time, was gathered; by this were both Jews and Gentiles 
baptized into one body ; through this one Spirit the believers 
had access to God ; this gave them a right understanding of the 
things of God ; and it was this that supported them in their 
testimony against the corruptions of the world, and gave them 
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prevalence over the powers of death and darkness. But^ alas I 
too soon did a disregard to this heavenly guide and director 
creep in amongst those who professed the Christian name^ and 
gradually introduced a grievous and almost universal apostacy 
from the primitive glory and life of the first professors of that 
holy and spiritual religion ! Nevertheless it pleased God, after a 
long and dark night, to cause the light of the gospel day again 
to dawn, to restore paths to walk in, to revive the long exploded 
doctrine of the guidance of his Holy Spirit ; and to lead the 
observers thereof into the practice of the like purity, plainness 
and simplicity of the gospel, by which the early Christians were 
distinguished from the men of this world. By closely attending 
to the conduct of this Holy Spirit in yourselves, you shall 
experience not only wisdom to know, but power to perform, that 
which is agreeable to the mind and will of God. This will lead 
you out of the pride and vanities of the world, and enable you 
to become followers of Christ Jesus, and subject to his yoke, 
who was himself an example to mankind of the greatest meekness 
and humility. 

And, dear friends, you that are parents of children, be 
careful, by your own examples, to train them up in that plain- 
ness of habit and speech which becomes the professors of our 
holy religion, and by which our faithful elders were eminently 
distinguished. A frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures in 
your families, may tend to enforce upon the minds of those 
under your care the imitation of such your examples, which 
they will find agreeable to many of the precepts therein con- 
tained : so may they be inured to endure the cross, and despise 
the shame, as becometh followers of our great Lord and master, 
who '' endured such contradiction of sinners against himself." 
(Heb. xii. 2, 3.) 

And, dear friends, in all your meetings appointed for religious 
worship, wait with reverence and devotion of heart and soul for 
the power and life-giving presence of God, which is the crown 
and diadem of our assemblies. Take care, we beseech you, in 
this day of ease and liberty, lest a spirit of lukewarmness and 
indifference prevail over you, to the stopping up the streams of 
the water of life, and rendering you like the barren heath in the 
desert, which knoweth not when good cometh. We intreat you . 
to be especially watchful in this behalf, that an indolent and 
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sluggish disposition appear not amongst you^ to the stumbling 
of such serious inquirers as may attend our meetings^ in expec- 
tation of that life and power^ which the observation of your 
indifference and unconcemedness may give them too just cause 
to suspect, that ye yourselves are strangers to. 

And, dear firiends, " let your moderation be known unto all 
men/' Warn those that are rich in this world, that they apply 
not the blessings of God to the indulging their appetites in 
pleasure and vanity; but that they be ready to do good, and 
to communicate to the relief of those who are in necessity. 
The principal, if not only, satisfaction a man of a truly Christian 
disposition can have, in affluence and the increase of the things 
of this world, must arise from the greater advantages and op- 
portunities put into his hands of doing good therewith. But, 
alas ! it is a most melancholy reflection to observe, that the 
very superfluities of the apparel of one person might some- 
times be sufficient to clothe the nakedness of several fellow 
creatures. 

And, dear friends, we find a renewed concern upon our 
minds to recommend, in much affection, to the youth among 
us, to be careful to avoid all such company, as, by a light and 
vain conversation, doth tend to alienate their minds from the 
love of virtue and sobriety, and to draw them into the foolish 
and wicked pastimes with which this age abounds, as is more 
particularly expressed in the epistle from our Yearly Meeting 
in 1739. 

Finally, brethren, live in love, " and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you. Let us not be weary in well- 
doing ; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.'' 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Samuel Bownas, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1742. 
Feom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 7th of the Fourth Month, 1742, to the 12th of the same, 

indusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In a fresh and renewed visitation of the love of God, graciously 
manifested in this our annual assembly (the sense whereof hath 
humbled our spirits in thankful acknowledgments to the God 
and Father of all our mercies), we tenderly salute you ; ear- 
nestly desiring, that the churches everywhere, keeping under the 
government and guidance of our heavenly head, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and waiting for and witnessing the influences of his 
Holy Spirit, may be directed in the way of truth and righteous- 
ness ; that you may be as lights in the world ; a city set on a 
hill, which cannot be hid ; that others, seeing your good works, 
may be brought into Christian fellowship with you ; (Matt. v. 
14, 16,) and that you, by walking in the light, may more and 
more experience an inward communion with the Lord in spirit, 
and become enabled, with the primitive Christians, to say, 
'' Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ.^' ( John i. 3.) 

Our meeting for the affairs of the church hath been large, 
and the business thereof transacted in a solid and peaceable 
manner, to our mutual edification and comfort. 

The accounts received this year from the Quarterly Meetings 
in England and Wales, and the epistles from North Britain, 
Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania, Long-Island, Rhode-Island, 
Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, and Barbadoes, give us 
comfortable relations of a Christian care remaining on the 
minds of Friends for the promotion of truth and its testimony, 
that there is a great openness in many to receive the doctrine 
of the gospel, and that divers have been added to the church 
since last year. We have also to acquaint you, that it has 



288 EFISTLES FBOM THE [1742. 

pleased the Lord^ by the inshinings of the divine lights to visit 
the inhabitants of some islands^ where no settled meetings of 
Friends have formerly been^ to the bowing and tendering of 
some of their hearts^ as in the first breaking forth and morning 
of our day ; and to incline them to assemble together, and 
silently to wait in spirit and in truth upon the Lord their 
" Redeemer^ the Holy One of Israel/' (Isa. xlviii. 17,) the un- 
erring teacher, who teacheth his people to profit, and leadeth 
them by the way that they should go. May they continue 
under his holy guidance and direction ; and, walking answerably 
to the convictions of grace received, become firmly rooted and 
established in the truth which they profess. 

These accounts of the prosperity of truth minister to us just 
occasion of joy and satisfaction. But, with grief, we must 
observe the negligence and remissness of too many, who, while 
under the profession of the truth, disregarding the instructions 
of the divine monitor in themselves, turn aside into the foUies, 
vanities, and pastimes of the world ; which, under a false show 
of innocent amusements, steal away the mind, and render it 
unfit for the exercise of virtue, and the duties of the Christian 
religion. Wherefore we exhort you, in the love of God, to be 
watchful one over another in this respect ; not with an evil eye, 
or to expose the failings of any, but, in a Christian spirit, en- 
deavour to inform, reclaim, and restore those who are led astray 
by the allurements of the world, and the deceitfulness of sin, 
lest peradventure destruction come upon them at unawares. 

The sufferings of Friends in England and Wales, brought in 
this year, being chiefly for tithes and church-rates so called, 
amount to three thousand five hundred and four pounds and 
upwards ; and those of Friends in Ireland, to above one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty-eight pounds ; making together, five 
thousand two hundred and forty-two pounds and upwards. Of 
the four Friends who were in prison last year, for their testimony 
against tithes, three of them still continue under close confine- 
ment, for small demands, which their prosecutor might have 
more easily recovered ; and another Friend, for the like demands, 
is made prisoner since the last year. 

We earnestly exhort you, as frequently heretofore, zealously 
to maintain your conscientious testimony against the anti- 
christian yoke of tithes ; and to be careful to collect and bring 
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in an account of your sufferings^ sustained by reason of that^ 
or any other branch of your religious and Christian testimony. 

Deab Friends, 

'^When the judgments of the Lord are in the earth/^ saith 
the prophet, " the inhabitants of the world will learn righteous- 
ness." His judgments have of late been, and still are, very 
remarkable. Scarcity, even almost to famine, hath been felt in 
many places : the sword devours multitudes ; and the world 
seems to be in great agitation. May the minds of the faithful 
be concerned, when under the divine influence, to implore the 
Almighty, who alone can turn the hearts of princes and rulers, 
to restore peace on earth; and may we, who profess to be 
gathered unto Shiloh, the Prince of peace, to whom the gathering 
of the nations shall be, demean ourselves as becometh subjects 
of his peaceable kingdom : who, as the prophet hath foretold, 
^' shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people : 
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks ; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they leam war any more." (Isa. ii. 4.) In 
all things see that you observe the precepts of our meek, humble, 
and patient Lord and master, who commanded us to love our 
enemies, to bless them that curse us, to do good to them that 
hate us, and to pray for them that despitefully use and persecute 
us. (Matt. V. 44.) 

And, dear friends, we think it necessary to renew our former 
advices to parents and guardians of youth, that, to the utmost 
of their power, they train them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord, and in the frequent reading of the Holy 
Scriptures. Let this be more your care than to gather riches, 
and heap up wealth for them, which, too often, instead of being 
a blessing, proves hurtful, and the means of indulging youth in 
pride and luxury : vices to which they are naturally inclined, 
and which tend to their ruin and destruction. Remember the 
advice of the apostle, (Rom. xii. 16,) " Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate." An humble and con- 
tented disposition of mind only is capable of the reception of 
true happiness, and therein alone are the blessings of God truly 
enjoyed; this will render you, in your several stations and 
circumstances, acceptable to God, and exemplary to those who 
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live in an exalted state of vanity, which hath neither stability 
nor tme peace in it. 

Andj dear friends^ let that known maKim^ recommended by 
the apostle^ " Evil communications corrupt good manners/' be 
early inculcated into the minds of your children ; and, as much 
as in you lies, restrain them from going to public places of 
diversion, the frequenting of which is generally an inlet into 
grosser evils. 

We further intreat you, that in all your religious meetings, 
appointed for the worship of Almighty God, you wait in humble 
reverence, for the influence of the Word of life : be cautious 
not to move in acts of devotion in your own will, set not for- 
ward self to work, but patiently attend and wait for the gift 
and enlivening power of the divine Spirit, without which, your 
performances will be imacceptable, and like those of old, of 
which it was said. Who hath required this at your hand? 
(Isaiah i. 12.) 

And, in your meetings for discipline and the affairs of the 
church, where different sentiments may sometimes arise, let all 
be guided by the Christian spirit of peace and love, and, in 
everything disputable, conduct yourselves with that calmness of 
reasoning which tends to convince the understandings one of 
another. 

Finally, brethren, we recommend you to God, and the Word 
of his grace : let your conversation be coupled with his fear. 
As new-bom babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
may grow thereby, become established in the faith, and built up 
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritusd 
sacrifices, acceptable to God, by Jesus Christ. To whom be 
glory, honour and power ascribed, now and for ever. Amen. 
Signed in and on behalf of the said Yearly Meeting, by 

Joseph Huntley, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1743. 
Froic the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 23rd of the Third Month, 1743, to the 28th of the same, 

indusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Oreat Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Priends and Brethren, 

In a &eah remembrance of the gracious visitations of the 
Lord, and in a renewed experience of his continued goodness, 
we tenderly salute you, earnestly desiring that, having our 
hearts deeply afiPected with gratitude and love, we may all unite 
in thankfulness to the Lord our God, who hath not dealt with 
us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities, 
but according to the multitude of his mercies in Christ Jesus, 
still continueth to be gracious, reviving and refreshing with the 
consolations of his Spirit the souls of those who are contrite 
and humble before him, and extending of his grace even to the 
rebellious, that they may repent and return unto him, and that 
he may dwell among them. Oh ! that all were wise to observe 
these things, and to understand the loving-kindness of the 
Lord ! 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings ii^ 
England and Wales, and by Epistles &om North Britain, 
Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Long-Island, 
Virginia, Maryland, New-England and Tortola, we understand 
that a fresh spring and visitation of heavenly love hath of late 
been manifested in divers places, to the reaching and convincing 
of many, and particularly that the Lord is inclining the hearts 
of some young Friends to follow the footsteps of the ancients, in 
Christian purity, plainness, and self-denial : and, that some of 
their mouths have been opened to bear testimony to the truth 
from a living experience, and, by the constraining power of 
love, to call unto others to follow the Lord in the way of his 
requirings ; and also, that some, who were not educated in our 

B 
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way, obflerving the comely order amongst us, and the upright- 
ness of life which tmth leads its followers into, have been 
affected with its beauty, and joined themselves unto us ; and 
that some of these, from a sense of its living power and virtue, 
are inviting others to come unto Shiloh, the peaceable Saviour, 
in themselves, and to wait in holy silence to witness him to be 
their governor and director in all things; of whose government 
and peace there never shall be end. Wherefore, dear friends, 
we earnestly exhort you, as heretofore, to be fervent and 
diligent in all your meetings for worship ; that those, who may 
be inclined to come to our assemblies, may observe the gravity 
and reverence of your deportment to be such as becometh the 
worshippers of God in spirit and in truth ; and that, so waiting, 
we may witness the renewings of the love of God, and expe- 
rience, each of us, the fulfilling of his gracious promise of the 
presence of his Holy Spirit in and among his people. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, being generally 
for tithes and church-rates so called, amount in England and 
Wales to three thousand one hundred and ninety-five poonds 
and upwards, and in Ireland to above one thousand five hundred 
and thirty-two pounds ; making together four thousand seven 
hundred twenty-eight pounds and upwards. There are yet 
three Friends remaining prisoners in York Castle for tithes; but 
it hath pleased the legislature, in Christian compassion to their 
case, by a particular clause in a late act, to prescribe a means 
for their discharge ; which, we hope, will be effectual. 

As the truth, whereunto we have been called, hath led us into 
a conscientious concern against the payment of tithes, and 
forced maintenance of ministers, as forbidden by the doctrine 
of Christ and his apostles, let all maintain their testimony with 
Christian innocence and freedom; and beware, lest, by any 
indirect methods, and mean compliances with their prosecutors, 
they betray the Christian cause in which they are engaged, and 
minister occasion to suspect their sincerity therein. But in 
that, and every other branch of our religious testimony, let 
your conversation among men be answerable to your profession, 
lest you be stumbling-blocks in the way of such serious and 
thinking inquirers as may come to be convinced of the truth 
of the principles by us professed. 
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Dear Friends, 

Beware of that wisdom which descendeth not fix)m above, 
but is earthly, sensual, and puffeth up the mind > but be ye, 
like our great pattern the Lord Jesus, meek and lowly in heart, 
not seeking your own glory, but the honour of him that hath 
called you. Be ready to every good office of love, even to the 
least of Christ^s disciples, and he will esteem it as done unto 
himself: delight to encourage those who are honest and sincere 
in heart, and to strengthen the feeble-minded under their trials 
and conflicts : so shall ye become as nursing fathers and nursing 
mothers in the church of God, and be qualified with wisdom 
from above to administer suitably to the conditions of others, 
to the comforting of their souls, that they may have cause to 
bless the Lord on your behalf. 

And, dear friends, under a consideration of the subtle and 
continual assaults of the enemy of our souls, we find it necessary 
to put you in mind, that whatever your advancement in the 
work of religion, or your services in the church, may have been, 
you have still as great need as ever to dwell in an humble state 
of watchfulness. For some, whom the Lord hath favoured with 
the influences of his love, while their hearts remained low and 
humble in his sight, have, by giving way to the subtle tempta- 
tions of the enemy, under the specious pretence of enlargement 
and freedom of spirit, become exalted in their minds, gradually 
declined from their first love, and from that tender regard and 
care which once rested upon their minds towards God ; and, by 
an unguarded conduct, have lost their esteem and service in the 
church, and brought dishonour on the blessed truth which they 
had long professed ; wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall. (1 Cor. x. 12.) 

And, inasmuch as many of our faithful elders have been of 
late taken from us by death, a concern is upon our minds that 
their places and services in the church may be supplied. Where- 
fore we advise, as* formerly, that such of our yoimger Friends, 
as are sober and hopeful, may be invited and encouraged to 
attend our meetings for the affairs and business of the church, 
that they may become useful and serviceable therein, and in- 
strumental to the continuing that good order and discipline, 

♦ Anno 1734 and 1737. 
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which the Spirit of truth led our ancient Friends into the prac- 
tice of : for the same Spirit which was their leader must be 
ours: but if we depart from its holy guidance^ the will and 
wisdom of man will be found unable to build upon that founda- 
tion which God hath laid. 

And, dear Friends^ we think it especiallj necessary at this 
time to remind you of the former advices* of this meeting, 
respecting a frequent and diligent reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; the doctrines contained in those inspired writings, duly 
attended to^ and firmly impressed upon the minds of our young 
people, may be a means of preserring them from the danger 
and infection of such corrupt and irreHgious principles, as, having 
a tendency to the exaltation of self and human abilities, would 
lessen their dependence on the power and Spirit of God, their 
only security and preservation. 

And, as the voice of mortality is ever sounding in our ears, a 
concern arises in us to exhort all to settle their worldly affairs 
according to truth and justice, to set their houses in order, and 
to live in a state of preparation for their departure hence ; ever 
mindful of the advice of the apostle, viz., ^^ Brethren, the time is 
short ; it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though 
they had none ; and they that weep, as though they wept not ; 
and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ; and they 
that buy, as though they possessed not ; and they that use this 
world, as not abusing it ; for the fashion of this world passeth 
away.'^ (1 Cor. vii. 29-31.) 

Finally, brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you, seasoning your spirits, leavening your conversations with 
his fear, and enabling you to walk before him in aU humility 
and lowliness of mind ; impressing upon your hearts a just sense 
of the vanity and uncertainty of all things here below, and 
settling your affections on things that are above, where Christ 
sitteth at the right hand of God. To whom be glory and 
dominion ascribed now and for ever. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the said Yearly Meeting, by 

John Wilson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 

• In 1728 and 1736* 



1744.] YEAELY MEETING. 245 



EPISTLE, 1744. 
!Fbom the Teaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 14th of the Third Month, 1744^ to the 19th of the same, 

indusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Priends and Brethren, 

In tha spirit of Christian love and charity, which, to our 
exceeding joy and consolation, hath been witnessed to preside 
in this our general assembly, we tenderly salute you. 

Blessed be the God and Father of all our mercies, who, by 
the influences of his heavenly grace, hath at this time been with 
us, enlarging the hearts of the faithful with earnest desires for 
the welfare one of another, and with fervent supplications unto 
Him, who giveth ability for every good word and work, and who 
alone can bless and sanctify our endeavours for the peace of the 
church, and the preservation of its discipline. 

By the accounts we have received from the several Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings in England, and by Epistles from Wales, 
North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania and New- Jersey, 
Rhode-Island, Long-Island, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Barbadoes, and Tortola, we understand, that the churches are 
generally preserved in peace and unity ; and, that although in 
too many places a declension from our ancient plainness and 
simplicity doth appear; yet, in others the testimony of truth is 
received with joy, and embraced with readiness of heart, and 
many are added to the church ; so that we have reason to hope 
and believe, that the Lord will yet comfort Zion, and enlarge 
the borders of her sanctuary. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, being generally 
for tithes and church-rates so called, amount in England and 
Wales to two thousand eight hundred thirty-seven pounds and 
upwards ; and those from Ireland to above one thousand four 
hundred and sixty pounds, makii^ together four thousand two 
hundred ninety-seven pounds and upwards. The three Friend^ 
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we mentioned last year^ then remaining prisoners in York Castle^ 
are since discharged^ pursuant to the means prescribed by an 
act of the legislature ; and we have no account of any Friends 
committed to prison this year. Several prosecutions are now 
depending^ and others have been put a stop to by the favourable 
interposition of persons of distinction^ and some of them of the 
priesthood^ who have manifested their dislike of such unchristian 
severities. As Friends continue faithful to their testimony^ with 
an open and undisguised plainness and integrity of hearty trust- 
ing in the Lord alone^ he is pleased to work for their deliverance^ 
in his own appointed time, by such ways and instruments 83 he 
sees fit. 

And^ dear Friends, we find it our concern at this time^ ear- 
nestly to entreat and exhort^ that the elders in your several 
Monthly Meetings be mindful of the advice of the apostle^ to 
watch over the flock of Christ, (Acts xx.) within the compass 
of their respective meetings ; to advise and assist the weak, and 
to use their Christian endeavours for restoring such as may have 
wandered and gone astray fix)m the wholesome advices from 
time to time given forth and recommended by this meeting; 
and to encourage, with meekness of wisdom, the appearance of 
good in all ; and, where they perceive a neglect or remissness, 
either in particular persons, or in families, of duly attending 
meetings for worship, that they would visit such in the spirit of 
love, that so the hindmost of the flock may be brought forward, 
and none of them be dispersed and lost. 

And, dear Friends, in all your religious meetings for the 
worship of Almighty God, let your minds be seasoned with an 
awful sense of real and true devotion, and be ye exemplary to 
the flock of Christ. Let the solemn gravity of your deportment 
be such, as may demonstrate to others that you are in earnest 
in the great duty of waiting upon and worshipping God in spirit ; 
that serious and tender-hearted inquirers may be encouraged to 
come and partake, in your assemblies, of that inward and spiritual 
consolation and refreshment, which the Lord is graciously pleased 
to impart unto the souls of such as are humbled in his sight, and 
approach his holy presence with reverence and fear. 

And, as it hath pleased the Lord, by the breaking forth of 
the glorious light of his gospel, and the shedding abroad of his 
Holy Spirit, to gather us to be a people to his praise, and to 
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unite us in love^ not only one unto another, but to the whole 
creation of God, by subjecting us to the government of his Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace ; it 
behoveth us to hold forth the ensign of the Lamb of God, and, 
by our patience and peaceable behaviour, to shew that we walk 
in obedience to the example and precepts of our Lord and Master, 
who hath commanded to love our enemies, and to do good even 
to them that hate us. Wherefore we intreat all who profess 
themselves members of our society, to be faithful to that ancient 
testimony, borne by us ever since we were a people, against 
bearing arms and fighting ; that, by a conduct agreeable to our 
profession, we may demonstrate ourselves to be real followers of 
the Messiah, the peaceable Saviour ; of the increase of whose 
government and peace there shall be no end. (Isa. ix. 6, 7.) 

And, inasmuch as the Lord our God, by his good providence, 
hath preserved this nation from intestine war and bloodshed, it 
is our duty, with humble thanksgiving, to ascribe our deliverance 
to his mercy and goodness ; and to beseech him, that he would 
be pleased to shorten his judgments in the earth, by reconciling 
the world unto himself, and one unto another, through Jesus 
Christ ; that the general reception of his gospel in the hearts 
of men may enable them to praise the name of the Lord, saying, 
*' Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will 
toward men.^' (Luke ii. 14.) 

Finally, dearly beloved brethren, let nothing of rancour, 
malice, calumny, detraction, or backbiting,* be known amongst 
you ; but live in love, and witness the aboundings of Christian 
charity; which is so far from evU speaking, that it thinketh 
no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. 
(1 Cor. xiii.) May your minds be replenished with the wisdom 
that i^ from above, which '^is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy.^' And, let the love and life 
of God rule and reign in all your hearts, that, at the conclusion 
and winding up of your days, your joy and rejoicing may be in 
the Lord, and you may be enabled to say with the holy apostle, 
'' I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

* See the Yearly Meeting Epistles of 1719, and 1738. 
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rigliteoasneBSs^ which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day : and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love his appearing/' (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the said Yearly Meeting, by 

Jacob Hagen, 

Qerk to the meetLog thig year. 



EPISTLE, 1745. 

Prom the Yeahly Meeting, held in London by Adjournment, 

From the 2iid of the Fourth Month, 1745, to the 7th of the same, 

inclusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetingg of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in brotherly love, and in a fresh and living 
sense of the continued mercy and loving-kindness of the Lord 
our God ; who, by the gracious influences of his Holy Spirit, is 
ever present with his church and people, comforting and re- 
freshing the souls of the faithful with divine and spiritual con- 
solation, strengthening and confirming those who are sensible 
of their own weakness, and administering to the disobedient 
reproof and instruction, in order to reclaim and restore such as 
have erred and gone astray ; that all of us, as members of one 
body under Christ, our holy and heavenly Head, may experience 
a growth and increase in Christian knowledge and obedience, 
and that we may walk in all godliness of conversation, to the 
praise of Him who hath called us, that others seeing our good 
works, may glorify our Father which is in heaven. To whom 
be glory and dominion ascribed now and for ever. Amen. 

The affairs of this our annual assembly have been transacted 
in Christian love and concord ; and the accounts received from 
the several Quarterly and Monthly Meetings in England, as 
also epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode-Island, Long-Island, Maryland, Virginia, and 
Barbadoes, give us comfortable relations of the prosperity of truth 
in many places ; and that the churched are generally preserved 
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in that spirit of love and unity^ which tends to the edification 
one of another in the most holy faith ; and that several persons, 
in divers places^ are convinced of the truth, and have joined 
themselves in society with us. 

We have also been particularly comforted and refreshed by 
the verbal relations of several ministering Friends, lately returned 
from their travels, in the service of truth, and propagation of 
the gospel^ through most of the British provinces in Amei;ica ; 
by which it appears, that a great and effectual door is open for 
the preaching of the gospel in those parts, many flocking to 
meetings with an earnest desire to hear the testimony of truth 
declared, to the comfort and encouragement of those concerned ; 
giving them great hopes of good success in the work of their 
ministry, and a ground of assurance that their labour of love 
among them has not been in vain. 

Nevertheless, it is with great concern of mind, that, notwith- 
standing these comfortable accounts of the general disposition 
of the people, we find ourselves under a necessity to observe a 
great declension among too many of the professors of truth, 
from that Christian plainness and humble deportment which 
our ancient Friends were exemplary in. This declension, we 
apprehend, is principally occasioned through a neglect of an 
inward and reverent waiting upon God, for the influences of his 
Holy Spirit to lead and guide us in the ways of holiness and 
truth : this would instruct us, and only can enable us to 
renounce the world, and its vain and foolish habits and customs, 
and to persevere in the good old way of simplicity and self- 
denial, the path which the righteous in all ages have walked in, 
leaving us an example that we should follow their steps. It was 
through obedience to this holy guidance that the immediate 
disciples and followers of our Lord Jesus were enabled to go 
into all nations, and preach the gospel of salvation in the power 
and authority or "name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost/^ It was this which qualified many of our 
ancient friends to travel into divers parts of the world, to spread 
the doctrine of truth, and to sow the seed of the kingdom of 
God. It is through neglect and remissness in attending and 
waiting upon the Lord, that lukewarmness and indifference 
creep in, gradually introducing that declension which the 
faithful among us with sorrow of heart do see and lament. 
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The accounts of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales, amount to two thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-two pounds, and upwards ; and those from Ireland to 
above one thousand five hundred and fifty pounds^ making 
together four thousand three hundred fifty-seven pounds^ and 
upwards, being mostly for tithes and church-rates so called. 
One Friend hath been committed to prison since last year ; but^ 
after some weeks imprisonment^ was set at liberty. Several 
prosecutions are now depending^ the issue of which must be 
left to the Lord, who, by the secret workings of his Holy Spirit, is 
exciting a merciful disposition in the hearts of many of the 
claimers of tithes, to make use of the most easy and favourable 
methods provided by law for the recovery of their demands. 

And, seeing the bearing of a faithful testimony against 
the payment of tithes, as oppressive and anti-christian, is an 
acknowledged branch of our Christian duty, we tenderly exhort 
all who profess the truth in that respect, to adorn their pro- 
fession by an agreeable practice, and not suffer any temporal 
interest to betray them into the use of indirect methods, by 
privately contracting with their landlords, or others ; to evade 
that testimony which the plainness and simplicity of truth 
require them publicly to maintain, and which our ancient 
Friends were exemplary in, and constant sufferers for. 

And, dear friends, though frequent and repeated advices have 
been given from this meeting, respecting the education of our 
youth in sobriety, godliness, and all Christian virtues ; yet this 
being a matter of very great moment for the welfare of the 
present and future generations, we think it our incumbent duty 
again to recommend an especial care therein ; and, that all 
parents and guardians, during the infancy of children, endeavour 
to impress upon their young and tender minds, a becoming 
reverence towards Almighty God, their Creator ; and, as they 
advance in understanding, to inctdcate into them the prin- 
ciples of justice, temperance, and other moral duties, agreeable 
to the Holy Scriptures. We also recommend to schoolmasters 
and mistresses, to educate the children committed to their 
charge, in the frequent reading of those sacred writings, and 
such other good books as tend to their instruction in true 
Christianity ; and to discourage their reading any books of a 
contrary tendency, whereby their minds are in danger to be 
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corrupted^ and led aside from the way of truth and holiness. 
And we do with earnestness recommend to all such parents as 
have experienced the gracious dealings of the Lord with their 
own souls, to take all proper opportunities of instilling into the 
minds of their children, just sentiments respecting the vanity 
and emptiness of fading and transitory enjoyments, and to 
direct them to seek after that solid peace and serenity of 
mind, which attends the sincere practice of true religion and 
virtue, and which only can afford any durable and solid satis- 
faction. Such a godly care in parents is agreeable to the com- 
mand of God, by his servant Moses, to the people of Israel, 
(Deut. xi. 18) : "Ye shall lay up these my words in your heart, 
and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, 
that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall 
teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up.^^ 

And, dear friends, we exhort you closely to adhere to our 
first principle, of humbly, sincerely, and diligently waiting upon 
the Lord, that you may witness his Holy Spirit to influence and 
direct you in all your words and actions : and as you attend 
with a single eye to its holy and unerring directions, you will 
be preserved from looking outward, and having your expectation 
from abroad; always remembering the saying of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour, If any man shall say to you, Lo, here is 
Christ ; or Lo, he is there ; believe him not : (Mark xiii. 21 ;) 
but let every one of you in particular closely attend to the voice 
of the Holy Spirit in his own soul, which only can secure you 
from being drawn aside by the doctrines and traditions of men^ 
and enable you to say, with Simon Peter, Lord, to whom shall 
we go ? Thou hast the words of eternal life. (John vi. 68.) 

And we do recommend to all Friends, to be careful at the 
conclusion of our meetings for worship, that an holy awe and 
reverence be so impressed upon their minds, as that the effect 
thereof may be evidenced by the gravity of their conversation ; 
and that they may be particularly watchful over their words 
and actions, lest, by their immediately entering into discourses 
about the affairs and concerns of this life, they manifest that 
their minds do not remain leavened with that holy sense of 
divine and heavenly things, which, through such their religious 
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meetings, they aboDld have expmeneed, and been seasoned 
with. 

And^ dear Friends, we desire that yonr several Monthly 
Meetings, where any schoohnasters or mistresses of our pro- 
fession may reside, would not be wanting to admonish tiiem, as 
much as in them lies, to bring up the children of Friends, com- 
mitted to their care, in a plainness of speech and apparel, 
agreeable to the profession we make ; and that such of them as 
have boarders in their jEsunilies, would frequently call them to- 
gether, and accustom them to a sdemn reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and press and excite them to the observation of the 
Christian precepts therein contained ; and that they themselves 
walk before them as examples of that plainness and simplicity 
they recommend. 

Finally, dear friends and brethren, in all your religious as- 
semblies wait in a true composure of spirit for the enjoyment 
of the presence of the Lord, which giveth life and ability to oflFer 
up an holy sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and that pure 
incense of a broken and contrite spirit, which is truly acceptable 
in his sight. Let the operation of his Spirit have free course and 
work in all your hearts ; and be not ashamed of its tendering 
power, which subjects the inordinate affections and will of the 
creature to the obedience of the cross of Christ. See that none 
render evil for evil unto any man ; but ever follow that whidi 
is good, both among yourselves, and to all men. Bejoice ever- 
more ; pray without ceasing ; in everything give thanks ; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quendi 
not the Spirit; despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; 
hold fast that which is good ; abstain from all appearance of 
evil ; and the very God of peace sanctify you wholly. And we 
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thess. 
V. 15—23.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the said Yearly Meeting, by 

John Gurnet, 
Clerk to the meeiang this year. 



w 
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EPISTLE, 1746. 
Fkom the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 19tli of the Third Month, 1746, to the 24th of the same, 

incltiaiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere, 

Deab-ly beloved Priends and Brethren, 

We salute you in brotherly love, and under a renewed sense 
of tlie merciful dealings of the Lord our God, in continuing to 
us the visitations of his Holy Spirit, and in graciously favouring 
this our annual assembly with the enjoyment of his presence ; 
to the enlarging of our hearts in fervent affection one towards 
another, and raising earnest desires for the preservation of the 
whole flock and family of God, in that holy state of reverence, 
humility, and contrition of soul before Him, wherein we may 
experience the consolations of the Lord, who hath promised to 
dwell with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones. (Isa. Ivii. 15.) Let therefore the lofty looks of man be 
humbled, and his haughtiness bowed down; that the Lord 
atone, and his power, may be exalted. 

By accounts from the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles read in this meeting from "Wales^ 
North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Bhode-Island, Maryland, 
North Carolina, and Barbadoes, we have accounts of the welfare 
of our Friends in general, and that many people resort to our 
public assemblies for worship, with a desire of hearing the testi- 
mony of truth declared ; and that divers of them have been 
convinced, and are joined in profession with us ; and we have 
cause to hope, that the seed sown among them, in due season^ 
will yet further spring up, to the praise of the great Lord of the 
harrest, who, though one may plant, and another may water, 
alone can give the increase. 

The accounts of Friends* sufferings, brought in this year, 
being chiefly for tithes and church-rates so called, amount in 
England and Wales to two thousand seven hundred and fourteen 
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pounds and upwards ; and those from Ireland^ to one thousand 
six hundred eighty-seven pounds and upwards ; making together 
four thousand four hundred and two pounds and upwards. 

And, dear friends, as every one of us shall come to live in an 
holy subjection to the Spirit of truth in himself, he will clearly 
discern the weight and necessity of abiding faithful to its dis- 
coveries in every branch of our Christian testimony. It wiU 
instruct us to form a right judgment respecting ourselves^ and 
shew us what our life is, *^ even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth/^ (James iv. 14.) It will teach 
us the knowledge of the world, and its uncertainty : it will 
wean us from all dependance on earthly things, to place our 
affections on things that are above : it will withdraw us from 
the inordinate love of temporal enjoyments, to the earnest 
expectation of eternal felicity ; from that which perisheth with 
the using, to the reward of the righteous, the crown of glory, 
that fadeth not away. The great deception of mankind is^ that 
they look for happiness where it is not, are ensnared by the 
love of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, which ^' while 
some have coveted after, they have erred from the faith/' have 
abused what they should have made good use of, and hurt 
themselves with the means given for the help of others ; the 
love of money shutting up their hearts from the exercise of 
charity, in proportion to the substance bestowed on them. 
Wherefore we admonish those whom God hath blessed with 
outward riches, not to trust therein, but to be mindful of the 
precept of the apostle, To do good and to communicate forget 
not ; for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. (Heb. xiii. 16.) 

And, dear friends, it is matter of grief to the faithful among 
us, to observe a visible declension in too many, from that 
fervour, love, and zeal, which our ancient Friends were endued 
with, for the honour of God and the promotion of his truth. 
Too many are departing from that plain and self-denying life of 
Jesus, our Holy Head, in which they were found. Alas ! how 
is that pious devotion and reverence of soul, that brokenness 
and contrition of spirit, conspicuous in their religious assemblies, 
abated ; and how careless and indifferent do too many nowadays 
appear, in that most important concern of worshipping the Lord 
of life and glory in an awful silence, and with earnest breathings 
for the renewings of his living power and presence. Oh ! that 
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all might Ibe stirred up to follow the steps of our worthy elders, 
in an holy contempt of this world, and in that Christian courage 
and patience, which supported them imder the reproaches of 
men, and the opposition they met with from the spirit of the 
world. Oh ! that we might walk after their example, preferring 
the love of truth to the love of earthly things, and the honour 
of God to the honour of man. 

We also beseech you, dear friends, who are young in years, 
early to submit to the operation of the Holy Spirit in your own 
hearts j considering yourselves as always in the presence of the 
Lord, who sees and knows all your thoughts, words and actions. 
Let his holy fear preside in your hearts, which can enable you 
to flee youthful lusts, which war against the soul; and can 
transform you, by the renewing of your minds into the likeness 
of Christ Jesus, " that ye may prove what is that good, 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.'^ Obedience to the 
righteous law of God, written in the heart of man, is the way 
to true and lasting peace. Our earnest desire is, that the youth 
of this generation may be raised up to supply the place of those 
who are gone to rest, that the work of the Lord may be carried 
on, and we may be continued a people to his praise, and qualified 
earnestly to ^^ contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.'^ 

And, dear friends, from what we have lately beheld of the 
calamities of the sword, we have cause to bow in thankfulness 
to the Lord ; who, by his overruling providence, hath checked 
its progress in this nation. Let us pray, that the Lord would 
hasten the promised time, when he shall judge among the 
nations, and shall rebuke many people, and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; 
nation shall not liffc up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. (Isa. ii. 4.) And let us also, as the Lord 
shall open our hearts, and influence our minds, make our suppli- 
cations and prayers for kings, and for all that are in authority ; 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godliness and 
honesty : for this is good and acceptable in the sight of God 
our Saviour. (1 Tim. ii. 2, 3.) 

And, as it hath pleased the Lord, in his abundant mercy, to 
appear for the deliverance of us and the nation in general, in 
time of outward distress, and to preserve the king and his 
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goTermnent from the wicked attempts of those who rose up 
against them^ and to continue unto us the enjoyment of our 
civil and religious liberties^ it is our duty to express our thank- 
fulness to the Lord^ and to acknowledge his mighty manifested 
in the day of danger ; not only in words and expressions^ but 
in an awful and reverent walking in all holy conversation and 
godliness^ to the praise and honour of his holy name^ who is 
blessed for ever. 

Finally^ brethren^ we commend you to the grace of God, and 
to the guidance of his Holy Spirit in all your conduct^ and bid 
you farewell in the Lord. Let a grateful sense of his mercies 
make a deep impression on every mind. " Be perfect, be of good 
eomfort, be of one mind, live in peace ; and the Ood of love 
and peace shall be with you.'' (2 Cor. xiii. 11.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the said Yearly Meeting, by 

John Fey, 
Clerk to the meetmg tlus year. 



EPISTLE, 1747. 

FeOH THE YbAELY MeETING, HELD IN LoNDON, BY AdJOUBNMBNT, 

From the 7th of the Fourth Month, 1747, to the 12th of the same, 

indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deaely beloved Friends and Brethren, 

It hath pleased the Lord our God measurably to favour this 
our annual assembly with a renewed visitation of his love, to 
the comfort and refreshment of the souls of such as in humility 
and reverence have been bowed before him; so that we have 
fresh occasion to praise his name, for the continuance of his 
goodness to us ; and, in a sense of our own weakness, to magnify 
his power and might, who hath hitherto preserved us ; and to 
acknowledge, with the psalmist, Thou, Lord, art good, and ready 
to forgive ; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
thee. (Psa. Ixxxvi. 5.) May the sense of his gracious dealings 
towards us be a means of enlarging our hearts in fervency of 
afiEection one towards another,, that we may mutually exhort and 
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encourage each other to a steady perseverance in the path of 
truth and righteousness, which, by the guidance of his grace. 
He hath directed our feet into. 

By the accounts brought in from the several Quarterly 
Meetings of Friends in England ; as also by epistles received 
from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, New-England, 
Maryland, Long-Island, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Bar- 
badoes, Virginia, and Tortola, we have comfortable relations of 
the prosperity of truth, and that love and unity are preserved 
in the churches : that there is, in some places, an addition to the 
church by convincement ; and that many there are, who, being 
rightly concerned to keep to the divine principle of light and life 
in themselves, have come to experience a growth and establish- 
ment therein. By following the leadings of this heavenly principle 
of divine grace, our worthy ancients were brought to an inward 
fellowship and holy communion in the one Lord, one faith, and 
one baptism ; by which they became sensible, not only of their 
own inward state, but had also a sympathy and concern raised 
in them for the welfare of others ; watching over one another 
for good, and in Christian freedom and plainness of speech 
exhorting the remiss, reproving offenders, encouraging the weak, 
and bringing forward the hindmost of the flock : which brotherly 
concern conduced to the gathering of many, and to their 
strength and confirmation in the blessed truth. A practice 
which, we fear, is too much neglected, though worthy of our 
imitation, and which we earnestly recommend to all who have 
the truth at heart. 

The suflFering&of Friends brought in this year, being generally 
for tithes and church-rates so called, amount in England and 
Wales to two thousand seven hundred thirty-three pounds and 
upwards ; and in Ireland to one thousand five hundred fifty-two 
pounds and upwards ; making together four thousand two hun- 
dred eighty-six pounds and upwards. One Friend is discharged 
out of prison since last year ; and one Friend is detained in 
prison upon prosecution in the Ecclesiastical Court ; for whose 
discharge endeavours have been used, but hitherto without 
success. 

And, dear friends, we find it our concern at this time to remind 
you, that, as the original purpose and design of these our annual 
assemblies, as also of our Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, was 

8 
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the exercise of a pmdent and Christian care and oversight of 
the churches in general^ that peace and good order might be 
maintained, and that all of us might adorn our profession of 
godliness with good works; it behoveth us, in all such our 
assemblies, to have our minds seasoned with a sense of the 
weight of the work we are engaged in, and to exert ourselves 
with an holy zeal for the cause of God, and the promotion of 
his truth ; carefully watching against an exalted spirit, which 
would strive for mastery and dominion ; labouring in love and 
meekness of wisdom to be helpful one unto another, that 
nothing may be done through strife, or vain glory ; but in low- 
liness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
(Phil. ii. 3.) 

We also think it proper to renew our former exhortations^ and 
again to excite you to a diligent attending of meetings for divine 
worship, both on First-days and other days of the week ; and 
that you be careful to observe the hour appointed for meeting ; 
and, when met, to wait in awful silence for the manifestations of 
the divine life ; guarding against a dull and heavy disposition, 
and labouring to bring your thoughts into a quiet subjection to 
the Spirit of Christ ; not having your eye to man, but fixing 
your expectation on the Lord alone, who is a rich rewarder of 
those who diligently seek Him. 

We also tenderly remind you of that Christian simplicity and 
self-denial which our ancient Friends were in the practice of. 
Their plainness in speech and apparel was remarkable ; and the 
scorn and derision they patiently underwent on those accounts, 
did demonstrate that their practice therein proceeded not from 
an affectation of singularity, but was purely conscientious. But, 
alas ! how are many degenerated in these respects, and, by a 
mean compliance with the customs and fashions of this present 
evil world, under the mistaken notion of rendering themselves 
agreeable to others, are indeed become contemptible even in the 
eyes of those they seek to please ; the more thinking part of 
whom have observed, that a departure from the primitive plain- 
ness of our predecessors frequently opens a door to the practice 
of such pleasures, follies, and corruptions of the times as they 
were redeemed from, and conscientiously forsook ; it being a 
just remark, that a revolting from the form of godliness is often 
attended with the loss of the power of it. 
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And, dear friends, notwithstanding the repeated and earnest 
advices of this meeting, in respect to the education of our 
children, we again see cause to remind you of this important 
and necessary duty. For although virtue passes not by lineal 
succession, nor piety by inheritance, yet we trust that the Al- 
mighty will have an especial and gracious regard to the sincere 
endeavours of those parents, who have an early and constant 
care and concern for the welfare of their offspring; earnestly 
labouring to instruct them in the fear of the Lord, and in an 
humble waiting for, and feeling after, those secret and tender 
visitations of divine love, which the Lord has graciously afforded 
for the help and instruction of all. Be ye therefore stirred up 
to a faithful discharge of your duty, being examples to them, in 
meetings, in your families, and in your employments, of a dili- 
gent, humble watchfulness, and steady regard to the guidance 
of that holy principle in yourselves, which you are recommending 
unto them. Add to this the frequent reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and such other books as tend to inculcate the precepts 
of a pious and virtuous life on their tender minds, which may 
be an effectual preservative against the infection of such writings 
as have a contrary tendency : so shall your endeavours be at- 
tended with a reasonable hope of success, and the continuance 
of the blessing of the Most High rest on you and your posterity. 
Train up, saith Solomon, a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it. (Prov. xxii. 6.) 

Finally, dear brethren, be clothed with humility; for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace unto the humble. Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time. (1 Peter v. 5.) Always remembering, 
that the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from the 
snares of death : (Prov. xiv. 27,) and that, in the fear of the 
Lord is strong confidence ; and his children shall have a place of 
refuge. (Ver. 26.) 

We salute you in brotherly love, and ih the fellowship of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : to him be glory now 
and for ever. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Henry Bradford, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1748. 
Fbom the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjournment, 

From the 30th of the Third Month, to the 3rd of the Fourth Month, 

1748, inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in the unity of the Spirit, the bond of peace, 
earnestly desiring your growth and establishment in the truth ; 
and that, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ, ye may be preserved 
through faith unto salvation, and made partakers of that in- 
heritance which is incorruptible, and fadeth not away ; a lively 
hope whereof is given unto us by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent, that ye may be foimd of him in 
peace, without spot, and blameless. And beware, lest ye also, 
being led away by the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
stedfastness : but grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : to him be glory, both now and 
for ever. Amen. (2 Pet. iii. 14, 17.) 

As to the transactions of this our annual assembly, we acquaint 
you, that the business thereof hath been carried on in a spirit 
of love, to the great comfort and satisfaction of all concerned 
therein. 

By the accounts and epistles read in this meeting, from the 
several counties in England, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, 
Bhode-Island, Pennsylvania, and New-Jersey, Long-Island, 
Maryland, and North Carolina, we have comfortable relations of 
the preservation of love and unity in the churches, and of a good 
disposition continuing in many places, to hear the testimony of 
truth declared, of which some have been lately convinced; 
whence we have good reason to believe, that the Lord, by the 
renewed visitations of his blessed Spirit, it still preparing and 
raising up instruments to bear witness to his truth, and to supply 
the places of those faithful elders whom he hath removed from 
their labours, and received into the rest prepared for his people. 
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The amoant of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales^ being chiefly for tithes^ and those called 
church-rates^ is two thousand eight hundred and sixty-four pounds 
and upwards ; and of those from Ireland^ one thousand four 
hundred thirty-nine pounds and upwards ; making together four 
thousand three hundred and four pounds and upwards. The Friend 
who was last year detained in prison^ in consequence of an ex- 
communication issued against him from the Ecclesiastical Courts 
still continues under close confinement^ where he has remained 
about two years and a half. 

And^ as you cannot be but sensible of the importance of 
standing clear in our ancient testimony against the anti-christian 
yoke of tithes^ be not slack to admonish all such as are found 
unfaithful therein; endeavouring in brotherly love to inform 
and reclaim them. 

And^ dear friends^ as we profess to be disciples and followers 
of Him^ who is the Prince of peace, we have long seen with grief 
the calamities of war and discord among mankind, and it is 
with joy we behold the prospect of approaching peace, for the 
perfecting of which, may the God of love and peace grant success 
to the endeavours of our king, the common father of his people, 
under whose government ^e enjoy the inestimable blessings 
of our civil and religious liberties ; for which it behoveth us 
still to demonstrate our gratitude by due returns of fidelity and 
affection. 

And, dear friends, our advice and exhortation is, that all 
masters of families, parents, guardians, and tutors of children, 
would frequently put in practice the calling together of their 
children and household, to wait upon the Lord in their families ; 
that receiving wisdom and counsel from Him, they may be en- 
abled seasonably to exhort and encourage them to walk in the 
way of the Lord ; to exercise themselves in reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and in observing the duties and precepts of holy 
living therein recommended ; admonishing them to keep to that 
plainness and simplicity, in apparel, speech and behaviour, which 
the Spirit of truth led our forefathers into, and which becomes 
the humble, self-denying followers of Holy Jesus. Also, that 
they would use their endeavours to restrain the youth committed 
to their charge, from frequenting playhouses, and other public 
places of diversion, by shewing them the evil tendency thereof, 
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and the danger of their minds being drawn aside thereby from 
a solid and serious attention to the great duty of life^ the prac- 
tice of true religion and virtue. 

We also remind you, to stand upon your guard against all 
whispering, backbiting and detracting spirits, who busy them- 
selves in spreading evil surmisings one of another; and to 
discourage every practice of that nature ; observing the advice 
of the apostle^ Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice ; and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, foi^ving 
one another, even as God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven you. 
(Eph. iv. 31, 32.) Always mindfiil of the precept of our Lord, 
Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them. (Matt. vii. 12.) 

And, in all your assemblies for religious worship, let your 
minds be retired, and your thoughts abstracted from earthly 
and temporal affairs, and fixed on things that are above ; that 
your minds may be seasoned with an holy awe and reverence, 
and yous affections weaned from earthly things, and so stayed 
and settled upon heavenly and holy concerns, that you will not 
be apt, as the manner of some is, at the close of your meetings, 
hastily to enter into discourses about the affairs of this life, 
much less the vain amusements thereof; a practice inconsistent 
with that Christian gravity, which at such time ought, in an 
especial manner, to season the minds of persons so lately 
assembled for the worship of God in spirit and in truth. 

We also tenderly exhort, that in all your meetings for the 
discipline of the church, you wait in humility to have your own 
spirits brought into an holy subjection to the Spirit of Christ, 
that thereby you may be duly qualified for the work and service 
conducive to the building up his church ; in which work, aU 
who are engaged should be men of upright hearts and clean 
hands, rightly prepared for the service they undertake. 

And, dear friends, we earnestly caution and intreat all such 
among you, as find themselves concerned in Christian love to 
exhort and admonish others, that they be especially careful of 
their own conduct ; that, by circumspect walking in all holiness 
of life and conversation, they may become living examples of 
the purity and excellence of the advices they recommend. 

And, inasmuch as the time of our sojourning here on earth is 
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shorty and very uncertain^ a timely preparation for our depar- 
ture hence is a necessity point of Christian prudence ; wherefore 
we advise, that Friends everywhere be careful not only to settle 
their temporal affairs while time and opportunity are afforded 
them ; but also to endeavour^ through the whole course of their 
conversation here, to walk as strangers and pilgrims; abstaining 
&om fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; (1 Pet. ii. 11,) 
and having an eye to the recompence of reward, reserved in 
heaven for those who continue in faith and patience to the end 
of the race that is set before them. 

Finally, dear friends, live under a continual sense of the 
mercy and goodness of the Lord our God towards us. Be not 
high minded, but fear. Pray without ceasing, that you may be 
preserved a people to his praise, abiding under the government 
of the Spirit of Christ, that his name and power, through you, 
may be magnified and exalted in the earth; and that, at last, 
you may receive the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls. (1 Pet. i. 9.) 

Signed in and on the behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

GiLBEET Thompson, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1749. 
Faom the Yeaely Meeting, held in London, by Adjoubnments, 

From the Ifith of the Third Month, 1749, to the 20th of the same, 

indusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings cfFHenda and Brethren, 
in Great Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere, 

Deably Beloved Fbiends and Bretheen, 

In the pure love of the gospel, and a degree of the enjoyment 
of that peace which passeth all understanding, we salute you ; 
earnestly desiring your steady perseverance in the way of truth, 
and that ye may be preservedi by the power of Ood, in all holi* 
ness and purity of conversation, adorning the holy profession we 
make of woirshipping the Father of spirits in spirit and in truth. 

It has pleased the Lord, according to his wonted goodness, to 
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favour this our assembly with the comforts of his Holy Spirit 
and presence^ preserving us in peace and concord^ and enabling 
us to proceed in the business brought before us^ with brotherly 
love and condescension. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England^ and by epistles from Wales^ Scotland^ Ireland^ Holland, 
Virginia, New- York, New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, Rhode- 
Island, Barbadoes, and Tortola, we are informed of the present 
state of the churches, of an addition in some places to the 
number of the convinced, and of the continuance of an earnest 
desire for maintaining the testimony of truth in its several 
branches, and endeavouring, in a spirit of love and meekness, to 
reclaim those who have erred and gone astray. May such an 
holy concern everywhere increase, that having a sincere love, 
and fervent charity among ourselves, we may co-operate for the 
improvement and establishing one of another in the most holy 
faith. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year from England 
and Wales, chiefly for tithes, and those called church-rates, 
amount to two thousand eight hundred and six pounds and 
upwards ; and those from Ireland, to one thousand six hundred 
and five pounds and upwards. The Friend mentioned last year as 
being imprisoned, in consequence of an excommunication issued 
from the Ecclesiastical Court, still remains under close confine- 
ment, having continued prisoner about three years and a half. 
There is also another Friend now in prison for tithes. 

The remissness and neglect of many, in observing our ancient 
testimony against the anti-christian yoke of tithes, is too obvious; 
wherefore we again earnestly recommend to your several meet- 
ings, zealously to exhort and admonish all such as continue 
unfaithful, and endeavour to bring them to a sense of the 
necessity and importance of their standing clear in a point so 
opposite to Christian liberty, and to the free dispensation of a 
gospel ministry. 

And, dear friends, as it hath pleased God to give success to 
the endeavours of the king our sovereign, for perfecting a 
general peace, we think it our duty to express our gratitude on 
that occasion. Let us all walk worthy of so great a blessing ; 
and in the enjoyment of our civil and religious liberties, be 
careful to exercise a conscience void of offence, both toward 
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Qod and toward men; putting up supplications and prayers for 
the king^ and all that are in authority^ that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life^ in all godliness and honesty. (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.) 

We think it needful to remind you^ that in all our assemblies 
for worship you humbly wait to know your minds retired, and 
abstracted from temporal affairs^ that your expectation and 
dependence may be on the Lord alone. And, as there are 
Friends well qualified, who, from a true and living concern for 
the spreading of truth among the people, are induced, in the 
love of God, to travel to and fro, that the knowledge of true 
religion may increase, we recommend, that when any such shall 
visit your respective meetings. Friends would be industrious in 
giving notice to their inquiring neighbours and acquaintance, of 
such opportunities ; that the service of those faithful labourers 
may be the more extensive and effectual. 

And, dear friends, we earnestly advise you, that in your 
meetings for the discipline of the church, all be careful to keep 
under an holy subjection to the Spirit of Christ ; that so the 
affairs of truth may be carried on in love and meekness ; that 
nothing be done through strife or vain glory ; but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem other better than themselves : and do 
all things without murmurings and disputings. (Phil. ii. 3, 14.) 
Let the elders that rule well among you, be counted worthy of 
double honour; especially they who labour in the word and 
doctrine. (1 Tim. v. 17.) Likewise ye younger, submit your- 
selves unto the elder ; yea all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility. (1 Peter v. 5.) So shall God, 
who " giveth grace unto the humble,^' exalt you in due time, 
and make you serviceable in the church, to the praise of Him 
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light, 
that ye may become a peculiar people, redeemed &om the cor- 
ruptions of the world, and preserved in " fervent charity '' one 
towards another; that our union and concord in the Holy 
Spirit may be increased, and the good order of the church of 
Christ may be upheld on its ancient foundation. 

The several advices and exhortations formerly given forth by 
this meeting, and particularly in our epistle of last year, viz. : — 
Frequently to wait upon the Lord in your families ; to exercise 
yourselves in often reading the Holy Scriptures, and observing 
the exceUent precepts therein contained; to keep to that 
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plainness and simplicity in apparel, speech, and behaTionr, which 
the Spirit of tnith led onr ancestors into ; to restrain the youth 
under jout charge from playhouses and other public places of 
diyersion, the nurseries of vice and immorality ; to stand upon 
your guard against all whispering, backbiting, and detracting 
quints; and to discourage every practice of that nature; are 
again earnestly recommended to your serious consideration and 
practice. 

And, dear friends, as our forefathers and predecessors were led 
and directed by the Spirit of truth, publicly to proclaim the 
sufficiency of the grace of Ood inwardly manifested in the hearts 
of all the children of men ; we earnestly desire, that above all 
things the directions of this heavenly monitor in ourselves may 
be carefuUy observed, which will give us the clearest view of 
our several and respective duties, and guide us into all truth. 
From a disregard to this heavenly and universal principle of 
divine light, and disobedience to its holy guidance, proceed that 
ignorance and depravity which have overspread too many of the 
professors of Christianity. Let us, therefore, who are in an 
especial manner favoured with the knowledge of the truth in- 
wardly revealed, and, in some degree, made experimental wit- 
nesses of its power and efficacy, beware, lest any of us also fall 
away, and lose sight of that inward and unerring guide^ which 
alone is able to keep us stedfast and immoveable in the practice 
of pure and undefiled religion, preserve us from the spots and 
pollutions of the world, make us wise unto salvation, and enable 
us to perform that which is good and acceptable in the sight of 
Ood: to whom, for the comfortable influences of his Holy 
Spirit, and all other his manifold blessings, both spiritual and 
temporal, be glory, dominion, and praise ascribed, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, now, and for ever. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Fotheegill, 

Clerk to the meeting this year 
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EPISTLE, 1750. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by ADJOtRNMENTS, 

From the 4th of the Fourth Month, 1750, to the 8th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Qiiarterlff and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethr^n^ 
in Great Britain^ Ireland, and elsetohere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in fervency of aflfeetion, ardently desiring your 
preservation in stedfastness of the faith, purity of doctrine, and 
holiness of life and conversation, to the praise of Him who hath 
called us to bear a testimony against the errors and corruptions 
of the world, and to be a peculiar people to himself, zealous of 
good works. 

We have renewed cause to bless the name of the Lord our God, 
in that he yet continues to favour us with the gracious risitations 
of his Holy Spirit, which we have measurably experienced to 
preside in this our annual assembly, to the encouragement and 
consolation of the faithful, and the enlarging of their hearts one 
towards another, in a spirit of love, peace and concord, wherein 
the affairs and concerns of the church have been transacted and 
carried on, during the whole course of this our meeting; in 
which we have received many comfortable accounts from the 
several Quarterly Meetings in England, and by epistles from 
Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Pennsylvania and New^ 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Rhode-Island^ 
Long-Island, Barbadoes, and Tortola, of the preservation of the 
churches in a state of love and union ; and of an openness in the 
hearts of many, in divers places, to hear the testimony of truth 
declared ; whence we have cause to hope, that a work of con- 
vincement is going forward, and that many will be gathered to 
the Spirit of truth in themselves, and to a faithful obedience to 
its dictates and requirings. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, being princi- 
pally for tithes and church-rates so called, amount in England 
and Wales to two thousand six hundred and eighty pounds and 
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upwards; and those of Irdand to one thousand five hundred and 
sixty-four pounds and upwards. Two Friends have been seyeral 
years imprisoned^ and haye continued under dose confinement^ 
in consequence of excommunications issued firom the Ecclesi- 
astical Courts, after prosecutions commenced there against theni 
for tithes ; one of whom, we hear, lately died in prison. And, for 
the same cause, two others are committed to prison since last 
year, by process out of the Court of Exchequer. 

And, dear friends, we think meet to remind you, that the 
several branches of our Christian testimony, which our worthy 
elders were called to bear, and for which they patiently under- 
went a fight of afflictions, were not taken up in their own will 
and wisdom, but effectually impressed upon their minds by the 
divine operation of the Holy Spirit of Christ convincing their 
understandings, and strengthening them to walk in obedience 
to the convictions received. Thus were they enabled to stand 
faithful for the truth upon earth, and to leave us a noble and 
Christian example that we might follow their steps. Let us, in 
this day of more ease and tranquillity, beware, lest we be drawn 
aside to decline from the testimonies they bore ; and, through 
the deceiveableness of unrighteousness, with which the un- 
wearied adversary of souls is laying wait to ensnare us, have our 
understandings so darkened, as not to discern the importance of 
those testimonies which our fathers were led to a perfect sight of, 
and steady perseverance in, by the light of Christ, that unerring 
guide, which, as we follow, will direct us in the same path. 

We are also concerned to remind you of that holy and religious 
exercise of mind, which was conspicuous among our ancient 
Friends in their assemblies for the worship of God ; wherein, by 
humbly waiting upon Him in a devout and reverent frame, both 
of body and mind, they experienced a renewing of their strength 
in him, and were made partakers of the joy of his salvation. 
Sut, alas ! it is matter of exceeding grief to the sincere and wise 
hearted now among us, to observe that manifest lukewarmness 
and indifferency, which too many under our profession discover 
by their deportment in our religious assemblies, in a manner 
void of that gravity, devotion and reverence, which necessarily 
attend the worshippers of God in spirit and in truth ; and by 
which their souls are humbled in his holy presence, and made 
meet to receive of the heavenly consolations of his Spirit, 
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who hath respect unto the lowly^ but beholdeth the proud 
afar off. 

Aud, dear friends, we earnestly exhort and intreat you to 
abide stedfast in the faith of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; 
and to take heed lest any of you be seduced by the craft and 
subtilty of designing men^ some of whom have published books 
tending to alienate the minds of men from the true and saving 
faith^ and to lead them to a dis-esteem of the Holy Scriptures, 
and the principles of the Christian religion therein contained. 
Beware, lest any of you, who profess to foUow the light of Christ, 
be drawn aside from the simplicity of his truth, and diverted 
from your obedience to his holy cross, by imbibing such prin- 
ciples as would promote a disbelief of his gospel, and of the 
important doctrines revealed in the Holy Scriptures, necessary 
to be believed, in order to the salvation of those to whom they 
are so revealed. And, as the doctrine of future rewards and 
punishments is clearly declared of in holy writ, and is a doctrine 
of the Christian religion, tending to excite men to the practice 
of virtue, and deter them from vice, beware lest any of you be 
drawn aside from the purity of the faith in this respect, into a 
pernicious and dangerous error : but follow ye the guidance of 
the light of Christ, which only can infallibly secure you from 
being led away by the error of the wicked,, and falling from your 
own stedfastness. 

And we tenderly exhort, that where Friends, in their Monthly 
Meetings, have knowledge of any of their members who have 
received, or may be in danger of receiving, principles destruc- 
tive either of religion or morality, they would deal with all such 
in a spirit of love, in order to show them the dangerous situation 
they are in, and, if possible, to convince them of their errors, 
and reclaim them therefrom. 

And, dearly beloved, as it has pleased the Lord to favour 
many amongst us with the outward blessings of this life, in so 
plentiful a manner, as that we are placed in a capacity of doing 
much good, and of exercising the offices of Christian love and 
charity, to the comfort and assistance of the poor and needy ; 
we earnestly recommend to the practice of those whom God 
hath so favoured, the excellent advice given by the apostle, 
(1 Tim. vi. 17 — 19) : " Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high-minded : nor trust in uncertain riches. 
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bat in the liying God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; 
that they do good ; that they be rich in good works ; ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate ; laying up in store for them- 
selves a good foundation against the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life/^ 

We forbear at this time the repetition of many advices here- 
tofore given you, and recommend you to the heavenly guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in yourselves, which will instruct you to 
avoid every appearance of evil, and is able to preserve your 
whole spirit, soul and body, blameless, unto the coming of our 
liord Jesus Christ. 

And, dear friends, as it hath pleased God, by late amazing 
instances of his almighty and tremendous power in shaking the 
earth, to excite in the hearts of men just apprehensions of that 
sudden destruction which their iniquities had deserved, it 
behoveth every sensible soul, in the depth of humiUty, to admire 
the wonderful mercy of a gracious God, who, by hitherto 
withholding the judgments threatened, doth demonstrate that 
He ''is long-suffering to usward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.^^ Oh that these 
instances of the divine di^leasure may produce in all the like 
effects as in the Ninevites of old, that they may cry mightily 
unto God ; yea, that every one may turn from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands ; the consequence of 
which was, that *' God saw their works, that they turned from 
their evil way,^^ and in his mercy forbore to execute the judg- 
ment denounced by his prophet against them. (Jonah iii. 8^ &c.) 

Finally, brethren, under a devout and humble sense of the 
almighty power of God, and of his abundant mercy toward the 
children of men, we take our leave of you ; recommending you 
all to the grace of God, earnestly desiring that you may be pre- 
served thereby in love and peace, and in purity of life and 
conversation ; that the God of peace may continue to bless you, 
and be with you, and enable you, in a grateful acknowledgment 
of his maaoifold mercies, to ascribe unto him thanksgiving, glory, 
dominion, and praise, through Jesus Christ our Lord, for ever 
and ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Gurney, 
CHerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1751. 
Eboh the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by ADJOTrsasumims, 

From the 27th of the Third Month, 1761, to the Slat of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Pbiends and Brethren, 

Being, through the goodness of Ood, and continuance of his 
merciful providence over us, met together again in our annual 
assembly, we salute you, under a renewed sense and grateful 
remembrance of the love of Christ our Saviour, and of the free 
extendings of his universal grace, and of the blessed influences 
of his Holy Spirit, the teacher and guide of the faithful through- 
out all generations ; by which he visited, called, and led our 
forefathers in the way wherein they walked ; teaching them to 
forsake the vanities, corruptions, and false worships of the world, 
and enabling them to persevere both in holiness of life and 
purity of doctrine ; wherein, having passed the time of their 
sojourning here, according to the will of God, they fell asleep, 
and were received into his rest ; leaving unto us, their successors 
in profession of the same faith, an example that we also should 
walk in the same steps, to the praise of Him who hath hitherto 
preserved us, and who alone is able to perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle us ; to whom, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, praise, and dominion for ever. Amen. 

The several affairs and concerns of the churches which have 
come before us, have been considered and concluded in a 
measure of that spirit of brotherly love and unanimity, wherein 
the true fellowship and communion of the saints is held; 
and which we earnestly desire may continually preside in the 
churches of Christ everywhere, enabling each particular member 
of the one body to perform their several and respective offices 
therein, to the preservation of the whole in peace and concord, 
and to the mutual edification of one another in the most holy 
faith. 

The intelligences communicated unto us by accounts from 
the Quarterly Meetings of Friends in England, and by epistles 
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from Wales^ North Britain^ Ireland^ Holland^ Pennsylvania 
and New-Jersey^ Maryland, North Carolina, Rhode-Island, 
Long-Island, and Tortola, famish ns with comfortable observa- 
tions of a religious concern subsisting in many places for the 
conservation of Christian brotherhood, maintenance of good 
order and discipline in the church, and upholding the testimony 
of truth in its several branches. That such a necessary care 
and holy concern may become general, let us humbly suppli- 
cate the Almighty, that He may be pleased to fill us with the 
knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 
that we may be made instruments in his hand, fitly qualified for 
the service of his church, and promotion of his blessed truth in 
the earth. 

The accounts of Friends^ sufferings brought in this year, being 
chiefly for tithes and church-rates so called, amount in England 
and Wales to the sum of three thousand and twenty <five pounds 
and upwards; and those from Ireland, to the sum of one 
thousand seven hundred and sixty pounds and upwards. There 
are four Friends now remaining prisoners ; two of them in con- 
sequence of processes in the Ecclesiastical Courts. 

Dear Feiends, 

As the profession by which we are peculiarly distinguished, 
is that of subjection and obedience to the light and Spirit of 
Christ, it is incumbent on us, in an especial manner, to be found 
walking therein ; for, saith the beloved disciple, ^' If we say 
that we have fellowship with God, and walk in darkness, we lie, 
and do not the truth : but if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.^' (1 John i. 
6, 7.) Wherefore, brethren, let us consider what manner of 
persons we ought to be, in all holy conversation and godliness, 
that through the sanctifying virtue of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
cleansing and purging us from the corruptions of the world, we 
may be qualified to stand before Him with acceptance, and dis- 
charge the duties of our respective stations in the church to 
God^s honour, and the comfort of his people. To promote this 
blessed purpose, suffer, we intreat you, the word of exhortation ; 
and receive it in the same spirit of love wherein it is by us 
communicated. 
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Dear Eriends, 

We having, in this our solemn assembly, the welfare of our 
Zion greatly at heart, recommend the appointment, of sensible 
Friends of unblameable conversation, to visit the families of 
their brethren in Christian love, and in the wisdom and peaceable 
spirit of truth to inform, admonish, and advise, as occasion may 
be. This exercise of brotherly love has had a good effect in 
some places ; we therefore earnestly iatreat Friends, in their 
respective Monthly Meetings, to use their best endeavours to 
bring the same into general practice : And, as we desire that 
solid and judicious Friends, on the one hand, would with a ready 
mind give up to this service ; so, on the other hand, we also 
advise, that Friends who shall be visited in consequence of such 
appointments, would be freely willing to afford a brotherly 
opportunity to such who so visit them, of discharging the care 
and duty herein by them lovingly undertaken. 

And, dear friends, as temperance and moderation are virtues 
proceeding from true, religion, and are of great benefit and 
advantage in many respects; we beseech all to be careful of 
their conduct and behaviour, abstaining from every appearance 
of evil. (1 Thess. v. 22.) And as an excess in drinking has been 
too prevalent among many of the inhabitants of these nations, 
we recommend to all Friends a watchful care over themselves, 
attended with a religious and prudent zeal against a practice so 
dishonourable and pernicious. 

As to the elders among you, and such whom God, having 
endued with knowledge and experience of the cleansing opera- 
tions of his Spirit, hath concerned to minister unto others, let 
them adorn the doctrine of the gospel, by shewing, out of a 
good conversation, their works with meekness of wisdom. Such 
as these, being clothed with humility, and exemplary to the 
flock, whom they feed, not by constraint, but willingly ; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, (1 Pet. v. 2,) are worthy of 
double honour, and to be highly esteemed in the church of 
Christ. 

And you parents, guardians, masters, and all under whose 
care and tuition our youth are placed, we tenderly caution, and 
in love intreat you, that you be mindful faithfully to discharge 
the trust in you reposed ; and, that you would neither encourage 
nor permit the youth under your immediate direction and care, 

T 
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to take undue liberties in speech, behaviour, and apparel ; but 
that you earnestly advise, and, as much as in you lies, prevent 
them from conforming to the changeable customs and fashions 
of the world, which are vain and empty : by such a timely care 
and concern, parents and eniardians may keep themselves free 
from any just imputation oVblame arising from the misconduct 
of those committed to their care, and from being accessary to 
the ruin which unwary youth too often incur through such 
means. Oh that our youth might be prevailed upon to humble 
themselves^ endeavouring, through the divine assistance, to form 
their minds according to the plain and simple truths of the 
gospel contained in the Holy Scriptures, which we recommend 
as a proper means of preserving them from the contagion of 
profane and irreligious books and writings, tending to alienate 
and divert men from the love of virtue, and the practice of true 
Christian morality. 

And as to you, our dearly beloved young friends, we, in much 
affection and tenderness, exhort you^ above all things, to give 
diligent heed and attention to the voice of the Spirit of Christ 
speaking in the secret of your own consciences, reproving for 
evil, and speaking peace when you do well; for this, as it is 
elosely and rever^itly regarded^ will not only season your minds 
with an holy fear and dread of offending the great Majesty oi 
heaven and the whole earth, and thereby be a means of pre- 
serving you from the vices, vanities, and allurements of this 
world; but will also infinence you to seek after, and pray 
eamesliy for, that wisdom winch is from above^ in whose right 
band is length of days, and in her left are riches and honour. 
(Prov. iii. 16.) Happy are tbe youth who thus give up their 
names to serve the living God with full purpose of heart ! How 
inexpressible are the blessings^ which those, who are thus early 
devoted to serve the Lord, do bring upon themselves I And 
how do they cause the hearts of their parents and friends to 
overflow with joy dnd thanksgiving to the author of all our 
mercies, and the church of God to magnify his name, for the 
continuance of his goodness to his people from one generation 
to another ! Whilst the ungodly and disobedient, and such as^ 
contrary to the tender entreaties and admonitions of their 
parents, counsel of their friends, and dictates of the Spirit of 
truth in their own hearts, give the reins to their unruly passions^ 



1751.] YEAELY MEETING. 275 

and indulge themselves in rioting^ wantonness, and excess^ too 
often wound their parents with grief and affliction, hecoxne 
themselves a reproach to their Christian profession, and render 
their own lives short and miserable ; attended with such reflec- 
tions as these, How have I hated instruction, and my heart 
despised reproof, and have QOt«obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me ! (Prov. v. 12, 13.) 
Oh that all such may return unto the Lord, whilst the day of 
his gracious visitation is extended unto them ; who delighteth 
not in the death of a sinner, but willeth the salvation of all who 
unfeignedly repent, and return unto him. 

And, dear friends, whilst others are putting on the external 
marks of sorrow for the loss which this nation hath so lately 
sustained, let us, in humility and reverence of soul, approach 
the Most High, and supplicate the continuance of his merciful 
regard and support to those wTio are most nearly affected by 
this dispensation of his providence. Thus shall we demonstrate 
the sincerity of our sorrow, and express our gratitude and duty 
in a manner becoming our holy profession ; whilst a conformity 
in mere externals, not agreeable to our principles, and contrary 
to the practice of our worthy ancients, does but expose us to the 
observation and pity of wise and dincerning men. 

And, dear friends, let us considef one another, to provoke 
xmto love and to good works ; not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is ; but exhorting 
one another to the great and necessary duty of pubUely main- 
taining oujr rddgious assemblies, not only on the First-days, but 
oi;i other days of the week, when appointed, in order to the 
worshipping of God, who is a Spirit, in spirit and in truth ; and, 
whesi so met, we tenderiy exhort and caution you to beware that 
your outward ^deportment be grave and serious, suitable to that 
holy awe, and religious reverence of soul, wherein we ooght to 
approach the divine presence:; and to wait in lowliness and 
humility of mind as at his footstodl, ardently praying for the gift 
of his Holy Spirit, that we may experience the blessed influences 
thereof to molHfy our hearts, and bring our spirits into subjec- 
tion to hifi Spirit; in which alone he is truly worshipped, 
through which only we have access to the throne of grace, and 
whereby alone our religious services and performaaoes are ren- 
dered weli^pleasing and aceepteUe m hi» sigbt. 

T 2 
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'^ Now unto him that is able to keep 70a from fallings and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy ; to the only wise God^ our Saviour^ be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen." 
(Jude, ver. 25.) 

Signed in and on behalf of* the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Fry, 
Clerk to the meetuig this year. 



EPISTLE, 1752. 

Froic the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 18th of the Fifth Month, 175% to the 23rd of the same, 

indnsiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 

in Great Britain, Irelandy and elsewhere. 

Bear Friends and Brethren, 

Is the love of Christ, the foundation of church-commnnion, 
we tenderly salute you, earnestly desiring your growth and 
preservation in the truth, and your perseverance in every good 
word and work. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord our God, the gracious visi- 
tations of whose heavenly love, yet continued unto us in these 
our annual assemblies, give us renewed occasions to celebrate 
his praise, and to say with the psalmist, '^ How excellent is thy 
loving-kindness, O God ! therefore the children of men put their 
trust under the shadow of thy wings/^ (Psalm xxxvi. 7.) Let 
us with one accord, in the depth of humility, approach his holy 
presence with thanksgiving, and with awful reverence worship 
at his footstool ; who, though he inhabiteth eternity, and 
dwelleth in the high and holy place, (Isa. Ivii. 15,) mercifully 
condescendeth to look down on the low estate of his church and 
people ; to comfort the mourners in Zion, to revive the spirits 
of the humble and of the contrite ones, and to beautify the 
meek with his salvation. (Psalm cxliz. 4.) 

The Friends, deputed from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
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England^ have brought to this meeting many comfortable ac- 
counts ; by which it appears^ that, in general, love and concord 
are maintained, and that Friends in divers places are under an 
earnest concern for the promotion of peace, and for the sup- 
pressing and guarding against every occasion of strife and 
discord, tending to divide and scatter the flock of Christ. For 
strengthening this concern, and promoting this Christian dispo- 
sition of love wheresoever it appears, we remind you of the 
benefits thereof, expressed in Psalm cxxxiii., viz., " Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity ! As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion : for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore.'' Be ye also mindful of 
the saying of our blessed Lord himself, (John xiii. 35,) " By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another .'' 

By the several epistles communicated unto us from Wales, 
North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Bhode-Island for New England, 
Long-Island for New York, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New 
Jersey, Maryland and Barbadoes, as well as by the verbal ac- 
count of our friend Jonah Thompson, lately returned from his 
travels in the service of truth through several parts of America, 
we understand that the testimony of truth is gladly heard and 
received in many places; that some are efPectually reached 
thereby, and enabled to join with us in a public profession of 
the same. May as many as have been, or shall be gathered 
into the fold of Christ's chiurch, continue obedient to his call, 
hearken to his voice, and follow him, who goeth before his 
sheep, and leadeth them into the green pastures of life, where 
he causeth them to rest and lie down in safety. 

The suficrings of Friends brought in this year from England 
and Wales, being principally for tithes and church-rates so 
called, amount to two thousand seven hundred and seventeen 
pounds and upwards ; and those from Ireland, to one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-three pounds and upwards. Two 
Friends, who have been a long time prisoners, in consequence 
of excommunications from the Ecclesiastical Courts, still suffer 
under that oppression ; from which we yet humbly hope, that a 
just and legal enlargement of true Protestant liberty, may, in 
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the Lord's due time^ extend to the perfecting of oar deliverance. 
There are also two other Friends prisoners for tithes^ by pro* 
cesses against them in the Court of Exchequer. 

Dear Friends, 

When we call to remembrance the fervent seal, fiiith, and 
constancy of our worthy dders and predecessors in the truth, 
who, through manifold sufferings, were enabled to bear a feithful 
testimony to the purity and spirituality of the gospel dispen- 
sation, an earnest desire is raised in us, that we, who succeed 
them in the same profession, may be excited to follow their 
example : in order whereunto, we recommend to eveiy particular 
member of our Society, a strict and serious self-examination, 
whether we are really concerned for the glory of Grod, and the 
honour of his name ? Are our hearts united unto him, and one 
unto another ? Do we live answerably to the principles of our 
profession ? Do we walk as becometh the followers of Christ ? 
Do we not depart from the testimonies of truth, or the known 
doctrines of his gospel, through fear of penalties enacted by 
human laws ? Do we in our conversation among men, live in 
the practice of Christian humility and self-denial ? Doth our 
light so shine before men, that others, seeing our good works, 
may glorify our Father which is in heaven ? (Matt. v. 16.) Upon 
such an impartial inquiry into ourselves, let fevery particular of 
us hearken and '' hear what God the Lord will i^ak : for he 
will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints, but let them 
not turn again to folly .^' (Psalm Ixxxv. 8.) But if, upon such 
a solemn search, any of us shall find that we have declined from 
the testimonies borne by our faithful predecessors; that we 
have gone astray, and been too remiss in our conduct and con- * 
versation ; that we have been too conformable to the customs 
and manners of the world, and have not walked according to 
the plainness and purity of our profession : let us humble our- 
selves before the Lord, and turn unto him with all our hearts, 
who is long suffering and gracious, and delighteth in mercy ; 
who reconcileth the penitent, healeth their backslidings, is the 
repairer of breaches, and the restorer of paths to walk in. (Isa, 
Iviii. 12.) Such an holy care and watchfulness in every par- 
ticular over himself, will be greatly Conducive to a general love 
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and unity^ to the confirming and str^igthening our church- 
fellowship and communion^ and to the making us one another's 
joy in the Lord. 

And as; in our epistle of th§ last jeajr, we were concerned to 
recommend to Monthly Meetings the appointment of solid and 
judicious Friends to visit the families of theii brethren in 
Christian love, and therein to inform, admonish, and advise, as 
occasion may be ; we again beseech you, let the tender advice 
of such as shall undertake so brotherly an office, meet with a 
kind and friendly reception ; that in the mutual giving and re- 
ceiving of wholesome counsel and advice, you may co-operate 
to the help and furtherance of each other''s faith, the reviving 
of our ancient testimonies, and establishing the church on its 
first and fixed foundation. 

And, dearly beloved friends, as we become thus united to 
God, and one unto another, we shall experience the attracting 
power and force of divine love, drawing and strongly inclining 
our hearts to a constant attendance at the appointed times and 
places for the public worship of God, who is love, and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in him. (1 John iv* 16.) This 
divine love induced our worthy elders to maintain their religious 
assemblies with an invincible constancy ; for they, following the 
call of Christ, their heavenly shepherd, resorted earnestly to 
those places of feeding, where he ministered food to the hungry, 
and waters of life to those that were athirst ; and filled with 
the consolations of his Spirit the souls of those who waited 
upon him in sincerity and truth. The same spiritual comforts 
and advantages are to this day measurably enjoyed by those, 
who with the like ardent desires, and earnest breathings of soul, 
are humbly waiting to receive them. Let us therefore, brethren, 
as many of us as have been remiss in this great and necessary 
duty of religiously assembling together, be excited to double 
our diligence for the time to come, and with an holy awe and 
reverence bow before the Lord, and draw near unto the throne 
of his grace, '' that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need/' (Heb. iv. 16.) 

And, dear friends, as to your conversation among men, "that 
ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without 
rebuke,*' (Phil. ii. 15,) we recommend you to the light of Christ 
in your own hearts, and to the precepts of his Holy Spirit^ 
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delivered through the inspired penmen of the Holy Scriptures. 
As you shall yield obedience to these divine and heavenly 
dictates, you will be made " wise unto salvation," (2 Tim. iii. 
15,) and perfectly instructed to .discharge the duties of your 
several stations. By these you wiQ be taught the rules of tem- 
perance and sobriety, and to ''let your moderation be known 
unto all men." (Phil. iv. 5.) By these you will be directed to 
" walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the 
time." (Col. iv. 5,) These will teach you, as much as in you 
lieth, to live peaceably with all men. (Bom. xii. 18.) These 
will instruct husbands to love their wives, and wives to reverence 
their husbands : (Eph. v. 33,) parents to bring up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and children to 
obey their parents : (Eph. vi 1, 4,) masters to give unto their 
servants that which is just and equal, and servants to obey their 
masters, and count them worthy of all hoil6ur : (Col. iv. 1 ; 
1 Tim. vi. 1,) subjects to submit to principalities and powers; 
and magistrates to be just, ruling in the fear of Grod. (Tit. iii. 
1 ; 2 Sam. xxiii.) The same divine instructions will direct you 
as church members : The elders to feed the flock, taking the 
oversight thereof; not by constraint, but willingly; not for 
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as being lords over 
Ood^s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock : and the 
younger to submit themselves unto the elder ; yea, all of you 
to be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility. 
(1 Pet. V. 5.) 

And, dear friends, we think it highly necessary to renew with 
earnestness the former advices of this meeting, that all Friends 
do with the utmost care guard against a practice of talebearing 
and private slander against persons and families, as being con- 
trary to the spirit of Christianity, and highly dishonourable 
among men. 

We also think proper at this time to revive the exhortation 
given in our Yearly Meeting epistle of 1727, viz. — 

" We earnestly desire all Friends to be very careful not to run 
into larger trading and business than their capacities and abilities 
can well answer. And if, through adverse accidents, any should 
fail in paying their just debts, and should, after his or her com- 
position with his or her creditors, be so far blessed and prospered 
m their affairs, as to be capable of paying their deficiencies ; it 
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is the earnest desire and advice of this meetings that they do 
not omit the same ; but that they discharge a good conscience 
therein ; the obligations of which are of equal force^ whether 
enjoined by human laws or not/^ 

Finally, brethren, let us be all " of one mind, having compas- 
sion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous/' 
(1 Pet. iii. 8.) Labour most affectionately to recover and restore 
all such as have erred and gone astray, that they may now return 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. And let us all, 
with humble and grateful hearts, unite in offering up a sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord our God ; to whom, for 
the multitude of his mercies, and plenteous redemption in Christ 
Jesus our Lord and Saviour, through the guidance and influence 
of his Holy Spirit, be glory and honour, dominion and praise 
ascribed, now and for ever. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

William Fowler, 
Clerk of the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1753. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From th« 11th of the Sixth Month, 1753, to the 16th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

Under a renewed sense and comfortable experience of the 
gracious and refreshing influences of that divine and heavenly 
principle of light and life, wherein the members of the true 
church or body of Christ, however dispersed here on earth, stand 
joined and cemented in the unity of the Spirit, through faith 
and obedience unto Him, their Holy Head, guide, and leader 
into all truth, we most tenderly and affectionately salute you. 

It behoveth us, in the depth of humility and reverence, to 
consider and remind one another of the merciful dealings of the 
Lord our God, who, in the aboundings of his grace, hath called 
us out of this present ^vil world, to bear among the children of 
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men a public profession of our faitk in, and subjection to, the 
light and Spirit of His Son, our Saviour, inwardly revealed. 
An holy and honourable caUing! Let us, we beseech you, 
brethren, walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called : 
As obedient children, not fashioning ourselves according to the 
former lusts in our ignorance ; but, as he that hath called us is 
holy, so let us be holy in all manner of conversation. (1 Pet. i. 
14, 15.) 

The various affairs and concerns of the churches, which have 
been laid before this our assembly, have been considered and 
concluded in a spirit of brotherly love and Christian condescen- 
sion ; in the exercise whereof, through the prevailing power and 
efficacy of pure love, every thing centres in agreeable calmness 
and serenity. 

By accounts brought from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, Rhode-Island for New-England, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, New- York, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, 
and Tortola, we understand, that there is, in many places, an 
openness to hear the testimony of truth, and that many are 
convinced of our principles, so as to join with us in the public 
profession of the same. Our earnest desire and necessary caution, 
is, that we may conduct ourselves with the utmost care and 
circumspection, that no offence or occasion of stumbling be 
given to religious inquirers, but that our light may so shine 
before men, that they may see our good works, and glorify our 
Father which is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16.) 

The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales, being principally for tithes and those called 
church-rates, is three thousand and thirty pounds and upwards ; 
and those from Ireland, one thousand five hundred and ninety- 
one pounds and upwards. The two Friends formerly mentioned, 
who have been long imprisoned on excommunications, still 
remain sufferers under the oppression of the Ecclesiastical 
Courts ; from the unnecessary severity of which, many faithful 
subjects of this Protestant government continue to hope for 
deliverance. There are also two other Friends in prison, where 
they have been near four years, by Exchequer process for tithes; 
against which antichristian yoke of bondage we earnestly advise 
you to stand fast in that liberty wherewith Christ hath made 



1753.] YEARLY MEETING. • 283 

you free, and to maintain your testimony, in this respect, with 
that fortitude and meekness which ever accompany and support 
faithful and conscientious sufferers in such a righteous and 
Christiazi cause. 

I>£A£ FSIENBS, 

It is matter of exceeding grief and concern to many of the 
faithful among us, to observe how hx that exemplary plarnness 
of habit, speech, and deportment, which distinguished our fore« 
fathers, and for whidi they patiently underwent the r^roach 
and contradiction of sinners, are now departed from by too 
many under our name, and who frequent our religious assemblies* 
A declension from the simplicity of truth herein hath been, and 
we fear is, attended with pernicious consequences, in opening: 
the way of some, the more easily and unobserved, to attend the 
places of public resort for the exercise of sports, plays, and other 
hurtful and destructive diversions of the age, from which truth 
taught our faithful elders, and still teaches us, wholly to refrain. 
And indeed the Christian gravity of their lives and actions always 
carried with it a severe reproof and manifest opposition to the 
wantonness and levity of such dangerous and sinful pastimes : 
wherefore we beseech you, be not deceived nor led aside by false 
notions of imaginary pleasures, to partake of the unfruitful 
works of darkness : but ^' watch and be sober /' and, as be- 
eometh children of the light and of the day, '* abstain from all 
appearance of evil.*' (1 Thess. v. 6, 22.) 

It is with a degree of comfort and satisfaction that we observe: 
in divers places a commendable zeal and fervency in some, to 
cleanse the church from pollutions, to restore the discipline 
thereof where decayed or disused, to assist and bring back the 
scattered and dispersed of the flock, and to recover those who 
have gone astray, and declined from the testimony of truth and 
footsteps of the faithful ; of which declensipn too many instance 
appear among us. We cannot but earnestly desire, that the 
truly concerned in a work of so great importance, may meet 
with a reception answerable to the charity of their endeavours 
therein: wherefore we intreat Friends, in their several and 
respective Monthly Meeting, to assist and encourage such of 
their members as they apprehend to be rightly concerned in, 
and gifted and qualified for, so useful and eminent a service. 
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men a public profession of oar faith in^ and snbjecticm to, the 
light and Spirit of His Son^ our Sayioor^ inwardlj rerealed. 
An holy and honourable calling! Let ns^ we beseech jron^ 
brethren, walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called : 
As obedient children, not fashioning onrselyes according to the 
former Insts in oar ignorance ; but^ as he that hath called as is 
holy, so let as be holy in all manner of conversation. (1 Pet. i. 
14, 15.) 

The Tarioas affairs and concerns of the charches^ which have 
been laid before this our assembly, have been considered and 
condaded in a spirit of brotherly love and Christian condescen- 
sion ; in the exercise whereof, throngh the prevailing power and 
efficacy of pare love, every thing centres in agreeable calmness 
and serenity. 

By accounts brought from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England^ and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland^ 
Holland^ Rhode-Island for New-England, Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, New- York, Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, 
and Tortola, we understand, that there is, in many places, an 
openness to hear the testimony of truth, and that many are 
convinced of our principles, so as to join with us in the public 
profession of the same. Our earnest desire and necessary caution 
is, that we may conduct ourselves with the utmost care and 
circumspection, that no offence or occasion of stumbling be 
given to religious inquirers, but that our light may so shine 
before men, that they may see our good works, and glorify our 
Father which is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16.) 

The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales, being principally for tithes and those called 
church-rates, is three thousand and thirty pounds and upwards ; 
and those from Ireland, one thousand five hundred and ninety- 
one pounds and upwards. The two Friends formerly mentioned, 
who have been long imprisoned on excommunications, still 
remain sufferers under the oppression of the Ecclesiastical 
Courts ; from the unnecessary severity of which, many faithful 
subjects of this Protestant government continue to hope for 
deliverance. There are also two other Friends in prison, where 
they have been near four years, by Exchequer process for tithes ; 
against which antichristian yoke of bondage we earnestly advise 
you to stand fast in that liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
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you free, and to maintain your testimony, in this respect, with 
that fortitude and meekness which erer accompany and support 
faithful and conscientious sufferers in such a righteous and 
ChristiazL cause. 

Deab, Fbiends, 

It is matter of exceeding grief and concern to many of the 
faithful among us, to observe how £eur that exemplary plainness 
of habit, speech, and deportment, which distinguished oar tore-* 
fathers, and for which they patiently underwent the reproach 
and contradiction of sinners, are now departed from by too 
many under our name, and who frequent our religious assemblies* 
A declension from the simplicity of truth herein hath been, and 
we fear is, attended with pernicious consequences, in opening: 
the way of some, the more easily and unobserved, to attend the 
places of public resort for the exercise of sports, plays, and other 
hurtful and destructive diversions of the age, from which truth 
taught our faithAil elders, and still teaches us, wholly to refrain. 
And indeed the Christian gravity of their lives and actions always 
carried with it a severe reproof and manifest opposition to the 
wantonness and levity of such dangerous and sinful pastimes : 
wherefore we beseech you, be not deceived nor led aside by false 
notions of imaginary pleasures, to partake of the unfruitful 
works of darkness : but " watch and be sober ;" and, as be*^ 
cometh children of the light and of the day, ^' abstain from all 
appearance of evil.*' (1 Thess. v. 6, 22.) 

It is with a degree of comfort and satisfaction that we observe 
in divers places a commendable zeal and fervency in some, to 
cleanse the church from pollutions, to restore the discipline 
thereof where decayed or disused, to assist and bring back the 
scattered and dispersed of the flock, and to recover those who 
have gone astray, and declined from the testimony of truth and 
footsteps of the faithfril ; of which declensipn too many instances 
appear among us. We cannot but earnestly desire, that the 
truly concerned in a work of so great importance, may meet 
with a reception answerable to the charity of their endeavours 
therein : wherefore we intreat Friends, in their several and 
respective Monthly Meeting, to assist and encourage such of 
their members as they apprehend to be rightly concerned in, 
and gifted and qualified for, so useful and eminent a service. 
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And, dear friends, although the labours of such as are called 
forth bj the Spirit of Christ, and instructed thereby rightly to 
divide the word of truth, are highly serviceable in the church, 
and the feet of those who publish the glad tidings of salvation 
exceeding beautiful ; yet the aim and design of every true gospel 
minister, is to direct the minds of all to the Divine teachings of 
the Holy Spirit, and to wait upon, and have their whole trust 
and expectation on the Lord alone. And as the religious 
strength and communion both of preachers and hearers, consist 
in their imited dependence on the power and Spirit of Christ, 
their guide and leader; so where any part of that dependence 
is broken off from him, the Holy Head, and placed on any 
instrument or member of the body, it hath been sometimes ex- 
perienced to become a weight or burden on such instrument, 
and a real impediment to its present service. Wherefore, 
brethren, we beseech you, that in all your assemblies for the 
worship of God, your eye be single unto Him, your expectation 
fixed on* Him alone, and your ffdth standing in his power and 
Spirit, that you may grow and be established therein, and may 
be made one another's strength in the Lord. 

We also esteem it our duty to remind Friends everywhere, 
that they be careful and exact in performing their contracts, 
words, and promises ; that so the reputation and credit of our 
society, which our worthy elders obtained amongst men, by 
their care and circumspection in those respects, may be con-^ 
tinned. To which end we advise you, as we have often done, to 
avoid an inordinate pursuit after riches, and not to launch into 
trade or business above your abilities, so as to subject the honour 
of your religious profession to the uncertainty of worldly con- 
tingencies ; but be ye frugal and industrious, ever mindful of 
the observation of the apostle, that *^ godliness with content- 
ment is great gain;^' (1 Tim. vi. 6,) and having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content. Strictly regarding the 
advice of the beloved disciple, '^ Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world.^' Which he enforces by this 
remark, " If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him.'' (1 John ii. 15.) 

And as it behoveth us, as obedient subjects, religiously to 
observe the close connection of those excellent precepts, " Fear 
God; Honour the King;" (1 Peter ii. 17,) so let us be mindful 
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not to defraud the king of any of his castoms^ duties^ or excise^ 
nor to deal in goods suspected to be run ; nor in anywise to be 
concerned, for private gain, in any manner of trade prohibited 
by law. 

And let us, in an especial manner, beware, lest any of us, 
under the present blessings of outward ease and liberty in 
religion, be found using that liberty for a cloak of licentiousness ; 
and, instead of serving God, serve ourselves and our own vicious 
inclinations. It were certainly a most lamentable abuse of the 
goodness of God, thus to pervert his mercies to the corruption 
of our manners : let us therefore earnestly watch and pray that 
we may be always preserved from such ingratitude. 

And, dear brethren, as many of you as are parents of children, 
and have experienced the work of truth in yourselves, cannot 
but have strong and ardent desires for the welfare of your off- 
spring, not only that they may inherit your temporal estates, 
and outward enjoyments, but above all, that they may come, 
with you, to be made partakers of the word of life, and the 
glorious hope of a blessed immortality : in order whereunto our 
advice is, that you be careful to bring them up in the practice 
of a diligent and constant attendance of religious meetings, 
instructing them to wait upon God when there, for the guidance 
and influence of his Holy Spirit, the only unerring teacher and 
leader into all truth. We also recommend unto you the practice 
of retiring to wait upon the Lord in and with your own families ; 
wherein, as your minds are rightly exercised, you may find 
yourselves qualified to administer such advice and counsel to 
them, as may conduce to the building up and establishing them 
in the' most holy faith ; which, working by love, purifieth the 
heart, and cleanseth from all unrighteousness. We also ten- 
derly^ advise you to bring up your children and families in the 
frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures; and to use your 
utmost endeavours to prevent their having and reading such 
books as tend to profaneness and irreligion, and to alienate their 
minds from the love of God, and obedience to his requirings. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. '^Walk in the Spirit, and ye 
shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.'^ Dwell in love, '' and the 
God of love and peace shall be with you */' to whom, for the 
multitude of his mercies vouchsafed to his church and people. 
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through JesoB Christ our Lord, be all g\orj, honour, praise, and 
thauksgiviug rendered and ascribed, now, henceforth, and for 
e¥er. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

WlLUAM DiLIiJfOETH, 

Clerk to the meeting thk year. 
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Fj&om iME Yearly Mmtting, held in London, by Ad/oubnwbnts, 

From the 3rd of the Sixth Month, 1754, to the lOtli of the same, 

induslYe. 

To the Quarter^ and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Biiiain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Feiends and Brethren, 

' In the love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and under 
a renewed sense of the continuance of the presence of the Lord 
our God, the alone giver of life, and the strength, support, and 
stability of his church and people, we tenderly salute you; 
earnestly exhorting, that in all our religious asse&blies appointed 
for the worship of God, who is a Spirit, our approaches before 
Him may be in tihe depth of humility, and with an awfid 
reverence of soul, having our entire dependence and expectation 
on Him^ and on the influences of his Holy Spirit, the Comlbrter, 
fountaijsL, BBd weli-spring of aU spiritual consolation, and the 
preparer and qualifi^ of his people to receive the same, l^ sub- 
j^cting their spirits to the obedience of Christ ; enabling them, 
through the assistance of divine grace, to purge themselves from 
all filthiness both " of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
feaar of God.^^ (2 Cor. vii. 1.) Wberrfcare brethren, let «very 
individual of us, who make profession of the blessed truth, 
above all things bewaare, that we " have no fellowdiip with the 
unfruitiid woi^s of darkjoess /' (E{di6s. v. ] 1,) knowing assuredly 
that the Holy Spirit of discipline abhors all manner of wicked- 
ness and impurity, and will not abide when unrighteousness 
cometh in, nor dwell in the body that is subjeet unto sin. 
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(Wisd. i. 4, 5.) Let the spirit of Christ bear rule in your hearts^ 
and your lives and conversations will be regulated thereby, to 
the praise and glory of his name, who is worthy for ever. Amen^ 

Thus the real and substantial enjoyment of peace increasing 
iti proportion to your progress in obedience, your assemblies for 
the worship of Almighty God will become your chiefest joy ; 
and your own taste and experience of the consolations therein 
received, will attract you to those places of spiritual feeding and 
refreshment, with an earnestness of desire, even superior to that 
of a natural man, when, being hungry, he resorts to the place of 
receiving his daily bread. As you attain this excellent disposition 
of mind, you will rather come before than after the appointed 
time of assembling, and render the repetition of the wholesome 
advices, often given on that account, less necessaiy in time to 
come. 

And, dear fnends, it is with much comfort and satisfaction 
we have to acquaint you, that in the course of considering and 
determining a variety of weighty affairs laid before this meeting, 
the whole hath been conducted in that spirit of love, meekness, 
and condescension, which should ever preside over all the 
members of the true church of Christ, among whom cont^tttibn, 
envy, strife, wrath, and discord, ought not to exist. 

By the accounts we have received from the several Qnaa*terly 
Meetings in England, and by Epistles from Wales, North 
Britain, Holland, Rhode-Island, and New-England, Long-Isknd 
for New- York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, South Carolina, 
Barbadoes, and Tortola, we are informed of the state of our 
friends in general j and that many people have an ear open to 
hsear the testimony of truth : whence we have grounii to hope, 
that the seed sown in many places, may, in some of them, produce 
fruit to the praise of Him who is the Lord of ihe harvest ; and 
who, according to his good pleasure, sendeth forth labourers 
into his vineyard, and whose blessing alone can give the increase. 
Some convincement hath also appeared since last year. 

The accounts of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales, amount to two thousand nine hundred 
ninety-seven pounds and upwards; and from Irelaaiid, fifteen 
hundred pounds and upwards ; being chiefly for tithes, and those 
called church-rates ; against both of which fedthfiil Friends were^ 
and still are, concerned to maintain their Christian testimony. 
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And it is with much grief we observe the manifest declension 
of too many, professing among us, from the testimony of our 
ancients against that antichristian yoke of tithes ; wherefore a 
concern hath been upon Friends to reprint and disperse a new 
edition of a book, intituled ''The Great Case of Tithes/' 
formerly written by Anthony Pearson ; to which are also an- 
nexed several other substantial reasons and arguments against 
the payment of them, tending to enlighten the judgments, and 
to regulate the sentiments of those, who, either through mis- 
understanding, or want of better information, may have been 
turned aside, or misled, in this respect : which book we desire 
may be spread among Friends through your several Monthly 
Meetings, for the general use and service of your respective 
members. And, dear iiiends, if any shall yet persist in a 
practice contrary to our known testimony, or forsake the assem- 
bling themselves together for the worship of God, we apprehend 
such are not properly qualified to be employed by you in the 
service of the church, nor fit instruments for the carrying on 
the concerns thereof. 

Of the four persons, whom we mentioned in the last year's 
epistle, to have been then prisoners, one, who had long lain 
under sentence of excommunication, is since discharged; and 
we have no account of any Friend committed to prison since 
last year. 

And, dear friends, when we observe the undue liberties and 
disorderly practices of too many under our profession, and 
especially of the younger sort of people, we can do no less than 
caution all parents and heads of families, who have themselves 
in any measure experienced the cleansing virtue of the good 
Word of God, and of the powers of the world to come to purify 
their own hearts, and preserve them from the evils which abound 
among mankind ; to be peculiarly careftil of their own conduct, 
that they may, by example, as well as precept, excite and 
encourage their children and families to walk in the ways of 
truth and holiness, and to follow them as they follow Christ ; 
that they be frequently concerned to seek the Lord on behalf of 
their offspring and families, that they may come to know the 
God of their fathers to be their God, and be enabled to continue 
stedfast in their testimony for him, become instrumental in his 
hand to celebrate the praises of his holy name, and to magnify 
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and exalt the power and efficacy of his truth from one genera- 
tion to another. 

And, dear friends^ we tenderly exhort and beseech you, that 
you look well to your own selves, and watch over your own 
spirits, lest any of you lose that sense of life which you have 
formerly witnessed, and become slack and remiss in performing 
the duties you owe to your children and families, of frequently 
calling them together, and waiting upon God with them, that 
you may know your spirits tendered, and engaged in love to 
administer unto them proper advices respecting their duties to 
God, to you, one towards another, and to the world in general. 
As this holy care shall rest upon you, your lives and conversa- 
tions will shine before men, and your sobriety, justice, modera- 
tion, and integrity will effectuaUy recommend the testimonies 
you are called to maintain. 

We further find ourselves, dearly beloved brethren, earnestly 
concerned to remind you of another token of degeneracy too 
visible among us ; viz. A negligence of attending our appointed 
meetings for worship, both on the First-days and other days of 
the week. A neglect which calls for seasonable reproof, and a 
pressing exhortation, that a religious concern of attending all 
your meetings, and especially of your week-day meetings, may 
grow, increase, and become more general : this we recommend 
as the proper means of renewing your strength, and as suitable 
opportunities of abstracting your thoughts from the hurries and 
incumbrances of worldly affairs, and of habituating your minds 
to a serious meditation on heavenly things. And, dear friends, 
let not the smallness of your numbers discourage you from 
constantly attending those meetings, inasmuch as the words of 
Christ remain unchangeably true and stedfast, " Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them." (Matt, xviii. 20.) And as your affections come 
to be set on things that are above, your delight will be in 
frequent retirement from the world, its trade and concerns, and 
your chiefest care will be to lay up treasure in heaven, secure 
from the reach of corruption and disappointment; and then, 
where your treasure is, there will your hearts be also ; but, on 
the contrary, it hath been justly observed, that where remissness 
and neglect of attending meetings for worship hath prevailed, 
it hath been too often an inlet to further declension, and an 

u 
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introduoer of saeh otber iiiidae libortieB as truth and its gnidanoe 
do by no means admit of. 

And further^ bretliren^ we caution yon against resorting to 
places of public diversions^ unnecessary frequenting of taverns 
and alehouses, and mixing yourselves in such company and con- 
versation^ as hath a manifest tendency to corrupt your hearts, 
and draw them aside from that steady and religious concern, and 
rererent awe, which continually dwell upon the minds of true 
Christians. We also especially warn you to beware of the too 
frequent use of spirituous liquors, and intemperance of every 
kind; but let your behaviour and conduct in all respects be 
such, as that your moderation may be known unto all men. 
(PhU. iv. 5.) 

And, dear friends, abide in humility, let neither the apparel 
of your persons, nor the furniture of your houses, carry with 
them any appearance of contradiction to the plainness of your 
profession ; but let such of you as are blessed with the affluence 
of outward things, freely and liberally administer of your 
abundance, to the relief and assistance of your brethren who 
stand in need, that you may be '^ rich in good works,^^ discharge 
your stewardship with fidelity, and lay up in store for yourselves 
"a good foundation against the time to come." (1 Tim. vi. 
18,19.) 

But, we beseech you, brethren, stand upon your guard against 
the love of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches; the nature 
of which is to choke the good seed, and to render men unfruitful. 
An eager pursuit after the grandeur of this world, is a certain 
token of earthly mindedness; and those who mind earthly 
things, are represented by the apostle Paul as '' enemies of the 
cross of Christ.'^ The beloved disciple of our Lord also expressly 
assures us, that ''if any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.'' (1 John ii. 15.) A resolution to be rich hath 
destroyed many. '' They that will be rich,'' saith the apostle, 
** fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 
For the love of money is the root of all evil ; which while some 
have coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows." (1 Tim, vi. 9, 10.) 
This hath been verified in the ruinous consequences of an 
earthly ambitious spirit, pushing men forward in the pursuit of 
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greatness^ upon hazardous attempts^ which have too often issued 
in the fall and ruin of themselves and families^ the reproach of 
the society, and great loss to others ; some of whom, probably, 
have placed the more confidence in them for the sake of their 
profession of self-denial, which, had they really practised, would 
have prevented the fatal efiects of their covetous and ambitious 
undertakings. Wherefore we intreat Friends, in their Monthly 
Meetings everywhere, to be properly watchful one over another, 
and early to caution all against running beyond their depth, and 
entangling themselves! in a greater multiplicity of trade and 
business than they can extricate themselves from with honour 
and reputation. And, where any shall proceed in opposition to 
such advice and counsel of their brethren, let them in due time 
be dealt with according to former advices of this meeting. 

And, dear brethren, as the accounts we yearly receive of the 
removal hence of many of our faithful friends are fresh memorials 
to us, that the time of our pilgrimage in this world is also of a 
short continuance, and very uncertain, it behoveth us to ^^ pass 
the time of our sojourning here in fear/' (i Pet. i. 17,) for to 
every one of us the saying of the apostle is justly applicable, — the 
^' end of all things is at hand ,* be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer." (1 Pet. v. 7.) Let us humble ourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, and, in a deep and lowly sense of our 
own frailties and infirmities, ever retain in remembrance that 
'^ all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
the grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away ; but the word of the Lord endureth for ever.'' (1 Pet. i. 
24, 25.) 

Now, unto the Lord our God, for the continuance of his 
gracious visitation unto us, his poor, weak, and unworthy crea- 
tures, let us, in a deep and reverent sense of his unspeakable 
mercy and goodness, unite with humble and grateful hearts in 
ascribing glory, thanksgiving and praise, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

In brotherly love we again tenderly salute you, and heartily 
bid you farewell. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Jeremiah Waring, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 

u2 
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EPISTLE, 1755. 
Fbom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 19th of the Fifth Month, 1755, to the 24th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deab and well-beloved Feiends and Beetheen, 

We greet you in Christian love, the bond of Church com- 
munion, wherein every living member of the body or church of 
Christ stands united unto Him, its Holy Head, and hath fellow- 
ship with Him, and one with another : which fellowship, or 
church communion, is excellently represented by the apostle 
Paul under the similitude of a natural body, when he says, as 
'' we have many members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office ; so we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another." (Rom. xii. 4, 5.) 

Wherefore, brethren, we beseech you, as members of one 
body, " let brotherly love continue ;" and in the exercise thereof, 
without dissimulation, let every one, according to the gift given 
him of God, and the proportion of faith received, be found in 
his proper office in the church of Christ, following " after the 
things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify one another." (Bom. xiv. 19.) 

Thus abiding in love, and coming up in our several places 
and stations, we may be made instrumental in the hand of God 
for the propagation of his truth on the earth, and, by an exem- 
plary life and conversation, may manifest ourselves to be, in 
deed and in truth, " the children of light, and the children of 
the day :" in order whereunto, we recommend you to a state of 
continual watchfulness. 

Let us, we earnestly intreat you, brethren, under the present 
circumstances of outward ease and liberty in matters of religion, 
which God in his mercy hath influenced the king and parliament 
to continue to these nations, beware of indulging ourselves, and 
of sitting down at rest, or falling asleep, in a state of indolence 
and carnal security ; but let us rather consider this day of out- 
ward freedom and tranquillity as a day of imminent danger. 
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wherein our *' adversary the devil/^ restrained from devouring, 
*' as a roaring lion/^ is incessantly exercising his wiles and sub- 
tlety as a serpent, to beguile and seduce us into a lukewarm 
and indifferent condition in matters of religion, and a supineness 
and negligence in that great and most important concern of 
our soul^s salvation. 

The numerous snares of this subtle enemy being adapted to 
every age and circumstance of human life, make it every man^s 
indispensible duty to be always upon his guard ; let us therefore 
continually keep in mind the precept of our Saviour, '^ Watch 
and pray that ye enter not into temptation.'^ (Matt. xxvi. 41.) 

In this dangerous state of temptation we exhort you, brethren, 
above all things, to give attention to, and have your dependence 
on, the Spirit of Christ, the Word of divine wisdom, the uni- 
versal teacher, the only searcher of every secret thought, and 
discemer of the intents of the heart. 

As you come up in faithful obedience to the requirings of this 
inward and immediate teacher in yourselves, you cannot fail of 
having a due regard to the exhortations and advices of those, 
whom the same spirit shall excite in love to minister unto you. 
Such as these you will have in esteem, and regard as co-workers 
with that universal grace and good Spirit of God, to the secret 
dictates of which in your own hearts, you experience their testi- 
monies to be correspondent. 

And, dear brethren, as at other times, so now again, in 
much affection, we exhort you often to retire inwardly, in great 
humility of mind, and self-abasement, to the Lord our God, the 
Father and fountain of all our mercies, who gives strength to 
his poor depending children, that have no power nor might of 
their own. 

And, dear friends, be mindful to attend your religious meetings 
at the times appointed, and labour diligently to have your minds 
gathered to the gift of divine grace in your own hearts, that so 
you may witness a profiting by your coming together. Where- 
fore assemble yourselves in fear, and hold your meetings in 
an awful, humble, and reverent frame of spirit, considering 
yourselves as under the inspection of his all-seeing eye, who 
penetrates into the inmost recesses of men's hearts, ^d from 
whom nothing can be hid. 

Thus shall the offerings of broken hearts and contrite spirits, 
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in your solemn assemblies, ascend as sweet incense^ acceptable 
to the Lord, who continueth to show of his salvation to all such 
as are devoted in soul to follow him faithfully in his holy 
requirings. But, brethren, let us beware, lest, like the ungrateful 
and degenerate Jews of old, our offerings, through disobedience 
and insincerity, become unsavoury, and rejected of Him, who is 
of '' purer eyes than to behold evil,^' and who cannot " look on 
iniquity'^ with approbation. 

And, dear friends, as such a solid concern and reverent awe 
shall prevail upon and influence your spirits in religious meetings, 
you will experience the meditations of your hearts so far exer- 
cised, and fixed on things of a spiritual nature, as that, on your 
departure thence, you will not be easily nor presently drawn 
aside into any conversation about earthly and temporal afhirs ; 
which, to a soul thus rightly concerned and influenced, will, at 
such a time, comparatively, appear altogether trifling and insig- 
nificant. 

Moreover, brethren, we beseech you, in your ordinary conver- 
sation among men, let your words be few and savoury, and 
observe the precept of the apostle, '^ Let no corrupt communis 
eation proceed out of your mouth ;" so may your good example, 
and the gravity and circumspection of your conduct and be- 
haviour, minister matter of just rebuke to those who know not 
a bridle to their tongues, and who seem not sufficiently aware, 
that, '^in the multitude of words, there wanteth not sin/' 
(Prov. X. 19.) 

And the youth amongst us, we, in tender love, exhort to bear 
the yoke of Christ, and to submit to his cross ; by which they 
may come to witness a crucifying of ''the flesh, with the 
affections and lusts'^ thereof; and may experience, through the 
effectual operations of his Spirit, the blood of Christ, to purge 
their " conscience from dead works to serve the living God.'' 
(Heb. ix. 14.) 

And, dearly beloved, we earnestly intreat such of you as are 
parents, weightily to consider the importance of the charge 
committed to your trusty respecting your offspring ; and that it 
is your incumbent duty to exert your utmost endeavours to 
" bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.'' 
(Ephes. vi. 4.) Your first and principal care, in regard to them, 
should be to instil into their tender minds the remembrance of 
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their Creator in the days of their youth ; in order whereto it 
behoveth you, with all earnestness of affection, early to instruct 
them, that " the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom f 
and to impart unto them such Christian experiences as you have 
had of the gracious dealings of the Lord towards you, in the 
course of your pilgrimage through the troubles and afflictions 
of this short and uticertain life ,- and that it is the blessing of 
Grod alone which maketh truly rich, and adds no sorrow with it. 
(Prov. X. 22.) 

This religious method of education was prescribed by Modes, 
the man of God, to the people of Israel, when he said, " These 
words which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart ; 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up/^ (Deut. vi. 6, 7.) 

And, dear friends, let those amongst you who have substance 
in this world, endeavour, while in health,. to dispose thereof^ 
and settle it in such manner as may best prevent strife, con- 
tentions, or lawsuits, after their decease. And let your bequests 
of outward riches to your posterity be accompanied with a due 
regard to that necessary apostolic caution, ^^ Charge them that 
are rich in this world, that they be not high minded, nor trust 
in uncertain riches ; but in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy/' (1 Tim. vi. 17.) 

But, brethren, beware of '' covetousness, which is idolatry .'* 
(Col. iii. 5.) An eager desire after riches hath ruined many, by 
pushing them in the pursuit of it upon dangerous attempts, 
which> when successful, bring at most but an earthly, fading, 
transitory, and corruptible enjoyment ; but, when unsuccessful, 
have been attended with the utter loss and ruin of many persons 
and their families ; the numerous instances of which, have been 
matter of exceeding grief and sorrow of heart to the truly 
religious and conscientious among us. 

And we likewise find a renewed concern upon our* minds to 
warn you, who have run into the corrupt customs^ and vain 
fsahions of the world, in speech, habit, behaviour, or fiirni- 
ture> to consider how inconsistent they are with the teachings 
oi that holy principle wherewith you have been visited, as weQ as 
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directly opposite to the teachings and conduct of those^ whom 
divine goodness was pleased to make instrumental to turn many 
of our ancestors out of the practice of these things^ into a life 
and behaviour agreeable to the doctrine and example of a 
crucified Saviour ; which plainness and self-denial is yet con- 
sistent with the religious principles of our Society^ and is often 
found to be the concern of the true and faithful ministers of 
this day to call to the observation of^ though too much over- 
looked and slighted by many. 

And you, who are parents^ or masters, be diligent in fre- 
quently reading the Holy Scriptures^ advising and exhorting 
your children and' servants to the same : and carefiilly keep 
them from reading corrupt and unprofitable books, which tend 
to alienate the mind from true religion, and from that humble 
and attentive waiting upon the principle of life and virtue, by 
which alone they can be established. 

Moreover, brethren, we think it needful to remind you of 
standing fast in your ancient and Christian testimony against 
the payment of tithes, and all other methods of contributing to 
the support of an hireling ministry, lest we be found in the 
practice of upholding those things which the testimony of truth 
led our worthy ancients through manifold sufferings to oppose. 

The accounts of Friends'* sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales, amount to two thousand nine hundred and 
seventy-five pounds and upwards; and those from Ireland to 
fifteen hundred and ninety pounds and upwards, making together 
above the sum of four thousand five hundred and sixty-five 
pounds ; which are mostly for tithes, and those called church- 
rates. It doth not appear that any Friend hath been committed 
to prison for his testimony since last year; nor are any of those, 
who were then under confinement, yet discharged. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, 
Ireland, Holland, Rhode-Island for New-England, Long-Island 
for New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, North and 
South Carolina, we are informed of the welfare of Friends in 
general, and that there is an openness yet subsisting among 
many others for hearing the testimony of truth declared ; from 
whence such of our Friends in the ministry as shall find a 
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necessity upon them of visiting those places^ have reasonable 
ground of hope that their labours therein may have some degree 
of service and success. 

We have great cause to be bowed in deep humility and grati- 
tude to the Lord our 6od^ the great master of all our religious 
assemblies^ for the continuance of his unspeakable mercy and 
goodness to us^ in that he hath, in a very eminent manner, 
overshadowed this our annual meeting with his life-giving 
presence and power, wherein the great name of our God hath 
been adored, and the weighty affairs of the church transacted 
in a spirit of true brotherly love and condescension. 

Finally, brethren. Live in love, ^' and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you;^' for, as the beloved disciple of our 
Lord assures us, ^^ God is love ; and he that dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God.^^ (1 John iv. 16.) To which only secure 
habitation of the church and people of God we recommend 
you ; ascribing to him, the Father of all our mercies, for his 
manifold blessings and favours, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereof He alone is 
worthy, now, henceforth, and for evermore. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Gurney, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1756. 



From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 7th of the Sixth Month, 1756, to the 12th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Cfreat BHtain^ Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In a reverent and thankful sense of the enjoyment of the love 
of God, which ever abideth with his church and people, uniting 
them to Christ their " head, from which all the body, by joints 
and bands, having nourishment i;ainist^red, and knit together^ 
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increaseth with the iiuavase of (rod/' (Colo*, u. 19,) we most 
tenderly and affectionately salute 70a ; with earnest desii^s and 
supplications to the Ood and Father of all our mercies, that we 
may be preserved in integrity of fidth, and dependence on Him 
alone, who is a never-failing protector of those who put their 
trust in Him ; a present help in every time of trouble, and an 
assured safeguard unto all who place their only hope oE retoge 
under the covert of his wing. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord our Grod, who, in this our 
annual assembly, hath mercifully vouchsafed to favour us with 
a participation of that peace, which our blessed Lord and Saviour 
not only gave for the consolation of his mournful disciples before 
his leaving the world ; but wherewith, according to his promise, 
he continueth even to this day, by his Holy Spirit, to refresh 
and comfort the panting souls of the weary and heavy laden ; 
to support the spirits of the meek and lowly in heart, under the 
pressures and afflictions wherewith he is pleased to prove their 
faith and patience, in their passage through this vale of tears ; 
to conduct them safely through the dangers, snares, and temp- 
tations of this present evil world ; to enable them to live to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, while here ; and, in the end, to 
receive them into his heavenly kingdom of everlasting rest and 
peace hereafter. 

By accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Virginia, Rhode-Island for New-England, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, New York, Amsterdam, and Tortola, and by the 
verbal relation of a Friend lately returned from his religious 
visit to America, we have comfortable accounts of an openness 
continuing in many places, to hear the testimony of truth de- 
clared ; which gives a reasonable ground of encouragement for 
such as are concerned to travel in the work of the ministry, to 
be faithful therein ; and to hope, that, in due time, their labours 
may be crowned with success. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
England and Wales, is two thousand seven hundred and sixty- 
six pounds and upwards ; and of those brought in from Ireland, 
one thousand three hundred and eighty-seven pounds and up- 
wards ; making together four thousand one hundred asid fifty- 
three pounds and upwards ; being principally for non-payment 
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of tithes and those called church-rates. The two Friends who 
were prisoners last year have been since discharged. 

AxlAj AeBX friends^ as we understand that in some places 
Friends are remiss in bringing in the accounts of their sufferings 
for tithes, and have reason to believe^ that^ in others^ some un^ 
faithfulness doth appear^ in regard to maintaining our ancient 
testimony against that anti-christian yoke ; we earnestly beseech 
and exhort those who are deficient in this important point, 
seriously to consider the doctrine of the New Testament herein^ 
and how contrary a forced maintenance is to the nature of the 
Oospel dispensation^ and to the express precept of our Saviour, 
'' Freely ye have received, freely give.^^ (Matt. x. 8.) 

And, dearly beloved, as the voice of the righteous judgments 
of God is an awakening voice, and as the prophet hath declared, 
that, when his '' judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness,*' (Isa. xxvi. 9 ;) let every one 
be thoroughly awakened to a deep and weighty consideration of 
their ways, and be seriously exercised in self-examination; atnd 
to assist in so necessary a work, we earnestly recommend the 
advices given in our epistle of the year 1752, viz. — ^ 

Deab, Friends, 

^' When we call to remembrance the fervent seal, faith and 
constancy of our worthy elders and predecessors in the truth, 
who, through manifold sufferings, were enabled to bear a faithful 
testimony to the purity and spirituality of the gospel dispensa- 
tion, an earnest desire is raised in us, that we, who succeed them 
in the same profession, may be excited to follow their example : in 
Qrder whereunto^ we recommend to every particular member of 
our society a strict and serious self-examination, whether w& are 
really concerned for the glory of God, and the honour of his 
name ? Are our hearts united unto Him, and one unto another f 
Do we live answerably to the principles of our profession? Do 
we walk as becometh the followers of Christ ? Do we not depart 
from the testimonies of truth, or the known doctrines of his 
gospel, through fear of penalties enacted by human laws ? Do 
we, in our conversation among men, live in the practice of 
Christian humility and self-denial? Doth our light so shine 
before men, that others, seeing our good works, may glorify our 
Father which is in heaven? (Matt. v. 16.) Upon such an 
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impartial inquiry into ourselves^ let every particular of us 
hearken and ' hear what God the Lord will speak ; for he will 
speak peace unto his people^ and to his saints ; but let them not 
turn again to folly/ (Psalm Ixxxv. 8.) But if, upon such a 
solemn search, any of us shall find that we have declined &om 
the testimonies borne by our faithful predecessors ; that we have 
gone astray, and been too remiss in our conduct and conversa- 
tion; that we have been too conformable to the customs and 
manners of the world, and have not walked according to the 
plainness and purity of our profession ; let us humble ourselves 
before the Lord, and turn unto Him with all our hearts, who 
is long-suffering and gracious, and delighteth in mercy ; who 
reconcileth the penitent, healeth their backslidings, is the 
repairer of the breach, and the restorer of paths to walk in. 
(Isa. Iviii. 12.) Such an holy care and watchfulness in every 
particular over himself, will be greatly conducive to a general 
love and unity, to the confirming and strengthening our church- 
fellowship and communion, and to the making us one another's 
joy in the Lord." 

And, dear friends, as our worthy elders clearly saw that 
gospel worship could not be limited to any set forms or times of 
man's appointment ; nor was their fear toward God " taught by 
the precept of men ;" so were they conscientiously concerned in 
a religious dissent from formal, ceremonious, and customary 
injunctions of that kind. A deviation from their example is 
cause of grief, as it seems plain unto us, that the practice of our 
elders was agreeable to the doctrine of the gospel, and to the 
practice and precepts of Christ and his apostles. Wherefore 
we beseech you, brethren, " let us hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering;''" (Heb. x. 23;) "for (saith the apostle) 
he that wavereth, is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind 
and tossed/' (James i. 6.) But let us, who are made partakers 
of Christ, " hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto 
the end.**" (Heb. iii. 14.) 

Let us, we earnestly beseech you, brethren, constantly dwell 
under a truly conscientious and religious concern, that, in all 
our dealings among men, we be strictly just and honest, and 
that the whole course of our conduct and conversation in this 
world may demonstrate, that we are indeed and in truth the 
sincere and humble followers and disciples of our Lord and 
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master Jesus Christ, who " sufifered for us, leaving us an example 
that we should follow his steps ; who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth ; who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again ; when he suffered, he threatened not ; but committed 
himself to Him that judgeth righteously." (1 Pet. ii. 21 — 23.) 
By thus following the great example of our Lord, in justice, 
meekness, and patience, we may most eflFectually demonstrate 
that we are in Him ; and, saith the apostle John, '^ He that 
saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also so to walk, even as 
He walked.^^ (1 John ii. 6.) 

" Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind : be sober, and 
hope to the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ, as obedient children, not 
fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 
ignorance ; but, as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation/^ (1 Peter i. 13 — 15.) 

As we profess to be of the flock of Christ, who saith, " My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me ;'' 
(John X. 27;) let us, therefore, by hearing his voice, and following 
his call, manifest to others the truth and sincerity of our pro- 
fession ; and that He is indeed our shepherd, who hath called 
us unto glory and virtue : He hath called us to deny ourselves ; 
to take up our cross, and follow Him. He teacheth us, that 
" denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world.**' (Titus ii. 12.) 

In order whereunto, we recommend you, with ourselves, to 
the leading and direction of his grace and good Spirit, which he 
hath given to *^ guide you into all truth.^' (John xvi. 13.) 

Blessed be his Holy Name, who, under the gracious guidance 
of his heavenly Spirit, hath enabled us to hold this our annual 
assembly in peace and tranquillity, and hath not suffered the 
evil spirit of strife, contention, and discord to have any admission 
or entrance thereinto. 

We conclude this epistle with the words of the apostle : " The 

God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 

Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you 

perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.^^ (1 Pet. v. 10, 11.) 

To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Pry, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1757. 

FitOM THE TeAELY MeETING, HELD IN LONDON, BY ADJOURNMENTS, 

From the 20th of the Fifth Month, 1757, to the 4th of the Sixth 

Month, indusive. 

Toihe Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Oreat Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

In the fellowship of the gospel of onr blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, we most tenderly and affectionately salute 
you; desiring that grace, mercy, and peace may be multiplied 
amongst the churches of Christ everywhere, to their mutual 
comfort nud edification. 

It is with humble and thankful hearts that we acknowledge 
the gracious regard of the Lord our God continued to his church 
and people, of which he has been mercifully pleased to give 
evident tokens in the course of this our solemn meeting, and 
whereby we have been enabled to transact the weighty affairs 
thereof in much brotherly love and condescension. 

By accounts brought in from the several Quarterly Meetings, 
and by Epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, 
Bhode-Island for New-England, Long-Island for New- York, 
Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North and 
South Carolina, and Tortola j as also by the verbal account of a 
Friend lately returned from a religious visit to the churches in 
America, we have received many comfortable relations of the 
prosperity of truth, through the renewal of our Heavenly Father's 
visitation, drawing the spirits of his people, of the rising genera^ 
tion especially, into an holy conformity to his blessed wiU. 
Some instances of convincement have lately appeared, and a 
disposition seems to prevail amongst persons of various pro- 
fessions in religion, to hear the testimony of truth declared. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year from England 
and Wales, amount to two thousand nine hundred and ninety- 
three pounds and upwards; and those from Ireland to one 
thousand seven hundred and ten pounds and upwards ; being 
mostly for tithes and church-rates so called. We tenderly 
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remind the present generation with what holy zeal and steady 
resolution our ancient brethren^ in order that they might pre- 
serve a conscience void of offence towards God^ maintained a 
faithful testimony^ even to the loss of their lives^ against anti- 
christian impositions. 

We observe^ with great satisfaction^ from the accounts 
received^ that Friends are generally careful not to defraud the 
king in any branch of his revenue^ nor to deal in goods clandes- 
tinely imported. We most earnestly exhort the same care may 
be continued with the utmost diligence^ and that Friends keep 
clear of purchasing any such goods^ either for sale or private use^ 
from motives of gratitude to the government^ and justice to our 
fellow subjects. For though we cannot^ for conscience sake^ 
actively comply with some things enjoined by human laws, yet 
the principles we profess, as well as the Holy Scriptures, require 
that we should '^ render to Caesar the things that are Csesar^s,^^ 
and be punctual in the payment of every tribute which we can 
justly do, without acting in opposition to that sacred illumina- 
tion bestowed upon us by the Father of lights, not only to teach, 
but also to enable us to perform every duty with uprightness 
and integrity, both to God and to those who, in the course of 
his providence, are placed in authority. 

It having been weightily under the consideration of this 
meeting to discourage all under our profession from that great 
inconsistency of being concerned in privateers, letters of marque, 
or ships armed in a warlike manner, we think it necessary very 
earnestly to recommend to all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, 
to keep a watchful eye over their members in this important 
branch of our Christian testimony ; and where any inclination 
towards such practices appears, that timely admonition and 
suitable counsel be given in the spirit of love and meekness. 

And, dear friends, as it hath pleased the Almighty to reveal 
unto mankind his Son Jesus Christ, the peaceable Saviour^ let 
it be our steady concern to demonstrate to the world that we 
are his followers, by bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, '^ love 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temp^ance.^^ (Gal. v. 22, 23.) And aa we are called out of 
wars and fightings, so let them be, as seldom as possible, the 
subjects of our conversation ; but let a holy care rest upon us, 
to abide in that power which gives dominion over the hopes and 



804 EPISTLES FROM THE [1757. 

fears that arise from the concerns of an unstable world ; and 
tend^ as they are admitted into the mind^ to lessen its trust on 
that rock which is immoveable. Thus^ like faithful Abraham, 
may we hope for preservation^ and be qualified to approach the 
throne of mercy in intercession for others^ at a time when the 
tokens of divine displeasure are manifest. Let us keep in mind 
that declaration of our Lord, ''My kingdom is not of this 
world /' for they whose kingdom is of this world, will only 
strive for the things thereof. Therefore, we beseech you, mind 
your calling, that it may be evident you are not seeking a city 
here, but one to come, which hath everlasting ''foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.'' (Heb. xi. 10.) 

We think it incumbent upon us, in this time of severity, par- 
ticularly to impress it upon our brethren to open their hearts 
and hands freely, for the relief of the poor and needy of all 
denominations : those in affluence especially ought ever to bear 
in mind, that none are intrusted with riches that they may 
indulge themselves in pleasures, or for the gratification of 
luxury, ambition, or vain glory ; but to do good, and to com- 
municate thereof; by which the afflictions of the distressed will 
be mitigated, and even outward substance rendered a means of 
laying up a good foundation against the time to come : for " he 
that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth to the Lord ; and that 
which he hath given, will he pay him again.'' (Prov. xix. 17.) 

As the descendants of our worthy ancestors, who bore the 
burden in the heat of the day, are very near and dear to us ; so 
it is with anxious concern we observe the lamentable declension 
and departure of many from that noble simplicity which dignified 
their predecessors. We earnestly recommend to all parents to 
abide under the cross of Christ, that they may be enabled, both 
by example and precept, to manifest a diligent care to bring up 
their offspring in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And 
as it doth please the God and Father of all our mercies, often 
to touch their tender minds with a sense of his goodness, and 
raise desires in them to become his children, such disposition 
should be cherished as much as possible, and nothing promoted 
in them by which submission to the power of the cross of 
Christ will be rendered more difficult ; for this they must en- 
dure, in order to be crucified to the vanities and follies of this 
world, if ever they are happily brought into the way that leads 
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to the kingdom of God. And the time will come^ when it will 
be very grievous to such parents^ who, by wrong indulgence, or 
evil example, have been a means to burden the souls of their 
children in this respect. 

It is therefore the weighty concern of this meeting to intreat 
all parents and guardians of children, solidly to consider the 
importance of the charge committed to them ; and that it is 
their indispensible duty, early to direct their tender minds and 
affections to the choice of sobriety, virtue, and true godliness ; 
and to represent to them the uncertainty and emptiness of all 
temporal delights, as well as the certain sorrow which will in- 
evitably overtake evil doers, and those who forget God. 

We salute you in the love of the gospel : Peace be to the 
brethren, and love, with faith from God the Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with them that love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity. (Ephes. vi. 24.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Freeth, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1758. 
Prom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 15th of the Fifth Month, 1758, to the 20th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain^ Ireland^ and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

In the spring of true gospel fellowship, which spreads, in 
divine love, to the whole flock and family of God, wherever 
scattered, we most tenderly and affectionately salute you ; with 
earnest prayers to the Father of mercies for your preservation 
and increase in the living and eternal truth. 

We are bound, in deep humility, reverently to acknowledge, 
that we have been eminently favoured, in this our annual 
assembly, with the virtue of that unction from the Holy One, 
which is the fundamental principle and life of our religion, and 

X 
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the crown of oar meetings ; by the help whereof^ affairs have 
been conducted in much brotherly love and condescension, to 
onr great satisfaction, and to the praise of onr gracious Grod^ 
who^ with the Lord Jesus Christ, is worthy of dominion and 
glory, worship and obedience, for ever and ever. 

By advices firom the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
New- York, Maryland, Virginia, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
and New- Jersey ; and also by the verbal relation of two Friends 
lately returned from America, we have comfortable accounts of 
the prosperity of Friends in the truth in various parts, especially 
among the youth ; who we desire may be encouraged to keep 
their ranks in righteousness, that they may faithfully succeed, 
and fill the places of the many valuable Friends whom divine 
providence hath been pleased to remove from works to rewards. 
Some convincement hath appeared since last year. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings brought in this year from 
the counties in England and Wales, being principally for tithes 
and church-rates so called, is three thousand two hundred and 
sixty-seven pounds and upwards ; and those from Ireland, one 
thousand six hundred and seventy-nine pounds and upwards. 

And, dear friends, let us ever keep in remembrance, that it is 
under the immediate teaching and influence of the Holy Spirit 
that all acceptable worship is performed, and all true gospel 
ministry supplied; that this pure and powerful influence, in 
vessels sanctified and prepared by the divine hand, is the essential 
qualification to that work ; that as the gift is divine, the service 
is freely and faithfully to be discharged, without any view to 
reward from man; and therefore, should we voluntarily, either 
by open or collusive means, contribute to the maintenance of 
such as preach for hire, we should be guilty of inconsistency in 
practice^ by supporting, as ministers of Christ, those whom we 
do not believe to be sent by Him, and upholding them in a con- 
duct contrary to his command, which is, '^Freely ye have 
received, freely give.'' (Matt. x. 8.) And this practical opposi- 
tion to his gospel law we cannot but look upon as denying Him 
before men, and therefore, in us, antichristian. 

As the same occasion continues, we find it our concern to 
repeat the following advice from our last year's epistle ; viz. — 
^^ It having been weightily under the consideration of this 
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meeting to discourage all under our profession from that great 
inconsistency of being concerned in privateers, letters of marque, 
or ships armed in a warlike manner, we think it necessary very 
earnestly to recommend to all Quarterly and Monthly Meetings 
to keep a watchful eye over their members, in this important 
branch of our Christian testimony ; and where any inclination 
towards such practices appears, that timely admonition and 
suitable counsel be given in the spirit of love and meekness. 

" And, dear friends, as it hath pleased the Almighty to reveal 
unto mankind his Son Christ Jesus, the peaceable Saviour, let 
it be our steady concern to demonstrate to the world that we are 
his followers, by bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, ' love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.' (Gal. v. 22, 23.) ' And as we are called out of 
wars and fightings, so let them be, as seldom as possible, the 
subjects of our conversation ; but let a holy care rest upon us, 
to abide in that power which gives dominion over the hopes and 
fears that arise from the concerns of an unstable world, and tend, 
as they are admitted into the mind, to lessen its trust on that 
rock which is immoveable. Thus, like faithful Abraham, may we 
hope for preservation, and be qualified to approach the throne 
of mercy in intercession for others, at a time when the tokens 
of divine displeasure are manifest. Let us keep in mind that 
declaration of our Lord, ' My kingdom is not of this world ;^ 
(John xviii. 86,) for they whose kingdom is of this world, 
will only strive for the things thereof. Therefore we beseech 
you mind your calling, that it may be evident you are not 
seeking a city here, but one to come, which hath everlasting 
'foundations, whose builder and maker is God.^ (Heb. xi. 10.)^* 

We also fervently warn all in profession with us, that they 
be careful to avoid being any way concerned in reaping the 
unrighteous profits arising from that iniquitous practice of 
dealing in negroes and other slaves ; whereby, in the original 
purchase, one man selleth anothey, as he doth the beast that 
perishes, without any better pretension to a property in him, 
than that of superior force ; in direct violation of the gospel 
rule, which teacheth every one to do as they would be done by, 
and to " do good'' unto all j being the reverse of that covetous 
disposition, which furnishes encouragement to those poor 
ignorant people to perpetuate their savage wars, in order to 

x2 



808 EPISTLES FBOM THE [1758. 

supply the demands of this most unnatural traffic^ wherehy great 
numbers of mankind, firee hj nature, are subjected to inex- 
tricable bondage ; and which hath often been observed to fill 
their possessors with haughtiness, tyranny, luxury, and barbarity, 
corrupting the minds, and debasing the morals of their children, 
to the unspeakable prejudice of religion and virtue, and the 
exclusion of that Holy Spirit of universal love, meekness, and 
charity, which is the unchangeable nature, and the glory of 
true Christianity. We therefore can do no less than, with the 
greatest earnestness, impress it upon Friends everywhere, that 
they endeavour to keep their hands clear of this unrighteous 
gain of oppression. 

It has been the frequent concern of this meeting, by former 
advices, to press all parents, guardians, and heads of families, to 
a strict watch over the conduct and behaviour of their children, 
servants, and the youth under their care : and, in order that 
they themselves may be properly qualified to discharge so great 
and necessary a duty, we earnestly recommend, that in what- 
soever relation they stand to the rising generation, they be very 
circumspect and exemplary in every particular of their own 
conduct, and be fully given up in faithful obedience to the 
manifestations of light and grace received, whereby they will be 
enabled to advise and reprove with proper authority; and to 
restrain those under them from all superfluous and hurtful 
things, which may be in their power to prevent. And it is 
incumbent upon such parents and others to consider, that if, 
through inattention or unfaithfulness, they indulge, connive at, 
or tacitly encourage the deviation of the youth from the paths 
of purity and holiness, notwithstanding indifference and luke- 
warmness may so far prevail as to lull them asleep for a season ; 
yet an awakening time will overtake them, wherein the loss 
sustained by the youth through their neglect, may, in a great 
measure, be charged to their account. 

Notwithstanding the frequent and earnest advices of this 
meeting, for promoting the diligent attendance of meetings for 
the worship of Almighty God, on the First and other days of 
the week, we sorrowfully observe in divers places, too great a 
remissness therein, especially in the latter. We therefore 
tenderly exhort such as through fear of neglecting their tem- 
poral concerns, or other considerations, are kept from a due 
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attendance of these meetings^ seriously to consider that gracious 
promise left upon record, ^' Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and bis righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto 
jovl" (Matt. vi. 33.) Some of us having to testify, by blessed 
experience, that our outward affairs have not suflfered by giving 
up our time the few hours set apart for religious worship ; but, 
on the contrary, our minds have been thereby greatly strength- 
ened to come up with propriety in the duties we owe to God, to 
our families, and to all mankind. 

Let us call to remembrance the zeal of our honourable pre- 
decessors, who, when they had great reason to expect they 
should be driven into noisome and pestilential prisons, sent into 
banishment, or subjected to other grievous suflPerings, for 
meeting together on no other account but to worship God 
according to their consciences ; yet, in the strength of that holy 
faith and love which supported them in suffering, they failed 
not constantly to keep up their meetings, at the hazard of all, 
and expense of many of their lives, liberties, and properties. 

In a thankful sense of the goodness of God, we salute you 
throughout all the churches ; breathing in spirit, that the holy 
dew may rest upon your minds, and make you fruitful to every 
good word and work. 

'^ Grace be unto you, and peace from Him, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come ; and from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, and the Prince of the kings 
of the earth f^ to whom with the Father be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Gilbert Thompson, 

Clerk to the meetiug this year. 
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EPISTLE, 1759. 

Fbom our Yeaklt Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 4th of the Sixth Month, 1759, to the 9th of the same, 

inclusiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Cheat Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere, 

Deae and well-beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We salute you in our Lord Jesus Christ, with love unfeigned ; 
earnestly desiring, that in all your meetings you may be edified 
and comforted in a sense of his divine presence, and may be 
preserved in all holiness of life, and godliness of conversation, 
to the praise of Him who hath called you to glory and virtue. 

We have been greatly refreshed under an awful and tender 
sense of the goodness of God, communicated to us in this our 
large and solemn assembly ; by the assistance whereof, we have 
been enabled to transact the weighty affairs, before us in much 
brotherly love and unity : in consideration of which, we are 
deeply bowed in thankfulness to the God of all grace, to worship 
and adore Him ; who, with the Lord Jesus Christ, is worthy of 
praise, dominion, and glory, for ever and ever. 

By the accounts received from the several Quarterly Meetings 
in England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, Rhode-Island, and New-England, New-York, Penn- 
sylvania and New- Jersey, Virginia, Maryland, North and South 
Csffolina, Barbadoes, and Tortola ; and also by a Friend lately 
returned from a religious visit to Friends on the. continent of 
America, we have comfortable information that love and unity 
are generally preserved ; that the precious visitation of divine 
life continues with freshness amongst many, especially of the 
youth ; and that some have been added to the church since our 
last account. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year from England 
and Wales, being chiefly for tithes and those called church-rates, 
amount to two thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine pounds 
and upwards; and those from Ireland to one thousand five 
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hundred and sixty-five pounds and upwards. One Friend^ in the 
course of last year^ was committed to prison^ for his Christian 
testimony against tithes ; and although he was discharged by a 
supersedeas^ yet, from the rough usage he met with by those 
employed to take him up, joined to his other bodily weakness 
and infirmities, he could not be safely removed, but soon after 
departed this life in prison, aged about ninety-seven years. 

And, dear friends, it seems incumbent upon us to repeat our 
exhortation to faithfulness, in supporting our testimony against 
the anti-christian yoke of tithes : and we intreat, that all who 
suffer, either upon that account, or for any other demands 
inconsistent with the principles of truth, may demonstrate, by 
their whole conduct and conversation, that they really suffer for 
conscience sake ; and keep close to the guidance of that good 
Spirit, which will preserve in meekness and quiet resignation 
under every trial ; for if resentment should arise against those 
whom you may look upon as the instruments of your sufferings, 
it will deprive you of the reward of faithfulness, give just 
occasion of offence, and bring dishonour to the cause of truth. 
Cavilling, or casting refiections upon any, because of our suffer- 
ings, do not become the servants of Christ, whose holy example 
and footsteps we ought in all things faithfully to follow. 

And this meeting being sorrowfully affected with the con- 
sideration of a great defection in some among us firom the 
practice of justice and morality ; divers of whom, from negli- 
gence, inattention, or ill-grounded hopes, and others from 
motives of ambition, and an eager pursuit after the world, 
have launched out of their depth, and entered into various 
schemes and branches of commerce, beyond their abilities to 
manage ; and some of them into scandalous practices, to uphold 
a temporary credit, greatly to the reproach of our society, and 
in open contradiction to that principle of universal righteous- 
ness we profess ; which taught our ancestors such conduct, as 
to extort a confession from their enemies, that, respecting many 
of them, they could not find any occasion, unless concerning the 
law of their God. 

Fresh and lamentable cause hath been offered to renew 
former advices on this head, which are well expressed in a para- 
graph in our general epistle of 1754, in these words : 

'^ We beseech you, brethren, stand upon your guard against 
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the love of this world, and the deceitftdness of riches; the 
nature of which is to choke the good seed, and to render men 
unfruitful. An eager pursuit after the grandeur of this world 
is a certain token of earthly-mindedness ; and those who mind 
earthly things, are represented by the apostle Paul as ' enemies 
of the cross of Christ.' The beloved disciple of our Lord also 
expressly assures us, that ^ if any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.' (1 John ii. 15.) A resolution 
to be rich hath destroyed many. 'They that will be rich,' 
saith the apostle, ' fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil ; 
which, while some have coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.' 
(1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.) This hath been verified in the ruinous con- 
sequences of an earthly ambitious spirit, pushing men forward, 
in the putsuit of greatness, upon hazardous attempts, which have 
too often issued in the fall and ruin of themselves and families, 
the reproach of the society, and great loss to others : some of 
whom probably have placed the more confidence in them, for 
the sake of their profession of self-denial; which, had they 
really practised it, would have prevented the fatal efi^ects of their 
covetous and ambitious undertakings. Wherefore we intreat 
Friends, in their Monthly Meetings everywhere, to be properly 
watchful over one another, and early to caution all against 
running beyond their depth, and entangling themselves in a 
greater multiplicity of trade and business than they can extri- 
cate themselves from with honour and reputation. And, where 
any shall proceed in opposition to such advice and counsel of 
their brethren, let them in due time be dealt with according to 
former advices of this meeting." 

And it is the sense and judgment of this meeting, that if any 
fall short of paying their just debts, and a composition is made 
with their creditors to accept of a part, instead of the whole ; 
notwithstanding the parties may look upon themselves legally 
discharged of any obligation to pay the remainder, yet the prin- 
ciple we profess enjoins full satisfaction to be made, if ever the 
debtors are of ability. And, in order that such may the better 
retrieve their circumstances, we exhort them to submit to a 
manner of living in every respect the most conducive to this 



1759.] YEAELY MEETING. - 813 

purpose, and correspondent to the state they are reduced to : 
it being exceedingly dishonourable for any to live in ostenta- 
tion and greatness at the expense of others ; which is certainly 
the case, where any part of the debts, due by the law of equity 
and strict justice, remains unpaid. And that Friends, in their 
Monthly Meetings, be cautious how they admit such, whose 
debts are unsatisfied, into ftdl unity, or receive their collections, 
which cannot properly be deemed of their own. 

And, as ever since we have been a people separate from others, 
we have held it to be our indispensible duty frequently to meet 
together, to pay our public acknowledgments to the great Author ' 
of our being and well-being, and to bear open testimony to the 
purity and spirituality of that worship which He requires; let 
not any be negUgent in giving due attendance at the time and 
place appointed for this necessary duty, both on First-days, and 
other days of the week. And, as it is an awful thing to approach 
the presence of the infinite Majesty of heaven and earth, the 
dread of nations, let due reverence possess every mind upon 
these solemn occasions; that no lightness or airiness appear in 
their coming in, nor any restless motions or noises be made, 
which may disturb the solemnity of the meeting ; but that all 
may demonstrate they come not to gratify the itching ear, 
or to entertain a vain curiosity, by that seriousness and gravity 
in their demeanour, which become a people truly concerned to 
wait upon God in awful stillness and humility, and to worship 
Him in spirit and in truth. 

And, dear friends, as the merciful visitations of the God of 
aU grace are still renewed through Jesus Christ our Lord, by 
Him to reconcile all things unto himself, let us receive with : 
meekness the ingrafted Word, which is able to save our souls, 
that we may experience an advancement in the work of redemp- 
tion from the lusts of this world, and our minds be established in 
peace, and, as we are preserved in a constant sense of his justice, 
wisdom, and mercy, we shall fear always, and therein fast accept- 
ably to the Lord ; and being enabled to wash our hands in 
innocency, may compass the altar of God; and, under these 
necessary qualifications, pour forth our souls before Him, for 
the enlargement of his kingdom on earth, and the increase of 
that righteousness which exalts a nation. An humble and 
grateful sense of the mercies of our Heavenly Father, every way 
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extended, will also remain with us^ and fill onr hearts with 
thanksgiving and praise to himself; a tribute ever due to Him 
from all his people, and acknowledged with the deepest solem- 
nity; not with those tamultuons demonstrations of joy^ which 
are often attended with rioting and drunkenness ; and^ instead 
of being acceptable to an holy, pure Ood^ rather tend to increase 
the weight of national transgressions. 

Let TIB, therefore, be found worshippers within the temple, 
and be cautious how any of us give occasion of additional suf- 
fering to the truly conscientious amongst us^ by any compliance 
with such observations as our worthy ancestors were rightly 
concerned to bear testimony against. 

Finally, brethren, we recommend you to the grace of Ood, 
and to a diligent watchfulness in his fear, which, in Holy Writ, 
is said to be a fountain of life, preserving from the snares of 
death. (Prov. xiv. 27.) And let us ^'be sober; putting on the 
breast-plate of faith and love^ and, for an helmet, the hope of 
salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ -/' (1 Thess. v. 8, 9,) 
to whom, with the Father, be honour, glory, and power for ever 
and ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Je&ehiah Wamno, 
Clerk to the meeting this yeni*. 



EPISTLE, 1760. 
Feom the Yearly Meeting, helij in London, by At)joTJBNMUNTS, 

From the 26th of the Fifth Month, 1760, to the 31st of the same, 

inclusive. 

Ta lite Qmarterlp and MontJdy Meetings of Fri&ndtf cmd Brelhteny 
in Orecft Britain^ Irdand, (md eUmjohere. 

Deae Priends and Brethren, 

In a renewed senee of divine love^ at this time coimmmieated' 
to yassHy through our Loid Jedus Chriiil, and in the fellowship of 
the gospel, we tenderly and affectionately salute you ; eanlestly 
desiring your preservation, increase and establidmient, in the 
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blessed truths which is precious above all other enjoyments^ and 
which endoreth throughout all generations. 

We have abundant cause^ with deep thankfulness to praise 
and magnify the name of our God, and humbly to acknowledge 
his goodness extended to us, in this our large and solemn 
assembly ; the weighty affairs whereof, through divine assistance^ 
have been transacted in much brotherly love and Christian con- 
descension ; greatly to the satisfaction and comfort of those who 
keep Zion in remembrance, and are truly concerned in spirit, 
that her righteousness may " go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth." 

By accounts brought in this year, the sufferings of Friends 
being principally for tithes and those called church-rates, amount^ 
in England and Wales, to two thousand nine hundred and 
eighty-four pounds and upwards ; and those in Ireland, to one 
thousand five hundred and sixty-eight pounds and upwards. 
Great damage hath also been sustained by Friends, in many 
places, for not illuminating their houses on those called rejoicing 
nights, and a noncompliance with other practices inconsistent 
with our profession. 

By advices received from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain^ Ireland, 
Holland, Bhode-Island^ and New-England, New- York, Penn- 
sylvania and New Jersey, Virginia, Maryland, North and South 
Carolina, and Tortola; and by the relation of a Friend lately 
returned from visiting the churches in America, we have satis- 
factory accounts of some growth and prosperity in the truth, in 
divers parts ; notwithstanding we sorrowfully observe a defection 
in others. 

As, in these times, many hearts are measurably awakened to 
religious inquiries, and a concern raised to seek the way of sal- 
vation, many being secretly dissatisfied with the empty forms in 
which they have had their education, and are looking about for 
help, and remarking the conduct of the various religious societies^ 
with this inquiry in their minds. Who shall show us any good ? 
We beseech you, shake yourselves from the dust of the earth, 
and put on those beautifcd garments of righteousness, pupty, 
and heavenly-mindedness, wherein our worthy ancestors were 
clothed, and made instrumental to turn many to God. If the 
ever^glorious and powerful truth, which wrought mightUy ia 
them for their salvation, and rendered them aa lights in, the 
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worlds be by us properly attended to^ the same blessed e£fects 
will accompany us^ and many humble seeking souls will^ by our 
fruitfulness^ be induced to glorify the Father which is in 
heaven. 

Dear friends^ let us remember this end of our high and holy 
calling, and keep it steadily in view; so shall we be truly 
enabled to direct those seeking souls in the way to peace : on 
the contrary, if these awakened inquirers, being induced^ by the 
spirituality of our profession, to look towards us with hopes of 
finding what they inquire for, should observe amongst us, the 
prevalence of the same things they are awakened to flee from, 
and a want of that substance they are earnestly seeking after ; 
how lamentable must their portion be, who furnish occasion of 
offence to these little ones ? 

And, dear friends, abide in the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, and is the true mark of discipleship ; this will guard 
us against listening after, or giving any encouragement to reports 
tending to the prejudice one of another: pertinent to this is 
that necessary and salutary command, (Exod. xxiii. 1,) " Thou 
shalt not raise [or receive] a false report /^ and also forget not 
that exhortation of the apostle, (Gal. vi. 1,) ^^ Brethren, if a man 
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an 
one in the spirit of meekness ; considering thyself, lest thou also 
be tempted/^ 

As the right education of children, and the nurture of youth, 
is of very great consequence to them and to the succeeding 
generation, we pressingly exhort all parents and heads of families, 
to procxu*e such useful learning for their children, as their 
abilities will admit ; and encourage them, as well by example as 
precept, to the frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures; and 
that they begin, as early as possible, to instil into their tender 
minds the principles of truth and virtue ; instruct them in the 
nature and necessity of being bom from above ; without which, 
our Lord declared, no man shall ^' see the kingdom of Grod :'' 
and in order hereunto, that they labour to bring them acquainted 
with the holy seed, which is sown by the divine hand in every 
he£U['t, for that gracious end ; that they may, through the Lord's 
blessing upon such pious and paternal endeavours, be induced 
to place their affections upon it, and, cleaving thereto in faithful 
obedience, come to experience it to be unto them, Christ within^ 
the hope of their glory. 
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The importance of an early instruction in the law of God^ is 
set forth with, peculiar strength, clearness and solemnity, in 
Deut. vi. 4, &c. '^ Hear, O Israel ; the Lord our God is one 
Lord : And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words 
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart ; and 
thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up" It is requisite also, that restraint be added to in- 
struction j it being much easier, as well as more prudent, to be 
exercised upon the first appearances of an inclination to 
dangerous or hurtful liberties, than afterwards; for where 
children, through the prevalence of fond, affection, have been 
accustomed to improper indulgences, when they are grown to 
such a dangerous degree of ripeness, that the exertion of 
authority hath become absolutely necessary, the strength of 
their passions, so habituated, hath often proved unconquerable, 
or very difficult to overcome ; to the great hurt of the unhappy 
youth, and the unspeakable grief of the imprudently indulgent 
parents. 

We therefore earnestly intreat, that it may be the constant 
care of all parents, guardians, masters and mistresses, properly 
to teach, restrain and example those whom providence hath 
placed under them, for their help, direction and preservation, 
and for whom an account must be rendered ; bringing them up 
in the fear of the Lord, and in that sobriety, moderation and 
plainness in speech, apparel and deportment, which become a 
people professing to be the followers of our Lord Jesus Christy 
the perfect pattern of humility and self-denial, ^^who made 
himself of no reputation,^' but '^ took upon him the form of a 
servant ;" (Phil. ii. 7,) yet is styled in the " Holy Scriptures, 
the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of 
of lords ; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light.'' 
(1 Tim. vi. 15, 16.) 

And, as it hath pleased the Lord to preserve us in the times 
of imminent danger, and disappoint the designs of those who 
sought to involve us in confusion and distress, and to grant us 
hitherto the enjoyment of the comfortable fruits of peace ; Oh ! 
that an awful sense of his unmerited favour, and the deep 
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obligations it lays upon nn, to fear always before bim^ may bave 
due impression upon all oar minds ! Tben will a constant care 
be maintained^ so to live and walk before Crod and man^ as to 
carry evident conviction tbat^ thougb we concur not witb otbers 
in the exterior demonstrations of thanksgivings^ or fasting for 
public events, we are not insensible of the instmction they 
convey, and that we are seeking, in good earnest, the proper end 
of the Lord's judgments in the earth ; that the " inhabitants'' 
thereof may ** learn righteousness." 

And, dear friends, being influenced by the sentiments of 
humanity, still more enforced by the tender compassion and 
sympathy which the gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord imparts, 
we bewail the dreadful desolation and ravages of war, in various 
parts of the world, wherein many of our fellow subjects and 
others deeply partake ; and we are engaged humbly to suppli- 
cate the Most High, to put an end to the tumultuous rage of 
« nations, and exalt the sceptre of the Prince of peace. 

We earnestly pray the Lord of all power, eflFectually to bless 
his gracious visitations, to the help of his church and people, 
that we may thereby be stirred up to diligence to discharge the 
duty of our day, and be enabled to look, with humble confidence, 
to the recompense of reward ; suitably improving every manifes- 
tation of divine counsel, and attentive how we hear that word 
that goeth out of his mouth, and shall not return to him void. 
Thus shall we be gathered to him, in whom the mediation and 
acceptance with the Father stand ; and, being enriched with 
the durable treasures that are hid in Christ Jesus, be experi- 
mentally united to those who '^ are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels; to the general 
assembly and church of the first bom, which are written in 
heaven, and to God the judge of all :'[ to whom, with Jesus the 
mediator of the new covenant, be all honour and glory for ever. 
Am»i. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Gurnet, 
Clerk to the meeting tlds year. 
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EPISTLE, 1761. 

Feom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 11th of the Fifth Month, 1761, to the 18th of the same^ 

indusiye. 

Tq the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

Under a sense of that ancient love and life, whereby we were 
gathered to be a people, we tenderly salute you; earnestly 
desiring that grace, mercy and peace, through the knowledge 
of God the Father, and his beloved Son, may abound amongst 
you. 

We have renewed cause, humbly to acknowledge the gracious 
condescension of the God of all our mercies, manifested to us 
in this our annual assembly, whereby our souls have been com-i 
forted in his presence, our hope in his salvation renewed, and 
the bond of true fellowship again confirmed, under a fresh sense 
that it is his good pleasure we should be continued a people, to 
the praise of his great and ever worthy name. In a degree of 
this uniting virtue and holy influence, we have been enabled to 
transact the affairs which have come before us, in much brotherly 
kindness and condescension, and strengthened to pursue the 
great object of the churches care, the promotion of spirituai 
health and vigour in every member of the body, that it may be 
presented holy and acceptable to Him, who hath caOed. ms to 
glory and virtue. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings in England aod Wales, 
brought in this year, being chiefly for tithes and those called 
church-rates, is three thousand two hundred and twenty-five 
pounds and upwards ; and those from Ireland, one thousand 
six hundred and seventy-nine pounds and upwards. Ag^nst 
these and other demands, inconsistent with the gospel dispen* 
sation, the testimony of truth seems to spread, to the opening of 
the underst wdings of many, heretofore ignorant of our religioua 
principles. 

The accounts received this year from the Quarterly Meetings 
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in England^ and the epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, 
Holland, New- York, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, 
Virginia, South Carolina and Tortola, have afforded us some 
comfortable observations, that harmony and concord subsist, in 
a good degree, throughout the churches ; that a lively concern 
is maintained in many places, for the support of discipline, and 
for the promotion of truth and righteousness. 

It likewise appears from these accounts, that divers are con- 
vinced of that truth in which we have most surely believed, and 
have joined themselves to our religious community since last 
year. We therefore earnestly intreat Friends everywhere, to 
walk in the light, and manifest by a circumspect conversation 
in godly fear, that our testimony to the power and sufficiency 
of the Divine Spirit, is founded on the everlasting gospel. Thus, 
no occasion of stumbling will be administered to the weak, but 
many, beholding amongst us the fruits of righteousness, may 
have cause with us to glorify our Father who is in Heaven. 

When it pleased the Lord to visit our predecessors in the 
truth, they were as sheep without a shepherd, without a place 
of feeding, or a fold of rest ; scattered, as many are at this day, 
on the barren mountains of forms and traditions ; yet inwardly 
hungering after substance, which they saw not how to obtain, it 
pleased the Author of these secret strong desires, in his own 
time, to open to their understandings the nature of his king- 
dom, the spirituality of that worship which was acceptable to 
Him, and the blessed advantages of his gospel when received, 
not in word only, but in power. 

As their minds were thus enlightened, an awfiil sense of the 
Lord Almighty, the all-seeing Father of spirits, prevailed therein, 
and led them from a dependance on outward performances, 
to a silent, solemn adoration in simplicity of heart, humbly 
waiting for that help, without which none can worship with 
acceptance. 

In this frame of mind they were made sensible of the accom- 
plishment of his promise, that those who wait upon Him, should 
renew their strength; (Isa. xl. 31,) hereby they were enabled to 
endure a fight of afflictions, to which they were exposed for the 
sake of their Christian testimony ; for against them, it may be 
truly said, no occasion was found, but concerning the law of 
their God. (Dan. vi. 5.) 
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And, dear friends, as it hath pleased divine goodness cleariy 
to manifest amongst us the way of life and salvation, and to 
instruct us where and how to wait for Him, prize, we beseech 
you, these precious privileges ; keep all your meetings in the 
name of the Lord, and let your minds be established in an 
humble waiting upon Him with reverence and fear ; so shall 
strength be added to your strength, and being more closely 
united to Him, you will experience the indwelling of his blessed 
Spirit : and as an increase of access to the fountain of mercies 
is experienced, our advices to the constant attendance of meet- 
ings for religious worship, both on the First, and other days of 
the week, will become less necessary : our resort to them will 
be with diligence, and a careful observance of the hour appointed; 
our demeanour in them will manifest an humble and single trust 
in that power which is a covert from the storms, a shelter from 
the tempest, and as rivers of water in dry places. So shall we 
be. enabled, as watchful, circumspect servants, to stand fast in 
our several stations, being preachers of righteousness to the 
world ; and, as good stewards in the household of God, instruct, 
reprove, and restrain those under our care, with wisdom, long- 
suflfering, meekness, yet authority. 

The neglect of this most important concern, of waiting upon 
the Lord for the renewal of strength to discharge every duty, 
hath been one great cause of declension, amongst many of us 
as a people, from that lively zeal and uniform piety, which are 
now, and ever have been, the fruits of the Holy Spirit : the sense 
whereof having deeply affected our minds, hath induced us to 
enlarge upon this subject. 

And here we find it our concern, to revive a truth which is 
worthy of general remembrance ; that no affectation of singu- 
larity was the cause of a demeanour, both civil and religious, in 
our forefathers, (or in the faithful of this day,) different in many 
respects from the conduci; of those among whom we dwell. 
They beholding the vanity, unprofitableness, and insincerity of 
the salutations, customs and fashions of the world ; observing 
the examples of our blessed Saviour and his followers, with the 
frequent testimonies recorded in Holy Writ, to the necessity of 
a self-denying life and conversation, together with the law, and 
the testimony revealed in their hearts, retained in view the in- 
junction of the apostle, not to be conformed to this world, but 
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to be transformed^ by the renewing of the mind^ that we '^ may 
prove what is that good^ and acceptable, and perfect will of 
God/' (Rom. xii. 2.) May an uprightness of hearty as in the 
sight of God^ ever attend this simplicity of appearance ; that 
none^ by a conduct inconsistent therewith^ may furnish occasion 
for the testimony to be evil spoken of or despised. 

We conclude with an earnest recommendation of the apostle*s 
advice to the primitive believers ; " Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are Just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if there be any 
virtue, if there be any praise, think on these things.'' (Phil, 
iv. 8.) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

William Fry, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1762. 
Fbom the Yeabxy Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 31st of the Fifth Month, 1762, to the 7th of the Sixth 

Month, inclasive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear and well-beloved Friends, 

Our hearts being renewedly affected with a lively sense of 
the continuation of the Father^s love in Christ Jesus, to his 
church and people, we tenderly and affectionately salute you, 
with fervent desires that grace and love, through faith and obe- 
dience, may increase and abound amongst you. 

With reverent thankfulness to the God of all our mercies, we 
have to acknowledge, that he hath favoured this assembly with 
his enlivening and comforting presence, both in our meetings 
for worship, and in those for transacting the weighty concerns 
of the Society : the minds of many having been deeply engaged 
in these solemnities, to promote purity of faith, and holiness of 
life, that the church may shine forth in her ancient beauty. 
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The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, being princi- 
pally for tithes and those called church-rates^ amount^ in England 
and Wales, to two thousand seven hundred and ninety-six 
pounds and upwards; and those in Ireland, to one thousand 
seven hundred and two pounds and upwards. And it seems to 
us expedient to renew our exhortation, that Friends everywhere 
be stirred up to faithftdness in our Christian testimony against 
such demands ; being firmly persuaded, that a forced mainte- 
nance, and contributions on religious accounts exacted by 
compulsion, are inconsistent with the spirit and precepts of the 
gospel. 

We earnestly desire likewise, that all collusive and indirect 
methods of satisfying these demands may be guarded against, 
as all temporizing compliances tejid to cloud the understanding, 
weaken the faith, and destroy the service of individuals, as well 
as to obstruct the progress of truth, and increase the sufferings 
of the faithful. 

And, dear friends, as we are religiously engaged to render 
unto God the things that are his, in bearing our testimony to 
the free ministry, and peaceable spirit of his Son, we shall find 
it our indispensible duty, to continue stedfast in our principle 
against defrauding the king in any part of his customs, duties 
or excise ; respecting which, to our great satisfaction, we find 
Friends are generally clear : yet, as in maritime counties es- 
pecially, some may be exposed to the temptation of buying run 
goods for private use, we desire it may be impressed upon all to 
be conscientiously concerned, in obedience to the law of God, 
gratitude to the king, and justice to our fellow-subjects, to avoid 
and discountenance a practice so iniquitous in itself, injurious to 
the fair trader, and not supported but by fraud and violence, in 
direct opposition to the laws and good order of civil society. 

By advices from the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, New- York, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, 
Yirgima, and North Carolina, we have satisfactory accounts of 
the preservation of love and unity in general, the prosperity 
of truth in the minds of many, and some convincement in 
divers places. And though we have abundant confirmation, 
that the Lord^s presence is still with us, yet too many, for want 
of due watchfulness and circumspection, have erred from the 

Y 2 
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trath, and by departing from tbe footsteps of the flock of Christ, 
and giving way to the spirit of the world, have followed after 
lying Tanities, and forsaken their own mercies. 

And, dear firiends, nnder a weighty sense of the pemicions 
effects of this prevailing worldly spirit, the tendency whereof is 
to hinder the growth and prosperity of tmth in the hearts of 
mankind, we have, at this time, been sorrowfally affected : and 
are engaged to beseech all, in the love of the gospel, and by the 
merdes of the living God, seriously to consider the gracious 
visitation yet evidently extended to us : and that, as our calling 
is high and holy, we may demonstrate to those who are looking 
upon us, that our affections are not fixed on uncertain riches, 
that we are redeemed firom the inordinate pursuit of earthly 
enjoyments, and seek '^ a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is Grod/^ (Heb. xi. 10.) 

We therefore intreat you to be awakened in soul, to watch 
against the spirit of the world, and the ensnaring approaches of 
its temptations : be not deceived, for it remains an unchange- 
able truth, that, " If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him/^ (1 John ii. 15.) Let us therefore be 
wise in that wisdom which is from above, and, being loosened, 
firom the pursuit of perishing things, we may more and more 
experience the glorious liberty of the truth, and be enabled 
to adorn the doctrine of our Lord and Master, by a life con- 
formed to his example. 

And, as many of our worthy elders have of late years been 
removed from us by death, we tenderly iutreat, that an holy con- 
eem may prevail on your minds, who are of the rising generation, 
to fill up their places ^ first taking heed to yourselves, seeking 
•^^ the kingdom of God and his righteousness/' (Matt. vi. 33,) 
that so you may be preserved through the temptations, and from 
all the delusions in this life, and may become instruments in the 
hand of God, to promote his honour, the good of his church, 
and the universal advancement of piety and virtue. And, dearly 
beloved youth, call to remembrance the examples of Joseph, 
Moses, Samuel, and many other instances of early piety ; con- 
sider the preservation they were favoured with through every 
trial, and the nature of that dignity wherewith their names have 
been transmitted through many generations. He, who raised 
and supported them, and hath, from age to age, formed a people 
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to testify to His salvation^ and stand faithful in the cause of 
righteousness, hath ever rewarded them with serenity of mind^ 
and the enjoyment of that peace, which is as a river, the streams 
whereof make glad the city of God. (Psal. xlvi. 4.) Let not 
the amusements, the gaieties, and other delusive follies, which 
too many earnestly pursue, take up your minds, and thereby 
prevent your oflFering the early tribute of love and obedience, 
so justly due to the Author of your being, and the foimtain of 
every blessing. 

And, ye parents, guardians, and heads of families, consider, 
we besieech you, how much depends upon your promoting this 
holy engagement among the youth, and labour to discharge your 
duty, as in the sight of God ; watch over them in love, and train 
them up early in the way wherein they should go, by informa- 
tion and example ; seeking daily for a renewal of wisdom and 
strength to walk before them in holiness and godly fear. Let 
it be your care to instruct them early in the Holy Scriptures, 
and teach them to delight therein; that, being seasoned with 
the sacred truths in them recorded, they may be preserved from 
the corrupting influence of such books as tend to leaven the 
mind into vanity, profaneness, and infidelity ; and also kept in 
innocency of life, sobriety of manners, plainness of habit, and 
soundness of speech that cannot be condemned. And, in order 
that the tender mind may be more effectually guarded and 
preserved pure, we earnestly recommend it to parents and 
others, to consider the disadvantage of placing them out, for 
education or business, where they must be unavoidably subjected 
to the dangers of mixed and improper company and conversation, 
by which the good and salutary impressions, heretofore made on 
their minds, may be effaced, the effect of present visitations 
prevented, to their great, if not irretrievable, loss. 

And, dear friends, let us, in all our conduct and conversation, 
manifest that simplicity and godly sincerity which were in former 
times, and still remain to be, the proper fruits of the Christian 
religion, that by well doing, we may be enabled to confute 
gainsayers, and ^^ put to silence the ignorance of foolish men ;^* 
(1 Pet. ii. 15,) ever remembering, the strongest testimony we 
can give of the excellency of our religious principles, is their 
efficacy on our lives, to redeem us from the corruptions that are 
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in the world, and pnrify ns unto Grod a pecnliar people, zealous 
of good works. 

'' Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
onr Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in yon that which is well 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.'' (Heb. xiii. 20, 21.) 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Edwasd Gulson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1763. 

Fbom the Yeajllt Meeting, held in London, by ABjroTTBNHENTS, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, 1763, to the 31st of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Deably beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We have renewed cause, in deep thankfulness, to acknowledge 
the continuance of divine regard, manifested to us in this large 
assembly; and in a sense of the refreshing influences of that 
love, which first gathered and united us into an heavenly 
fellowship in our Lord Jesus Christ, we tenderly salute you. 

In a good degree of this pure and precious love, we have been 
enabled to transact the affairs of this meeting, in brotherly con- 
descension and concord, to our mutual edification and comfort. 

The amount of Friends'* sufferings in England and Wales, 
brought in this year, being chiefly for tithes and those called 
church-rates, is two thousand six hundred and sixty-nine pounds 
and upwards ; and from Ireland, one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-one pounds and upwards. 

By the accounts received from the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings in England, and by epistles from Wales, North 
Britain, Ireland, Holland, Rhode-Island for New-England, 
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New- York, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina; and by the verbal relation 
of a Friend lately returned from a religious visit to som^e parts 
of America, we are informed, that the churches are generally 
preserved in peace and unity ; that a lively zeal is revived for 
the maintenance of discipline and good order ; that there is a 
good disposition and great openness amongst the people in many 
places ; and divers have been convinced of the blessed truth. 

As it is apparent that many, through the Sowings forth of 
infinite goodness, are under a powerful visitation from on high, 
into whose hearts the divine light hath so clearly shined, as 
to discover the insufficiency of the strictest observation of cere- 
monies and human traditions, which cannot make the comers 
thereunto perfect, as pertaining to the conscience : — 

These, being engaged in an earnest pursuit after neverfailing 
substance, are seeking that bread the world knows not of, and 
looking out for a people, whose affections are set on things above, 
with whom they may unite in spirit, and join in worship to the 
Most High : — The eyes of many being turned towards us with 
this view, let us gird up the loins of our minds, be sober, and 
hope to the end, for the grace which is to be revealed, walking 
in godliness and honesty in the sight of all men ; that by the 
circumspection, innocency, and purity of our lives and conversa- 
tions, we may demonstrate we are not of the world, but are 
redeemed from its spirit ; and having put on Christ, the right- 
eousness of saints, are not making provision for the flesh, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof: so shall we be examples to those who are 
enquiring the way to true rest and peace. 

And, dear young people, as some of you, in many places, have 
embraced the renewed visitations of divine love in your hearts, 
and have, in degree, entered into covenant with your Creator ; 
strong is the engagement we feel for your preservation and 
advancement in the path of the just ; that, through the power of 
divine grace, and your faithful obedience thereunto, you may 
become useful members in the body, and fill up the various 
stations in the church, to its edification, and your own lasting 
advantage. 

And the youth in general we intreat, that a constant care be 
upon all your minds, to press after the power and virtue of that 
heavenly principle, in the profession whereof most of you have 



328 EPISTLES FJIOM THE [1763.* 

had your education : if you keep your places therein^ it will 
preserve you; but if, through disobedience, ye depart therefrom^ 
ye forsake your own mercies, and others will take your crown. 
Remember, the children of Abraham, by deviating from the 
steps of their fathers, lost the privileges and blessings they 
would otherwise have been entitled to. 

And we beseech you, who are engaging in the affairs of this 
life, that in the first place, you seek carefully after his favour, 
whose is the earth and the fulness thereof; and hath promised 
to be found of those that seek Him early. Endeavour to bmld 
your houses in His wisdom, who alone can give duration and 
stability to every blessing, and direct how to use them* to his 
own praise, and the solid benefit of the favoured receiver. As ye 
abide in his fear, you will have an eye to a glorious inheritance, 
and be kept from high expensive living, and evil emulation of 
others who may affect a splendid appearance, and be preserved 
from the many snares which are laid to increase the afflicting 
instances of folly and misconduct. 

May the holy principle of truth prevail in your minds, whom 
Providence hath entrusted with affluence, that your inclinations 
and affections may be rightly bounded, and not carried away, 
by a perversion of the divine bounty, into pride, indolence, or 
extravagance; which have led many to exceed their ability, 
whereby they have brought ruin upon themselves, damage to 
those with whom they have been concerned, and great affliction 
and reproach to our society. 

We think it seasonable, at this time, to renew our exhortation, 
that Friends everywhere be especially careful to keep their hands 
clear of giving encouragement, in any shape, to the slave trade, 
it being evidently destructive to the natural rights of mankind ; 
who are all ransomed by one Saviour, and visited by one divine 
light, in order to salvation : a traffic calculated to enrich and 
aggrandize some, upon the misery of others ; in its nature 
abhorrent to every just and tender sentiment, and contrary to 
the whole tenor of the gospel. 

And, dear friends, as it hath pleased the Most High, who 
ruleth in the kingdoms of men, so to influence human affairs, 
that peace is again restored : we earnestly desire, that an 
humble sense of so great mercy, may rest upon all our minds : 
that, in a grateful commemoration of His wonderful kindness. 
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who hath preserved these kingdoms from the desolation and 
distress which attended divers other countries^ we may reve- 
rently acknowledge it is the Lord^s doing, and ought to be 
marvellous in our eyes : and, as the best return for favours 
received, let us, through divine assistance, bring forth fruits of 
an holy and blameless conversation ; endeavouring to advance 
his righteous kingdom amongst mankind, that his salvation may 
become our walls and bulwarks, in every trial permitted to come 
upon us, by that God who judgeth the earth. 

And, although the favour of princes hath never been the rule 
of our dutiful submission and fidelity to them, being bound by 
our religious principles to a quiet and peaceable conduct, even 
when under severe sufferings ; yet inasmuch as the obligations 
of gratitude, for the enjoyment of our religious and civil 
liberties, are added to those of duty, let their united impressions 
engage all our minds, to walk with great circumspection and 
integrity, evidencing an humble thankfulness to the wise and 
gracious Disposer of events ; and to the king, the just returns 
of loyalty and obedience, in every part of our conduct and con- 
verse, carefully avoiding any instance of indecent freedom, 
either in language or behaviour. 

And, dear brethren, we recommend to every individual, a 
sincere and solemn inquiry into the state of your own minds ; 
and we beseech you, strive to enter in at the strait gate, and 
live under the yoke of Christ, walking in reverence and godly 
fear at all times; ever feeling after the virtue and power of 
truth to season your spirits, and keep you in stillness of mind, 
which will wean you from the love of this world : herein you 
will feel drawings to meet with your brethren for the worship 
of God j and, when you present your bodies before the Lord, 
labour diligently after inward silence, and abstraction of thought 
from all worldly objects, that so you may feel the gentle opera- 
tion of the holy seed, the light and leaven of the kingdom : this 
will manifest the ground from whence every thought and 
motion in the mind proceeds, and make a separation between 
the precious and the vile, that which serveth God, and that 
which serveth him not ; and ye will clearly discern, that the 
promise is to the one seed, Christ, our light and life ; who, as he 
prevails, bringeth all things into due subjection to himself. 
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Thus shall you be enabled to see into the mystery of redemp- 
tion by Him^ who worketh all in all ; and to worship the God 
of the spirits of all fleshy in awful silence^ and in the beauty of 
holiness ; and the Lord^ the messenger of the eorenant^ being 
come to his temple^ an holy sabbath is kept. And as you par- 
take^ time after time^ of the divine sweetness^ you will find your 
minds engaged to seek a further advancement in wisdom and 
virtue, and the necessity of daily walking with God, will evi- 
dently appear. 

We are jealous with a godly jealousy, that many who are 
favoured with tender visitations from above, relax their care and 
watchfulness when absent from religious meetings, and thereby 
slide from under the humbling power of truth, which would 
preserve in meekness, stability, and holy inward quiet, amidst 
the various engagements and provocations of this life, and guard 
the mind against wandering imaginations, irregular desires and 
affections. 

When those who have grieved the Holy Spirit, through 
inattention thereto, again retire with their brethren to seek the 
Lord, they find their minds clouded, their thoughts roving, and 
no true centre or solid peace : hence meetings appear to them 
heavy and unpleasant ; the time of silence seems long and 
tedious ; the eye is out after instrumental help, and instead of 
trusting in God with all the heart, their dependence is turned 
upon man ; this provokes the Holy One of Israel, who is jealous 
of his honour, to withhold his favours and blessings from such ; 
and this we fear is one great cause of the loss which many have 
sustained : for whose recovery, and the restoration of ancient 
beauty to the churches everywhere, we are fervently engaged. 

Were the eyes of all truly turned towards the Lord, in 
humble dependence upon him alone for help, many useful 
instruments would doubtless be raised to fill up every station in 
the church with propriety. Then the cause of mourning and 
complaint would cease, and the repetition of particular advices 
become less necessary ; as the holy unction, being received and 
rightly attended to, would teach us all things that we ought to 
believe and practice. 

'^ Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, 
beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked. 
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fall from your own stedfastness. Bat grow in grace^ and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : to Him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen.^' (2 Pet. iii. 17, 18.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Isaac Wilson, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1764. 
Feom the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the Ilth of the Sixth Month, 1764, to the 16th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We tenderly salute you in our Lord Jesus Christ, who laid 
down his life, that all might witness redemption through his 
precious blood, and is now come in spirit and power to those 
that truly believe in, and look for him, the second time without 
sin unto salvation. 

In a sense of his continued mercy and kindness renewed to 
us at this time, we have to acquaint you, that the affairs of this 
meeting have been transacted in much brotherly love and 
concord. 

The account of Friends' sufferings brought in this year, being 
principally for tithes and those called church-rates, amount, in 
England and Wales, to three thousand three hundred and 
eighty-nine pounds and upwards ; and in Ireland, to upwards 
of one thousand six hundred and eighty-three pounds. 

In conformity to the righteous principle we profess, which' 
leads to deny the receiving, as well as the payment of tithes, we 
have information that two Friends, in different parts, who are 
entitled by law to claims of that nature, refuse, as others have 
heretofore done, to receive them. 

The accounts brought in from the several counties, and the 
epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, Bhode-Island 
for New-England, New-York, Pennsylvania and the Jerseys, 
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Maryland, Virginia^ North Carolina^ South Carolina and 
Tortola^ giire us to understand, that some conyincement hath 
appeared in divers parts since last year ; and that a living con« 
eern seems to increase amongst Friends in many places^ that all 
may experience preservation and advancement in the life and 
wisdom of truths and that the necessary fence of our Christian 
discipline may be rightly maintained. 

We find it our concern at this time^ briefly to revive in your 
remembrance^ the Lord's gracious dealings with our predecessors, 
and the fruits of their obedience^ that the careless and indolent 
may be stirred up^ and the faithful encouraged. 

When, by the permission of Divine Providence, about the 
middle of the last century, these nations were made as a field 
of blood, and terror and distress filled every corner of the land ; 
the Lord Almighty having secretly wrought, by the spirit of 
his Son, in the hearts of the people, to prepare them for further 
manifestations of his light and truth, many were shaken from 
aU earthly dependences, and engaged to look, for succour and 
support, to that Arm of power which made and sustains all 
things. In this day of general distress, a cry arose in many 
minds on this wise ; Lord, who shall shew us any good ? and a 
longing desire was raised after the way to rest and peace. 

High and specious professions of religion and godliness, were 
often rendered subservient to temporal advantages, and the 
interests of ambition; and many were crying, Lo, here is 
Christ, and lo there ; to the turning aside of the feet of the 
simple, and leading them astray from the alone help. 

Wearied in the multitude of professions, and having compassed 
a mountain in the wilderness, they sat down in sorrow un- 
profited, having unavailably sought the living amongst the dead. 

In this day of humiliation, anxiety, and godly sorrow, it 
pleased the Lord to visit many of their souls, by the manifesta- 
tion of a divine principle in their own minds, which discovered 
to them their states, and gradually revealed the rock of strength 
and salvation, on which they might build with security, and 
obtain durable riches and righteousness, which they had vainly 
sought in the multiplicity of forms and traditions. 

Through the word of his power in their hearts, the Lord begat 
in them an hunger and thirst after substantial virtue, and raised 
the language of a life, whereof he is the immediate author, and. 
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which ever seeks a food correspondent to its own nature, which 
is heavenly. 

Being, through the light of the dayspring from on high, made 
truly sensible wherein all-sufficient help and wisdom consisted, 
and where it was revealed, they were inwardly gathered to wait 
for, and feel after its holy influence upon their minds, as a lively, 
powerful manifestation and searcher of the heart, whence they 
knew it to be the light of life ; and dividing asunder between 
the precious and the vile, betwixt the son of the bondwoman, 
and the son of the free, they also experienced it to be the word 
of truth. 

Under the blessed influence of this most glorious powerful 
word, they witnessed victory over their spiritual enemies, and a 
gradual advancement in the saving knowledge of Christ, as 
delivered for their ofiences, and raised again for their justifica- 
tion ; becoming also, in their experience, the author of eternal 
salvation, made of God unto them, wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and redemption ; and, in them, the hope of glory. 

Being thus favoured to partake of the hidden manna from 
his hand, whom God the Father had sealed as the feeder and 
shepherd of his flock, they withdrew themselves from the forma- 
lity of outward profession, which their experience had taught 
them to be vain and fruitless, and assembled together in his 
name, to wait for his power who had called them, and to know 
the fresh renewings of that life which was their strength. 

Being thus engaged. He who had mercifully regarded them 
in the day of their distress, when they cried to Him in the bit- 
terness of their captivity, graciously extended the joy of his 
salvation to their souls ; having brought them out of an horrible 
pit, out of the miry clay, he set their feet upon a rock, he esta- 
blished their goings, and put a new song into their mouths. 

This heavenly virtue of the word of eternal life, thus wrought 
to the sanctification of individuals, and prepared many of them, 
as chosen vessels, to bear the Lord^s name, and publish, from 
living experience, the power and all-sufficiency of that truth, in 
which they had most surely believed. They were sent forth, in 
the demonstration of the Spirit and with power, to call to others 
who were asking the way to Zion; to preach good tidings to 
the meek, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that were 
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bound. Thousands who were waiting for the consolation of the 
Israel of Grod^ heard and received the glad tidings of the gospel^ 
and were^ through their effectual ministry^ turned from darkness 
to lights and from the power of Satan to God. 

Not only to the poor^ the humbled enquirer^ was the visitation 
of heaven extended ; but it became also a day of the trumpet, 
and of the alarm against the strong towers and fenced cities of 
many^ who at first despised the simplicity of a message they 
could not comprehend in their natural wisdom. The principal 
tendency of their ministry^ was to gather the minds of mankind 
into an iuward dependence upon^ and feeling after the quicken- 
ing Spirit, the second Adam^ the Lord from heaven ; that they 
might thereby receive power to become the sons of God, serve 
him in newness of life, and worship him in the beauty of 
holiness. 

Under this engagement of mind they assembled together in 
solemn silence, to wait for the manifestation of divine light and 
life, which often was gloriously revealed to their inexpressible 
joy, the enlargement of their number, and their support under 
the trials of a stormy day of grievous persecution, which was 
raised against them on account of the exercise of a good con- 
science towards God, and for assembling to worship Him in 
spirit and truth. 

With abundant evidence, that they had not followed cunningly 
devised fables, but in the holy certainty of the power and pre- 
valence of this ever blessed gift, our worthy ancestors in the 
truth finished their course, having overcome through sufferings^ 
and died in the Lord. 

It hath pleased Him, whose cause these worthy instruments 
were concerned to promote in their day, to raise up a succeeding 
generation to testify, from experience, to his saving powerful 
truth, by which our forefathers were supported ; and a rem- 
nant are made living witnesses of the virtue and sufficiency 
thereof. 

As many whom the Lord our God hath called by his grace, 
who through the obedience of faith have been brought to fellow- 
ship and communion with us, have been made to eat of this 
spiritual bread, and drink of the same fountain which is opened 
for sanctification and refreshment. 

Dearly beloved friends, descendants of an highly favoured and 
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faithful people^ we find it weightily apon us to revive in your 
minds, and on those who, by convincement, have been brought 
into communion with us, what it was by which we were raised 
up to be a people, and have hitherto been preserved ; even the 
inward manifestation of grace and truth, which came by Jesus 
Christ for eflPectual redemption ; the stay, strength, and succour 
of the true Christian ; the foundation God hath laid for all ages 
to build upon, as a rock against which the gates of hell can 
never prevail. 

The immediate extendings of power and wisdom from on 
high ; the instrumental ministry established by the Master of 
oiir assemblies ; the Christian labour exercised amongst us in 
administering line upon line, precept upon precept ; the deep 
and anxious concern of many amongst us yet preserved alive to 
God, and zealous for his honour, even travailing as in birth for 
the formation of Christ in many souls, are all united to recom- 
mend and enforce this principal object, that we may be gathered 
to God, and to the word of his grace, spiritually revealed as the 
bruiser of the head of the serpent, a light to enlighten, a saving 
help to deliver, and unchangeable truth to direct, in our pil- 
grimage through this life, to an everlasting rest in glory. 

Having thus briefly reminded you, by what means and for 
what end we were first raised up to be a people, we earnestly 
recommend it to your serious attention, and beseech you, beloved 
friends, to dwell near to the Word of life, by which you will be 
enabled to adorn the gospel of Christ, and to shew forth his 
salvation to those in whom an inquiry after the way to the 
kingdom is raised ; thus the necessity of more particular advices 
may be prevented, and, by and through you, tlie testimony of 
the everlasting gospel be exalted to the honour of God, and the 
spreading of his saving health to others ; that walking in his 
pure wisdom, you may shine as the brightness of the firmament, 
and, having been instrumental to turn many to righteousness, 
as stars for ever and ever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Fotheegill, 
Clerk to the meeting thi« year. 
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EPISTLE, 1765. 

From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

From the 27tli of the Tifth Month, 1765, to the 1st of the Sixth 

Month, inclTtsiye. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear and well beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We have repeated cause, in humble thankfulness to the Ood 
and Father of all our mercies, to acknowledge the continuation 
of his gracious regard to us, in this our large assembly ; by the 
fresh manifestation whereof, we have been comforted, united, 
and enabled to transact the affairs before us, in the love of the 
gospel ; wherein we tenderly and affectionately salute you. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings in England and Wales, 
brought in this year, being principally for tithes and those called 
church-rates, is three thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven 
pounds and upwards ; and those from Ireland, one thousand five 
hundred and ninety-two pounds and upwards. 

By accounts received this year, from the Quarterly Meetings 
in England, and by epistles from Wales, Scotland, Ireland, 
Holland, B;hode-Island for New-England, New- York and Long 
Island, Pennsylvania and New-Jersey, Maryland, Vii^inia, 
South Carolina and Barbadoes, we are informed, that some con- 
vinced persons have joined our religious community, in divers 
places; and that, notwithstanding the apparent declension of 
many, a godly conca*n remains amongst the churches in general, 
for the support of good order, upright walking, and the promo- 
tion of purity and virtue. 

Happy would it be, were this the principal engagement of all 
amongst us ; but alas, we have too much cause to lament the 
state of those who, resting under the shadow of profession, 
seem regardless of their real happiness, the prosperity of the 
church, or the honour of God, who created them for a purpose 
of his own glory. 

Many are the objects of our solemn and affectionate counsel 
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and advice at this time ; but nothing claims our earnest attention 
at present^ more than the deficiency that appears^ in that essen- 
tial duty of meeting at the times set apart for the worship of 
Almighty God^ on the week days especially. 

It is matter of much concern, that some in profession with us, 
are scarcely ever seen at those meetings ; others but seldom, 
and too many, who cannot in general plead cases of absolute 
necessity, or insurmountable obstacles, are far from giving timely 
and constant attendance : hence those meetings are often tedious 
in gathering, and appear disreputably small when assembled ; 
whereby, instead of being helps and encouragements to such as 
have their eyes upon us for good, they are frequently rendered 
occasions of stumbling to them. 

To what is this obvious deficiency to be imputed ? Is it to 
the want of numbers sufficient to support our meetings with 
reputation and to advantage ? In many places this is by no 
means the case ; the multitudes which assemble on particular 
occasions demonstrate the contrary. If we look honestly for 
the true cause, shall we not find it in our own breasts ? Have 
not many entertained a lukewarm spirit, a coolness of heart 
towards religious exercise, instead of that fervency of love, that 
ardency of concern, for their own growth, and for the good of 
all, which were so conspicuous in our faithful predecessors ? 

The due and constant support of their public assemblies 
appeared to them of such consequence, that neither the severity 
of human laws, the violence of misled magistrates, nor the insults 
of an ignorant unthinking populace, could deter them from 
meeting together, at their usual times and places, for the main- 
tenance of their Christian testimony. And now, it hath pleased 
Divine Providence to favour us with the removal of those cruel 
obstructions, is it less than an ungrateful abuse of such mercy 
and goodness, for any of us to su£Fer the ensnaring profits, the 
vain deUghts, the flattering friendships of a delusive world, or an 
indolent disposition of mind, to deprive us of these opportunities 
of improvement in things of eternal importance ? It is not 
enough for us, to meet in order for public worship, when we 
find little or nothing else to do. The Lord Almighty requires 
the first fruits, the prime of our service, and will not accept the 
refrise, either of our time or talents. If we prefer worldly 
pursuits, or idle amusements, at such times when we ought to 
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be lolemiily engaged in this great dnty^ may it not jnstly be 
said^ that we follow after lying yanities^ and forsake our own 
mercies ? 

•' Where two or three/' saith our Lord^ " are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them/' (Matt. xTiii. 20.) 
In these words^ he, by implication^ invites os^ not only to meet 
one with another^ but in so doing, with himself also. Shall the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, condescend to offer his divine 
presence for oar good, and shall we, his dependent creatures, 
set so light by his inestimable kindness, as, either wilf oUy or 
negligently, to let slip those precions seasons wherein we might 
receive his blessed assistance, so necessary to onr help and 
salvation? 

Shall the poor perishing gratifications of sense and self-love, 
or any inconveniences of a trivial nature, be suffered to prevent 
our dutiful attendance upon Him, in whom alone stands onr 
everlasting interest ? Shall a cloudy sky, a little wet, a little 
cold, a little ease to the flesh, a view to a little earthly gain, or 
any common incident, furnish an excuse for declining this duty, 
and thereby depriving ourselves of the blessed advantage, often 
vouchsafed to the faithful, of enjoying heavenly communion 
together in spirit with the Lord of life and glory. 

Vain diversions and carnal indulgences are very dangerous. 
Every repetition adds weakness to weakness ; a languid indif- 
ference ensues, a disinclination to duty, the desire after heavenly 
things becomes gradually enfeebled, and in time may be utterly 
extinguished. Let every one therefore, in whom such injurious 
deceptions have prevailed, be roused mA awakened ; lest con- 
tinuing therein, the Lord, whose Spirit will not always strive 
with the disobedient, shoxdd withhold the renewals of his gracious 
visitations from them, and leave them to rest in their beds of 
ease, till they sleep the sleep of death. 

Much of the remissness above mentioned hath appeared in 
some heads of families, upon whom it is undoubtedly incumbent 
so to order their affairs, if possible, that they may not interfere 
with their meetings; and not only to be exemplary in attending 
themselves, but also to make way for their children and servants, 
as much as may be. It is therefore earnestly desired, that a 
zealous care may take place in such, fiedthfully to dischai^e the 
trust committed to them. 
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The portion of time allotted us in this life is daily dimin-r 
ishing; the most awful period approaching towards us with 
unavoidable certainty ; and it is altogether unknown to us how 
soon, and how suddenly it may surj^rise us : it therefore highly 
behoves all, to make a right improvement of every opportunity 
in mercy afforded. 

Let us not think lightly of that just regard due from every 
individual, to the salutary advices and establishments of the 
Society we profess ourselves members of, nor suffer the repeated 
exhortations and intreaties of concerned brethren and sisters to 
pass by us without impression. The mercies bestowed upon us 
must be accounted for ; and the manner in which we treat them, 
will be of consequence to us, not only in time, but also in 
eternity. The sentence of '^ Well done,^^ cannot be expected by 
those who omit what they ought to do ; nor the appellation of 
'^ good and faithful servant/' by those who are negligent in the 
practice of their known duty. 

May every one of us be prevailed upon, for the honour of that 
great name we take upon us, for the sake of our own souls, and 
for the reputation of those particular meetings we are imme- 
diately connected with, as well as that of the Society in general, 
to endeavour zealously to come up in our respective duties, and 
to animate each other, both by word and practice, to a diligent 
attendance of our' week-day and First-day meetings. Let us 
also be careful to assemble in due time and manner, that the 
service of our meetings may not be interrupted through our 
dilatory coming, nor the solemnity of them injured, either by 
giving way to a light wandering mind, or by indulging a drowsy 
disposition; which is greatly burdensome to the living, and 
scandalous in the view of all. 

And, that we may have the true benefit of our meetings, 
which is to witness the Lord's power to arise in our hearts, to 
the refreshing of our spirits, and invigorating us to make advances 
in the necessary work of regeneration, which leads to the king- 
dom, let us abide under the holy yoke of Christ, by which 
the mind is kept inward out of meetings, and preserved in a 
state of preparation for worship in them. Suffering the mind 
to wander when about our ordinary affairs, introduces, and ac- 
customs it to such an habit of roving, that it has not power 
to recollect itself in meetings, and to retire in that singleness 
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and fervency which is essential to true spiritual worship. And, 
when we sit down in our religious assemblies^ let a weighty sense 
of our own frailty and necessity, and of the greatness and good- 
ness of God, engage us to approach him in spirit with the most 
humble reverence ; watching to the lights and turning away 
from every thought and imagination^ as they arise^ which have 
the least tendency to divert our minds from simplicity of desire 
after the Father of spirits^ and fountain of all good. Thus 
pressing forward in spirit, and persevering therein, we shall, in 
due time, feel the strength of his life, and the comforts of his 
love, which doth enable the quickened and freely resigned soul 
to acknowledge, '^ The Lord is good unto them that wait for 
Him, to the soul that seeketh Him/^ (Lam. iii. 25.) 

Let ufi therefore, according to the apostolic exhortation, '^ con- 
sider one another, to provoke unto love and to good works ; not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is : but exhorting one another, and so much the more 
as ye fice the day approaching.^' (Heb. x. 24, 25.) 

Another point of duty, we find in our minds to press upon all 
at this time is, that you be frequently conversant with the Holy 
Scriptures, by the good providence of God preserved down to 
our time, which contain the most excellent declarations of his 
love to men, our duty to Him, and one to another, and most 
certainly, through faith in Christ Jesus, tend to our instruction 
in righteousness. As your minds come into an humble teachable 
frame, secretly breathing after divine information and guidance, 
you will often experience ttie comforter, the Spirit of truth, to 
open the doctrines of Christ, and of his primitive servants unto 
you. Hence shall ye be instructed, to ^'let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.^' (Matt. v. 16.) If you abide 
under this holy teaching, you will not fail to know your practice 
brought into conformity thereto, so as truly to be enabled, to 
" show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of 
darkness, into his marvellous light.'* (1 Peter ii. 9.) 

And, dear friends, as our union and fellowship stands in the 
divine light, let us give all diligence continually to walk in it. 
Herein we shall feel the powerful sustaining influence of the 
life of the Son of God. By this we shall discover the wiles of 
Satan, the common enemy to our happiness, and be enabled to 
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guard against every appearance of evil in ourselves^ and against 
everything, though ever so specious in outward appearance, 
tending to break in upon that near and dear affection which the 
flock and family of God dwell in, who are concerned to abide in 
the light, according to that evangelical observation, '^ if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin.^' (1 John i. 7.) Therefore, brethren, ''see that 
ye love one another with a pure heart, fervently : being bom 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.^^ (1 Peter i. 22, 23.) 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

John Gurnby, 
Clerk to the meetmg this year. 



EPISTLE, 1766. 
From the Ybably Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

IVom the I9th of the Fifth Month, 1766, to the 24th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To tlie Quarterly and Monthly Meetinffs of Friends in Great 

Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, 

We have renewed cause in deep reverence and thankfulness 
to the God of all grace, the Father and fountain of mercies, 
to acknowledge the continuation of his goodness to us, through- 
out the several sittings of this our annual assembly, instituted 
for the promotion of piety and virtue, and the preservation of 
peace and order ; wherein brotherly love and Christian conde- 
scension have eminently prevailed, to our comfort and edification. 

With hearts united in the love of the gospel, we tenderly 
salute you, and hereby signify, that, by accounts received from 
the Quarterly Meetings in England, and by epistles from 
Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, Rhode-Island for 
New-England, New- York and Long-Island, Pennsylvania and 
New- Jersey, Virginia, and North Carolina, we have acceptable 
information of the continuance of Christian love and unity in 
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the general. Happy would it be, was it the constant, inyariable 
engagement of every individual, diligently to follow those things 
that make for peace and concord. The Lord our Grod is one : 
He hath called us to be baptised by one Spirit into one body ; 
and this will render us one in faith, in charity, in principle, and 
in practice. 

The amount of Friends' sufferings, brought in this year from 
the several counties in England, and from Wales, is three thou- 
sand five hundred and ten pounds and upwards ; and those from 
Ireland, one thousand five hundred and forty-three pounds and 
upwards, being principally for tithes and those called church- 
rates. 

And, dear friends, we think it seasonable to remind you, that 
it hath ever been our principle to yield obedience to magistrates 
in all things not inconsistent with our religious duty ; making 
'^ supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks for 
all men ; for kings, and for all that are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty .'' 
These remain to be the duty of Christians everywhere, and have 
always been our practice, even in the time of deepest sufferings : 
we therefore strongly desire, that Friends in all places may con- 
tinue faithfully to support this our ancient principle; the violation 
whereof would be in us both unchristian and ungrateful. 

The doctrine of the cross of Christ, and the necessity of coming 
under the power thereof, have been constantly held forth 
amongst us, ever since we have been distinguished as a religious 
society ; and we, in an especial manner, press it at this time, 
that we may not only have it in profession, but that all may 
truly witness a being inwardly crucified to the world, and the 
world to them ; that during the time of their sojourning here, 
they may be preserved from the evils that abound therein. 

It is exceedingly afflicting to those who, through the mercy 
of God in Jesus Christ, have escaped the corruptions that are in 
the world, and who have known the terrors of the Lord for sin, 
to see their fellow creatures carried away with the love of those 
things which are not of the Father, but of the world. Sensuality 
in a high degree, evidently prevails amongst the professors of 
the Christian name, who take liberty to indulge themselves in 
pride, luxury, and avarice, and in many other evil and hurtful 
things : the reins of the mind being thus let loose, it knoweth 
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no bounds^ the eye is never satisfied with seeing^ nor the ear 
with hearing. But, dear friends^ there is a state abundantly 
better^ happier^ and safer^ to be attained^ which the goodness of 
God hath made our duty to seek after, and which is inexpressibly 
desirable to all who willingly deny themselves, take up their 
cross daily, and follow the Lord Jesus in the regeneration. 

And we intreat all parents, seriously to lay to heart the great 
and lasting importance of a religious education to their off- 
spring ; and to be more solicitous that their tender minds may 
be impressed with virtuous principles, and early directed into 
the path of purity, by which they may obtain the pearl of great 
price, than to provide for them superfluous and uncertain riches, 
frequently the sorrowful means of their declension and ruin. 
And let your good precepts be enforced by a prudent restraint 
and authority, discouraging in them every appearance of evil. 
And, to all masters and tutors of children, we affectionately 
address ourselves, that in a particular manner it may be your 
care to caution, and, as much as in you lies, to guard the youth 
committed to your charge, against the dangers and allurements 
of evil communications, and the reading of profane and im- 
moral writings, those powerful engines of Satan, whether they 
be such as directly tend to defile the affections, or with a more 
specious appearance, to subvert the doctrines of Christianity by 
a presumptuous abuse of human reason, and by vain and subtle 
disputations, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. 

As it appears from the accounts brought to this meeting, 
that the great and gracious shepherd is at work in many places, 
to draw the minds of the people from the barren mountains of 
empty profession, and is raising in their hearts living desires, 
after that substantial good which alone can nourish the soul to 
eternal life, and giving to many who have wand^ed in uncer- 
tainty, vanity and sorrow, the like joyful experience with that 
of the royal Psalmist; *' He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures : he leadeth me beside the still waters.^' (Psal. xxiii. 2.) 
Let it be a means to awaken greater care and zeal in us, with 
vigilance and deep attention, to feel after the enlivening, 
strengthening influence of that holy, powerful principle we have 
professed ; and unto which is the resort, and in which are the 
resources of the strength and wisdom, of ail whom the Lord our 
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God hath called ; that we may be made truly sensible of our 
great and incumbent duty^ of being as waymarks and instructors 
to those who are asking the way to Zion^ with their faces thither- 
ward. 

Great would be the benefit of each in their own particular 
experience^ was this holy engagement of mind more prevalent; 
as qualifications would be thereby obtained^ to become workers 
together with Christy to the enlargement of his flock^ the 
advancement of his glorious name and cause^ and the lifting up 
Ids standard to the nations. 

If^ on the contrary^ a lukewarm spirit prevails^ and draws 
from our proper places in the heavenly body ; if our minds relax 
from the pursuit of durable riches and righteousness^ and, 
centering in the pleasures and fading enjoyments of this world, 
we forget our high and holy vocation ; instead of being helpers 
to the weak, and eyes to the blind, we shall become stumbling- 
blocks in the way, and an obstruction to the progress of that 
glorious reformation, which is the Lord^s work in the earth. 

Let such therefore be excited to diligence, who may have 
satisfied themselves with a profession of the principles of truth, 
and a name amongst men ; without the effectual operation of 
that spirit and power, which redeems from the dominion of sin 
and death. 

Our spirits worship, in deep reverence, before the Lord of 
power and preservation, that, notwithstanding the declension of 
many from a perfect following of the Lord their God, living 
praises are amongst us, and a large body remain who have kept 
their first love ; and that, amongst the rising generation, there is 
at work the hand which fashioneth vessels to the Lord^s praise. 
May each of those who have kept their garments clean, be 
encouraged to persevere for their own everlasting establishment 
in righteousness, and the instruction, encouragement, and con- 
firmation of others, whom the Lord our God hath called, to be 
partakers with us in the like precious faith. 

And, dear friends, in all your meetings for the worship of 
Almighty God, let an holy reverence possess your spirits before 
Him who is all-seeing ; who requires the sacrifice of a broken 
heart, and a contrite spirit, and is only acceptably worshipped in 
spirit and in truth. As your minds are inwardly exercised in a 
spiritual approach to the Father of lights and spirits, you will 
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cease from every human dependence ; and the birth of that pure 
life will gather strength and holy stability^ which calls no man 
master upon earth ; but whose master^ father^ and feeder^ is the 
great and everlasting minister of the sanctuary. 

May grace^ mercy and peace^ be multiplied amongst you; 
and that the very God of peace may sanctify you wholly^ in 
spirit, soul and body^ and preserve you blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christy is the fervent supplication of 
your friends and brethren. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

William Fry, 
Clerk to the meetmg this year. 



EPISTLE, 1767. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held in London, by Adjournments, 

. From the 8th of the Sixth Month, 1767, to the 13th of the same, 

incluBive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren, 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 

Under an humbling sense of divme condescension and good- 
ness, vouchsafed to us in this our annual assembly, wherein we 
have been refreshed together, and enabled to transact divers 
weighty concerns of the church, to our mutual comfort and 
edification, we tenderly salute you ; fervently desiring, that all 
may become heirs together, and daily partakers of the grace of 
life, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

By accounts brought from the several Quarterly Meetings in 
England, and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, 
Holland, Ehode-Island for New-England, Flushing in the pro- 
vince of New- York, Pennsylvania and New- Jersey, Maryland, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, we have information that 
a religious concern for the maintenance of Christian brotherhood, 
the preservation of piety, peace and good order, and the support 
of our ancient testimony in its several branches, happily subsists ; 
also that great openness and considerable convincement hath 
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appeared ; which hath bowed our hearts in thankfiUness to the 
Father and fountain of all grace, mercy and goodness : yet, we 
are sorrowfully affected, in consideration of the nnwary scattering 
and defection, both in spirit and practice, which appears amongst 
too many professing with ns. 

The amount of Friends^ sufferings brought in 6rom the several 
counties in England and from Wales, being chiefly on account 
of tithes and those called church-rates, is three thousand nine 
hundred and forty-five pounds and upwards; and those fix>m 
Ireland, one thousand nine hundred and eleven pounds and 
upwards. 

As divers of those worthy confessors of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Protestant martyrs and reformers, were inspired with an 
upright zeal and concern for the revival of the virtue, life and 
power of truth, in the hearts of Christian professors, and with 
great integrity and nobility of spirit, began the work of reforma- 
tion ; so we as a people have, in the light of truth, found it our 
place and duty to endeavour, not without success, the carrying 
of it forward, according to the ability afforded us, to Airther 
degrees of purity and perfection. 

Thus were our faithfiil predecessors, and the faithful amongst 
us now are, concerned to bear testimony, both in doctrine and 
practice, not only against the numerous innovations and super- 
stitions, invented in the times of apostacy, whereby darkness, in 
a great measure, covered the earth, and gross darkness the 
people ; but also against their continuance amongst Protestant 
communities ; such as an hired and coerdvely supported ministry, 
ceremonial performances in worship, with their various appur- 
tenances. As we cannot join in the practice of these things, 
neither can we actively contribute towards their support: for as we 
are plainly assured in the sacred writings, so we firmly believe, 
that the right qualification for the true gospel ministry is freely 
given by Christ, and by Him the gospel is commanded to be 
freely administered ; acceptable worship beiag only that which is 
performed in spirit and in truth. 

It is neither from obstinacy, nor, as it hath been erroneously 
alleged by some, from views to self-interest, but purely to 
preserve a conscience void of offence, by supporting the testimony 
we believe to be given us of God to bear, that we refuse an 
active compliance with demands of this kind : and, from the 
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same conscientious ground^ we are induced patiently to submit^ 
in a spirit of meekness^ to the penalties annexed by the legis- 
lature to the refusal. We are sensible likewise of the candour 
with which^ of late years especially, we have been generally 
treated^ in the execution thereof, by many both in civil and 
ecclesiastical offices. 

And, dear friends, we find it necessary to remind you that our 
worthy ancestors, having their eye directed towards an enduring 
inheritance, and their affections established upon things above, 
sought not after greatness in this world, but passed the time of 
their sojourning here, in fear, and in great simplicity of heart, 
as well as of outward demeanour ; endeavouring thereby to reach 
the divine witness in every mind, and promote the love of truth 
and righteousness amongst mankind. In minds thus bent upon 
seeking a more glorious inheritance than temporals can afford, 
the love of this world had little influence : they were shining 
examples of temperance, justice and truth. A defection from 
this simplicity of heart, and heavenly-mindedness, into the love 
and pursuit of this fading world, hath obviously prevailed with 
too many amongst us, and produced the fruits of pride and 
ambition : these have brought in many wants, which the sim- 
plicity and integrity of our ancestors preserved them from : to 
satisfy these wants, divers have been excited to enter into a 
larger extension of trade and commerce, than they had stock 
and ability to conduct. Vain ambition and evil emulation have 
led into higher living and greater expenses than their income 
would admit. Reduced by these means in their circumstances, 
yet unwilling to lessen their appearance in the world, they have 
made use of indirect methods to procure a temporary support, 
which have ended in failures and bankruptcies ; unknown among 
us in the days of our temperate and lowly-minded predecessors. 

This lamentable defection in some under our name, hath 
occasioned great reproach, and grievous suffering in the pro- 
perties of many; almost to the ruin of particulars, who placed 
more confidence in those on account of the self-denying pro- 
fession they made to the world. 

These causes of affliction have been lately renewed, notwith- 
standing the many repeated advices, and brotherly exhortations 
which have been heretofore affectionately communicated. We 
therefore earnestly beseech and intreat, that a godly care 
may more and more spread amongst us, early and tenderly to 
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watch over each as may appear to be in danger of miscarriage 
in their temporal concerns; admonishing the highminded of 
the danger of a fall^ and using every endeavour to prevent 
these scandalous and pernicious occasions of sorrow and suffer- 
ing : and, where they break out, that Monthly Meetings fail not 
to clear our holy profession of the reproach cast upon it, by 
publicly testifying against such, from whose iniquitous conduct 
the offence comes. 

And, dear friends, we beseech you, throughout the whole of 
your conduct towards one another, both as members of our re- 
ligious community, and in private life, let it be your especial 
care to keep that excellent commandment of our Lord invio- 
lable ; " A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another/' (John xiii. 34.) Show forth in the kindness 
and tenderness of your spirits, that you are under the true and 
effectual baptism, that of the inward and spiritual grace ; wherein 
alone stands the communion of saints. " For,'' saith the apostle, 
'' by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit." (1 Cor. xii, 13.) Thus the 
real members of the church, or body of Christ, are all, less or 
more, in one spirit, and therefore in unity, having fervent charity 
towards one another; and by this spirit are preserved in that 
love which demonstrates the verity of their discipleship : '' By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another." (John xiii. 35.) Suffer not, therefore, 
brethren, any infringement of brotherly love, nor any root of 
bitterness to arise, without earnestly and affectionately endea- 
vouring to remove the cause ; and be careful timely to prevent 
the growth of differences in their very first appearance, that all 
breach of harmony, strife and discord may be kept down, and 
excluded. And let all detraction and defamation, whispering 
and talebearing, be immediately discountenanced and reproved; 
for, '^ a whisperer separateth chief friends," and, " the words 
of a talebearer are as wounds." (Prov. xvi. 28 ; xxvi. 22.) 

We think it seasonable at this time also, to repeat the fol- 
lowing advices formerly given, viz., " It is matter of exceeding 
grief and concern to the faithful amongst us, to observe how far 
that exemplary plainness of habit, speech and deportment, 
which distinguished our forefathers, and for which they patiently 
underwent the reproach and contradiction of sinners, are now 
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departed from by too many under our name^ and wlio frequent 
our religious assemblies. A declension from the simplicity of 
truth herein hath been, and we fear is, attended with pernicious 
consequences, in opening the way of some, the more easily and 
unobseryed, to attend the places of pubUc resort for the exercise 
of sports, plays, and other hurtful and destructive diversions of 
the age, from which truth taught our faithfrd elders, and still 
teaches us to refrain. And indeed, the Christian gravity of their 
lives and actions always carried with it a severe reproof, and 
manifest opposition to the wantonness and levity of such dan- 
gerous and sinful pastimes. Wherefore, we beseech you, be not 
deceived nor led aside by false notions of imaginary pleasures, 
to partake with the unfruitful works of darkness : but ^ watch 
and be sober;' and, as becometh children of the light and of 
the day, ' abstain from all appearance of evil.' "* 

And, dear friends, as next to our own souls, our offspring 
are the most immediate objects of our care and concern, it is 
earnestly recommended to all parents and guardians of children, 
that the most early opportunities may be taken, in their 
tender years, to impress upon them a sense of the Divine 
Being, his wisdom, power, and omnipresence, so as to beget 
a reverent awe and fear of Him in their hearts ; and, as their 
capacities enlarge, to acquaint them with the Holy Scriptures, 
by frequent and diligent reading therein ; instructing them in 
the great love of God to mankind through Jesus Christ, the 
work of salvation by Him, and sanctification through his blessed 
Spirit. For though virtue descendeth not by lineal succession, 
nor piety by inheritance, yet we trust, the Almighty doth 
graciously regard the sincere endeavours of those parents, whose 
early and constant care is over their offspring, for their good ; 
who labour to instruct them in the fear of the Lord, and in an 
humble waiting for, and feeling after those secret and tender 
visitations of divine love, which are afforded for the help and 
direction of all. Be ye therefore excited to a faithful discharge 
of your duty. Be examples to them in your meetings, your 
families, and your employments, of a diligent humble watch- 
fulness, and steady regard to that holy principle in yourselves 
which you recommend to their observance. Be careful not to 
indulge them in anything of an evil tendency. Keep them 

• Epistle 1753. 



350 EPISTLES FBOM THE [1768. 

while young out of the yain fashions, the corrupt customs, and 
unprofitable conversation of the world ; training them up in 
that commendable simplicity and plainness of speech, habit and 
manners, practised by our Lord, and his faithful followers: 
and, as they ripen in age, guard them against the reading <^ 
plays, romances, and other licentious publications, of a nature 
prejudicial to the promotion of true Christianity; likewise 
against the public pastimes, and pernicious diversions of the 
age: all which are the inventions of degenerate and corrupt 
spirits, and strongly tend to draw the incautious mind £rom a 
sense of religious duty ; to bring it into a state of alienation 
firom the life of Ck>d, and to deprive it of that inexpressible 
comfort and delight which attends the daily exercise of religion 
and virtue. 

In the love of the gospel, we now recommend yjou to Qod, 
and to the Word of his grace, earnestly desiring, that the youth 
may not suffer themselves to be entangled with the allurements 
of perishing delights, nor those of more advanced years be 
ensnared by the love of the world, or the deceitfulness of riches; 
but that all may be impressed with a just sense of the vanity 
and uncertainty of sublunary enjoyments, and constantly con- 
cerned to seek those pleasures which are at Ood^s right hand, 
and that enduring substance which shall never fade away. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meeting, by 

Thomas Squike, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1768. 
From the Yearly Meeting, held m London, by Adjournments, 

From the 23rd of the Fifth Month, 1768, to the 28th of the same, 

inclusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends and Brethren^ 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Friends and Brethren, 
In the love and fellowship of the gospel, which we have 
renewed occasion thankfully to acknowledge has been witnessed 
amongst us, both in our meetings for worship, aud in those for 
transacting the important concerns of our religious society, we 
salute you ; humbly beseeching the God and Father of all our 
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mercies^ who hath called us by his grace^ so to continue his 
merciful visitations to us^ that the scattered may be brought 
back and restored^ the weak strengthened, and the faithful pre- 
served to his praise for ever. 

Our meetings have been large and comfortable^ and the 
business thereof conducted in a spirit of love and condescension. 

The sufferings of Friends, brought in this year, being chiefly 
for tithes and those called church-rates, in England and Wales, 
amount to three thousand four hundred and sixty-nine pounds 
and upwards ; and those in Ireland to one thousand five hundred 
and sixty pounds and upwards. 

By accounts from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, Holland, 
New- York, Pennsylvania and New- Jersey, and from Maryland, 
we are advised, that several have joined the Society, through 
convincement, in divers places ; and that considerable openness 
appears in many parts towards the testimony of truth. We 
fervently desire, that Friends, everywhere, may be weightily 
concerned to live in that heavenly principle which is manifested 
in the hearts of all men, that walking according thereunto, 
every occasion of stumbling may be removed, and we may be 
waymarks in our conversation and conduct to those who have 
their eyes upon us, to direct and lead them to Christ, ''the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.'' 
(John i. 9.) 

And, dear friends, suffer the word of exhortation. With 
deep concern of spirit we behold the great hurt, which hath 
been brought upon our Society, from a desire and pursuit after 
the riches and splendour of this uncertain world ; and therefore, 
in brotherly affection, we intreat those who are entrusted with 
earthly riches, that it may be the sincere engagement of their 
hearts, to be good stewards of their temporal possessions, and 
not use them to the gratification and indulgence of the flesh ; 
but to the glory of God, their own lasting advantage, and the 
benefit of their fellow-creatures. 

And, in consideration of the difElciilties which the laborious 
poor have to struggle with, in this time of scarcity, let us im- 
press it especially upon Friends in affluent circumstances, to 
submit to a becoming frugality in their manner of living, in 
order to relieve the wants of the needy of all denominations 
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with a liberal hand^ wliicli cannot bnt be acceptable to the Author 
of our beings who^ through his servants^ hath declared^ '^ Blessed 
is he that considereth the poor ;'' and '^ he that hath pity upon 
the poor^ lendeth unto the Lord^ and that which he hath given, 
will he pay him again/' (Psal. xli. 1 ; Prov. xix. 17.) 

It is afflicting to the faithful to observe how pride and high- 
mindedness abound in many^ whereby the way of truth is evil 
spoken of. We therefore earnestly desire^ that all parents and 
heads of families may seek daily^ in humility and fear^ after that 
power which alone is able to preserve us in a life of self-denial^ 
and to raise our affections above earthly things, and establish 
them on durable riches ; that the youth may not be misled by 
wrong example, nor relaxed by indulgences injurious to their 
progress in religion ; but may be enabled to perceive, by the 
holy zeal of their elders^ that they are in good measure redeemed 
from the world, its gratifications and friendships^ which are, and 
ever were, at enmity with the Spirit of God. 

We affectionately request the youth amongst us^ who are 
favoured with pious and exemplary parents^ to pay all dutiful 
regard to their instruction and example ; and that they be very 
cautious of bringing grief and dishonour upon them by departing 
from the safe and commendable simplicity of the truths the 
moderation and plainness it leads to^ both in dress and address^ 
and in every other part of their conduct and behaviour. 
'' Honour thy father and mother/' the apostle observes^ " is the 
first commandment with promise.'' (Eph. vi. 2.) Such there- 
fore who reject the advice of godly parents^ and set light by 
their example and authority, both bring dishonour on their 
parents^ and forfeit their own title to the holy promise of God. 
We therefore most fervently beseech our rising youth to buy 
the truth and sell it not ; not to fashion themselves after the 
practice of those who manifestly deviate from the pattern of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and his humble and self-denying 
followers ; but that they may tread in the footsteps of the flocks 
of his companions, become servants to God, and have their fruit 
unto holiness, that their end may be everlasting life. (Rom. 
vi. 22.) 

The advice of divine wisdom is, " Buy the truth and sell it 
not." (Prov. xxiii. 28.) But those who prefer the gaiety, the 
vain customs, and fluctuating fashions of this world, renounce 
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wisdom for folly, duty for disobedience, and the reality of 
enduring substance for the flattering delusion of transitory 
enjoyments. 

Under an afflicting sense of the lukewarmness of many, we 
intreat, that a solemn examination may take place in every indi- 
vidual, whilst the merciful visitation of our Heavenly Father^s 
love is continued to them, that they may become truly acquainted 
with the state of their own souls. You are not insensible, 
brethren, that mere profession is altogether empty and in vain ; 
let it therefore be your earnest endeavour, to live in the life of 
true religion, and effectually to experience the work of regene- 
ration, and perfect conversion of heart unto God ; walking 
before him in a daily exerqise of spirit, for the renewal of his 
divine power upon your minds, by which alone his people are 
quickened and preserved alive, and enabled to every good word 
and work. Let close and weighty attention be given to the in- 
speaking Word, and seek after those things which make for 
eternal peace. Awake from all indifferency of heart in the 
momentous concerns of eternity ; for the time hasteneth, when 
every pretence and form of religion will prove insufficient, and 
woe will be the portion of those who seek to cover themselves, 
and not with the spirit of the Lord. 

And, dear brethren, as it is abundantly evident, that evil 
communications corrupt good manners, we earnestly exhort all 
in profession with us, against the unnecessary frequenting of 
public houses, and those places of resort which are too often 
used as occasions of intemperance, dissipation, animosity, and 
the baneful spirit of party ; all which manifestly tend to lead 
away, and alienate the unwary mind from the moderation, peace 
and purity of true religion; and frequently terminate in the 
unspeakable hurt of soul, body, and estate. 

The great end of divine grace being afforded to us is, that we 
diould live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world ; 
and that, by attending to its purifying power, we should be 
rendered a peculiar people, zealous of good works ; throughout 
all our conduct showing forth the praise of Him who hath called 
us to glory and virtue. 

Finally, brethren, let us keep out of the inquietudes and dis- 
tractions of this unvtable world, and not concern ourselves with 
them, but to dwell in the Spirit and power of God, which is 

2 A 
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above all ; that we may experience it to be '^ as an hiding place 
from the wind^ and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of 
water in a dry place^ as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land/' (Isa. xxxii. 2.) 

Signed in and on behalf of our Yearly Meetings by 

John Hustlbe, 

Clerk to the meeting this year. 



EPISTLE, 1769. 

FaoM THE Yearly Meeting, held in London, 

From the 16th of the Fifth Month, 1769, to the 20th of the same, 

indusive. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends in Great 

Britain^ Ireland, and elsewhere. 

Dear Peiends and Brethren, 

It calls for our humble and thankful acknowledgment to the 
Father and fountain of all our mercies, that a manifestation of 
divine regard has been graciously continued to us at this time, 
wherein we have been enabled to conduct the affairs of the 
church in a spirit of love and Christian condescension : in a 
fresh and living sense whereof, we tenderly salute you. 

The sufferings of Friends brought in this year, chiefly on 
account of tithes and those called church-rates, amount, in 
England and Wales, to three thousand four hundred and thirty* 
six pounds j and in Ireland to one thousand six hundred and 
ninety-one pounds. 

By accounts from the several Quarterly Meetings in England, 
and by epistles from Wales, North Britain, Ireland, and places 
abroad, we are informed, that a godly concern for the promotion 
of virtue and holiness, and the support of our Christian testi- 
mony is generally maintained, and love and unity in a good 
degree preserved in the churches ; that great openness continues 
in many places, and that the power of truth hath so far pre- 
vailed in the hearts of divers, as to induce them to join with us 
in public profession. Let a constant care rest upon all our 
spirits, so to order our conversation, that the nobility and excel- 
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lency of the divine principle of light and grace manifested in 
the hearts of all men^ for their sanctification and redemption^ 
to which we as a people have ever borne public testimony, may 
be more and more shown forth to the world by our virtuous 
lives and conversation. 

And^ in order to this, let us ever keep in mind, that of our- 
selves we can do nothing to the glory of God, or our own 
preservation ; but as we abide under the immediate guidance of 
his Holy Spirit, which is near to all, for their instruction, help 
and comfort. Wait diligently therefore upon God; for they 
that wait upon Him shall renew their strength, and those who 
trust in Him shall never be confounded. 

And, dear friends, as many of you have had the singular 
advantage of being made early acquainted with this great truth 
and gospel principle, and have measurably experienced its 
effects in your hearts, cleave to it firmly, we beseech you, that 
you may thereby be preserved out of the spirit of the world, and 
from the many inordinate desires and pursuits it suggests ; as 
well as from the dangers and inquietudes to which they are ever 
exposed, who anxiously interest themselves in the profits, 
pleasures, and mutable concerns of this transitory life. 

And, though we trust it is unnecessary to remind any amongst 
us of the duty and affection we owe to the king, who, by Divine 
Providence, is placed in the sovereignty of these dominions; 
nevertheless we think it incumbent upon us to exhort all Friends, 
in every place, not only to demean themselves as becomes good 
and faithful subjects, both in word and conduct, but also to 
promote the like sentiments of duty and affection among those 
over whom their influence may extend ; and that they avoid 
being ensnared by the animosities of contending parties, or any 
thing unbecoming the stability and uprightness of our profession, 
and incompatible with the pure and peaceable spirit of our Holy 
Head the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We think it likewise expedient to advise you, to continue a 
watchful care over one another, to prevent any among us from 
dealing with such as are suspected to be guilty of fraudulent 
practices respecting the revenue ; for though we have received 
very satisfactory accounts of Friends being generally clear of 
such misconduct, yet it must be allowed, that those who 
knowingly contribute to the iniquity, partake in the guilt, and 
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are encouragers of the primaiy actors ; and subject themselves 
to the chaise of dishonesty^ by erading the payment of customs 
and duties^ in an equal degree with those who withhold firom 
their neighbours their just rights; since^ in proportion to such 
firauds^ the reyenue must fall shorty and the honest and upright 
subject be required to pay more than otherways need be 
demanded of him. 

There haying been for many years past, a great circulation of 
vain^ idle and irreligious books and pamphlets^ tending to lead 
the mind away from sober and serious duty, to infect the inex- 
perienced and unwary with notions which promote infidelity 
and corruption, and to alienate their attention from the Spirit 
of God^ under whose influence and holy keeping alone is safety ; 
we earnestly request, that parents and all others who have youth 
under their tuition, will keep a constant eye over them^ and^ as 
much as possible, guard them against^ and prevent them fi*om 
wasting their precious time upon such unprofitable and pernicious 
reading; that they inure them to the frequent and diligent 
reading of the sacred writings^ which^ through divine goodness, 
are afforded to us, for our *' instruction in righteousness^'^ and 
" that we, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope/' {2 Tim. iii. 16 ; Rom. xv. 4.) 

It is matter of concern to us to be informed^ that some who 
formerly fell short of giving full satisfaction to their creditors^ 
now make a similar appearance to, and live in like manner with 
people of affluent circumstances. We recommend the following 
paragraph from our epistle of 1759, to the serious attention of 
such, viz. 

'' It is the sense and judgment of this meeting, that if any 
fall short of paying their just debts, and a composition is made 
with their creditors to accept of a part, instead of the whole ; 
notwithstanding the parties may look upon themselves as legally 
discharged of any obligation to pay the remainder^ yet the 
principle we profess enjoins full satisfaction to be made; if ever 
the debtors are of ability. And, in order that such may the 
better retrieve their circumstances, we exhort to submit to a 
manner of living in every respect the most conducive to this 
purpose, and correspondent to the state they are reduced to ; it 
being exceedingly dishonourable for any to live in ostentation 
and greatness at the expense of others ; which is certainly the 



